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Sudden Shutdown of Mabini Express 
Upsets Money Remittance Customers 

THE CANADIAN ASSET 

Diversity is Our Source of Strength 
By Teresa Torralba 
 
Many of the attendees at 
the well-attended event, 
aptly called “An Evening 
with Hon. Ahmed Hussen”, 
held Feb. 9 at Payal Ban-
quet hall in Missississauga, 
were Hussen’s supporters 
from the first phase of his 
rise to become Canada’s 
immigration minister and 
his nomination to become 
the Liberal candidate for 
the York South-Weston rid-
ing.  He reminded the audi-
ence of what that 2015 
election campaign was all 
about.  He thanked them 
for their belief in the Liber-
al party’s platform of “Real 
Change”.   

In his eloquent speech, 

Hussen brought us back to 
Liberal party’s campaign of 
“offering Canadians a real 
plan for growth, for jobs, 
(and) for investing in com-
munities by bringing peo-
ple back together”.      

He reiterated that it was “a 
program of investing in 
people, building this coun-
try literally and creating 
jobs in the process to stim-
ulate the economy.”   

He went on to update the 
audience on the progress 
what the Liberal Party, un-
der the leadership of Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, 
has achieved so far. 

“Hundreds of thousands of 
children have been lifted 

out of poverty because of 
Canada Child Benefits.  
Nine out of 10 families in 
Canada are receiving help 
with the high cost of rais-
ing children.  That’s real 
change”, Hussen said.   

The following are some 
more excerpts from his 
speech: 

“We now have a govern-
ment that talks about Inclu-
sive growth.  We now have 
the best performing econo-
my in the G7.” 

“Canada has the lowest un-
employment rate now 
since 1974, since they 
started collecting the sta-
tistics.” 

(Continued on page 4) 

JUNE 2018 

 Filipino Heritage Month 
 

Mabini Express had been 
one of most established 
money remittance compa-
ny in Toronto and had been 
operations for 25 years..  
Customers, most of them 
Filipinos, entrusted the 
company for remittances of 
their hard-earned money to 
their families.   

Last month, customers 
tried to phone the Mabini 
Express offices to no avail, 
only to find out that the 
company had stop business 
operations  

In a statement sent  to CBC  

Toronto, Mabini  Express' 
lawyer said  the company  
is in financial trouble, cred-
itors are diverting funds 
without its consent and it 
"deeply regrets" any losses 
by  customers. 

 "Mabini Express has al-
ways operated with good 
intentions and in accord-
ance with the law," the 
statement reads. 

"Unfortunately, it has found 
itself in an untenable finan-
cial position and third par-
ty creditors were able to 
divert funds intended for 

customer remittances for 
their own purposes and 
without the consent of Ma-
bini Express." 

Some of the customers.  
whose money remittance 
was caught in the shut-
down, recently had a meet-
ing  in the presence of me-
dia.  

The victims expressed an-
ger, frustration and help-
lessness.   

SEE RELATED STORY  
ON PAGE 5 

Cultural diversity was  evident during the evening.  A multicul-
tural group photo shows Hussen’s wife, Ebyan Farah (centre) 
with Filipino entrepreneur Lily Hammer of A & L Hammer (R). 

A Ceremonial  Welcome for  
Governor General Julie Payette  

Her excellency also met with Ontario Premier Wynne and Toronto Mayor Tory 

Minister Morneau:  
Budget 2018 Date Set 
for February 27, 2018 
The Government of Canada 
is taking the next steps in 
transforming the economy 
so that it works for the 
middle class by ensuring 
everyone has the oppor-
tunity to succeed. 

Minister Morneau an-
nounced in the House of 
Commons that the Govern-
ment will table its federal 

budget on February 27, 
2018. 

Through Budget 2018, the 
Government will take the 
next steps towards equali-
ty, and a more competitive, 
diverse and inclusive Cana-
da, where everyone can 
have a real and fair chance 

(Continued on page 4) 

MP Marco Mendicino  at the Pre-Budget town hall meeting 
held recently at the Fairlawn United Church  Minister Mor-
neau’s announcement follows record participation in the 
annual pre-budget consultations, where more than 1.5 mil-
lion people were reached, and nearly 38,000 submissions 
and ideas were received.  PHOTO BY WAVES 

… more on Page 2 
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DOT: Tourist arrival in January 
reach "all-time high" record 

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora   

MANILA -- The Department of Tourism (DOT) 
announced that tourist arrivals in the country 
reached an "all-time high" record in January, 
breaching last year's figure by 15.97 percent 
with 732,506 foreign visitors in the Philippines. 

The figures gathered by the DOT Tourism Re-
search and Statistics Division, Office of Tourism 
Planning, showed that a significant factor is the 
influx of Chinese tourists, as well as the contin-
ued arrivals en masse of South Koreans, still 
the country's top visitor market. 

Data disclosed by the agency showed that 
South Koreans’ 198,145 arrivals reflect an im-
pressive 28.36 percent rise from January 2017 
while the Chinese arrivals of 111,344 indicate a 
29.55 percent increase from the same period 
last year. 

“This welcome news bodes well for the tourism 
sector and the government’s efforts to boost 
the tourism industry, which is among the top 
contributors to our gross domestic product,” 
said Tourism Secretary Wanda Corazon Tulfo-
Teo in a statement Wednesday. 

"Last year’s momentum carried over this year 
with the improved air connectivity via in-
creased flights between Philippine gateways 
and various airports in major visitor markets, 
including China, Korea, the United States, Aus-
tralia and Canada," she added. 

Recently, Xiamen Airlines mounted a three-
times-a-week commercial direct-flight services 
between Fuzhou, China to Kalibo, Aklan and 
Puerto Princesa, using Airbus A321 with 197 
seat capacity. 

“Another new route from China that our Route 
Development Team is working on is the Tiajin 
(TJN)-Puerto Princesa (PPS)," bared Teo. 

"The development of new routes is in conso-
nance with our National Tourism Development 
Plan’s strategy to upgrade air connectivity from 
major tourist source markets to the Philip-
pines,” she said. 

Also posting a double-digit growth from Janu-
ary 2017 is the United States with visitor arri-
vals of 109,154 an increase of 14.90 percent, 
Japan with 57,038 an increase of 7.79 percent, 
and Australia with 30,924 arrivals, a 4.41 per-
cent growth. 

Other arrivals that improved in January 2018 
compared to the same period last year are Can-
ada, 28,913; Taiwan, 18,948; United Kingdom, 
18,111; India, 13,779; Singapore 13,627; Ma-
laysia, 12,012; and Hongkong with 9,284 visi-
tors. 

“I am confident that with the combined efforts 
of the DOT and the stakeholders, we will 
achieve our 7.5 million target international ar-
rivals in 2018,” Teo ended. (PNA) 

Banaue Rice Terraces  

IFUGAO PROVINCE, CORDILLERA 

Top Destinations in the Philippines 

Chocolate Hills 

PROVINCE OF BOHOL 

Boracay 

AKLAN 

Cebu 

GATEWAY TO A THOUSAND JOURNEYS 

Davao 

LAND OF PLENTY 

Manila 

CAPITAL OF THE PHILIPPINES 

A Warm Welcome 
for Canada 

Governor General 
Julie Payette 

Ceremony at Queen’s Park Marked First  
Official Visit to Ontario February 20, 2018  

Canada's Governor General, Her Excellency the Right 
Honourable Julie Payette, began her first official visit 
to Ontario this morning with a ceremonial welcome 
at the Legislative Assembly in Toronto. 

Premier Kathleen Wynne joined Her Honour the 
Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Ontario, and the Honourable Dave Levac, 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, to greet the 
Governor General. 

Upon arrival at Queen's Park, she received military 
honours, including a 100-person guard of honour, 
the Vice-Regal Salute and a 21-gun salute from 4th 
Canadian Division/Joint Task Force (Central), includ-
ing the Governor General's Horse Guards. Her Excel-
lency was then escorted into the Legislature for 
meetings with both the Lieutenant Governor and the 
Premier. 

The Governor General's 
official visit also includes 
a meeting with John Tory, 
Mayor of Toronto, as well 
as the presentation of 
honours to close to 60 
remarkable Canadians in 
recognition of excellence, 
courage and exceptional 
dedication to service. Her 
visit will conclude this 
evening with an official 
reception hosted by 
Premier Wynne. 

Upon arrival in Toronto, the Governor General was 
greeted by Her Honour the Honourable Elizabeth Dow-
deswell, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario outside of 
Queen's Park. 

Her Excellency met with His Worship John Tory, Mayor 
of Toronto, and signed the City’s guest book  

Norma Carpio with Gover-
nor General Julie  Payette 
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BCDA to build iconic tower to 
honor Filipino soldiers 
By Kris Crismundo   

MANILA -- An iconic tower 
paying tribute to Filipino sol-
diers will soon rise in Boni-
facio Global City (BGC). 

The Bases Conversion and 
Development Authority 
(BCDA) will be building the 
Icone Tower, which will be 
located at 11th Avenue corner 
11th Drive of BGC in Taguig 
City.   

The tower is envisioned to be 
an iconic edifice in the BGC, a 
former Philippine Army camp 
that has transformed into a 
progressive financial district 
after the BCDA sold the mili-
tary land in 1995.    

The BCDA signed a joint ven-
ture with Arup and Henning 
Larsen Architects for the de-
tailed architecture and engi-
neering design of the Icone 
Tower.   

The Icone Tower is planned to 
be a 40-storey building, with 
areas dedicated to the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines-
BCDA’s largest stakeholder-as 
well as premium office spaces 
and retail spaces. The proper-

ty will have a total of 7,275-
square-meter space.   

The BCDA is currently looking 
for development partners for 
the Icone Tower. The project 
is targeted to be completed by 
end-2021. (PNA) 

Prelate welcomes Senate nod 
on National Bible Day bill 
By Ferdinand Patinio 
 
MANILA -- A Catholic prelate 
lauded the Senate's approval 
of the bill declaring a National 
Bible Day in the country. 

“Very nice move of the Senate. 
The whole month of January 
had been declared as National 
Bible Month. All Christians in 
the Philippines are celebrating 
every year the National Bible 
Week during the last week of 
January -- from Monday to the 
last Sunday of January,” said 
Sorsogon Bishop Arturo 

Bastes, former head of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of the Philippines-Episcopal 
Commission on the Biblical 
Apostolate. 

“Now Congress is crafting a 
law to make the last Monday 
of January the official National 
Bible Day. Praise the Lord! To 
God be the glory!” Bastes ex-
claimed. 

On Monday, senators ap-
proved on third and final 
reading Senate Bill No. 1270, 
which seeks to declare the last 

Monday of January as 
“National Bible Day”. 

Under the bill, the day will be 
declared as a special working 
holiday in celebration of the 
Christian faith and the values 
on the Holy Bible. 

Senator Manny Pacquiao, au-
thor of the bill, said the move 
aimed to call all Christians to 
unite and celebrate the Holy 
Bible as the cradle of human 
faith. (PNA) 

Science, not sabotage, 
behind Filipino 'Rash 
Wednesday' mystery 

Manila, Philippines, Feb 16, 
2018 / 01:41 pm (CAN) - 
After some Filipino Catho-
lics developed mysterious 
rashes on Ash Wednesday, 
the Diocese of Caloocan in-
vestigated to determine the 
cause of the skin irritant. 

While sabotage was initial-
ly suspected as a possibil-
ity, the reason behind the 
rashes turned out to be less 
sinister and more scientific 
– the ashes had been over-
cooked, which increased 
their level of acidity, result-
ing in rashes and blisters 
when mixed with water 
and applied to the skin. 

“They call it overcooked 
charcoal turned into caustic 
ashes that produce high 
acidity when mixed with 
water,” said Bishop Pablo 
David of Caloocan, accord-
ing to Manila Bulletin. 

During Ash Wednesday 
Mass at the San Roque Ca-
thedral in Caloocan, Philip-
pines, some worshipers 
noticed a burning sensation 
when the ashes where ap-
plied to their foreheads. 
Later, they developed a 
blistering rash where the 
ashes were touching their 
skin. 

Not all the parishioners suf-
fered an adverse reaction, 
however, which led Bishop 
David to suspect that a tox-
ic component may have 
been introduced to only 
some of the containers, 
UCA News reported. 

After reports of parishion-
ers being burned, the ashes 
were pulled from use, and 
Bishop David promised to 
investigate the cause of the 
problem. 

“Rest assured that we will 
not leave a single stone un-
turned in order to find out 
what caused this unfortu-
nate incident,” he said. 

However, a review of secu-
rity footage found that no 
one had tampered with the 
ashes. 

Instead, chemical tests de-
termined that the ashes had 
an unusually “high level of 
acidity,” the Manila Bulletin 
reported. 

He said the palms are usu-
ally burned in clay pots, but 
because of this year’s high 
quantity, more palms were 
gradually added to the mix-
ture, and some were 
burned for too long. 

When mixed with water, 
the caustic ashes became 
acidic, with the highest 
acidity levels separating to 
the top. As a result, the first 
people in line to receive 
ashes on their foreheads 
were exposed to the most 
acidic portion. 

“Not all were affected be-
cause the liquid part that 
turned acidic surfaced and 
became [the] cause for blis-
ters. The rest who got just 
moist ashes suffered only 
minor rashes that disap-
peared as soon as the sub-
stance was washed off,” 
said Bishop David. 

With the cause of the rash-
es discovered, the prelate 
said the most important 
goal was to treat those who 
had been harmed. 

“What matters for us is that 
we are able to apply the 
proper medication – silver 
sulfadiazine on people who 
have been affected.” 

Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent, a 40-day repentance be-
fore Easter.  Mostly observed by Catholics and Christians, ashes are 
rubbed onto  their foreheads, to be reminded of their belief that 
people all came from dust and to dust they shall return.   

First transgender lawmaker 
joins AFP as reservist 
By RG Cruz 

MANILA- The country's 
first transgender lawmaker 
is also the first transgender 
member of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP). 

Bataan Rep. Geraldine Ro-
man on Wednesday took 
her oath as a reservist of-
ficer of the Philippine mili-
tary and was donned the 
rank of lieutenant colonel. 

"I commend the AFP for 
allowing Filipino LGBT 
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender) members to 
serve their country in uni-
form," Roman said in a 
statement. 

"My belief is that all patri-
otic Filipinos must be al-
lowed to apply for military 
service, regardless of gen-
der and sexual orientation 
and identification. After all, 
war and disaster do not 
recognize gender," she add-
ed. 

Defense chief Delfin Lo-
renzana administered the 
donning of ranks and oath-
taking ceremony which 
was also attended by AFP 
chief of staff, Gen. Rey Leo-
nardo Guerrero and other 
defense and security offi-
cials. 

Roman also called for the 
restoration of the mandato-
ry Reserve Officers' Train-

ing Corps (ROTC) for stu-
dents in grades 11 and 12. 

"We in Congress are work-
ing to make the ROTC expe-
rience a significant, benefi-
cial and meaningful train-
ing experience. We will en-
sure that patriotism will be 
inculcated among the youth 
through this course," she 
said.  ABS-CBN News 

Bataan Rep. Geraldine Roman is the first transgender member of 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP).   
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Canadian minister positive of 
improved trade with Manila  

By Joyce Ann L. Rocamora 
   

MANILA — Citing growing 
Philippine-Canada trade, 
Canadian International 
Trade Minister Francoise-
Philippe Champagne has 
expressed optimism that 
the trade relations of the 
two countries will further 
improve, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs (DFA) said. 

Champagne earlier met 
with Charge  d’Affaires 
Francisco Noel Fernandez 
III at Parliament Hill 

During the meeting, the 

DFA said the Canadian min-
ister noted Philippine Air-
lines’ (PAL) purchase of 
passenger aircraft from 
Montreal-based Bom-
bardier. In July 2017, PAL 
added the 86-seater Bom-
bardier Q400 to its growing 
fleet.   

Champagne added that 
Bombardier also employs a 
significant number of Filipi-
nos in its workforce. 

Trade and investment rela-
tions between the two 
states has spanned many 
sectors, including infor-

mation and communica-
tions technology, infra-
structure, aerospace and 
defense, and cleantech fo-
cused on converting waste 
to renewable energy.   

According to the Canadian 
Embassy, latest data 
showed that the country’s 
merchandise exports to the 
Philippines in 2016 
amounted to 626 million 
Canadian dollars while Ca-
nadian merchandise im-
ports from the Philippines 
totalled to 1355.1 million 
Canadian dollars. (PNA) ∎ 

Toronto Raptors all-star DeMar DeRozan, holds his daughter Mari DeRozan and acknowledges 
applause while attending the Oregon against Southern California NCAA college basketball 
game, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2018, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Michael Owen Baker)  

Toronto Raptors All-Star 
DeMar DeRozan may be 
one of the most lethal scor-
ers in the NBA, but he's also 
a father who lights up 
when talking about his 
family and children. 

DeRozan, the spouse of Fili-
pino-American Kiara Mor-
rison bared in an interview 

with ABS-CBN News' Steve 
Angeles during media avail-
ability for the NBA's annual 
showcase that his two 
daughters, Diar and Mari, 
consider the Pinoy staple 
adobo one of their favorite 
dishes. 

More than his kids' love for 
Pinoy food, DeRozan's ties 

with the basketball-crazed 
nation runs deeper. 

The four-time All-Star, who 
has been to the Philippines 
twice, also said that soak-
ing up Filipino culture was 
a "great experience", and 
that he definitely wants to 
return.  ∎ 

“And because of the hard 
work of Canadians like you, 
because of your support, 
optimism and confidence in 
this economy, and because 
of the businesses and the 
entrepreneurship and the 
chances you have taken 
with the plan for real 
change, you have enabled 
Canada to produce 700,000 
jobs since we took office.” 

“A government that finally, 
a leader who openly talks 
on international stage talks 
about how Canada is not 
perfect – that we have to fix 
the broken relationship 
between Canada and indig-
enous people.  That we 
have to pursue a program 
of reconciliation.   

Min. Hussen also heralded 
the deeds of PM Justin Tru-
deau, declaring that Tru-
deau is “the first leader in 
the Liberal party who is 
talking openly about the 
existence of systemic rac-
ism and a lot of barriers 
and that we have to do a 
better job at overcoming 
them. This should make us 
proud.  A leader who stood 
up inside parliament and 
made an apology on behalf 
of all Canadians for the his-
torical role in the Komaga-
tu Maru (Over a hundred 
years ago, Canada did not 
admit the Komagatu Maru 
ship which was carrying 
hundreds of South Asian 
immigrants, most of whom 
are Sikhs.)  A leader who 
appeals to the best of Cana-
dians and challenges them 
to combat Islamophobia.” 

“A leader that fights every 
single day for diversity, not 
as a social weakness but as 
a social strength.”   

Hussen has reiterated what 
his colleague, MP Navdeep 
Bains of Mississauga—

Malton, has said about our 
prime minister, Justin Tru-
deau.  He is “a leader who 
fights constantly in a global 
context in which more and 
more countries are closing 
their doors to people, to 
ideas, and to talent.  We 
have a Liberal party, a Lib-
eral team and a Liberal 
leader who are fighting 
everday, domestically and 
internationally, to make 
sure that we remain wel-
coming and open to people, 
to ideas (and) to talent. And 
yes, to refugees as well.  
Because that’s part of our 
tradition.” 

In conclusion, Hussen 
thanked everyone who be-
lieves in the Liberal plan.  
He affirms that the party’s 
plan is working.  However, 
he admits that though we 
have made great progress, 
we are not there yet and 
that Canada has a long way 
to go.  But he encourages 
Canadians to keep on chal-
lenging, advocating and 
getting engaged.  

Fitting for the then ap-
proaching Valentine’s Day 
(Feb 14) and Family Day 
(Feb 19), Hussen made spe-
cial mention of his wife, 
Ebyan Farrah, as the first 
person he wanted to thank.  
“Now that we are talking 
about family and the im-
portance of family support, 
I couldn’t have a stronger. 
more confident and a bet-
ter rock.  I really want to 
thank her from the bottom 
of my heart. “ 

Turning his focus back to 
the 1100-strong audience, 
he asked them to continue 
to engage and to push so 
that we all can continue 
towards the path of real 
change.  He affirms that 
through people’s engage-
ment, “better is always pos-
sible”.   ∎ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Diversity is Our Source of Strength 

Toronto Raptor’s DeMar DeRozan 
and his Fil-Am kids love Adobo 

Real Changers:   Ahmed Hussen with PM  Justin Trudeau 

at success. In doing so, it will reward curiosity and foster the kind of creativity that will 
allow us to innovate and maintain our competitive edge in the fast-paced and increasing-
ly global economy. 

The budget will build on the Government’s plan to invest in people, communities and the 
economy. Thanks to the hard work, ingenuity and creativity of Canadians, Canada has 
created nearly 600,000 jobs since November 2015, and the unemployment rate is near its 
lowest level in 40 years. Since the beginning of 2016, Canada has had the fastest-growing 
economy of the Group of Seven (G7) countries. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Dear Kababayans and Community 
Leaders, 

Collectively and in commonality, a 
very significant development in the 
civic community calls for now is the 
time to celebrate a milestone! After 
more than 6 decades of Filipino 

diaspora into our "second home", 
the government and people of To-
ronto aptly resolved to declare June 
Filipino Heritage Month and "give 
back to Filipino Canadians by rec-
ognizing their contributions to our 
city ". The Toronto city council on 

November 13, 2017 passed "for the 
first time in Canada by any level of 
government" the motion of Coun-
cillor Nathan Shan, with solid com-
munity support, and thus has ap-
propriately recognized and af-
firmed our many contributions to 
this city and Canadian society in 
general. 

Yes, dear compatriots.  The entire 
Filipino Canadian community in the 
GTA is agog and awed receiving 
this highly awaited gesture calling 
for a great celebration of the many 
important and admirable " Filipino 
contributions to our city, and their 
many years of hard work that has 
greatly improved our quality of life 
here in Toronto, across the prov-
ince and the country” in respect of 
Filipino our heritage, culture, tradi-
tions and values. 

But what and how do we cele-
brate this very significant and 
highly welcomed decision? To 
celebrate is to reasonably honour 
and justifiably respect only those 
relevant and distinctive Filipino 
heritage and values contributed in 
Canada society. Modes and options 
are open to showcase and promote 
our historical and cultural heritage. 
I believe this is not an easy task, a 
gargantuan and challenging tall 
order at that. Being a former Ma-
nila college teacher & administra-
tor and a Toronto retired educator, 
as well, here under are my consid-
ered thoughts and suggestions for 
those who will "get on board", par-
ticipate and deliver on this histori-
cal, community-focused project. 
Ergo, this Bukas na Liham: 

A. This early, just before we plan 
and organize, there is the first, 
basic question: What do we cele-
brate? Is it the recognized- and- 
established achievements and ac-
complishments of our kababayans 

hereabout that are historically-
based and acceptably -practiced in 
this part of the world from the 
1960's diaspora and onward. 1) To 
answer the first question: A big, 
inspirational theme should be de-
veloped as the cornerstone of the 
month-long celebration. Such 
theme should at least capture the 
imagination and significance of 
what to pursue and present in 
terms of elements and components 
of the program vis a vis contents 
and expectations, for example: " 
Celebrating Filipino Heritage and 
Culture in Canada's Multicultural 
Environment". 2) Providing multi-
faceted factual Information about 
FilCan contributions in: Arts 
(dance, drama, music, visual art); 
Business; Cuisine & Food; Fashion; 
Literature; Media; Medicine; Poli-
tics; Public Service; Science & Tech-
nology; Sports; TV, Films & Movies. 
3) Themes, sub-themes or topical 
events to be identified, during the 
30 -day period, shall revolve 
around single or combination of 
areas as in # 2 above.) 4) Respect-
ing Role Models in the FilCan Com-
munity, for examples: academics, 
accountants, artists, businessmen, 
caregivers, doctors, dentists, engi-
neers, entrepreneurs, nurses, 
priests, social worker, teachers, 
skilled workers and other occupa-
tions. 

B. Secondly, the next question to 
seriously consider is: How shall we 
plan, organize and deliver the 
Theme and the Program? To suc-
cessfully & productively act to-
wards a "no tears", positive direc-
tion, the following points are in or-
der: 1) Joint and consultative plan-
ning and organization is a major 
requisite. This means that an 
"Organizing Council or Committee" 
should be created and assigned to 

(Continued on page 6) 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Their story can  shed light into how 
hard it is for people to earn money 
abroad and send back to the Philip-
pines. That the money earned wasn't 
easy, my Dad, Manuel is a machine 
operator for an automotive company, 
working evening shifts for the extra 
over-time pay and has damaged his 
shoulders from decades of repeated 
work and heavy lifting.  
 
My mom, Norma, has been working 
for a fruit salad company, commutes 
sometimes a total of 3 hours a day 
from her home in Concord to 
Lakeshore Toronto. She works in a 
fruit salad factory, in a cold freezer 
for up to 14 hours days.  
 

They have been sending money 
through Mabini Express for many 
years. On January 6th, they were run-
ning late and called Tess and Jessie 
Mallari to stay open so that they can 
send $10,000 to send to the Philip-
pines. The money was for a home 
renovation project, as you know, the 
Philippines is plague with typhoons 
and climate issues. My parents have 
been helping their sister renovate a 
house, that they will eventually live 
in when they retire in a few years. 
 
Mabini Express noted that it would 
take 15 business days to process the 
transaction, only to find out a few 
weeks later that the money was not 
remitted, and the business was 

closed. What is most heart breaking 
is that they know the Mallaris 
through Church and the community. 
They've been known to feed custom-
ers during the Christmas Holidays at 

their head office at 1 Promenade 
Mall. So, it's unthinkable that they 
would be capable of closing without 
notifying or refunding their custom-
ers their money that was entrust to 
them.  
 
If you can't trust your own people, 
who can you trust? This is a crime 
worse than someone who murders 
someone they dislike, because the 
Mallaris are just like us. They speak 
our language, they are in our Church 
and communities.  
 
Happy to give you more infor-
mation, but I think it's important 
that we educate people about bank-
ing and money transfers. That even 
a business that has been open for 
25 years can close and you have no 
protection. ∎ 

Editor’s Note:  The following is the content of the letter sent by Michelle, on behalf 
of her parents, Manuel and Norma Gaspar.  Like many unfortunate customers, mon-
ey sent through Mabini Express was not received by the intended recipients.   

Manuel & Norma Gaspar 

Celebrating Our Filipino Heritage and Culture 
in Canada: Contributions & Challenges 

Reactions to Mabini Express shutdown 
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DOG OF THE MONTH 
2018 is the Year of the Dog.  To celebrate the year of man’s best friend and the stronger 

than ever human-animal bond, Waves will select a pet to feature every month of this year.   

BELLA 
MARCHNER 

BREED:  Maltese (pure bred) 

GENDER:  Female 

WEIGHT:  8 lbs, HEIGHT: 8” 

COLOUR:  White 

BIRTHDATE:  July 1, 2017 

MOM: Jane 

FAVORITE FOOD:  Bella 
loves dry duck and dried 
chicken treats and knows to 
ask for them by sitting next to 
the treat counter.  

“Bella saved my life I believe by waking me up, when I was having a hard time breathing 
with a bad dream while I was sick with the flu, by licking my face and pawing me. I consider 

her my Angel and she sleeps by my side now. “ - Jane  

She likes wearing size small 

sweaters and loves to play 

with her big brother, Kona,  a 

German Shepherd.  

My  
Guardian 

Angel 

coordinate the gritty "nuts - 
and- bolts" of implementa-
tion. Calling such organiza-
tional structure, for in-
stance: "Filipino Heritage 
Month Celebration Council -
FHMCC ". Either, the man-
date is self - propelling or 
some kind of cooperative 
relationship be resolved 
with participating commu-
nity stakeholders. These 
partners & participants 
may consist especially of 
highly interested individu-
als, professionals, civic & 
community organizations, 
banks, and relevant govern-
ment agencies. 2) To deliv-
er the "Filipino Heritage 
Month", at least a major 
celebration should be car-
ried within in a 2 -or- 3-day 
program, with considera-
tion to fund -sourced 
grants, budget and cost. 
This may include modali-
ties and options for a series 
of interconnected fundrais-
ing activities with targeted 
schedules. 3) The celebra-
tion should be approached 
in ways of being democrat-
ic, apolitical, inclusive, 

within the spirit of baya-
nihan and identified region-
al diversity. 4) Recognizing 
the ability of community-
based associations & organ-
izations to participate joint-
ly, or independently or sep-
arately of presenting their 
unique contributions to this 
endeavour. Alternatively, 
the FHM Council may iden-
tify, solicit and encourage 
any organization to offer 
and handle cooperatively a 
component in the celebra-
tion. These high-profile 
community entities, to cite 
some are: AFCA, AFCM, 
BCCA, FCPACE, FCT, FWN, 
Intercede, KCC, Kababayan 
MS, MFFC, Migrante, OFW, 
PAG, PCCC, PCCF, PCCT, 
PIDC, PPCO, Silayan CC, SO-
SA, publicly- supported 
school boards, and other 
associations: alumni-
centred, professional & 
faith -focused, and province
-based groups. 5) Time ta-
bling of the schedule of ac-
tivities are important look-
ing at the 30- day window 
of celebration   6) Public 
and media relations, with 
informative literature and 
tools, is needed to inform 
the public about what's in 
store for the June celebra-
tion. 7) An official launch-

ing and / or a social event 
may be proposed and un-
dertaken to kick off and 
mark the historical day, and 
a closing program, as well. 

C. Thirdly, financing and 
funding fairly and gener-
ously the huge undertaking 
is the most concern if not 
the highly challenging part. 
Some main points to con-
sider: 1) There is no deny-
ing that Sponsors, Donors 
and Partners are needed 
greatly to join, deliver and 
realize the goals and objec-
tives of the June program. 
2) With a well-thought out 
program budget, the re-
quired funds and grants are 
to be identified and sourced 
out from all sectors, name-
ly: banks, philanthropists, 
government ministries & 
agencies, private business 
and generous individuals, 
donors and organizations. 
3) A cadre of volunteers, 
students, parents, profes-
sionals and community 
leaders, are likewise ex-
pected to be recruited and 
mobilized in order to do-
nate free time and expertise 
in the process. 

D. Ideally or realistically, 
here's my wish list for Fili-
pino Canadian - based con-

tents and activities in cele-
brating our Filipino Herit-
age Month: Formal launch-
ing of Filipino Heritage 
Month Celebration; Courte-
sy calls to officials ; Dr. Jose 
Rizal's 157th birth anniver-
sary ; Homage to Rizal's 
monument in Earl Bales 
Park ; Commemoration of 
the Philippines' 120th 
"araw ng kalayaan"; Flag-
raising rites at Toronto City 
Hall and Queen's Park ; His-
torical connection collage 
or diorama  between Philip-
pines and Canada; Public & 
Catholic schools in - house 
events; Show- and - tell of 
Filipino- Canadian authored 
books, poems or essays in 
Filipino, English ; Exhibi-
tion of arts and paintings of 
FilCan artists, including 
photos of Filipino diaspora ; 
Tableau or pageant depict-
ing Philippine history eras; 
Literary contests : essay- 
writing in Filipino , English  
(e.g., "What it means to be a 
Filipino in Canada?") ; Ex-
pressive art forms presen-
tation ; or 30- day playing 
of Filipino songs & music in 
FilCan-operated radio sta-
tions.  A panel of consult-
ants shall be appointed, to 
assist in providing advice to 
the Organizing Council in 

respect of determining his-
torical & cultural authentic-
ity, relevancy, and educa-
tional- appropriateness of 
the presentation of facts, 
information, tools and oth-
er media to the general 
public. 

The foregoing is not ex-
haustive, but I am inclined 
to hope and believe that 
with the certain framework 
and guidelines I am propos-
ing herein, the stakeholders 
might adopt some or all to 
achieve a reasonable 
chance and modicum of 
success for the appreciation 
and admiration of every-
one. It is good to remember 
that this is the first, in pio-
neering fashion perhaps, in 
celebrating purposefully 
and meaningfully our 
proud heritage and culture 
in Toronto, in the province, 
and in this part of the 
world. Seize the moment! 
Be counted! Makipagkaisa 
at samasama po tayong 
ipagbunyi at ipagdiwang 
ang ating pagiging Filipi-
no Canadian. Isang lahi, 
Isang diwa! Always be 
proud to be a Filipino!  
Maraming salamat po. 
Most sincerely, Tony A. San 
Juan, OCT. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Celebrating Filipino 
Heritage Month... 

FAMOUS CHINESE NAMES 

IN THE PHILIPPINES 

Born at night—Andy Lim 

Born blind—Kenneth Sy 

Born fat—Bob Uy 

Born tiny—Kathy Ting 

Born on Sunday—Lyn Go 

Born with picture—Lara Huan 

Born with sweets—Ken Dy 

Born secretly—Tina Go 

Born normal—Nat Ting Wong 

Born abnormal—Sam Ting Wong 

Born choosy  - Ma Pea Lee 

Born on merienda time—Sio May 
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YOU ARE ALL INVITED 

DEVOTION TO  
OUR LADY OF PENAFRANCIA 

2018 Our Lady of Penafrancia Novena  

 

Our Lady of the Assumption Church 
2565 Bathurst St. 

Toronto ON 

We encourage all bicolanos  to attend and participate in the sponsorship of this novena to the Virgin, for abundant 
blessings for all the provinces of the Bicol Region,  especially for the provinces of Sorsogon and Masbate.     

Our Lady of the Virgin of Penafrancia is the Patroness of the BICOL region.  
SHE listens and Loves us all !  Viva la Virgen ! 

For more information, please call : Jenifer Amaranto  416 781-3105 
                                                          Felix Reyes   905 896-4958 
                                                         Paeng Nebres                      416 618-1362 

The 3rd month Novena Devotions to the Virgin of Penafrancia will be on  
Sunday, March 18, 2018 (3rd Sunday of March 2018) 

Starts at 1:30 pm 
Rosary and Novena prayers 
Followed by the Holy Mass 

Refreshments, Kumustahan at the Church Hall 
 

 Feast Day   

Saturday 
Sept 15, 2018 

 

Fluvial Parade 
 Mass & Fellowship 

SPONSORS FOR THIS MONTH 

Devotees of the Virgin of Penafrancia from 

 CATANDUANES 

c/o Felix Reyes - 905 896– 4958 

 

NaFFAA Expresses 
Concern Over White 
House’s Immigration 
Framework 

Washington, DC – Recently, the White House re-
leased its Framework on Immigration Reform & 
Border Security, which contains a provision limit-
ing family sponsorships to “spouses and minor 
children only,” thereby supporting the elimination 
of sponsorships for parents, adult children, and 
siblings.  According to the National Visa Center’s 
Annual Report of Immigrant Visa Applicants, there 
are more than 333,000 Filipinos waiting to reunite 
with their loved ones here in the United 
States.  Not only do Filipinos have the second high-
est number of family-sponsored waiting list regis-
trants in the world (second only to Mexico), but 
they also suffer the longest wait times of any 
group: more than 23 years according to the latest 
Visa Bulletin.  In response to the White House’s 
immigration framework, the National Federation 
of Filipino American Associations (NaFFAA) is-
sued the following statement:  
  
“While we agree that the White House’s proposed 
pathway to citizenship for DREAMers represents 
progress in the immigration debate, we believe 
that the additional restrictions they propose on 
family-based immigration is an affront to the 
American spirit of compassion and freedom,” said 
NaFFAA National Chairman Brendan Flores. “We 
believe that the focus of the current debate should 
be on the countless stories of reunified family 
members and how they have contributed to the 
freedom and opportunity of the American prom-
ise.” 
 
Marie Cunning, member of NaFFAA’s Board of 
Governors, added: “As a national voice for Filipino 
Americans, NaFFAA expresses our concern for any 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Ontario Opening New  
Hospice in North York  
More Patients and Families to receive compassionate palliative care closer to home  

Left to right: Stephen Smith, board of directors, Local Health Integration Network; 
MPP David Zimmer; Dr. Sandy Buchman, medical lead, Neshama Hospice; Debbie 
Berlin-Romalis, board member, Neshama Hospice; Robert Kamen, chair of the board, 
Neshama Hospice. In the front is MPP Monte Kwinter. (Twitter)  

The Government of Ontario is part-
nering with local communities to 
establish a new hospice that will 
provide people and families in 
North York better access to com-
passionate hospice palliative care, 
closer to home.  

Today, Minister David Zimmer 
(MPP for Willowdale) and Monte 
Kwinter (MPP for York Centre) an-
nounced that Neshama Hospice, a 
new 10-bed residential hospice 
and palliative care centre, will re-
ceive up to $2 million to help build 
a new facility in the Bathurst Street 
corridor of Toronto. 

Once completed, Neshama Hospice 
will provide nursing, personal sup-
port, and other services to pallia-
tive patients and their families 
closer to home.  

In addition to providing a 10-bed 

residential hospice, Neshama Hos-
pice will offer exceptional, family-
centered and community-based 
palliative services including pallia-
tive outreach, ambulatory 
(outpatient) care, bereavement 
counselling for families, and peri-
bereavement care for partners.  

Services will focus on relief of suf-
fering and improving the quality of 
life for persons who are living with 
a life-limiting health condition. 
Neshama Hospice will also support 
inter-professional training and de-
velopment to enhance palliative 
care system capacity building 
aligned with the provincial Pallia-
tive and End of Life Strategy. 

The Government of Ontario is 
building up to 20 new hospices and 
expanding palliative care services 

(Continued on page 9) 

Pre-Budget 2018 Town Hall Meeting at Fairlawn United Church held Jan 21..  (L-R)  
MP Michael Levitt (York Centre), Waves publisher Teresa Torralba, Taste of Manila 
festival founder Rolly Mangante and MP Rob Oliphant (Don Valley West)   Other MPs 
present were Marco Mendicino (Eglinton-Lawrence),  Julie Dzerowicz (Davenport), 
and Francesco Sorbara (Vaughan-Woodbridge)   PHOTO WAVES. 

The Eglinton-Lawrence Federal Liberal Assoc. hosted an evening for the popular MP 
Marco Mendicino on Feb 21 at Montecassino Hotel.  Taste of Manila directors came 
to support the event. L-R:  Rolly Mangante, Lino Eroma, Dani Doma, Marco Mendici-
no, Nieves Mangante and Bong Capitin.  PHOTO BY WAVES. 



FEBRUARY 2018  Page  9 

 

Filipinos Making  WAV ES 

Celebrating SEBANG TRAVEL - KC TOURS 35th Anniversary Party held at Sariwon Korean 
Barbeque Restaurant. Seated in the middle is Mrs June Yu and Mr Steve Yu - Owner and Pres-
ident accompanied by Staff from US and Canada branches.  

SEBANG TRAVEL Filipino Staff: (seated) Lyn Sanchez, Lucy 
King, Angie Oliveros, (standing) Levie Andrew and Cille Tan. 

Congratulations to Sebang Travel - KC Tours on its 35th Anniversary 

CELEBRATION WAVES  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  Gloria Kirby, well-known among the Filipino community for singing Filipino OPM hits in its original Tagalog lyrics, celebrated her birthday with family and 

friends  at her favourite karaoke spot, Cusina Lounge on Wilson.  RIGHT PHOTO:  Cusina Lounge owner, Bong Capitin, Taste of Manila’s Danny Doma, Balita publisher Tess 

Cusipag, Pinoy radio host Joey Abrenilla, Waves Publisher Teresa Torralba and Holistic masseur Jim Torres.  PHOTO BY WAVES 

Cusina Lounge owner Bongl Capitin and staff surprised Waves’ publisher with a birthday candle stuck 
to an ice cream-filled cup..  With her is mom, Gloria, and Taste of Manila’s Rolly Mangante.(WAVES) 

Birthday greetings to siblings Leila (Feb 17) and Susan (Feb 23). 

to support 2,000 people 
and families per year with 
specialized health care ser-

vices. 

Expanding access to com-
passionate palliative and 
end-of-life care is part of 
Ontario's plan to create 
fairness and opportunity 
during this period of rapid 
economic change. The plan 
includes a higher minimum 

wage and better working 
conditions, free tuition for 
hundreds of thousands of 
students, easier access to 
affordable child care, and 
free prescription drugs for 
everyone under 25 through 
the biggest expansion of 
medicare in a generation. ∎ 

(Continued from page 8) 

Ontario Opening 
New Hospice in 
North York 

proposal that would sepa-
rate Filipino families from 
their loved ones. Family-
based immigration has 
helped positively transform 

the lives of Filipino Ameri-
cans across this great nation. 
With more than 333,000 
Filipinos waiting in line, we 
encourage the Administra-
tion and Congress to support 
immigration reform that 
protects and expedites fami-
ly reunification, instead of 
eliminating this fair and 
compassionate process.” 

(Continued from page 7) 

NaFFAA Immigra-
tion Concern... 
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We provide jobs for workers  

in the following areas: 

 

AGRICULTURE 
 

Mushroom Pickers 
Worm Pickers 

Vegetable Growers 
Flower Workers 

Greenhouse Workers 
Farm Workers 

Livestock Workers 

1 High Meadow Place, Unit 5 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M9L 0A3 

Phone: 647-793-9706 
Fax: 416-745-9735 

alh@alhammerworkforcemanagement.ca 
www.alhammerworkforcemanagement.ca 

mailto:alh@alhammerworkforcemanagement.ca
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National Shrine of our Mother of Perpetual Help 

 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

131 McCaul St, Toronto 

 

(416) 598-3269 
 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY MASS & DEVOTIONS: 
7:30 am * 9:30am * 12 noon, * 2:30pm * 5:05pm * 7:00pm 

 

Even the WAVES obey Him... Religious Inspirations 

To advertise, please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

The 35th Year of  
Santo Nino de Cebu Feast  

in Photos 

January 27, 2018 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Father Felix Lampitoc, the celebrant for the feast. 

" Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven."  

- Jesus  

(Matthew  18:3)  

Photos courtesy of Dani  Friedman/South Asian Press 

The traditional dance with the Santo Nino. 

The yearly event was the initiative of the Estrella family, headed by  
patriarch Ben.   

Pope Francis says Paul VI 
will be canonized this year 
By Hannah Brockhaus 

During his annual Lenten 
meeting with the priests of 
Rome last week, Pope 
Francis confirmed that 
Blessed Pope Paul VI will 
be made a saint sometime 
this year. 

"Paul VI will be a saint this 
year," the Pope said Feb. 
15, at the end of a long 
question and answer ses-
sion with priests of Rome. 
The text of the private 
meeting was published by 
the Vatican Feb. 17. 

During the meeting, Fran-
cis gave lengthy answers to 
four questions from 
priests. Afterward, texts 
containing meditations by 
Pope Paul VI, a gift from 
the Pope, were handed out 
to each of the priests. “I 
saw it and I loved it,” Fran-
cis said about the book. 

“There are two [recent] 
Bishops of Rome already 
saints,” he continued, refer-
ring to St. John XXIII and St. 
John Paul II, who were can-
onized together in April 
2014. 

Besides Blessed Pope Paul 
VI, he noted that John Paul 
I's cause for beatification is 
also ongoing. "And Bene-
dict and I," he added, are 
"on the waiting list: pray 
for us!" 

According to Vatican Insid-
er, Feb. 6 the Congregation 
for the Causes of Saints ap-
proved the second miracle 
needed for the canoniza-
tion of Bl. Pope Paul VI by a 
unanimous vote. 

The next step is for Pope 
Francis to also give his ap-
proval, with an official de-
cree from the Vatican. 
Then the date for the can-
onization can be set. The 
canonization could take 
place in October of this 
year, during the Synod of 
Bishops on the youth, Vati-

can Insider reported. 

The miracle attributed to 
the cause of Paul VI is the 
healing of an unborn child 
in the fifth month of preg-
nancy. The case was 
brought forward in 2014 
for study. 

The mother, originally 
from the province of Vero-
na, Italy, had an illness that 
risked her own life and the 
life of her unborn child, 
and was advised to have an 
abortion. 

A few days after the beatifi-
cation of Paul VI on Oct. 19, 
2014, she went to pray to 
him at the Shrine of Holy 
Mary of Grace in the town 
of Brescia. The baby girl 
was later born in good 
health and remains in good 
health today. 

The healing was first ruled 
as medically inexplicable 
by the medical council of 
the congregation last year, 
while the congregation's 
consulting theologians 
agreed that the healing oc-
curred through the late 
pope's intercession.  CNA/
EWTN News 

In 1970, Pope Paul VI became the first Supreme Pontiff to 
visit the Philippines and UST. In UST, he met the faithful in 
the now-historic Parade Grounds and the Asian bishops in 
the Medicine Auditorium.One of the chairs he used in now 
part of University memorabilia.  UST Facebook 

UST Heritage collections 
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by Arwa Mahdawi 
 

On an October night in 2003, 
a flat tire changed Muham-
mad Faridi’s life forever. 
 
Faridi was 20. An immigrant 
who’d moved from a small 
village in Pakistan to Bright-
on Beach, Brooklyn when he 
was 12, he split his time 
studying at City University of 
New York during the day, 
and driving his dad’s cab at 
night to make money. 

One of his professors had 
organized a human rights 
conference in New Jersey 
and, knowing about Faridi’s 
side job, asked him to drive 
the woman delivering the 
keynote lecture to the con-
ference and back. And that’s 
what Faridi was doing until 
he got a flat and had to pull 
over in the dark on the side 
of Route 80. As it turned out, 
Faridi’s passenger was Mary 
Robinson: the first female 
president of Ireland and the 
United Nations high commis-
sioner for human rights from 
1997 to 2002. 

It took Faridi a while to 
change the tire – everything 
seemed to be going wrong 
that night – and as he was 
struggling with the car jack, 
the two got talking. 

It was coming up to the sec-
ond anniversary of 9/11 and 
Faridi told Robinson that, as 
a Muslim, he was no longer 
sure what his place was in 
America. A lot of his Paki-
stani friends had been 

rounded up in immigration 
raids and had been deported. 
“You’ve got to become a law-
yer,” Robinson told Faridi 
firmly. That would be the 
best way to help his commu-
nity. Her words stuck with 
him. 

Fast forward 14 years, and 
Faridi is a partner at a pres-
tigious New York law firm. 
As a kid, Faridi’s loftiest goal 
was maybe one day being a 
limo driver, doing just a little 
better than his father. He 
never thought he’d be where 
he is today: conducting bil-
lion-dollar lawsuits and lead-
ing pro bono cases, repre-
senting Muslim community 
centers and death row in-
mates. 

I’m talking to Faridi in his 
plush office on the 30th floor 
of a fancy Manhattan sky-
scraper. Our conversation is 
part of a number of inter-
views I’m conducting with 
people who have dramatical-
ly changed their social class. I 
want to find out what it’s like 
to be a class “migrant”. What 
you learn when you journey 
from one socioeconomic 
group to another, and wheth-
er it takes an emotional toll. 

Stories like Faridi’s are be-
coming increasingly rare. 
Economic mobility has fallen 
steeply in America over the 
last few decades; one study 
estimates it has almost 
halved since 1940. Increas-
ingly, your class is your des-
tiny. Nevertheless, the coun-
try remains enamored of 

these rags-to-riches tales 
which perpetuate the myth 
that, in the US, anything is 
possible if you pull yourself 
up by your bootstraps. 

It’s not just hard work that 
propels you up the social 
ladder. Success, as Faridi 
stresses repeatedly, is often 
large parts luck. But there’s 
also another, less tangible 
ingredient involved: “class-
passing”. 

In the UK, class conscious-
ness is woven into the na-
tional identity. In America, 
however, people often like to 
pretend that a class system 
doesn’t really exist. But, of 
course, it does. 

Going from a taxi driver’s son 
to a partner at a law firm is-
n’t just about academic quali-
fications. It’s also a matter of 
figuring out the right social 

cues. You have to understand 
the subtle signifiers that indi-
cate to people that you’re 
one of them – whether that 
be the way you hold your 
fork, where you go on holi-
day or what brand of shoes 
you wear. 

As a young lawyer, Faridi 
spent large amounts of time 
trying to figure out how to 
crack the unspoken conven-
tions of his new world. How 
to dress, for example. “I re-
member wearing a lot of cuf-
flinks, because that was the 
thing to do,” he says. 

Fancy lunches with clients 
also became a minefield. “I 
was very nervous about how 
to pick up the cutlery, so I 
watched a bunch of YouTube 
videos on proper ways to 
handle silverwear,” he says. 
Faridi grew up in a Muslim 
household, where you get 

taught to eat with your right 
hand. According to YouTube, 
Faridi chuckles, “the proper 
way of putting food in your 
mouth is by using your left 
hand. And I remember hav-
ing a lot of discomfort with 
that because it was some-
thing I’d never done before.” 

In law school, Faridi clerked 
for a judge. One night, he 
helped the judge load some 
heavy documents into a taxi; 
the driver was his father. 
Faridi froze, not sure what to 
do. “I was embarrassed to go 
over and shake [my father’s] 
hand, so I waited until the 
judge had already gotten in 
the cab. I didn’t want the 
judge to see me, and I didn’t 
want my father to think that 
I was embarrassed to see 
him.” 

It wasn’t until he made part-

(Continued on page 17) 

INSPIRATIONAL 

Young US adults are not tying the knot, recent study shows 

According to a recent study, 
wedding bells are not ring-
ing for the majority of 
younger adults in the Unit-
ed States, while marriage 
rates for older adults have 
increased over the past 50 
years. 

The study, conducted by 
the Institute for Family 
Studies, showed that only 
48.6 percent of adults in the 
U.S. between the ages of 18-
64 are currently married – 
marking an all-time low, 
according to the most re-
cent census data from 
IPUMS-USA. 

“The short-term fluctuation 
in the number of new mar-
riages and divorces is close-
ly related to changes in the 
economy and other fac-
tors,” stated Wendy Wang, 

a director of research at 
IFS. 

“In the long run, with the 
passing of older genera-
tions, we are heading to an 
age when marriage will no 
longer be the institution 
that a majority of adults 
live in,” Wang continued. 

According to the research, 
there are a number of dif-
ferent factors playing into 
this decline. More couples 
are marrying later or have 
decided to live with their 
significant other instead of 
getting married. Additional-
ly, the number of never-
married adults in this age 
group rose from 26 percent 
in 1990 to 36 percent in 
2016. 

The study also found that 

individuals who are under 
the age of 35 and those 
without a college education 
are more prone to staying 
unmarried. 

“Marriage remains the 
norm for those with a col-
lege education,” Wang not-
ed. 

In addition, the decline in 
marriage for young adults 
was seen across the board, 
from varying racial and eth-
nic groups, and included 
both men and women. 

One positive trend from the 
decline pointed to a lower 
divorce rate, which reached 
a record low of 2.1 million 
in 2016. For those adults 
who are married, the 
chance of divorce is now 
lower. 

“Although a smaller share 
of adults is married today, 
among those who are mar-
ried, the good news is that 
their likelihood of divorce 
is also lower,” Wang said. 

On the other hand, mar-
riage for adults in their re-
tired years, 65 and older, is 
seeing a slight increase, ris-
ing from 36 percent to 45 
percent in 2016. 

Factors such as longer life 
expectancies, particularly 
among men, were a major 
contributor in the increase 
of marriage for older adults. 
While older men previously 
outnumbered women 
among married adults in 
their age group, the gap has 
become more narrow in 
recent years. Today, for 
every 100 married men 

above the age of 65, there 
are 80 married women – 
compared to 64 women in 
1960. 

The study also noted that 
the divorce rate among this 
age group has roughly re-
mained the same – around 
3 new divorces per 1,000 
married adults since 2008. 

In the future, Wang is pre-
dicting that the gap be-
tween married and non-
married younger adults will 
most likely continue to 
grow. 

“The gap between married 
adults and those who are 
not married, aligning with 
the class divide in the U.S., 
is likely to deepen in the 
near future.”  CNA 

‘Class-passing’:  How Do You Learn the Rules of Being Rich? 

America is built on rags-to-riches tales. But how does ‘class-
passing’ actually work – and how to navigate your new life 
and your old? 

Muhammed Faridi at work. Photograph: Ali Smith/The Guardian  

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/arwa-mahdawi


FEBRUARY 2018  Page  15 

 

Filipinos Making  WAV ES 

 

 
(Waves of our Lives) 

www.pinoyradio.com 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Every Friday at 
8pm on FTV 
Channel 869 

Watch TV host  

Joel Recla  
with his guests 

What Sharon, Gabby talked 
about during ad shoot 

By Shiela Reyes 
 
MANILA -- Sharon Cuneta admitted 
there was some awkwardness when 
she and her ex-husband Gabby Concep-
cion first saw each other on the set of 
their reunion project after so many 
years. 

Cuneta said she did not know what to 
expect of Concepcion considering they 
haven’t been communicating with each 
other for the longest time. 

“Nung sinabing siya ('yung kasama ko), 
alam mo 'yung mixed emotions na is it 
going to be fun? Will it be a happy re-
union? Kasi nga hindi kami nakapag-
usap ng napakahabang panahon, not 
even sa phone. At 'yung last, hindi ma-
ganda. I wasn’t sure. Dasal ako ng da-
sal," she told ABS-CBN News in an in-
terview. 

On the day of the shoot, Cuneta arrived 
at the location without even asking if 
Concepcion was already there. They 
remained in their respective tents until 
Concepcion visited her standby area to 
greet her. 

“I was with my team. After a while, 
parang nagkaroon ng kaunting com-
motion. Pagtingin ko, siya. Sabi niya,’I 
brought you fruits.’ Nag-thank you lang 
ako, tapos, 'O sige see you later." Alam 
mo na nagkakailangan kami,” she said. 

The situation, however, was totally 
different when they finally sat across 
each other just before the cameras 
rolled. 

“Parang kahapon lang kayo galing 
shooting. Sharon, Gabby kayo agad. 
Okay let’s do this, as usual, what we’ve 
been doing forever. Tapos mamaya 
kuwentuhan na kami,” she said. 

When asked what were the things that 
they talked about, Cuneta shared: 
“Nagkuwentuhan na kami about KC. 
Kinukuwento ko sa kanya si Miguel, 
'yung mga anak ko. Very nice naman. 
Tapos 'yung hilig niya sa dagat na 
nakuha din ni Kace. Tapos trabaho ulit, 
tapos tent ulit.” 

Meanwhile, Cuneta revealed that their 
daughter was totally clueless about the 
project. 

“Hindi nga alam. Kasi it was so confi-
dential and we really did not want to 
tell anybody. Si KC, she gets excited 
minsan, na minsan she doesn’t wanna 
say but she would say it to her closest 
friends, or nadudulas. So tawa kami ng 
tawa. Sorry Kace,” she said. 

In fact, Cuneta narrated that KC actual-
ly called Concepcion while they were 
working together to invite him for din-
ner. 

“Sabi niya (Gabby), ‘I’m working anak 
eh. You come na lang to me in Bulacan.’ 
How far naman daw. Hindi niya alam 
kasama ako. When it came out, dedma 
rin lang siya pero tuwang tuwa siya,” 
she said. 

Concepcion and Cuneta’s commercial 
project marks the first time they 
worked together since 1992’s “Tayong 
Dalawa.” ABS-CBN News 

Secrets to an enduring marriage 

Oftentimes, people think it is difficult 
to maintain a happy and lasting rela-
tionship in show business and politics 
because of the long work hours and 
the demands of their jobs. But Sena-
tor Vicente “Tito” Sotto is one living 
proof that it is possible to have a suc-
cessful career and family life.  
Sotto and wife, seasoned actress Hel-
en Gamboa, will celebrate their 49th 
wedding anniversary in September. 
The Eat, Bulaga! host said that it does 
not feel like they’ve been together for 
almost five decades.  
“We still laugh together, we enjoy 
doing things together and I think we 
are both aging pretty well. God gave 
me a special gift in Helen,” the senator 
said.  
Sotto and Gamboa’s love story started 
in 1967. She was a beauty queen and 
a movie star while he was a recording 
artist and record producer.  
During that time, Sotto and his band 
were tapped by a movie director to 
appear in one of Gamboa’s big screen 
projects. He said upon meeting her, it 
was love at first sight. “Low batt agad 
ako. I knew then and there that I want 
to be with her.” 
But there was a problem. Brought up 
by strict parents, the young Gamboa 
was not allowed to date anyone or 
even accept suitors. Sotto persisted 
and even made up stories just to visit 
her on the set of her movie or at 
home.  
“She was very difficult to court be-
cause her mom was always with her. 
Sometimes I’ll pretend that she had to 
record a song just to talk to her. I 
courted her secretly and it took us 
more than a year to finally have mu-
tual understanding,” he said.  
In September 1969, the couple decid-
ed to elope. The plan was to get mar-
ried in secret in Sto. Tomas, Batangas 
then return Gamboa to her family 
home before the crack of dawn. But 
because of a sick judge and a late 
night surprise visit to a church, they 
weren’t able to get back to Manila in 
time. 
Young and newly married, the two 
had to ask the late Pasay City Mayor 
Pablo Cuneta and wife Elaine, the sis-
ter of Helen, to accompany them and 
explain their decision to her parents.  
“They were so mad at me. Right after 
the wedding, that was the only time I 
was allowed to visit her, to formally 
court her. I would visit her three 

times a week. We didn’t stay in the 
same house until our January 1971 
wedding, which was 14 months after 
our Batangas nuptial.”  
Sotto said that for 49 years, the love 
and dedication he has for Gamboa 
never faltered. He said that his wife’s 
happiness is always above everything 
else. 
But just like any relationship, theirs 
also had its ups and downs. He said it 
takes hard work to have a long-lasting 
marriage and that they never to go to 
sleep with unresolved issues between 
them.  
The senator also said it pays to listen 
and to know when to compromise. 
“Always go for the give and take, but 
it’s better if the man will be more un-
derstanding than the woman because 
they go through different phases in 
their lives. Things change when they 
get pregnant and start having kids. 
Men should always support and give 
leeway to women.” 
Sotto believes that “a happy wife is a 
happy life”. “I try my best to make her 
happy. She takes care of me but it has 
always been about her. If she’s happy, 
then I’m happy. She’s my everything. 
In my 69 years, we are together for 49 
years. She is my life.” 
Aside from their love and devotion 
toward each other, the television 
host/politician also regards their 
Catholic faith for the success of their 
marriage. He said having God in the 
center of their relationship not only 
strengthened them as a couple, but 
also stirred their family to the rightful 
direction.  
He also recognized his wife’s pa-
tience, love, dedication and under-
standing. He said Gamboa is not just a 
good actress, but also the best home-
maker. “They ask me how I balance 
things? I don’t. I weave them together. 
I don’t go out at night. I make sure to 
have breakfast and dinner at home. 
But more than that, it’s all because of 
Helen. She’s the glue holding us to-
gether.” 
The Senator said his marriage to 
Gamboa is comparable to her classic 
dish, Sinigang na Baka.  
“Kumpleto! May gulay, may sabaw at 
may beef. Masarap at puwede pang 
maanghang. All the elements are 
there for a good food, just like my 
marriage,” he ended.  Manila Standard 
Showbitz 

Host:  KUYA NESTOR 

Sundays  8:30 pm - 9:00pm 
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Paul C. Balan:  Designer of the first 2018  
America the Beautiful Quarter Coin is a Filipino 

The United States Mint joined the 
National Park Service (NPS) recent-
ly celebrated the release of the 
America the Beautiful Quarters 
Program coin honoring Pictured 
Rocks National Lakeshore in Michi-
gan. The coin is the first of five 
America the Beautiful Quarters to 
be issued in 2018, and the 41st re-
lease in the series. 

The design representing Pictured 
Rocks National Lakeshore depicts 
Chapel Rock and the white pine 
tree that grows atop with the in-
scriptions “PICTURED ROCKS,” 
“MICHIGAN,” “2018” and “E PLURI-
BUS UNUM.” This reverse was de-
signed by Mint Artistic Infusion 
Program (AIP) Designer Paul C. 
Balan and sculpted by Mint Sculp-
tor-Engraver Michael Gaudioso. 

Balan’s design was also used for the 

Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore 

2018 Uncirculated Five Ounce Sil-

ver Coin is composed of 99.9 per-

cent silver. 

Paul C. Balan—a native of Paete, 
Laguna, Philippines—studied fine 
arts at the University of Santo 
Thomas in Manila.  Many of his reli-
gious works, ranging from murals 
to stained glass, are on display at 
churches in the Philippines. 

Balan immigrated to the United 
States in 2001 and became a U.S. 
citizen in 2005. He currently lives 
with his family in Illinois. 

Continuing to produce a wide range 
of works, Balan receives numerous 
accolades and was profiled in local 
publications and news programs. 
He exhibits his paintings and sculp-
tures regularly, most notably his 
Lupang Hinirang Series, the first 
ever visual interpretation of the 
Philippine national anthem. 

Balan’s recognition includes fine 
work honors for his PACEM design 
in the Japanese mint’s International 
Coin Design Competition in 2012. 
In 2013, the best design in the Na-

tional Humanities Medal Design 
Competition out of 128 entries sub-
mitted. 

The National Humanities Medal is 
bestowed by the President of the 
United States in an annual White 
House ceremony. The inspiration 
for his award-winning design was 
the Statue of Liberty which he por-
trayed as representative of the his-
tory, wisdom and generosity of the 
United States. 

Coin Design Credits 
 
• 2018 America the Beautiful 

Quarters® Program – Pictured 
Rocks National Lakeshore re-
verse 

• 2016 American Eagle Platinum 
Proof Coin Program – reverse 

• 2015 March of Dimes Silver 
Dollar Commemorative Coin – 
Silver obverse 

• 2015 U.S. Marshals Service 
225th Anniversary Commemo-
rative Coin Program – Gold re-
verse 

 
Medal Design Credits 
 

• Code Talkers Recognition Con-
gressional Medals Program – St. 
Regis Mohawk Tribe reverse 

• Code Talkers Recognition Con-
gressional Medals Program – 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation ob-
verse 

• Code Talkers Recognition Con-
gressional Medals Program – 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation re-
verse 

• Code Talkers Recognition Con-
gressional Medals Program – 
Menominee Nation obverse 

 
Coin & Medal Design Credits 
 

• 2015 High Relief Gold Coin and 
Silver Medal – reverse 

 Paul C. Balan 

FAMILY DAY IN CANADA 

Filipino Family Values  

Gener and Emily Geminiano   

The Importance of Family Values 

While many values can be taught or 
instilled over time, they are argua-
bly more enduring when they are 
picked up on their own. The for-
mation of many values is vital to 
the socialization of an individual. 
These are often developed and nur-
tured by one's family, in school, and 
through one's environment. Some 
of these values may include obtain-
ing knowledge, wisdom, and neces-
sary skills, and then using them in 
your home and living out the values 
you acquired within the family. 

The Filipino family consists of 
many traditional values that have 
been treasured and passed on for 
many generations already. These 
values are incredibly beneficial. 

A List of Traditional Filipino Family 
Values and Traits 

Paggalang (Respect) 

The English translation of pagga-
lang means to be respectful or to 
give respect to a person. 

Filipinos are accustomed to using 
the words “po,” “opo,” and “ho” 
when they are conversing with old-
er people or, sometimes, with those 
who are in a high role or a prestig-
ious member of society. Using these 

words is customary in the Philip-
pines, and it shows a sign of respect 
if you do so. 

Paggalang can also be shown to-
ward your elders by kissing their 
hands before leaving/to say good-
bye and upon arrival/to greet them. 

The younger members of the family 
can show respect toward older sib-
lings by calling them kuya (older 
brother) or ate (older sister). 

Pakikisama (Helping Others) 

Pakikisama has the connotation of 
getting along with people in gen-
eral. 

There is a general yearning to be 
accepted and well-liked among Fili-
pinos. This applies to one and his or 
her friends, colleagues, boss, and 
even relatives. This desire is what 
steers one to perform pakikisama. 

The word pakikisama literally 
translates to "helping others." 

Therefore, this trait usually fosters 
general cooperation and perform-
ing good or helpful deeds, which 
can lead to others viewing you in a 
favorable light. 

Utang na Loob  
(Debt of Gratitude) 

Utang na Loob means to pay your 
debt with gratitude. 

With utang na loob, there is usually 
a system of obligation. When this 
value is applied, it imparts a sense 
of duty and responsibility on the 
younger siblings to serve and repay 
the favors done to them by their 
elders. 

Pagpapahalaga sa Pamilya 
(Prioritizing Family) 

Pagpapahalaga sa Pamilya. In other 
words: putting importance on your 
family. 

This implies that a person will 
place a high regard on their family 
and prioritize that before anything 
else. 

For example, this is why it's not un-
common for a father or a mother in 
a Filipino family from  the Philip-
pines to seek employment abroad 
or a job they don't want just to earn 
a decent wage for their family. 
They've placed the utmost priority 
on meeting the family’s basic needs 

and toward practicing pagpapahal-
aga sa pamilya 

Hiya (Shame) 

Hiya means shame. 

This controls the social behaviors 
and interactions of a Filipino. It is 
the value that drives a  Filipino to 
be obedient and respectful to their 
parents, older siblings, and other 
authorities. 

This is also a key ingredient in the 
loyalty of one’s family.   
wehavekids.com 
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Petronila Garcia honoured with  
Ambassador of the Year Award 
Philippine Ambassador 
Petronila P. Garcia was giv-
en the Ambassador of the 
Year Award (Southeast 
Asia, Australia and Oceania 
Region) by the Faculty of 
Law of the University of 
Ottawa at its inaugural An-
nual Public Diplomacy and 
Ambassadors of the Year 
Awards reception held on 
24 January 2018. 

The awardees were based 
on the results of a public 
online poll asking respond-
ents their favorite Embassy 
in the seven regions identi-
fied as: North and Central 
America; South America; 
Europe; Middle East; Africa; 
Southeast Asia, Australia 
and Oceania; and Asia (not 
belonging to Southeast 
Asia, Australia and Ocean-
ia). 

The awardees for Ambassa-
dor of the Year for the other 
regions were Ambassador 
Kelly Knight Craft of the 
USA (North and Central 
America); Ambassador Juan 
Diego Stacey Moreno of Ec-
uador (South America); 
Ambassador Enrique Ruiz 
Molero of Spain (Europe); 
Ambassador Naif Bin 
Bandir Alsudairy of Saudi 
Arabia (Middle East); High 

Commissioner Sibongiseni 
Dlamini-Mntambo of South 
Africa (Africa); and Ambas-
sador Kimihiro Ishikane of 
Japan (Asia not belonging 
to Southeast Asia, Australia 

and Oceania). 

As the current Dean of the 
Asia Pacific Group, Ambas-
sador Garcia likewise re-
ceived a recognition certifi-

Philippine Ambassador to Canada Petronila P. Garcia receives the 
Ambassador of the Year Award (Southeast Asia, Australia and 
Oceania Region) from Prof. Céline Lévesque (left), Dean of the Civil 
Law Section of the University of Ottawa Faculty of Law, and Am-
bassador Florence Z. Chideya of Zimbabwe, Dean of the Diplo-
matic Corps. 

Iloilo-based teacher 
in top 10 of Global 
Teacher Prize 

By Juzel Danganan 

MANILA --  Iloilo-based 
teacher Jesus Insilada has 
landed in the Top 10 of the 
Global Teacher Prize 2018, 
Microsoft founder and 
philanthropist Bill Gates 
announced in a statement 
recently. 

Insilada was recognized for 
his culture-based approach 
in teaching the subjects of 
English and creative writ-
ing that has engaged stu-
dents to learn through tra-
ditional dances, songs, ep-
ics, local games, and crafts 
at the Caninguan National 
High School in Lambunao, 
Iloilo. He is also a member 
of the indigenous people's 
Panay Bukidnon communi-
ty. 

Insilada was the first in his 
family to become a profes-
sional, as he came from a 
family of farmers. 
Through his approach, Insi-
lada's students have 
achieved their age-
expected grades, assessed 
through tests, at 87 per-

cent. 

He also received other na-
tional and international 
awards for teaching, writ-
ing, and support for indige-
nous culture. 

Varkey Foundation and 
Global Teacher Prize found-
er Sunny Varkey congratu-
lated Insilada for being se-
lected in the Top 10, adding 
he hopes Insilada's story 
will inspire those looking to 
enter the teaching profes-
sion while shining a spot-
light on the work of teach-
ers around the world. 

The other nine global final-
ists are: Nurten Akkuş from 
Turkey, Marjorie Brown 
from South Africa, Luis Mi-
guel Bermudez Gutierrez 
from Colombia, Glenn Lee 
from the United States, Die-
go Mahfouz Faria Lima 
from Brazil, Koen Timmers 
from Belgium, Eddie Woo 
from Australia, Andria Zaf-
irakou from the United 
Kingdom, and Barbara An-
na Zielonka from Norway. 

ner in 2016 that Faridi lost his 
sense of embarrassment. After 
the big announcement, he re-
members, he took the elevator 
down to the bottom of the 
building, where his dad was 

waiting in his taxi. “And he 
came out of the cab and we 
hugged each other for a good 
couple of minutes.” 

But there’s still a gulf between 
his new life and his old. His 
best friends from high school 
work as cab drivers and bus-
boys or in Pathmark, a major 

supermarket chain, and he 
doesn’t get invited to poker 
nights at their houses. “None 
of them came to my wedding,” 
Faridi says sadly. 

While he’s proud of every-
thing he’s achieved, there is 
part of him that mourns the 
person he used to be. 

(Continued from page 14) 

Class-Passing.:  How to... 
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Mon Torralba 

MUSIC STAND 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

The achievements and contributions of the global 

 Filipinos are more than enough reasons to celebrate… 

DAHIL MAHAL KITA 
 

(as recorded by Boyfriends) 
(Music & Lyrics: Manuel Mallilin Jr.) 

 

INTRO: AM9--Bm7—AM9--E7(sus) 
                                 (Ahhh ahaahh) 

 
VERSE 1 
 

          A                           Bm 
   Anuman ang sabihin nila 
    Dm                                     A 
   Ika'y patuloy kong mamahalin 
        A                  Bm 
   Maging sino ka man 
                   Dm                              A 
   Di na magbabago ang pag-ibig ko 
        A                       Bm 
   Dahil minamahal kita 
                     Dm                                   A 
   Walang makakapigil sa 'king damdamin 

 
VERSE 2 
 
F#m                       C#m7    DM7           DM7-C#m7-Bm7 
   Upang ikaw ang ibigin ko nang lubos 
       E7sus          A 
   Sasambahin lagi 
A                       Bm7 
   Dahil mahal kita 
                  Dm                                   A 
   Lahat ng bagay ay aking matatanggap 

 
CHORUS 
 
E7(sus) A 
   At dahil mahal kita 
                 Bm7 
   Handa akong magparaya 
Dm                            A               
   Kahit katumbas nito'y kasawian 
Esus A 
   Dahil mahal kita 
                 Bm7 
   Sa 'yo lamang liligaya 
Dm                       F#m       E7(sus) 
   At di na muling iibig pa (haahh--) 

 
  (Repeat Verses 1,2 & CHORUS) 
 
  (Repeat Chorus) 
 
  (At half-step higher, Repeat Chorus 2x & fade) 

A Tribute  
to Filipino Musicians  

Who Made Waves 

 Arranger, Composer, Producer 

 Jun with his brother, Alex, are founding members of 

ABRAKADABRA, a popular rock group in the ‘70s.   

 Wrote the biggest classic hits of BOYFRIENDS – 

“Dahil Mahal Kita” and “Bakit Labis Kitang Mahal” 

 Co-wrote the jukebox hit “Isang Babalikan, Isang 

IIwanan” for Cristy Mendoza 

 Arranger, Keyboardist & Lead Guitarist 

 Produced and wrote hits for various artists  

 Was house producer for OCTO ARTS Family Man, Show Man 

Alfredo “Freddie” Bronilla 
September 11, 1948 –January 29, 2018 

Freddie came to our lives for a reason, a sea-
son or a lifetime. 

A lot of us connected with Freddie through his 
love for music.  He was a trumpeter, he 
showed confidence and an unwavering  

passion for music.  It was not only the belting 
sound of his instrument, his playfulness on 

stage that we remember him for, but what he 
showed us outside of his music. 

He was friend to keep for a lifetime.  Even 
when reasons separate your journeys, he nev-

er failed to show care and compassion for a 
friend every time your paths cross.  

He was a loving family man and  
very much-loved by his family.    

He will be missed.  He left us with happy 
memories, thankful that he was with us for a 

reason, a season, a lifetime.   

His passing reminds us all of our common 
destiny.  Pondering on why he had to go  

before us, God must have took him so that 
there will be an angel named Freddie, who will 

play the trumpet to herald our entrance. 

Freddie was the trumpeter for several dance & 
marching bands in the in Toronto.  He was a founding 
member of the Philippine Heritage Band (year 1981). 

July 2, 1954 
- 

January 26, 2018 
 

RIP  

Original members of famous bands in the Philip-
pines grouped themselves to form the 70s Super-
band.  Filipinos who were at their prime ages in 
the 70s should be familiar with music and perhaps 
recognize the original members of bands who 
made huge waves during that era.   

Once a musician, always a musician. This is proba-
bly what goes on in the head of anybody who is 
watching a 70s Superband show. Those guys turn-
ing in a spirited performance are much, much old-

er than they were when they were making hits as 
members of various bands. Besides, it has also 
been quite a while since they have made some 
recordings. But they are still in a band. They are 
still making music. 

They are now known as the 70s Superband, The 
Ultimate OPM Experience. 

They are coming to Toronto very soon.  Watch out 
for further announcements.   

70’s Superband is Coming to  
Toronto for a Retro Concert  
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COMMUNITY 

EVANGELICAL MISSION 
A big congregation of Iglesia ni Cristo (Church 

of Christ) members gathered recently  to study 

pristine word of God written in the bible. 

 Happy 1st Birthday to Benjamin,Tess Cusipag’s youngest grandson! 

Teresa and Mon Torralba with PIDC President, Karen Pasqual-
Binaday at Immigration Minister Ahmed Hussen’s  Feb 9 event. 

Tune in to AM1610 every Wednesday from 8-9 pm for Kuya Roman 
Carretas’ “Oras Na: radio program.  . 
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