
Mayor John Tory favors  
Filipino Heritage Month 

Toronto Mayor Tory issued the following 
statement following Toronto City Council 
voting unanimously to support the decla-
ration of Filipino Heritage Month starting 
next June: 

"I am happy to report that City Council, 
myself included, unanimously voted in 
favour of this worthy cause spearheaded 

(Continued on page 7) 

 

Grammy Award winner 

PATTI AUSTIN 

LIVE IN TORONTO 
 

Nov. 24, 2017 • 7:30 pm 
 

Global Kingdom Ministries 
1250 Markham Road 

 
Watch an icon, legend and 

Grammy Award winner  
PATTI AUSTIN  perform live 

with her 10-member band 
led by Lorrie Ilustre. 

 
GET YOUR TICKETS NOW 
pattiaustinlive.eventbrite.ca 

 

 WAV ES 

Canada Prime Minister Justin Trudeau meets with President 
Duterte and First Lady, Honeylet Avancena, during the 
ASEAN Summit in Manila.  Photo by King Rodrigues. 

Digong and Honeylet's 

Debut on World Stage 

Like many others in our 
Filipino community, we 
were shocked to hear of 
the passing of Senator 
Tobias Enverga Jr.  We 
received the initial news 
in mid-morning on Thurs-
day, Nov. 16.  It was unbe-
lievable so we called 
friends and associates 
who might be in a posi-
tion to know. 
 

The confirmation finally 
came early afternoon, most-
ly from social media and 
news flashes on TV, by 
which time we ourselves 
were being inundated with 
calls asking if Mr. Enverga's 
reported demise wasn't 
fake news. 
 
Indeed the story was true. 
Mr. Enverga was on a par-
liamentary trip to Colombia 

where he succumbed, and 
according to news reports, 
to a heart attack. At age 61, 
he was at the peak of his 
job as one of the members 
of the Senate representing 
Ontario province. 
 
His Senate biography has 
this account: 
 
Active in advocacies both at 
the international and do-

mestic level, he was the 
founder of the “Philippine 
Canadian Charitable 
Foundation (PCCF)” in 
2010, helping and donat-
ing monies for charity 
both in Canada and the 
Philippines. 

He received his Bachelors 
of Arts in Economics at 
one of the leading univer-

(Continued on page 4) 

By Riley Mendoza 

 

Proud of my Filipino roots as 
I always am, but the devel-
opments in Manila make me 
even prouder, euphoric as a 
matter of fact, as we have 
again demonstrated our 
worth as a people and our 
ability to cope as a nation. 
 

These trying times have pro-
duced the best of us. In war 
and in peace, the Filipino 
would shine. And take note 

of how the Philippines shone 
its brightest and earned the 
world's respect! 
 

The liberation of Marawi 
from terrorists is one exam-
ple. There, heroes were in-
stantly made as they come 
out of battle scathed but un-
yielding. Their bravery is 
beyond question. 
 

It's reminiscent of what his-
tory books say of our fore-
bears who fought colonizers 

and invaders, from the Span-
iards to the Americans to the 
Japanese and to modern-day 
conquerors and preachers of 
extremism and intolerance. 
 

I take my hat off to the gal-
lant Filipino police and sol-
diers who engaged terrorists 
in savage combat to keep the 
Philippines intact, and res-
cue residents from their 
fearsome grip. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Filipino WWII Vets get US Congressional Gold Medal 

Tobias Enverga Jr. Was An Active Community Leader 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The 
United States Congress fi-
nally bestowed the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to 
Filipino Veterans of World 
War II in a ceremony at the 
US Capitol on Oct. 25, a full 
75 years after the fall of 
Bataan and Corregidor. 
  
The Congressional Gold 

Medal is the highest ex-
pression of national appre-
ciation for distinguished 
achievements and contri-
butions in the United 
States. 
 
“We are here to immortal-
ize the legacy of these great 
liberators, who have paved 
the way for generations to 

follow. Let this ceremony 
serve to ensure that those 
who fought for freedom are 
never forgotten and are 
always remembered,” 
House Speaker Paul Ryan 
said in his opening re-
marks. 
  
Senator Mazie Hirono (D-
HI) and Representative 

Tulsi Gabbard (D-HI-2), 
principal sponsors of the 
“Filipino Veterans of World 
War II Congressional Gold 
Medal Act of 2015”, both 
recognized the sacrifice 
and valor of the Filipino 
veterans in their respective 
remarks. 
  

(Continued on page 6) 
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NOVEMBER 24:  PATTI AUSTIN WILL MAKE WAVES! 

DON’T MISS THIS GREAT TORONTO SHOW 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS WAVES 

11 Things Tourists Should Never Do in the Philippines, Ever 

Katrina Escalona 

Traveling, more than just an 
exciting, Instagram-worthy 
experience, is one you will 
always learn from. But 
there are simply some 
things that are more than 
helpful to learn beforehand. 
These are the things that 
will save you from the pos-
sibility of outright insulting 
someone or ending up on 
the wrong side of town. 
Here’s what not to do when 
visiting the Philippines. 

Don’t insult the country 
or its people 

First and foremost, it 
should go without saying 
that you shouldn’t insult 
your host country, but the 

Philippines is a bit of a spe-
cial case. Filipinos are 
proud of anything and eve-
rything Filipino (this is why 
“Filipino Pride” is a thing), 
so to say anything that 
could offend them or the 
country could be a huge 
blunder. They tend to be 
very protective of their 
country and people, so the 
slightest criticism could be 
taken the wrong way. In 
fact, the Philippines has a 
growing list of celebrities 
from whom they’ve either 
demanded an apology—or 
worse, declared persona 
non grata (an unwelcome 
person)—actress Claire 
Danes is living proof that it 
might be better to tread 
lightly on the criticism. 

Don’t disrespect your 
elders 

Filipinos highly revere their 
elders, and this is obvious 
in the way they are spoken 
to. The words po and opo, 
for example, are used to 
show respect. While for-
eigners are clearly not re-
quired to be familiar with 
the use of such words, the 
value of respect is still ex-
pected from them. One way 
this can be shown is 
through a local greeting 
practice known as pag-
mamano (mano is the Span-
ish word for hand). This 
constitutes a slight bow, 
taking the hand of the elder, 
and touching it to your fore-
head. This act is most com-

monly done to grandpar-
ents, and they’ll likely be 
pleasantly surprised should 
it be done to them by a for-
eigner. 

Don’t use first names to 
address someone older 

Another giveaway that re-
spect is a big deal in the 
Philippines is the avoidance 
of being on a first-name ba-
sis with someone older. De-
pending on the age gap, 
there is a more respectful 
term to address an older 
person. There’s ate (older 
sister) and kuya (older 
brother), tita (aunt) and tito 
(uncle), and lola 
(grandmother) and lolo 
(grandfather). These titles 
are used regardless of 

blood relation, and simply 
based on how much older 
the person is than you. The 
default titles for a complete 
stranger, say, driving your 
cab or selling you some-
thing at a store, would be 
ate and kuya. 

Avoid confrontation 
and coming off too 
strong 

Filipinos are very non-
confrontational and are a 
rather timid bunch when it 
comes to people they’ve 
just met. So should a prob-
lem arise, try not to lose 
your temper, and remain 
calm and pleasant. When 
meeting locals, be friendly 

(Continued on page 9) 

Trump, Duterte at the ASEAN 
They could be the best of 
friends. Even before their 
bilaterial meeting late Mon-
day morning, US President 
Donald Trump and Philip-
pine President Rodrigo 
Duterte seemed to have al-
ready started the ball rolling. 

At the start of the 31st Asean 
Summit Monday morning, 
Trump and Duterte were 
seen engaging in a long talk 
before they posed together 
for a picture. Also, Trump 
conversed with Duterte’s 
common-law wife Cielito 

“Honeylet” Avancen a. 

Although audio was unavail-
able to hear what the two 
leaders exactly discussed 
about, it was apparent that 
they had a pleasant commu-
nication as both were seen 
always smiling while they 
were talking. 

From the gala dinner on 
Sunday to the Asean opening 
ceremony Monday morning, 
Duterte and Trump were 
always seating beside each 
other. 

Last night, during the Asean 
gala dinner at the SMX Con-
vention Center in Pasay City, 
Duterte was even egged on 
by Trump to sing, to which 
the Philippine leader gladly 
obliged by performing the 
Tagalog song “Ikaw” with 
OPM legend Pilita Corrales. 

“Ladies and gentlemen, I 
sang uninvited, a duet with 
Miss Pilita Corrales upon the 
orders of the commander in 
chief of the United States,” 
Duterte said after his perfor-
mance.—united news■ 

The strong leadership of 
President Rodrigo Duterte 
evidently trickled down to 
the generals and to the low-
est-ranked police and sol-
diers and made a big differ-
ence in winning that war. 

He preaches and practices 
leadership by example. For 
instance, the fight to stamp 
out corruption in the bureau-
cracy. Then there's the con-
troversial anti-drug cam-
paign. 

I don't know of any president 
who leaves his fate to Provi-
dence as much as Duterte 
does. In the southern Philip-
pines, he seemed to be court-
ing the unknown during his 
frequent visits to the battle 
zone at the height of the 
siege of Marawi. 

The Marawi experience has 
established Duterte as a deci-
sive leader capable of com-
passion and indifference. He 
could be cold and detached. 
His heart melts in many 
ways too. 

The eyes of the world were 
on him, especially when he 
declared he could easily ter-
minate the Marawi siege 
were it not for the hostages 
and the thousands of Filipi-
nos working in Muslim coun-
tries who could be vulnera-
ble to reprisals. 

That is very endearing. It 
shows strength of character. 

"All the world's a stage," says 
Shakespeare, and what a 
stage it was for President 
Rodrigo Duterte and to the 
unofficial First Lady of the 
Philippines, 47-year-old Cie-
lito "Honeylet" Salvador 
Avancen a. 

Call her domestic partner, 
mistress, lover, the other 
woman, girlfriend, concu-
bine, whatever. The practical 
reality is she's Mr. Duterte's 
spouse . . . minus the formal 
recognition accorded by law 
and the church. 

Who cares if she's his com-
mon-law wife? Canada rec-
ognizes common-law rela-
tionships. She is his life part-

ner, mother of their teenage 
daughter, and now instantly 
known the world over. 

The couple debuted on the 
world stage, thanks to the 
just-concluded ASEAN Sum-
mit in Manila. Her subtle ele-
gance complimented his 
open humility with such 
grace that they stood out as 

hosts of the international 
meeting. 

Interacting with world lead-
ers was a delicate act to per-
form. In the political sphere, 
it was Mr. Duterte; in the 
social milieu, it was Honey-
let, the First Lady. And both 
came out fine. 

Their debut is something 
that I am proud to publicize 
as a Filipino. I see them as 
they are - unpretentious, gra-
cious, folksy, honest, with no 
hint of artificiality. These are 
qualities many Filipinos 
share; they well speak of you 
and I, all of us! ■ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Digong and Honeylet’s debut  

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte and his partner Honeylet wel-
come US President Donald Trump at the gala dinner hosted 
by the Philippines for the leaders of the ASEAN member 
states and dialogue partners on Nov12  ACE MORANDANTE 

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte proposes a toast during the gala dinner hosted by the Philip-
pines for the leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) member states 
and dialogue partners at the SMX Convention Center in Pasay City on November 12, 2017. 
KARL NORMAN ALONZO/PRESIDENTIAL PHOTO  
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CANADA NEWS WAVES 

“It was an honour to take part in the Canada-
ASEAN Commemorative Summit. As we move 

forward together, I will continue to advance 
Canadian values, including human rights, 

women’s empowerment and gender equality, and 
ensure a renewed economic partnership that 

benefits the middle class and helps more people 
get ahead.” 

 

-Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau,  

Prime Minister of Canada 

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, on Tuesday 
(Nov 14) concluded his participation at the 31st 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
Summit in Manila, Philippines. 

The Prime Minister took part in the Canada-
ASEAN 40th Anniversary Commemorative Sum-
mit. This commemorative summit represents 
the first time a Canadian prime minister has 
met with all ASEAN leaders as a group. 

Prime Minister Trudeau took this opportunity 
to promote human rights, diversity, inclusion, 
and the need for gender equality. He also em-
phasized the importance of forging progressive 
trade agreements that build a stronger middle 
class and create real benefits for everyone. 

The Prime Minister expressed Canada’s desire 
to join the East Asia Summit and the ASEAN De-

fense Ministers Meeting Plus. Canada’s partici-
pation would grow our engagement with 
ASEAN and expand access to markets of mem-
ber states. 

In Manila, Prime Minister Trudeau promoted 
gender equality and the empowerment of wom-
en and girls. He participated in a panel discus-
sion with partners from the Gender-Responsive 
Economic Actions for the Transformation of 
Women (GREAT Women, an initiative for wom-
en entrepreneurs), and visited a local women’s 
health clinic.  

The Prime Minister announced that Canada will 
invest $17.8 million over five years through the 
Sexual Health and Empowerment Project, which 
will be implemented by Oxfam. This funding 
will provide more than 85,000 women and girls 
in remote and disadvantaged regions of the 
Philippines greater access to sexual and repro-
ductive health services . ■ 

 

Mercedes Alvarez, Deputy House Speaker and con-
gresswoman for Negros Occidental. happily poses with 
Canadian PM Trudeau. 

sities in the Philippines, Letran College. Follow-
ing his arrival in Canada, he pursued his gradu-
ate studies and earned his Masters Certificate in 
Project Management at Schulich School of Busi-
ness, York University. He also studied at Centen-
nial College in Toronto and received a Computer 
Studies Certificate. For over thirty years, he 
worked as project manager for the Bank of 
Montreal. 

In 2008, he was the recipient of the “Lingkod sa 
Kapwa Pilipino (LINKAPIL)” presidential award 
given to him by the former president of the Phil-
ippines, Gloria Macapagal Arroyo. 

He was elected as trustee for Ward 8 of the To-
ronto Catholic District School Board in 2010, 
which made him the first Filipino-Canadian 
elected to public office in the city of Toronto, 
and the first member of a visible ethnic minority 
elected to the Board. While serving on the Cath-
olic District School Board, besides his many 
hours of volunteer work to several organiza-
tions serving the needs of different communi-
ties. In 2012, he was one of the recipients of the 
“Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal” for his excep-
tional and meritorious service. Seeing his gener-
ous character and ability to serve the common 
good, Prime Minister Stephen Harper appointed 
him to the Senate on September 2012. 

A faithful husband to his wife Rosemer, and a 
loving father to his three daughters.  ■ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Senator Manny Pacquiao (5th from right) was among the Philippine officials at the ASEAN gala. 

STATEMENT FROM PM TRUDEAU ON HIS TRIP 

TO THE PHILIPPINES FOR THE ASEAN SUMMIT 

Tobias Enverga Jr ... 

Canadian PM Trudeau meets PH President Duterte 

Condolences to the 
family of 

Tobias Enverga Jr. 
December 2, 1955 — November 16, 2017 
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New Action Plan Provides More Fairness for Seniors in Toronto and Enhances Support Across the Province 
 

Ontario Supporting Seniors to Live Their Best Life  

The Ontario government is 
taking action to ensure that 
all seniors are able to ac-
cess the support they need 
at every stage of their life.  

Laura Albanese, MPP for 
York South-Weston, was at 
Reconnect Community 
Health Services to an-
nounce Aging with Confi-

dence: Ontario’s Action 
Plan for Seniors. The plan 
empowers people to make 
the choices that are right 
for them when it comes to 
their care, their independ-
ence and how they access 
government services — 
whether by finding ways to 
maintain an active lifestyle 

or getting the support need-
ed to live at home longer.  

The number of seniors in 
Ontario is forecast to dou-
ble to 4.6 million within the 
next 25 years, and Ontario 
aims to become the best 
place in the world to grow 
older. Aging with Confi-
dence focuses on areas that 

seniors say they care about 
most, including living inde-
pendently for as long as 
possible and staying con-
nected through social, rec-
reational and volunteer ac-
tivities. To ensure Toronto 
and other communities are 
ready for the changing real-
ities of an aging population, 
the plan also substantially 
expands the number of long
-term care (LTC) beds 
across the province, while 
increasing staffing levels 
and support for LTC home 
residents.  

The new action plan offers:  

 A one-stop website 
where seniors — about 
70 per cent of whom go 
online every day — can 
find information about 
tax credits, drug cover-
age, powers of attorney, 
recreation programs and 
more. Seniors will also be 
able to get information 
over the phone in more 
than 150 languages  

 An annual high-dose 
influenza vaccine, tar-
geted to protect sen-
iors, will be available 

free of charge as part of 
the Ontario Universal 
Influenza Immunization 
Program  

 Support for “naturally 
occurring” retirement 
communities by invest-
ing more than $15 mil-
lion over two years for 
apartment buildings or 
housing developments 
where many seniors al-
ready live close to one 
another  

 More volunteering op-
portunities connecting 
seniors and youth, fos-
tering learning and men-
torship while reducing 
older people’s risk of so-
cial isolation  

 5,000 new LTC beds 
over the next four years 
and 15 million more 
hours of nursing, per-
sonal support and ther-
apeutic care annually 
for residents in LTC 
homes, as well as a 10-
year plan to create more 
than 30,000 new beds 
over the next decade, 
king with the long-term 
care sector. ■ 

CANADA NEWS WAVES 

“Our new plan for seniors gives them the freedom to make choices that are right for their 

care, independence & how they access services.” -  Ontario Premiere Kathleen Wynne 
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“It is our responsibility as 
public servants and Ameri-
cans to honor each veteran 
in the same way that they 
honored our country,” Sen. 
Hirono emphasized. 
 

“These loyal and courageous 
soldiers fought bravely, sac-
rificed greatly, many even 
paying the ultimate price 
alongside our American 
troops. Yet for far too long 
their service and sacrifice 
has gone unrecognized in the 
United States. I am honored 
and proud that we can be 
here today to finally right 
this wrong, to finally honor 
the service and sacrifice of 
these heroes and their fami-
lies,” said Representative 
Gabbard. 
 

“I have waited along with my 
Filipino and American sol-
diers for this moment to 
come. We thank the Lord for 
watching over us throughout 
this long ordeal,” said 100-
year old veteran Celestino 
Almeda, speaking on behalf 
of the Philippine Common-

wealth Army and WWII Vet-
erans at the ceremony. 
 
In the evening of the same 
day, a gala celebration was 
also organized by the Filipi-
no Veterans Recognition and 
Education Project 
(FilVetRep) to celebrate the 
veterans and their families 
along with members of the 
Filipino-American communi-
ty, members of US Congress, 
and other supporters of the 
Congressional Gold Medal 
Act of 2015. 
 

“Tonight, we also mark a mo-
ment of shared history and 
shared victory.  Regardless 
of their circumstances, and 
regardless of their back-
grounds, our Filipino veter-
ans came forward to serve 
the same causes and princi-
ples as that of the United 
States - to uphold the same 
values of democracy and lib-
erty for all,” Philippine Em-
bassy Charge  d’ Affaires ad 
interim, Minister Patrick A. 
Chuasoto said in his remarks. 
 

“To our Filipino veterans, 
and their families, please 
accept your homeland’s con-

tinuing gratitude for all that 
you have done and sacrificed 
in the defense of freedom 
and liberty.  We thank you 
for the strength of your val-
ues and virtue, and for being 
the constant reminder to us 
all of how to live meaningful 
lives,” the Minister further 
stated. 
 

Minister Chuasoto along with 
Philippine Veterans Affairs 
Office (PVAO) Administrator 
General Ernesto Carolina 
(Ret.) and Head of the Office 
of Veterans Affairs Commo-
dore Elson Aguilar also 
joined FilVetRep and the DC 
community in a wreath lay-
ing ceremony held at the Na-
tional World War II Memori-
al in the morning of 26 Octo-
ber 2017. 

Senate Bill No. 1555 
(S.1555), the "Filipino Veter-
ans of World War II Congres-
sional Gold Medal Act of 
2015," which provides for 
the award of a single Con-
gressional gold medal of ap-
propriate design on behalf of 

the Congress, to the Filipino 
Veterans of World War II in 
recognition of their dedicat-
ed service during World War 
II was signed into law in De-
cember 2016 under the term 
of President Barack Obama. 
■ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Filipino WWII Vets get US Congressional Gold Medal 

 "Ladies and gentlemen, good morning. I am honored to welcome 
all of you to the United States Capitol. The Congressional Gold 
Medal is one of our oldest traditions. It is the highest civilian hon-
or this body can bestow. Today, pursuant to S. 1555, we award 
this Medal to the Filipino veterans of World War II. 

"...this is not simply a feel-good story of delayed recognition. We 
are here to immortalize the legacy of great liberators, who have 
paved the way for generations to follow. 
 
"Let this ceremony serve to ensure that those who fought for free-
dom are never forgotten, and always remembered. 

- excerpts from Paul Ryan speech,  US Speaker of the House  
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Toronto City Councillor James Pasternak 

WAVES FROM WARD 10 

COMMUNITY 

 
As I travel around Ward 10, it is great to see the many exciting invest-
ments we fought for that are happening in our neighbourhood. These pro-
jects will make an enormous difference for residents across Ward 10. Per-
haps none more so than the opening of the Toronto-York Spadina Subway 
Extension in December. These will be the first new subway stations 
opened in Toronto in 15 years and are just the start of a number of new 
transit projects coming to our city. We hope that the new subway riders 
will leave their cars at home resulting in reduced congestion on our local 
streets. At the same time I continue to push forward on a number of initi-
atives that have been requested by residents at my town halls, meetings 
and community forums. If you have any ideas or suggestions for improv-
ing our community, please do not hesitate to contact me at 416-392-1371. 
 

Ward 10 Community Safety Meeting on Wed., Nov 22 
 
Everyone is invited to our community safety meeting with Robert John-
son, the new Superintendent for Toronto Police Service, 32 Division. Offic-
ers will be presenting information on community, home and personal 
safety and responding to questions. My office continues to advocate on 
behalf of local communities for increased police patrols in our neighbour-
hoods.  
 

Investing in our Neighbourhood Parks & Playgrounds 

I continue to work to ensure improvements to our neighbourhood parks 
and playgrounds are funded and built. We recently celebrated the open-
ing of new City-funded playgrounds and park improvements at Faywood 
ABC School and Irving Chapley Park. We are currently working on plans 
to revitalize Balmoral Park, Clanton Park and Garthdale Parkette as well 
as further investments in Irving Chapley Park and Champlain Parkette. 

Keeping Thousands of Cars off our Local Streets 

Toronto-York Spadina Subway Extension Opens Sunday, Dec 17, 

We are very excited to announce that the Toronto-York Spadina Subway 
Extension will open on Sunday, December 17, 2017. This new subway 
extension will provide a critical extension for the existing TTC subway 
system from Ward 10's Sheppard West (Formerly Downsview) Station 
across the municipal boundary between the City of Toronto and York Re-
gion. This extension will not only provide Ward 10 residents with subway 
access to York Region but we are also hopeful it will reduce the number 
of people cutting through Ward 10's streets. 

Earl Bales Community Centre Construction                

Upgrades Well Underway and are on Schedule 

 

I am happy to announce that construction is well underway on a number 
of improvements at the Earl Bales Park Community Centre including a 
new gym. We were joined by Mayor John Tory and Parks, Forestry and 
Recreation staff for a ground-breaking ceremony in June. The work is 
scheduled to be completed by summer 2018. 

PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENCE 
DAY COUNCIL TO HOLD  
GENERAL ELECTIONS  
The Philippine Independence Day Coun-
cil - PIDC, will hold an election of the 
Executive Officers and Board of Direc-
tors for the January 2018 to December 
2019 term on December 10, 2017 
(Sunday). The exact venue and time of 
the elections are being arranged and 
will be announced later. A 5-person 
Committee on Election has been creat-
ed to supervise the conduct of election. 
 
There will be 21 positions to be filled 
by nomination and election, such as: 1. 
President, 2. Executive Vice President, 
3. Vice President -External Affairs, 4. 
Vice President - Internal Affairs, 5. Vice 
President - Special Projects, 6. Execu-
tive Secretary, 7. Assistant Secretary, 8. 
Treasurer, 9. Assistant Treasurer, 10. 
Auditor 11. Public Relations Officers 
(2), 12. Business Managers (2), 13. 
Liaison Officers (2) and 14. Directors 
(5). 
 
During the election, only Regular Mem-
bers in good standing for at least a pe-
riod of thirty (30) days on or prior to 
December 10, 2017 shall have the right 
to nominate and vote for a candidate.  
PIDC membership is open to anyone 
who is deemed to be a regular member 
of PIDC.  
 
For purposes of  definition of a regular 
member, the PIDC Constitution and By
-Laws provides in "Article 3, Section 
1.1 A  Regular Member is defined as an 
individual who is or was: a) Willing 
and consenting President(s) of all Fili-

pino-Canadian Associations in Ontario 
or his/her official designate; b) Origi-
nal consenting charter members; c) 
Chairperson of a PIDC  Working Com-
mittee ; d) Participated or contributed 
to a PIDC event or program ; e) Partici-
pated as a member of any PIDC Work-
ing Committee." 
 
If one is interested in becoming a 
member of PIDC, a membership form 
must be obtained from the PIDC web-
site (www.pidctoronto.com). This form 
must be completed and submitted at 
least 30 days prior to the election in 
order to be eligible to vote.  Forms can 
be emailed to info@pidctoronto.com 
and must include the annual member-
ship fee of $25 which can also be sent 
via email money transfer.  
 
PIDC's yearly regular events are as 
follows:  1. Annual Philippine Inde-
pendence Day Flag Raising event at 
Queen's Park 2. Salu-Salo sa Earl Bales 
Community Potluck Picnic with the 
Mabuhay Volleyball Tournament 3. 
PIDC Pageants 4. Mabuhay Cup Invita-
tional Basketball Tournament 5) 
Mabuhay Golf Tournament and 6. 
Mabuhay Philippines Festival. 
 
Interested Filipino Canadians are en-
couraged to participate and join the 
umbrella organization to be a part of a 
heritage-focused & forward- thinking 
association towards achieving a more 
progressive and unified community. 
(Tony A. San Juan) 

by Councillor Neethan Shan. 

I believe last week's City 

Council vote sends a mes-
sage that we all recognize 
that the Filipino community 
has a longstanding history 
in the City of Toronto and 
deserves this recognition. 

No matter where I go in this 
city - when I visit North 
York, Scarborough, Eto-
bicoke and downtown To-

ronto - I always find many 
Filipino Torontonians giv-
ing back to their local 
neighbourhoods and com-
munities. 

I have spent the last three 
years working hard to build 
transit, fight traffic conges-
tion and keep the city af-
fordable. None of the suc-

cess we've had in building 
up the city would be possi-
ble without the help of 
strong communities like 
Toronto's Filipino commu-
nity. 

I look forward to declaring 
Filipino Heritage Month 
with a proclamation next 
June and to celebrating this 

achievement with the com-
munity. The month will be 
an opportunity to better 
understand Filipino Herit-
age as part of our shared 
history and to celebrate the 
many contributions of our 
wonderful Filipino commu-
nity." ■ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mayor Tory favors 
Filipino Heritage ... 

Action Honda voted Best 
Overall Car Dealership 

Once again the Readers of the Scarborough Mirror voted Action Honda 
Best of the Best Import and Overall Car Dealership. This award is a tribute 
to dedication and professionalism of all the staff at Action Honda.  

From left to right is Ron Klein Marketing Consultant Scarborough Mirror. Philip So 
Dealer Principal and Rafael Nebres General Manager  

tel:(416)%20392-1371
https://maps.google.com/?q=10%27s+Sheppard+West&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.pidctoronto.com/
mailto:info@pidctoronto.com
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COMMUNITY 

Boo! It was a Friday evening 
of Halloween -themed cele-
bration, with guests and 
members joining in colour-
ful fun faced - and - eerily 
costumed regalia.  Proudly, 
the Batangas Provincial As-
sociation of Canada - BPAC, a 
20 - year old province- 
based organization had its 
end-of-the year event held 
on October 27, 2017 at Rem-
brandt Banquet Halls, To-
ronto, Ontario. 

Jointly and ably emceed by 
Efren De Villa and Elsa Alta-
mirano, the evening's pro-
gram included welcome re-
marks by BPAC governor 
Perry Villanueva, a brief 
message by the special guest 
of honour, Member of Par-
liament John McKay, and the 
event's best - in- costume 
contest. P. Villanueva re-
ported that the solid Ba-
tangeno organization is 
"getting stronger" and has 
continuously provided a 

"number of worthy dona-
tions and projects" in the 
land of Ala-eh! 

In attendance, were over 
150 guests and members 
with their family members 
who were treated with 
sumptuous dinner, desserts 
and drinks. The ballroom 
dancing floor was filled with 
graceful and enthusiastic 
dancers gyrating to the pop-
ular & classical music pro-
vided live by Ricky Rosos & 
his 5 - person band, accom-
panied by 2 lovely chanteus-
es and complimented by a 
DJ service. Among the happy 
party participants were 
some members and officers 
of other community associa-
tions such as: SOSA, FCT, 
PCCT, PIDC, UPATT and the 
Barangays Ginebra & Tan-
duay. 

Before the full celebration 
started, the Outstanding Ca-
nadian Awards Committee 

headed by Ray Alix, found-
ing BPAC governor, made a 
special presentation to cur-
rent and former governors 
and officers of BPAC, and 
invited guests who were 
nominated and selected re-
cently to receive the 2017 
OCA awards. Hon. John 
McKay, Member of Parlia-
ment for Scarborough-
Guildwood presented offi-
cial certificates of recogni-
tion and OCA's golden me-
dallions to: Perry Villanueva, 
Elsa Altamirano, Edwin 
Aguila, Efren De Villa, Emma 
Aguila, and Theresa Luman-
lan. Former governor Ray 
Dacillo received his award 
on October 7.  

The 5 - hour get together 
was indeed a night filled 
with lots of kumustahans, 
fellowship, bantering, net-
working and best wishes........  
trademarks of  Batanguenos 
and their kababayans. (Tony 
A. San Juan) 

L-R :  Tony A.San Juan( for awardee Fermer Santos), Edwin Aguila (former governor), Vicky Gerra( for 
awardee Linda Javier), Emma Aguila (vice-governor), Elsie Altamirano (former governor), Theresa Lu-
manlan, Hon. MP John MacKay, O.C.A chair Ray Alix (former governor), Ray Dacillo (former governor), 
Efren De Villa (former vice-governor), Perry Villanueva (governor) and Frank Cruzet. 

Batangas Provincial Association of 
Canada Celebrates Year-End Event 

Knights of Rizal Canada 
Region to commemorate 
martyrdom of national 
hero, Dr. Jose P. Rizal 

TORONTO, Ontario, Canada - 
The Knights of Rizal Canada 
Region headed by Sir Ed C. 
Prillo, KGOR, and Sir Romy 
Sinajon, KGOR, regional com-
mander and deputy regional 
commander respectively, are 
reminding the different  Ri-
zal commanders to kindly 
strengthen and give empha-
sis on the preparation of the 
forthcoming 121st celebra-
tion of the martyrdom and 
death anniversary of the 
Philippine national hero, Dr. 

Jose P. Rizal. 

This year the Knights of Rizal 
Etobicoke Chapter, headed 
by Sir Elmer Manzo, KCR, 
will be the host chapter in 
the celebration of the mar-
tyrdom of Dr. Jose P. Rizal, 
and will be supported by the 
different Rizal chapters in 
Canada, namely: Kaba-
baihang Rizalista, Ladies of 
Rizal, Aspiration of Rizal, and 
the youth of Arm of Rizal. 

The event will be held at the 
Earl Bales Park, North York 
at the statue of Dr. Jose P. 
Rizal. The Filipino communi-
ty is invited to participate in 
this historical event. 

For more information. please 
contact   

Sir Ed Prillo at (416) 557 - 
6240 (email: epril-
lo@sympatico.ca);  or Sir  
Pastor Elmer Manzo at (647) 
629 - 4732 (email: 
elmermanzo@gmail.com).  
- St. Jamestown News 
Service. DO/MP 

Dr. Jose P. Rizal 

 

 

Winter Escapade 5 Still 
Open for Registration 

The Philippine Consulate General would like to inform eve-
ryone that the forthcoming Winter Escapade 5 - It's More 
Fun in the Philippines (WE-IMFIT 5), which will bring par-
ticipants to major tour destinations in the Philippines as 
Bacolod, Davao and Manila on 3 to 11 February 2018, is 
still open for registration. 
 
Interested participants may send their registration forms 
directly to: 
 
Rajah Tours at winterescapade@rajahtours.com.ph,  
copy furnished the Philippine Consulate Toronto at  
consularmatters@philcongen-toronto.com  
or cultural.officer@philcongen-toronto.com.   
 
Alternatively, on-line registration is available at 
www.winterescapadeph.com. 
 
Tour participants may remit their payments directly to the 
nearest iRemit branches in their area. 

School Trustee Marlene Mogado with Dahlia Beronilla, pose with the winning photo of the Mogado 
garden at Fincham Ave., one of the top 50 winners in the photo contest portion, on display at the 
awarding event. 

Two FilCan homes win fabulous garden hon-
ors in Markham along with 150 others in a 
city-wide selection of best gardens by event 
sponsor Happy Life Markham Gardens150 to 
celebrate Canada's 150 years anniversary 
milestone. Mayor Frank Scarpitti gave out 
the recognitions and awards at ceremonies 
held on October 27, 2017 at the Angus Glen 
Community Center. Judging was done anony-
mously the whole summer, with criteria that 
included  color usage, aesthetic presentation, 
wow factor, and passion in caring and tidi-
ness consistency. 

Joe and Jovita Herminiano are congratulated by Mayor Frank Scarpitti and sponsors for also winning the "Best Use 
of Flowers" award, one of 15 main awards, for their home at Featherstone Blvd. 

City of Markham’s Fabulous Gardens 

tel:(416)%20557-6240
tel:(416)%20557-6240
mailto:eprillo@sympatico.ca
mailto:eprillo@sympatico.ca
tel:(647)%20629-4732
tel:(647)%20629-4732
mailto:elmermanzo@gmail.com
mailto:winterescapade@rajahtours.com.ph
mailto:consularmatters@philcongen-toronto.com
mailto:cultural.officer@philcongen-toronto.com
http://www.winterescapadeph.com/
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TOURISM 

About NaFFAA 
The National Federation of Filipino American Associations 
(NaFFAA) is a non-profit, non-partisan organization. Estab-
lished in 1997, NaFFAA has been the standard bearer for pro-
moting the welfare and well-being of the 4 million Filipinos and 
Filipino Americans throughout the United States. NaFFAA’s 
vision is to serve as the voice of all Filipinos and Filipino Ameri-
cans by uniting, engaging, and empowering diverse individuals 
and community organizations through leadership develop-
ment, civic engagement, and national advocacy.  
www.naffaa.org 

(Filipinos are generally very 
friendly), but avoid being 
cocky or intrusive. It’s also 
important to note that Filipi-
nos are quite indirect and 
will avoid giving an outright 
“no” at all costs, as they fear 
it could come off offensive. 
This might be a bit frustrat-
ing to a foreigner, especially 
when trying to set up a gath-
ering or extending an invita-
tion, but the Filipino way of 
saying no can come in the 
form of phrases like “We’ll 
see,” “I’m not sure,” or “I’ll 
try to make it but…”. 

Don’t arrive on time 

…at least to casual gather-
ings. Filipinos are notorious 
for adhering to something 
called “Filipino time”, which 
refers to anywhere from a 15
-minute to an hour-long de-
lay on the clock. So Filipino 
events will almost always 
start at least a few minutes 
late. Many are trying to get 
rid of this stereotype and 
formal gatherings are much 
more likely to begin on 
schedule, but don’t be sur-
prised when your Filipino 
friends are only leaving their 

homes by the time you’ve 
gotten to your meeting place. 

Don’t get offended too eas-
ily 

I know what you’re think-
ing—Filipinos get offended 
and immediately declare 
persona non grata, but eve-
ryone else isn’t allowed to? 
The thing is that Filipinos are 
mostly very happy, fun-
loving people. However, 
their sense of humor might 
not always fit yours. As op-
posed to dry humor, Filipi-
nos usually enjoy a more 
slapstick, situational, silly 
kind of humor. So in a cir-
cumstance where a local imi-
tates your accent, for exam-
ple, and proceeds to laugh, 
this isn’t a form of mockery, 
but simply a good-natured 
joke, expressing amusement 
over something different. It 
might become annoying to 
some, but just remember, it’s 
hardly, if ever, done out of 
spite. 

Don’t go without prior 
research 

The Philippines is one of 
those countries many people 
assume is unsafe due to how 
it’s portrayed in the media. 
It’s important to remember 
that the media tend to mag-
nify the extremes and atten-
tion-grabbing events. While 
there are places in the coun-

try best avoided by tourists 
to be on the safe side, like 
certain provinces in Minda-
nao, as long as you travel 
smartly, taking common pre-
caution, you should be per-
fectly fine elsewhere in the 
archipelago. Prior research 
will help you decide where 
to go, what to do, and for 
those whose cultures are 
extremely different from 
that of Filipinos’, what to 
expect. It also won’t hurt to 
know a few Filipino words to 
exchange with the locals. 
They love hearing visitors 
trying to speak their lan-
guage (and again, don’t get 
offended if they respond 
with laughter—this is an 
indication of amusement). 

Don’t let the bizarre-
sounding food scare you 

This will almost always ap-
ply to food. On the one hand, 
Filipinos are food aficiona-
dos. They love to eat and 
food is a huge part of their 
culture. And on the other, 
they are fantastic cooks who 
don’t let anything go to 
waste—so brace yourself for 
dishes made of animal parts 
you never considered edible. 
You’ll be in the land of 
chopped up pig’s face on a 
sizzling plate (sisig), hard-
boiled duck embryo (balut), 
and grilled chicken intes-
tines on a stick (isaw). If 

you’re the type to get 
squeamish quite easily, you 
might be better off not ask-
ing what something is. Just 
try it and should it not suit 
your fancy, simply don’t 
have it again. But do try to 
step out of your comfort 
zone. This is the perfect 
place to channel your more 
adventurous side. 

Don’t drive in Manila un-
less absolutely necessary 

Instead of sharing the road, 
driving in Manila feels like 
Darwin’s survival of the fit-
test. Not only is it a challenge 
manoeuvring through the 
Metro’s complicated routes, 
the difficulty is upped a level 
by having to compete with 
the jeepneys that pull over 
without warning and the 
huge buses that swerve care-
lessly, expecting other mo-
torists to automatically give 
way. The extreme road con-
gestion and ceaseless rush-
hour traffic don’t help much 
either. So unless you abso-
lutely must, you’ll be best off 
leaving the driving to your 
Uber. 

Don’t expect everything 
to be dirt cheap 

Sure, the Philippines is a 
much cheaper country than 
the US or many of those in 
Europe, but don’t assume 

you’re being cheated just 
because you’re being 
charged a bit more than 
what you hoped for. To avoid 
a heated exchange with a 
store owner or a pedicab 
driver, the best way to go 
about things is by firmly 
agreeing on a price before-
hand. If they insist on an 
amount you wouldn’t be 
happy to pay, simply walk 
away. When bargaining, 
pleasantly make your offers 
and if you’re not happy with 
theirs, politely decline. Re-
member, while you’re trying 
to make a good buy on your 
end, they’re making a living 
on theirs. 

Don’t bring up religion 

At least during casual con-
versation, try to avoid get-
ting into a discussion on reli-
gion. The Philippines is a 
significantly Catholic nation, 
and many, especially those of 
the older generations, are 
very pious. In fact, in the 
Philippines divorce is illegal, 
and the use of sexual contra-
ception is still largely 
frowned upon (some things 
the younger generations are 
trying to change). So in the 
attempt to not upset a tita or 
lola, it would probably be 
best to reserve the atheism 
talks for another trip.  

culturetrip.com 

(Continued from page 3) 

11 Things Tourist 
should not do in  
the Philippines... 

http://www.naffaa.org/
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Saffron Alexander  
 
Plenty of us remain scepti-
cal over the alleged 'love at 
first sight' phenomenon, 
believing it to belong only 
in movies and cheesy ro-
mance novels. In an age of 
apps like Bumble or our 
own Telegraph Dating, digi-
tal innovation can give the 
impression that old fash-
ioned notions have fallen 
by the wayside, but the re-
ality is that they are quite 
compatible. 

Many young people contin-
ue to believe in love at first 
sight, even in the age of the 
internet, and studies have 
shown that they may be on 
to something: 'love at first 
sight' does happen more 
often than we think - espe-
cially for older adults. 

One study, from online re-
tirement community Retire 
Savvy, found that people in 
later life are more able to 
tell if they are attracted to 
something from the mo-
ment they first look at 
them. One in four people 
aged 65 or older said they 
can confidently tell within 
seconds whether they are 

attracted to a new date, 
while just 19 per cent of 
peopled aged 45 or older 
could say the same.  

People in their 60s were 
also revealed to be more 
likely to end a date within 
minutes if they don't imme-
diately take to the person 
they are with. 

The study reveals that, as 
we get older, we start to 
know exactly what we 
want in life and becoming 
less inclined to compro-
mise our wishes. 77 per 
cent of over 65s said they 
have a clear life plan in 
mind, compared to just 55 
per cent of people in their 
forties.  

The results showed that 
singletons in later life are 
much more likely to know 
where they want to go or 
what they want to do on a 
date, as well as knowing 
where they hope the rela-
tionship with lead. In con-
trast, less than half of peo-
ple in their forties could 
say the same.  

Additionally, a study in 
people aged 45 and older 
found that having someone 

to talk to becomes more 
important with age, while 
having fun and sexual 
chemistry becomes less 
important for those enter-
ing their fifties.  

Andrew Sheen, editor of 
Retire Savvy commented: 
"It's a myth that life ends 
when you reach your later 
years. Whether it's meeting 
new people clubbing or 
through online dating, 
there's an image of the over 
55's that's at least a decade 
out of date. 

"Far from being past it and 
happy to settle, the over 
55's are among the most 
confident when it comes to 
dating and romance. 

"Our survey finds the over 
55s know what they want 
from a relationship and 
they're not afraid to take 
the lead to get it. While in 
most cases it's a compan-
ion to share interests and 
the second half of their 
lives with, there are still 
many vivacious people in 
their fifties and sixties who 
are interested in continu-
ing their sex lives." – tele-
graph.com.uk 

Love at first sight? It's not as 
unrealistic as you might think 
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National Shrine of our Mother of Perpetual Help 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

131 McCaul St, Toronto 

 

(416) 598-3269 

 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY MASS & DEVOTIONS: 
7:30 am * 9:30am * 12 noon, * 2:30pm * 5:05pm * 7:00pm 

 

Even the WAVES obey Him... Religious Inspirations 

Read WAVES NEWS online   
www.filipinosmakingwaves.com 

TO ADVERTISE 
EMAIL US at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

November is when we remember... 

Churchgoers 
reminded 
against use of 
cell phones 
during Mass 

Members of the clergy ex-
pressed support for the call 
of Pope Francis against the 
use of smartphones inside 
the Church, especially dur-
ing Mass. 

Sorsogon Bishop Arturo 
Bastes urged churchgoers 
to control themselves and 
refrain from using their 
mobile devices while at-
tending Mass. 

“As a pastor, as a bishop I 
find it (smartphone) very 
useful that we have this 
because anybody has it an-
yway. The bad one is to 
abuse it to use that in the 
wrong time, like during 
mass or during religious 
services. They have to con-
trol themselves,” he said in 
an interview over Church-
run Radio Veritas. 

With this, the chairman of 
the Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference of the Philippines-
Episcopal Commission on 
Missions (CBCP-ECM) not-
ed that it is not bad to use 
or patronize modern tech-
nology but the people 
should know where to use 
them. 

On the other hand, Fr. Je-
rome Secillano, executive 
secretary of the CBCP-
Public Affairs Committee 
(PAC), said the faithful 
should know the limita-
tions of using smartphones. 

“Churchgoers should be 
responsible enough to re-
frain from using phones 
during church services. 

“Banning it smacks of con-
trol, which the faithful 
practically abhor. We wish 
the faithful to be mature 
enough to realize that using 
phones deviates from the 
objective of praying while 
inside the church,” he add-
ed. 

It was reported that the 
Philippines ranks third 
among countries in South-
east Asia for the most num-
ber of smartphone users, 
wherein three out of 10 
Filipinos have cellphones. 

Earlier, the Holy Father 
said that mass is a time for 
prayer and not for people 
to take out their camera 
phones. (PNA) 

Bishop Arturo Bastes 

Family, friends mark 21st death 
anniversary of Jesuit martyr 
Brother Richie Fernando, who died saving students in Cambodia in 1996, is the 
26-year-old Filipino Jesuit seminarian now on the road to sainthood 

 

By Paterno Esmaquel 

 

MANILA, Philippines – "Do I 
deserve to be the mother of 
Richie?" 

Exactly 21 years after her 
son Richie Fernando died, 
78-year-old Visitacion Fer-
nando said she sometimes 
finds herself still asking this 
question. 

Fernando was killed on Oc-
tober 17, 1996, after he 
tried to stop his student, 
Sarom, from releasing a 
grenade in a school for the 
handicapped in Cambodia. 
Shielding Sarom and other 
students from an explosion, 
Fernando was the one who 
died. 

Mrs. Fernando's son, the 26
-year-old Jesuit seminarian, 
is now on the road to saint-
hood.. 

Fernando's family and 
friends marked his 21st 
death anniversary on Tues-
day, October 17, by cele-
brating a 6:00 am Mass and 
having breakfast at the Fer-
nandos' residence a few 
steps away from church. 

Fernando's eldest brother, 
Raymond Fernando, said 
their family is "happy" that 
the Jesuit seminarian could 
be declared the first Filipi-
no saint born in the 20th 
century. 

Fernando's religious order, 
the Society of Jesus, better 
known as the Jesuits, re-
cently decided to work on 
having him declared a 
"blessed" and eventually a 

saint. This was after Pope 
Francis opend a new path 
to sainthood, called "offer 
of life," which observers 
said could apply in the 
young Filipino's case. 

Happy but low key 

The Fernandos, however, 
prefer to be "low key" 
about the push for Fer-
nando's sainthood. 

Raymond Fernando, 53, 
said their family "would 
like to" see his brother de-
clared a saint within their 
lifetime, but "it really de-
pends on God's plan." 

The Mass on Tuesday was 
presided over by Jesuit 
priest Father Chris Dumad-
ag, novice director at the 
Jesuits' Sacred Heart Novi-
tiate in Novaliches, Quezon 
City. 

The Mass was held at Mary 
the Queen Parish in Novali-
ches, where the stained 

glass retablo behind the 
altar shows an image of 
Fernando. 

Fernando was one year 
ahead of Dumadag at the 
Jesuit novitiate. 

"You know, Richie was one 
of the freest persons I've 
ever met in my life. He was 
always available to every-
one, so that his very own 
life is but a means, a real 
authentic instrument for 
the Spirit of our Lord to 
work, through him to oth-
ers," Dumadag said in his 
homily on Tuesday. 

The priest added: "When 
one has no fear, one is inte-
riorly free. It does not mat-
ter whether you die at a 
ripe old age, or at an inno-
cently young age. What 
matters most is that one 
gives one's life for others, 
especially if that other is 
Jesus our Lord." – Rap-
pler.com 

ROLE MODEL. Jesuit seminarian Richie Fernando, 26, is 
remembered for trying to stop his student from releasing a 
grenade in a school for the handicapped in Cambodia. Photo 
from sjapc.net 
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CANADA NEWS WAVES 

Immigration has had an immeasur-
able effect on Canada. In 2017, Can-
ada stands as a country of 36.5 mil-
lion people and a world leader on 
various scales (Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Devel-
opment, G7, Canadian Index of 
Wellbeing). 

Generations of immigrants have 
brought their talents to, and are 
inextricably woven into a prosper-
ous, stable Canada. In fact, one in 
five Canadians is foreign-born, the 
highest among the G7. Canada has 
benefited tremendously from im-
migration, as it contributes to eco-
nomic prosperity, diversity, and 
our nation’s strong cultural fabric. 

In the current global environment, 
Canada has an opportunity to lev-
erage its strong, well-managed im-
migration system. It can do so by 
continuing to attract high-skilled 
workers to support an innovative 
economy, while continuing to reu-
nite families and cement Canada’s 
reputation as a global leader in ref-
ugee protection. 

With this in mind, the government 
has established a new multi-year 
immigration levels plan. This aims 
to build upon the current plan for 
300,000 permanent residents in 
2017 by increasing the number of 
new permanent residents wel-

comed to Canada over a three-year 
period, beginning with an increase 
to 310,000 immigrants in 2018, 
330,000 in 2019 and 340,000 in 
2020. 

Each immigration class will see a 
steady increase over the three-year 
period. The majority of the increase 
will be in economic programs. 

The adoption of a growth-oriented 
multi-year levels plan will help us 
to: 

 plan for the future and address 
the impact of our aging population, 

 support economic growth and 
innovation and address labour 
market needs, and 

 reinforce our global leadership 
on immigration and uphold our 
humanitarian commitments by 
offering protection to those in 
need. 

Our demographics 

The aging of our population and a 
declining fertility rate will continue 
to have a significant impact on our 
economy. In 1971, there were 6.6 
people of working age for each sen-
ior. By 2012, the worker-to-retiree 
ratio had dropped to 4.2 to 1, and 
projections put the ratio at 2 to 1 
by 2036, at which time five million 
Canadians are set to retire. 

Immigration alone cannot solve 
this demographic challenge, but it 
can help, as we look to keep our 
economy growing and maintain our 
commitments for health care, pub-
lic pensions and other social pro-
grams. In recent years, more than 
80 per cent of the immigrants we 
admit have been under 45 years of 
age. 

Our economic and labour market 
needs 

Immigration also helps to spur in-
novation domestically. In the eco-
nomic class, immigrants are select-
ed for their positive impact on our 
economy. Some already have a job 
in Canada. Others are chosen be-
cause they have skills and educa-
tion we need in our economy. 

For example, while immigrants ac-
count for approximately 20 percent 
of Canada’s population, they are a 
major source of science, technolo-
gy, engineering and math (STEM) 
skills, representing around 50 per-
cent of all STEM degree-holders in 
Canada at the bachelor’s level and 
above. These skills are important in 
a knowledge economy. 

Immigrants also have a higher rate 
of entrepreneurship than their Ca-
nadian-born counterparts. Beyond 
job creation, these activities can 
also attract investment and trade 
ties to Canada, and help generate 
innovation domestically. 

Provinces and territories are im-
portant partners in immigration, 
and they have their own programs 
to select economic immigrants. The 
Provincial Nominee Program has 
grown considerably in recent years, 
and will grow further under the 
current plan as we work with prov-
inces and territories to address re-
gional labour market needs. 

Immigration reflects our values 

Immigration has made Canada the 
nation it is today, one that’s di-
verse, prosperous and welcoming 
to those in need. In any given year, 
we bring in immigrants from up-
wards of 190 different countries. 
While this creates important link-
ages in a global economy, it also 
adds enormously to the richness of 
our society. Canadians take pride in 
the fact that our country is diverse 
and open to all, which in turn helps 
us to attract the best and the 
brightest. 

Canada has a strong history of 
reaching out to those truly in need. 
Canadians can be proud of the fact 
that of all the refugees resettled 
globally every year, Canada takes in 
one in ten. More and more people 
are fleeing persecution globally. 
This levels plan ensures that we 
will continue to play a leading role 
in maintaining that humanitarian 
tradition. 

We also recognize the importance 
of reuniting families, and the levels 

plan ensures we can address back-
logs and bring in family members 
more quickly in a number of cate-
gories. 

Integration 

Immigration only works for Canada 
if we can help ensure that immi-
grants integrate and contribute to 
our economy and our communities. 

Canada is unique among immigrant
-receiving countries in placing 
great emphasis on providing assis-
tance to recently arrived immi-
grants to weather their migration 
transition period. Settlement ser-
vices, such as language training, 
employment services and newcom-
er orientation are linked to immi-
grant success. 

In 2016-17, more than 412,000 
permanent residents accessed at 
least one settlement service in Can-
ada. When surveyed, 91 percent of 
Settlement Program clients report-
ed being able to make informed 
decisions on a wide variety of sub-
jects, including education, health 
care and housing. And 87 percent 
of clients who were in Canada for 
one year or more reported being 
able to use an official language to 
function and participate in Canadi-
an society. 

An increasing number of the people 
we select for immigration are al-
ready here, as a temporary foreign 
worker, or having studied at one of 
our universities or other post-
secondary institutions. These indi-
viduals know our country, speak 
one or both of our official lan-
guages, and generally have work 
experience here. They are excellent 
candidates because we can be rela-
tively assured they will integrate 
well. 

Growing Canada’s Future 

The Government of Canada is com-
mitted to an immigration system 
that strengthens the Canadian mid-
dle class through economic growth, 
supports diversity and helps build 
dynamic and inclusive communi-
ties, while maintaining border se-
curity, and to preserving the health, 
safety and security of Canadians. 

Our immigration system has made 
Canada the nation it is today – one 
that is diverse, prosperous and wel-
coming to those in need. De-
mographics and diverse labour 
market needs drive Canada’s de-
mand for immigration, but it is our 
commitment to integration and to 
helping those in need that sets us 
apart. 

Immigration will continue to play a 
crucial role in keeping our country 
at the forefront of the global econo-
my. Thanks to immigration, Canada 
is in a better position than other 
countries, like our G7 counterparts, 
to face future labour force challeng-
es arising from our aging popula-
tion. ■ 

Canada to admit nearly 1 million immigrants over the next 3 years 
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2-month old Dominic Chea at 
his first Halloween. 

2-year old Damian Mendoza is 
Robin with Batman dad, Myles. 

7-month old Nico Castro happy 
to be a Penguin 

Riley Castro, as Princess, wonders around at a Pumpkin farm, com-
plete with her Halloween basket and milk bottle.   

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, made-up as Clark Kent with a Superman undershirt, takes a 
break from his busy office to be with his Halloween-costumed family. 

The crucial advice from Michelle Obama's parents 
that led her to Barack Obama 
By Zameena Mejia 

Why the secret to your suc-
cess is who you marry   

If former U.S. first lady 
Michelle Obama had to pick 
the words that have guided 
her over the years, she said 
she would pick a song by Ste-
vie Wonder or a poem by 
Maya Angelou. Despite those 
and many other points of 
inspirations, Obama said the 
words she thinks of every 
day are those of her parents: 

"When I think about the 
words that stay in my head, 
that guide me, what I wake 
up to every day, it's the voice 
of Marian and Fraser Robin-
son," she said in an interview 
with poet Elizabeth Alexan-
der during the inaugural 
Obama Foundation Summit 
in her Chicago hometown. 

Obama reflected on the 
words and phrases that her 
parents shared with her 

growing up: "Do what you 
say you're going to do, be 
honest and true, and treat 
people with dignity and re-
spect." 

"Those words guide me and 

they led me to Barack 
Obama," she added, "who 
reminded me very much of 
my own father in his decency 
and his honesty and his com-
passion. That was my foun-
dation." 

Michelle and Barack Obama 
celebrated their 25th wed-
ding anniversary this past 
October, during which 
Michelle tweeted to Barack, " 
you're still my best friend 
and the most extraordinary 
man I know." 

She underscored how when 
thinking about the everyday 
words that personally influ-
ence you, they don't have to 
be poetic or set to music to 
matter. 

"Most of the words that 
guide us are those words 
that we've heard growing 
up," Obama said. "For me, I 
had some pretty powerful 
parents who were very un-
derstated and humble in 
their own rights, but I live 
each day trying to make 
them proud." 

She believes she has her later 
father, Fraser, to thank for 
this way of perceiving each 
day. 

Before Obama was born, Fra-
ser used to be an athlete who 
used to box and swim until 
he was suddenly stricken 
with MS. Growing up, Obama 
said she saw how despite 
Fraser's disability," he com-
manded a level of respect," 
and was the center of not 
just their nuclear family, but 
their entire family. 

"My father used to sit in his 
chair and people would come 
for advice, they would come 
for money, for love, for affir-
mation and he would give 
that affirmation so willing-
ly," Obama said. "But the 
thing that I remembered 
about my father is that he 
never complained." 

In spite of needing a cane to 
walk, Fraser got up each 
day, put on his blue uni-
form and drove to work at a 
water filtration plant in Chi-
cago. ■ 

Michelle and former US President Barack Obama 

Halloween Pics 

Birthday Celebrants 

This couple has reasons to smile.   Sheng M. Sheryl and Ricky Quitay  
share the same birthday and celebrated their day with  friends. 

Michelle Obama  will be in Toronto to speak about education and 
equality for girls and women around the world. on Nov 28. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 

 

OPENING SOON! 

 

 N.B.I. CLEARANCE 
 FINGERPRINTS 
 POLICE CHECKS 
 CREDIT CHECKS 

Pregnant?  
Ellen Adarna a no-show  
at Bench fashion show 

Promotional photo for the Bench fashion show featuring Ellen Adarna. - Courtesy of 
Adarna's Facebook page  

Ellen Adarna did not make an appearance at the Bench fashion show at 
Mall of Asia Arena on Saturday, fueling further speculation that she is 
pregnant. 

Weeks prior, the actress posted on Facebook a promotional photo for the 
event featuring her, which led many to believe that she would be walking 
the runway with the likes of Solenn Heussaff and Lovi Poe.  

Her absence renewed talks about her possibly being pregnant, with Pep 

claiming, hours after the fashion show, without naming sources, that she 
is carrying John Lloyd Cruz's child.  

The report also said that her pregnancy was the reason behind her no-
show.  

Adarna has yet to post anything on social media about the issue.  

It was last month when rumors began claiming that she is expecting, with 
Cruz, whom she is being romantically linked with, said to be the father.  

Her name was dragged into the mill after many assumed that veteran 
newscaster Jay Sonza was referring to her when he opened about his 
niece's pregnancy.  

The Kapamilya actress has already denied this with Pep, saying that he 
and Sonza are not related.  - ABS-CBN News ■ 

http://www.pep.ph/news/68449/ellen-adarna-dismisses-pregnancy-rumor-says-shes-not-related-to-jay-sonza
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Host:  KUYA NESTOR 

 
(Waves of our Lives) 

Sundays  8:30 pm - 9:00pm 

Catch the WAVES   
every Sunday  

at www.pinoyradio.com 

 

Every Friday at 
8pm on FTV 
Channel 869 

Watch TV host  

Joel Recla  
with his guests 

Factory, in association with b 
current performing arts, is 
proud to present the world 
premiere of trace, a one-man-
two-piano-play written, com-
posed and performed by for-
mer Factory Artistic Associate 
Jeff Ho (Ophelia, Prince Ham-
let/Why Not Theatre), and 
directed by Factory Artistic 
Director Nina Lee Aquino. 

A painfully personal story of 
family and genealogy, trace 
follows the footprints taken by 
Jeff’s great grandmother who 
fled the Japanese in WWII by 
escaping to Hong Kong, losing 
one of her two sons during the 
trek; his mother’s similar pil-
grimage to Canada, also with 
two sons in tow; and by Jeff 
himself, when he too em-
barked on a journey, moving 
from Markham to Montreal to 
pursue an uncharacteristically 
Chinese life. 

Spanning 100 years and three 
generations, and featuring 
virtuosic original piano com-
positions composed by Jeff, 
trace is a chamber play struc-
tured as a piano sonata with a 
prelude, three movements and 
a coda. A convergence of the-

atrical and symphonic story-
telling, trace celebrates the 
courage and strength of his 
matriarchal forebears while 
acknowledging the lasting 
implications of familial sacri-
fice. 

trace marks the playwriting 
debut from Jeff Ho, referred 
to as a “discreet revelation” by 
the Montreal Gazette. Select 
acting credits include: Hana’s 
Suitcase (Tour: Toronto/
Montreal/Seattle/YPT), Un-
known Soldier (lemontree/
Architect Theatre), Murderers 
Confess at Christmastime 
(Outside the March), Taming 
of the Shrew, Romeo and Juliet 
(Repercussion Theatre), Incor-
porated (SyFy/CBS), and Or-
phan Black (BBC America). As 
a playwright, Jeff has held res-
idencies with the Stratford 
Playwright’s Retreat 2016, 
Nightswimming, Cahoots Hot 
House Unit, Banff Centre Play-
wrights Lab, and Factory The-
atre. Jeff began playing piano 
at age five, graduated from the 
National Theatre School in 
2013, and won a Harold 
award in 2017. 

Nina Lee Aquino is the cur-

rent Artistic Director of Facto-
ry Theatre and former Artistic 
Director of fu-GEN Asian Ca-
nadian Theatre Company 
(2002 – 2010) and Cahoots 
Theatre Company (2009 – 
2013). She is the editor of 
Canada’s first Asian-Canadian 
2-volume drama anthology 
love + relasianships and the co-
editor of the award winning 
New Essays on Canadian Thea-
tre Volume One: Asian Canadi-
an Theatre (Playwrights Cana-
da Press). Awards for her di-
rectorial work include: the 
Ken McDougall Award 2004, 
the Canada Council John 
Hirsch Prize 2008, and two 
Dora Mavor Moore Awards for 
Outstanding Direction. Thea-
tre credits include trace, ac-
quiesce, Banana Boys, The Un-
plugging (Factory Theatre); 
The Drawer Boy (Theatre 
Passe Muraille); James and the 
Giant Peach, Scarberia, Sultans 
of the Street (Young People’s 
Theatre); The Wanderers, pa-
per SERIES (Cahoots); carried 
away on the crest of a wave 
(Tarragon); Ching Chong Chi-
naman, lady in the red dress, 
Singkil (fu-GEN).   ■ 

Factory presents the World Premiere of 

trace 

Written, Composed and Performed by Jeff Ho 

Directed by Nina Lee Aquino 

November 11 – December 3, 2017 

Getting ready for Nov 24 

Patti Austin Concert 

Lorrie Ilustre, one of the most sought-after musical directors, 
arrived Sunday, Nov 19 for the PATTI AUSTIN Live in Toronto 
concert.    With him are Executive Producer, Sani Baluyot  
and Melo Villanueva of Primetime Events group.  A 10-piece 
band will be backing up multi-hits recording artist and Gram-
my Award winner, Ms. Austin. The show features some of 
our community’s best singers:  Alyssa Grace Datu, Annie Lux, 
Alecza Marie, Keeana and DK Tijam.  FACEBOOK PHOTO 
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Mon Torralba 

MUSIC STAND 

Born November 7, 2017, Kayla Autumn , is the 
newest addition to the Torralba family.  Congrat-
ulations to proud parents, Olivia and Oliver.  
Now, your princess Kiera has a baby sister!   

Newly Arrived 

Anak 

Freddie Aguilar 
Intro: Am          F--G--Am-- 
 
Verse 1 
 
   No'ng isilang ka sa mundong ito 
     F 
   Laking tuwa ng magulang mo 
       G                        Am 
   At ang kamay nila ang iyong ilaw 
      Am 
   At ang nanay at tatay mo 
    F 
   Di malaman ang gagawin 
      G                     Am 
   Minamasdan pati pagtulog mo 
          F                          G 
   At sa gabi'y napupuyat ang iyong nanay 
                         Am 
   Sa pagtimpla ng gatas mo 
           F                        G 
   At sa umaga nama'y kalong ka ng iyong amang 
                  Am 
   Tuwang-tuwa sa iyo 
 
Verse 2 
 
            Am 
   Ngayon nga'y malaki ka na 
       F 
   Ang nais mo'y maging malaya 
    G 
   Di man sila payag, walang magagawa 
         Am 
   Ikaw nga'y biglang nagbago 
     F      
   Naging matigas ang iyong ulo 
      G 
   At ang payo nila'y sinuway mo 
 
               F   
   Di mo man lang inisip  
                     G                Am 
   Na ang kanilang ginagawa'y para sa iyo 
               F                        G 
   Pagkat ang nais moy masunod ang layaw mo 
                    Am 
   Di mo sila pinapansin 
 
 
 

Panaginip 

Music:  Lorrie Ilustre 
Lyrics:  Dennis Garcia 
 
As originally recorded by HOTDOG 

 
Intro:  
  BbM7 C/Bb Am7 D7#5(b9) D7  
  Gm7 C7sus C7 (pause) 
 
Verse 1 
 
        FM7                               EbM7 
   Hindi ako makapaniwalang 
           Gm7                         C7sus C7 
   Ikaw ay nasa aking piling 
        Gm                     Gm(maj7) C7sus C7 
   Hindi ako makapaniwalang 
             FM7                      Eb/F F7 
   Ako'y iyong hinahagkan 
 
Chorus 
   
 BbM7              Am7          Dm7 
   Kung ikaw ay isang panaginip 
     Gm7         C7     FM7  Eb/F F 
   Ayoko nang magising 
   BbM7 C/Bb      Am7         D7sus D7 
   Kung ikaw ay isang panaginip 
     Gm7                  C7sus C7 
   Ayoko nang magising 
 
Verse 2 
 
         FM7                               EbM7 
   Hindi ako makapaniwalang 
                 Gm7                      C7sus C7 
   Pag-ibig mo'y hindi na lihim 
         Gm                    Gm(maj7) Gm7 C9 
   Hindi ako makapaniwalang 
          FM7                        Eb/F F7 
   Ako ang iyong napiling ibigin 
 
   (Repeat Chorus) 
 

   Adlib: FM7 - EbM7 - Gm7 - C7sus - C7 

      Gm - Gm(maj 7) - Gm7 - C9 - FM7 - Eb/F - F7 
 
   (Repeat Chorus except last line) 
 
    Gm7    Eb9 
   Ayoko, ayoko 
    Gm7            C9sus C#M7 - F#M7 - BM7 - EM7 - EbM7 

   Ayoko nang ma__gising 

 

Anak….. Continued 

 

Verse 3 
 
      Am 
   Nagdaan pa ang mga araw 
      F 
   At ang landas mo'y naligaw 
    G                             Am 
   Ikaw ay nalulong sa masamang bisyo 
         Am 
   At ang una mong nilapitan 
         F 
   Ang 'yong inang lumuluha 
       G                               Am 
   At ang tanong "Anak, ba't ka nagkaganyan?" 
             F                        G 
   At ang iyong mga mata'y biglang lumuha 
                  Am 
   Ng di mo napapansin 
         F                          G 
   Pagsisi ang sa isip mo'y nalaman mong 
               Am 
   Ika'y nagkamali 
 
         F                          G 
   Pagsisi ang sa isip mo'y nalaman mong 
               Am 
   Ika'y nagkamali 
         F                          G 
   Pagsisi ang sa isip mo'y nalaman mong 
               Am 
   Ika'y nagkamali 

Prayers request for Filipino Rock Legend  

Pepe Smith recovering 
from 3rd stroke 

 

It was reported that Pinoy rock legend, Joey 
"Pepe" Smith was rushed to the Metro Antipolo 
Hospital on November 15, following another 
stroke.  It was his third battle with the disease 
since 2016. 

Family and friends are requesting for prayers 
from fans of the rock icon.   

Earlier this year, Smith announced that he will 
no longer perform live due to health issues, and 
would have his last live show, “Pepe Smith 
Rockfest,” on 18 November at the Amoranto Sta-
dium, Quezon City.  According to the event’s Fa-
cebook page, the event will be postponed to a 
later date.   

Smith also suffered from a mild stroke earlier 
this year. But he said he's better after the health 
scare. 

"I'm better… Rock and Roll pa rin!  It will never 
die," Smith said in September. 

Prayer waves from us.  Get well soon! ■ 

Ang Himig Natin 

Juan De La Cruz Band 
 

Intro:  

  EM7-AM7-; (4x) 
 
Verse 1 
 
  EM7        AM7 
   Ako'y nag-iisa 
  EM7        AM7 
   At walang kasama 
  EM7       AM7 
   Di ko makita 
  EM7         AM7 
   Ang ating pag-asa 
 
Chorus 
 
  B         A 
   Ang himig natin 
  B          A 
   Ang inyong awitin 
          EM7         AM7 
   Upang tayo'y magsama-sama 
       EM7       AM7 
   Sa langit ng pag-asa 
 
Verse 2 
 
  EM7          AM7 
   Ako'y may kaibigan 
  EM7           AM7 
   At siya'y nahihirapan 
  EM7         AM7 
   Handa na ba kayong lahat 
  EM7         AM7 
   Upang s'ya'y tulungan? 
 
   (Repeat Chorus) 
 
              EM7        AM7 
   Ang himig natin, inyong awitin (4x) 
 
   EM7-AM7 (repeat to fade) 
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PCD 001 

PCD  002 

BUSINESS 

On the Forum on Trade & Investment Opportunities in the Philippines, co-
organized by the Trade Office, Philippine Consulate General-Toronto and 
the Canadian Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines which was held 
today, October 23, 2017, at the Ontario Investment and Trade Centre, the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Toon City Academy and 
Seneca College was signed.  The MOU confirms the cooperation between 
the two institutions which  seeks to widen the career opportunities of ani-
mators and create possibilities for professional exchange of staff expertise  
 
(Editor’s Note:  Congrats to Toon City’s Miguel Del Rosario (President and CEO) and 
Rene De Guzman(VP, Resources Development) on this milestone.  Two La Salle 
batchmates (LSGH ‘73) and alumni are making waves across boundaries.  Kudos!!) 

Phl’s Toon City Academy inks 
deal with TO’s  Seneca College  

Seated (L-R) Mr. David Agnew, President, Seneca College, Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada and Mr. Rene de Guzman, VP, Resources Development, Tooncity 
Academy, Philippines ,  Witnessing the signing are: (Standing L-R) Undersec-
retary for Trade and Investment Promotion Group, Ms. Nora K. Terrado, De-
partment of Trade and Industry, Philippines, The Honourable Minister Mi-
chael Chan, Ministry of International Trade, Ontario, and The Honourable 
Rosalita S. Prospero, Philippine Consul General in Toronto.  

Philippine trade delegation from 
Region 4A (CALABARZON) at the  
Philippine Consulate Toronto  

Taste of Manila Festival founder, Rolly Mangante,  along with  PCCC chairman 
Danny Doma and director Bong Capitin, briefs the delegation about the big 
potential of Calabarzon products at the largest Filipino street festival outside 
of the Philippines.  PHOTO BY WAVES.  

PIDC officers (Karen Binaday, Gene Elamparo & Mabuhay Festival founder, 
Norma Carpio) were also in attendance.  PHOTO BY WAVES. 

Products from 
CALABARZON 

 

The achievements and contributions of the global 
 Filipinos are more than enough reasons to celebrate… 

 

 

www.filipinosmakingwaves.com 
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