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TRAFFICTRAFFICTRAFFIC   
PH to host  
APEC 2015 

Taste of Manila:  RECORD-BREAKING  

On October, a record number of Filipino-
Canadian candidates will vie for various posi-
tions in the municipal elections ranging from 
councillor to school board trustee to mayor. 

Leading the pack is realtor Will Reodica for 
Mayor of Witchurch-Stouffville.  Up for 
reelection are  Marlene Mogado, Gary Tanuan 
and Alex Chiu.  Other hopeful candidates in-
clude Paulina Corpuz, Manny Yanga, Joey 
Abenilla, Manny Ching, Randy Bucao, Father 
Arnel Dumaran, Lauroz Mercader, Julius 
Tiangson, Ace Alvarez and Luz del Rosario. 

To tackle port congestion, 
corruption 

Pres. Aquino says “Sorry” for 

huge traffic mess 

Metro Manila and 
NLEX becomes 
huge “parking lot” 
By Waves News staff 

The worsening traffic chaos and log-
jam in Metro Manila and outlying 
parts has put its populace coming to 
grips with living an everyday night-
mare of frayed nerves, frustrations 
and anger towards the Aquino gov-
ernment for failing to at least find a 
reprieve if  not a solution to the age-

old problem.  

Last Friday (September 5), move-
ment of vehicles grounded to a com-
plete halt from the Port of Manila up 
the stretch of the North Luzon Ex-
pressway (NLEX) for some 6 hours 
as far as Meycauayan, Bulacan turn-
ing the highway into a huge parking 
lot. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Manila will be the site of the 27th 
Meeting of the Asia Pacific Econom-
ic Cooperation (APEC), a grouping 
of some 21 countries located along 
the Pacific rim. 

This is the second hosting of the 
Philippines with the first one held 
in 1997 during the term of Presi-
dent Fidel V. Ramos. 

President Barack Obama, Russia's 
Vladimir Putin, and other world 
leads among others are expected to 
attend the meeting which aims to 
promote free trade and economy 
cooperation among these countries.  

 

 

Know your Fil-Can bets 

Traditional Filipino games and the famous "boodle fight" were among the highlights of 
the record-breaking street festival, "Taste of Manila", held last Aug.24-25 in the Bath-
urst-Wilson area now known as "Little Manila" or “Manila Town”.  Photos by Waves & 
Ariel Ramos 

A huge “comeback” film for 
Director Carlos Siguion-Reyna 
By Mon Torralba 

The just concluded Toronto Interna-
tional Film Festival (Sept 4-14) wel-
comed back Carlos Siguion-Reyna to 
this yearly celebrated event where 
his past cinematic gems have been 
featured and praised.  

After a 14-year hiatus from directing 
films, Carlos Siguion-Reyna resurges 
with a rivetting movie also about a 
comeback.   

The script for “Hari ng Tondo,” con-
ceptualized and visualized by veteran 
actress-screenwriter-producer Bibeth 
Orteza, clearly establishes the loca-
tion of the main plot of the story, Ton-
do, the ghetto of Manila, a place 

(Continued on page 24) 

Manila will be the site of the 27th 
Meeting of the Asia Pacific Econom-
ic Cooperation (APEC), a grouping 
of some 21 countries located along 
the Pacific rim. 

This is the second hosting of the 
Philippines with the first one held 
in 1997 during the term of Presi-
dent Fidel V. Ramos. 

US President Barack Obama, Rus-
sia's Vladimir Putin, and other 
world leaders among others are 
expected to attend the meeting 
which aims to promote free trade 
and economy cooperation among 
these countries.  

 Story on page 5 

PH to host  
APEC 2015 

CONGESTION 

Paulina Corpuz, one of 
many Fil-Can hopefuls for 
school board trustee. 

 

BREAKING NEWS!!! 

Manila Mayor Erap Estrada has 
finally lifted the controversial 
truck ban in the city, a major 
cause of the congestion at the 
Port of Manila. 
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Canada accredits first female 
Philippine Ambassador 

Presiding over the presenta-
tion of credentials of six (6) 
newly-arrived Ambassadors 
to Canada, His Excellency, 
the Right Honourable David 
Johnston, warmly received 
today Her Excellency, Philip-
pine Ambassador Petronila 
P. Garcia in a stately cere-
mony at the Rideau Hall in 
Ottawa.  

Ambassador Garcia handed 
over to Governor General 
Johnston her letter of cre-
dence and the letter of recall 
of her predecessor, Ambas-
sador Leslie B. Gatan.   

In his welcome address, the 
Governor General recog-
nized the knowledge and 
skills that Ambassador Gar-

cia will bring to bear on 
Philippines-Canada rela-
tions, which are largely 
shaped by people-to-people 
ties fostered by some 
660,000 Filipinos in Canada.  
He expressed confidence 
that the Philippines and 
Canada will benefit from the 
Ambassador’s dedication to 
building a better world.  
Noting that he and the Am-
bassador find common 
ground in their legal educa-
tion, the Governor General  
hoped to discuss their com-
mon interest when time per-
mits and looked forward to 
new and exciting partner-
ships between Canada and 
the Philippines.  

During her te te-a -te te with 
the Governor General, Am-
bassador Garcia summa-
rized her priorities for 
growing bilateral ties with 
Canada, among them more 
educational partnerships in 
the fields of agriculture, en-
gineering, environmental 
protection, educational 
technology and information 
technology.  The Philippine 
Ambassador took the occa-
sion to convey the Filipino 
people’s gratitude for Cana-
da’s tremendous disaster 
relief assistance in the after-
math of Typhoon Haiyan 
last year, including the de-
ployment of Canada’s Disas-
ter Assistance Relief Team 

(Continued on page 8) 

Ambassador Petronila P. Garcia presents her credentials to His Excellency, the Right Honourable 
David Johnston, Governor General of Canada— Photo credit: Sgt Ronald Duchesne, Rideau Hall ©Her 

Majesty The Queen in Right of Canadarepresented by the Office of the Secretary to the Governor General (2014) 

Bill to make Canadian 
citizenship hard to get, 
easy to lose 
By Rowena Papasin, ABS-CBN Canada 

VANCOUVER - Canada can 
now easily strip the citizen-
ship of millions of Canadi-
ans, thanks to a proposed 
law that will make citizen-
ship harder to get and easi-
er to lose. 

The British Columbia Civil 
Liberties Association 
(BCCLA) is very worried 
about the implications of 
bill C-24, a proposal that re-
defines Canadian citizen-
ship. 

They believe it targets natu-
ralized citizens and those 
holding dual citizenship. 

"Canadian citizens who are 
dual citizens are particular-
ly vulnerable to the citizen-
ship-stripping provisions 
because under the law if 

you only hold one citizen-
ship then they can't take 
that away from you," said 
Carmen Cheung, senior 
counsel of BCCLA. 

Cheung further explained, 
"But if you hold two citizen-
ships, a dual citizenship or if 
you are even eligible for 
dual citizenship, then all of 
these citizenship-stripping 
provisions come into effect 
and so that in effect creates 
categories of Canadians and 
we know that oftentimes, 
the people who are dual 
citizens are immigrants or 
they're new to Canada, and 
so it disproportionately im-
pacts new Canadians and 
immigrants." 

(Continued on page 9) 

Malacanang welcomed the decision of the city 
government of Manila to lift the truck ban to ease 
the cargo congestion in the Port of Manila.  

In a press briefing over radio station dzRB Radyo 
ng Bayan, Deputy Presidential Spokesperson Ab-
igail Valte said on Sunday that this decision will 
benefit all. 

“Papalapit na po ang Christmas season, and this 
will help in decongesting the Port of Manila. We 
expect na mag-i-ease po ‘yung inflationary pres-
sure on prices because magiging mas continuous 
na po ang supply ng ating mga produkto,” said 

Valte. 

She noted that the business sector also wel-
comed the lifting of the truck ban and this will 
open the possibilities of a better scheme to uti-
lize the Port of Manila more effectively. 

“Dahil po diyan sa naging problemang iyan, 
siyempre marami na ang naging diskusyon kung 
paano po natin mayu-utilize nang mas maayos 
ang Port of Manila, kung paano po magiging mas 
efficient. Hintayin na lang din po natin ang mga 
magiging susunod na hakbang ng ating mga 
ahensya ng pambansang pamahalaan,” Valte 
said. 

Manila Mayor Joseph Estrada, in a press confer-
ence on Saturday, said that with the lifting of the 
truck ban, they are now giving the national gov-
ernment a freehand to decongest the Port of Ma-
nila. 

“Sa akin pong pagkakaalam ay talaga naman 
pong kasama sa pag-uusap ang pamahalaan ng 
Lungsod ng Maynila, lalo na pagdating dito sa 
isyu ng port congestion at ang truck ban. Alam ko 
namang bukas ang linya, mula pa noong simula, 
bukas ang linya ng ating mga Cabinet Secretaries 
at ni Mayor Estrada tungkol sa isyu na ito,” said 
Valte. (PNA) ∎ 

Palace welcomes City of Manila's decision to lift truck ban 

LIFT TRUCK BAN. Manila Mayor Joseph Estrada (left) and 
Vice Mayor Isko Moreno hold up the signed order lifting the 
truck ban in Manila on September 13, 2014. Photo by Jose 

Del/Rappler 

Aquino embarks on 
European, US trips 

President Aquino 
left for Europe, 
where he's ex-
pected to parade 
the Philippines' 
economic growth 
and his admin-
istration's pro-
gram for good 
governance. 

Aquino's European trip will last until September 20. 

In Europe, he will meet with leaders of Germany, 
France, and the European Union, among others. 

Aquino is also expected to seek Europe's help in 
Manila's territorial dispute with Beijing, raising 
proposals to stop China from further escalating ten-
sions in the South China Sea. 

After Europe, Aquino travels to the United States to 
speak at the Global Climate Change Summit upon 
the invitation of UN Secretary General Ban-ki Moon 
and US President Barack Obama. 

Aquino is expected to return to Manila on the Sep-
tember 25.∎ 
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METRO MANILA 
GRIDLOCK:  

IS THERE A 
SOLUTION? 

THE EXTRAVAGANZA IS OVER  

When in Metro Manila, make sure to make an appointment 
with two to three hours early lead time.  Or better expect 
somebody to arrive late in your meeting. 

Gridlock is a way of life in Metro Manila as in other big cities 
in the world. 

Los Angeles, New York, Rio de Janeiro - all bustling big cit-
ies. They have traffic nightmares of their own.  But Manila is 
a different case.  

The American architect and designer/planner Daniel Hud-
son Burnham planned and designed the city of Manila in 
1905 and also the city of Chicago in the American Midwest 
and other great landmarks of the world. 

But Burnham did not anticipate that in Manila or elsewhere 
in the Philippines, cars or vehicles do not grow old much 
more junked to the scrap yards. They are resurrected while 
each year new cars are added to the roads. 

This is one of the root cause of Metro Manila traffic prob-
lems.  Add to that the lack of driver’s discipline.  Have you 
noticed if drivers stay in their lanes for instance? 

The congestion at the port of Manila, where thousands of  
shipping vans remain undelivered because of a strict truck 
ban, is only one of the varied complications of the traffic sit-
uations in the city of Manila and its environs. 

Consider this:  According to Albay Governor Joey, there are 
about 800,000 utility vehicles, 400,000 cars, 120,000 trucks 
and 1.4 tricycles fighting for every available space in the 
streets of Metro Manila. 

If mass transit is one of the solutions to the traffic jams, then 
at the moment, the government has failed miserably in this 
area. 

Every day, commuters endure a long queue almost half kilo-
meter long going to work or schools thru the MRT (Metro 
Rail Transit) and risk their lives due to mismanagement and 
inefficiency. 

At one time, a rail car jumped off the tracks luckily with no 
fatalities but almost everyday, there is delay or stoppage. 

Add to these problems with safety maintenance.  Imagine an 
MRT car running with its doors open putting at risk its pas-
sengers. 

And mind you, there is alleged corruption in the bidding of 

maintenance providers and even suppliers of spare parts.  

Summer is gone.  The sea-
son of Filipino festivals that 
plays over and over again 
the overstrained “show-
casing of Filipino culture” as 
an excuse, thank God has 
finally ended. 

The only saving grace is the 
ground breaking “Taste of 
Manila”, which according to 
estimates surpassed all rec-
ords in terms of attendance 
- 20,000 people give or take. 

Rolly Mangante, chair of the 
Philippine Cultural Commu-
nity Centre (PCCT) organiz-
er of the event, said the 
huge turnout in the two-day 
event has been unprece-
dented. 

“Next year, the city 
(Toronto) government has 
promised to provide us 
more city streets to occupy”, 
he said. 

What contributed perhaps 
to the initial acceptance of 
“Taste of Manila” as the fes-
tival to define what is truly 
Filipino could have been  
the atmosphere.  

Some say, it was like min-
gling with the hustle and 
bustle of Quiapo’s Plaza Mi-
randa or Avenida Rizal or 
Divisoria, no airconditioned 
or controlled and closed 
environment as in the Metro 
Convention Centre; no big 
networks stars that usually 
distract or monopolize the 
event. 

***** 

Rolly Mangante, who had no 
sleep and wore the same 
clothes in the inaugural 
morning was grinning wide-
ly as the  program started 
with a huge crowd in at-
tendance, but his smile 
quickly faded to a frown as 
he saw two “unlikely 
guests” take center stage. 

It seemed, according to Rol-

ly, somebody invited the 
“Epals” and he cannot do 
anything at that point. 

***** 

The other Filipino festivals 
held earlier weeks before 
were simply a repeat and 
rehash of what they adver-
tise as “cultural events” but 
are actually fund raising or 
commercial endeavors held 
each year. Nothing new or 
different as in a “tiresome 
same old song”. 

One festival promoted itself 
as a trade event but was 
actually a vaudeville to pro-
mote stars of a new televi-
sion network. 

It was simply a “clone festi-
val” of another. 

These kind of events have 
become mindless extrava-
ganzas of showboating, po-
litical campaigning, photo 
ops of self-proclaimed com-
munity leaders who allow 
themselves to be used as 
pawns in the growing 
“television network wars” in 
a big Filipino expat market 
like Toronto. 

And mind you. Let us see 
some accounting or trans-
parency in their activities. 

***** 

There are at least 16 Filipi-
no-Canadian candidates for 
various positions in the next 
October elections. Heading 
the pack is realtor Willie 
Reodica who is seeking the 
post of mayor of 
Whitchurch-Stouffville, a 
growing community adja-
cent to the city of Markham.   

Others are Paulina Corpuz, 
Manny Ching, Marlene 
Mogado, Joey Abenilla, Man-
ny Yanga, Alex Chiu, Gary 
Tanauan, Luz del Rosario, 
Randy Bucao, Father Ariel 
Dumaran, Lauroz Mercader, 

Julius Tiangson and Ace Al-
varez. 

Let’s wish them good luck 
but bear in mind, vote for 
your candidate not because 
he is a Fil-Canadian but ra-
ther what he can offer and 
what he can do once he is 
elected into office. 

No amount of endorsements 
can compensate for qualifi-
cations and the potentials of 
what he or she can do. 

***** 

Thinking of visiting Metro 
Manila?  Brace yourself for 
monstrous traffic jams that 
can mar your visit.  Better, 
plan your appointment well 
ahead of time. 

The government says the 
mess brought about by con-
gestion at the Port of Manila 
will continue until 2015 as 
the Christmas holidays will 
create more stockpiles of 
cargoes at the pier. 

At present, there are about 
4,000 container/shipping 
vans that arrive daily at the 
port plus the ones already 
in the yard. 

The pier congestion is such 
that at least there are thou-
sands more being held in 
the ports of Singapore and 
Hongkong awaiting ship-
ment to Manila. 

The one truck lane cooked 
up by bright boys of the 
Aquino government is cre-
ating chaos and confusion.  
Now they made it a two 
truck lane to speed up the 
delivery of goods or car-
goes. 

***** 

With the APEC (Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation) slat-
ed to be held in Manila on 
November 2015 and with 

(Continued on page 5) 
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In busy EDSA highway, grid-
lock is a daily occurrence 
while the same situation in 
the entire Metropolis is al-
most always endured by 
commuters. 

Complicating the traffic grid-
lock in Metro Manila is the 
congestion in the Port of Ma-
nila where thousands of car-
goes/shipping vans cannot 
be delivered as a result of the 
truck ban imposed by the city 
of Manila which put the 
blame on truckers as the 
cause of massive logjams in 
the city.  To ease the prob-
lem, a one truck lane policy 

to speed up the delivery of 
the cargoes was offered so as 
not to disrupt economic ac-
tivity. 

But confusion marked the 
imposition of the one truck 
lane policy further complicat-
ing the situation.   

Add to all these woes, is the 
ineptitude and inefficiency of 
transportation officials 
tasked to do the job. 

The high tech MRT or (Mass 
Rail Transit) has become the 
joke of commuters for its 
hosts of technical problems, 
among them daily stoppage, 
a train car going off the rail, 
faulty safety features, like 
doors that are malfunction-
ing, have endangered the 
lives of commuters. 

As a result, the President was 
urged to directly “address the 
problem of traffic jams” 
caused by the one truck lane 
policy implemented in Metro 
Manila. 

Senator Chiz Escudero, who 
made the appeal, said “This 
(traffic jams) is getting worse 
and it’s because officials or 
his (the president) alter-egos 
are incompetent in doing 
their jobs”. 

He said the President should 
review the possible solutions 
to the congestion at the port 
of Manila rather than allow 
his cabinet secretaries to 
solve it. 

In a radio interview, he said 
no apologies can make up for 
being stuck in traffic for 

hours, missed appointments 
and wasted time. 

“I don’t think the people 
want an apology, I think what 
people want is true and effi-
cient service,” he said. 

He said it not enough for 
Malacanang spokesmen to 
guarantee that the govern-
ment is on top of the situa-
tion and yet motorists have 
to face huge traffic jams eve-
ryday.  

But President Aquino apolo-
gized to the public for last 
Sept.5 NLEX huge traffic 
mayhem and gridlock but 
said “the sacrifices made by 
motorists and commuters 
amid the  traffic nightmares 
due to the decongestion of 
Manila’s ports, would  bear 

fruit in the long run”. 

He said there is an impact of 
the congestion on the growth 
of our economy.  We don’t 
want this thing to exacerbate 
problem like for instances, 
increasing prices for food 
because of the difficulty on 
the logistics side. 

He vowed, however, to per-
sonally look into the traffic 
situation, particularly on the 
NLEX . 

He promised that, “I don’t 
want to rely on the reports of 
anyone. 

I want to see the videos that 
were captured by the 
CCTV”.∎  

(Continued from page 1) 

METRO MANILA ….PARKING 

LOT 

the likes of world leaders 
President Barack Obama 
and Vladimir Putin attend-
ing, there is concern over 
how these world leaders 
and the 10,000 delegates 
can be transported to the 
various venues in the Me-
tropolis. 

We’ve heard that the Ninoy 
Aquino International Air-
port (NAIA) would be reha-
bilitated to the tune of P15.5 
billion for the construction 

of a 7-kilometer expressway 
and a stage three of the Sky-
way. 

More overpasses and rail-
way extensions are also be-
ing planned and are sched-
uled to be finished before 
the APEC starts. 

Roxas boulvevard and 
Luneta.are presently being 
improved  at a cost of P457 
Billion,it was learned. 

***** 

Investigations into allega-
tions of kickbacks and 
anomalies in the city of Ma-

kati pinpointing Vice Presi-
dent Jojo Binay and his fam-
ily, is unraveling a tip of the 
iceberg. 

Although, the probe may be 
a demolition job to discredit 
Binay’s presidential candi-
dacy in 2016, many believe 
a lot of “surprises” will 
come out of the investiga-
tions. Some years back, The 
Philippine Center for Inves-
tigative Journalism (PCIJ) 
did an exhaustive research 
on the mayor Jojo Binay and 
the revelations are report-
edly explosive. ∎ 

(Continued from page 4) 

THE EXTRAVAGANZA IS OVER... 

APEC to tackle port congestion, 
corruption 
Philstar.com 

Maritime disputes are not 
on the agenda. 

But congestion in shipping 
ports and corruption are 
among the regional prob-
lems that the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation fo-
rum is expected to tackle as 
APEC leaders gather for 
their annual summit this 
year in Beijing and then in 
Manila in 2015. 

Robert Wang, the US State 
Department’s senior official 
for APEC, said yesterday 
that Washington is giving 
priority to Asia-Pacific co-
operation in improving 
“supply chain connectivity” 
and fighting “cross-border 
bribery.” 

Briefing a small group of 
journalists yesterday at the 
US embassy here, Wang ad-
mitted experiencing heavy 
traffic in Metro Manila and 
said it could be a problem 
when the Philippines hosts 
the APEC summit next year. 

But he added, “I think it will 
be a problem that the gov-
ernment will try to ad-
dress… I’m quite sure the 
Philippines has the ability to 
do that.” 

Wang has been meeting 
with Philippine officials 
since arriving in Manila 
Sunday night. Asked if mari-
time disputes involving Chi-
na and its neighbors were 
on the US agenda at APEC, 
he replied, “The answer is 
no.” 

He said the issue is consid-
ered political, which the 21-
member APEC does not 
tackle. Maritime security, 
including freedom of navi-
gation in shipping lanes, is 
instead taken up at the East 
Asia Summit. 

Wang, who met with mem-
bers of the American Cham-
ber of Commerce of the 
Philippines and with Laura 
del Rosario, foreign affairs 
undersecretary for interna-

tional economic relations, 
said port logistics problems 
were plaguing not only the 
Philippines but also several 
other countries in the re-
gion. 

He said that in 2010, APEC 
set a goal of reducing by 10 
percent the cost of moving 
goods by 2015. With the 
annual average cost placed 
at $1.4 trillion, this will 
mean savings of $140 bil-
lion. 

But preliminary studies 
have shown that “we have-
n’t improved things as 
much,” Wang said. 

He said the US has put up $1 
million and Australia and 
two other countries another 
$1 million to finance a study 
identifying where the prob-
lems lie and assist APEC 
economies in dealing with 
the problem, such as by im-
proving Customs proce-
dures. 

Next year, Wang said, “there 
will be a report card” for the 
Philippines, which is seeing 
the worst congestion in the 
Port of Manila and massive 
traffic gridlocks. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Robert Wang, U.S. Senior Official 
for the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC) 

Pinoy peacekeepers con-
tinue performing duties 
in Golan Heights  
By Jaime Laude (The Philippine Star) 

MANILA, Philippines - Filipino 
peacekeepers in the Golan 
Heights are still performing 
their duties under the man-
date of the United Nations in 
the troubled region. 

If not manning the UN post at 
Position 80, they are at Camp 
Ziouani, the UN Disengage-
ment Observer Force (UNDOF) 
military police base at the bor-
der of Israel and Syria. 

“Our troops continue to per-
form their jobs under the com-
mand of Col. Ted Damusnog,” 
said Col. Roberto Ancan, com-
mander of the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines-Peacekeeping 
Operations Center. 

Sources said Filipino peace-
keepers would no longer re-
turn to their old UN post at 
Positions 68 and 69, which the 
Al Nusra Front rebels sur-
rounded and attacked last 
month. 

The first group of Filipino 
peacekeepers at Position 69 
escaped with the help of Irish 
troops. But those holed up at 
Position 68 engaged rebels in a 
three-day standoff that ended 
in seven hours of fighting be-
fore the troops staged their 
“greatest escape under the 
cover of darkness.” 

The incident resulted in the 
resignation of the UNDOF Fili-
pino chief Col. James Ezra En-
riquez amid disagreements 

with Indian Force commander 
Lt. Gen. Iqbal Singh Singha 
over the handling of the crisis. 

Singha, in a bid to secure the 
safe release of 45 Fijian peace-
keepers taken by the rebels, 
had earlier ordered the Filipi-
no troops to surrender their 
firearms to the rebels. The Fili-
pinos refused. 

The Fijians were released un-
harmed the other day by their 
al-Qaeda-linked Al Nusra Front 
captors in UN-sponsored nego-
tiations. 

Enriquez resigned after Singha 
labeled the Filipino peacekeep-
ers as cowards and unprofes-
sional for disobeying his order 
to surrender their firearms. 

He returned to the country last 
Wednesday afternoon, leaving 
Filipino troops under Da-
musnog. 

The UN peacekeeping mission 
known as UNDOF in the Golan 
Heights involves 1,223 troops 
from six countries – Fiji, India, 
Ireland, Nepal, the Netherlands 
and the Philippines. 

But the worsening security 
situation in the area due to the 
ongoing rebellion in Syria has 
prompted the Philippines not 
to send another batch of 
peacekeepers to the region to 
replace those who are due to 
return to the country next 
month.∎ 
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MANILA -- With the aim of 
attracting some 8.2 million 
visitors in 2015, the Depart-
ment of Tourism (DOT), 
through its marketing arm, 
the Tourism Promotions 
Board (TPB), unveiled on 
Thursday its new campaign 
for Visit Philippines Year 
2015 (VPY2015). 

Speaking before foreign 
travel buyers who will be 
participating in the 25th 
Philippine Travel Mart this 
weekend at the SMX Con-
vention Center, DOT Secre-
tary Ramon Jimenez Jr. 
stressed that “tourism isn’t 
about the numbers, it is a 
performance. And thus this 
is dependent on our people. 
Our beautiful sights are just 
mere backdrops to the per-
formance. Performance is 
the ability to turn strangers 
into friends, sights into 
memories, and adventures 
into unforgettable experi-
ences.” 

The DOT is banking on the 
private tourism stakehold-
ers to participate in the 
campaign and go all out in 
encouraging visitors to the 
Philippines next year. 

“VPY2015 will feature a cal-
endar of events and activi-
ties that are an exciting mix 
of all the outstanding work 
of the Filipino people in 
painting and the graphic 
arts, cinema, performance 
art to include music, dance 
and theater arts, as well as 
the unveiling of many more 
historic treasures, natural 
wonders and unforgettable 
adventures,” said Jimenez. 

For his part, TPB chief oper-
ating officer Domingo Ra-
mon Enerio III said major 
activities to gear up for dur-
ing VPY2015 include the 
Papal Visit in January, the 
year-long Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation (APEC) 
ministerial and senior offi-
cials meetings which will 
culminate in the Leaders 
Summit in November, as 
well as festivals like the Ati-
Atihan, the Philippine Hot 
Air Balloon Fiesta, the Phil-
ippine International Pyro-
musical Competition, and 
sporting events like the Iron 
Man and Xterra Triathlons, 
CWC International Wake-
boarding Competition, and 
the Mount Apo Boulder Face 
Challenge. 

During APEC, the Philip-
pines “plays host to some 
25,000 international visi-
tors, culminating in the 
Leaders’ Summit in Novem-
ber. With these major 
meets, the Philippines once 
again bursts into the lime-
light, reclaiming its place as 
one of top MICE (Meetings, 
Incentives, Conferences, and 
Exhibitions) destinations in 
the world,” he added. 

A major culinary event also 
comes to Manila as it hosts 
the very first Madrid Fusion
-Manila in April 2015. 

“Madrid Fusio n is the single, 
most important conference 
for culinary in the 21st cen-
tury. It is where the world 
goes to see the future of 
food. We are very excited to 
welcome people who are 
interested in food from Asia, 
primarily from Asean, and 

from the rest of the world to 
visit the Philippines in 2015. 
The whole concept behind 
Madrid Fusion is to gather 
the best in culinary arts and 
get them to share their 
knowledge. We believe in 
the Philippines’ potential to 
further grow as a center of 
culinary excellence in Asia, 
and Madrid Fusion will help 
amplify that,” said Jimenez. 

Madrid Fusio n has estab-
lished itself as one of the 
leading international gas-
tronomy gatherings held 
annually in Madrid and at-
tended by elite chefs and 
experts in the culinary field 
to discuss trends, evolution 
of tastes, and new food hab-
its. More than 400 leading 
chefs from all five conti-
nents have graced its stage 
and performed live culinary 
demonstrations and memo-
rable presentations on revo-
lutionary techniques. 

Among the featured chefs 
were: Grant Achatz, Gaston 
Acurio, Ferran Adria, Juan 
Mari Arzak, Alex Atala, Nobu 
Matsuhisa, Heston Blumen-
thal, Michel Brass, Paul Bo-
cuse, Quique Dacosta, Alain 
Ducasse, Joel Robuchon, and 
Michel Troisgros. 

Enerio also introduced an 
audio-visual presentation 
(AVP) showing the many 
ways foreigners can enjoy 
the Philippines, and an-
nounced a micro-site where 
tourism stakeholders can 
sign up and help in the mar-
keting campaign of 
VPY2015. The AVP will be 
shown in travel fairs abroad 
and posted on social net-
working sites. 

“We will need all of you in 
attendance today to make 
this campaign a success,” he 
pleaded to Thursday’s 
luncheon participants. Aside 
from foreign travel buyers, 
there were local tourism 
stakeholders from travel 
agencies, hotels and resorts, 
as well as tour operators. 

All tourism stakeholders are 
encouraged to click on  
phl2015.itsmorefuninthephi
lippines.com to register and 
promote their activities to 
an international audience. 

“The microsite serves as 
directory to everything the 
Philippines has to offer, es-
pecially for VPY2015,” said 
the TPB chief.∎ 

 

DOT unveils new campaign for 
Visit PH Year 2015 
By Ma. Stella F. Arnaldo, Special to ABS-CBNNews.com 

Tourism Promotions Board chief operating officer Domingo Ramon 
Enerio III (top) unveils a new AVP showing the numerous 'fun' activi-
ties tourists can enjoy in the Philippines. The AVP is part of the agen-
cy's marketing campaign for Visit Philippines Year 2015. Photos by 
Stella Arnaldo via PicStitch 

Tropical Delight at St. Catharines 

The hard-working and lovely family of Elmer and Marivic Tubig, 
shown above with Hotdog Band original, Mon Torralba, is making 
waves in St. Catharines   with their Asian food store, Tropical Delight.  

More Reasons To Smile 
This Season 

The company that guarantees to deliver smiles and move more than 
just sea cargo and money remittances is once again making the up-
coming holidays more exciting. In the spirit of spreading more smiles 
this season, LBC is giving away over two hundred fifty thousand dol-
lars ($250,000) worth of prizes through their Smile and Drive  
promo which launched on September 1.  

A total of nine (9) brand new Toyota Corollas and numerous Gift 
Certificates will be raffled off to LBC customers who avail of their 
cargo and money remittance services through any LBC branch or 
partner agents in the US and Canada. Smile and Drive runs from Sep-
tember 1 to November 30, 2014. All transactions during the promo 
period will be automatically entered in the electronic draw during 
the monthly raffle, the first of which will happen on October 3, 2014.  

Helping you navigate through life overseas while you think of your 
loved ones is at the heart of what LBC does. The things you choose 
to move with LBC this coming holiday season will surely bring smiles 
to family and friends back home.  With Smile and Drive, no matter 
how close or distant that gap is, LBC moves you closer to where you 
want to be.   

For more details about Smile and Drive, you may visit 
www.lbchome.com or www.lbcexpress.com. 

LBC contingent, some 50 friends and supporters, was among the 
largest participants to this annual charity event  
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INVITATION TO ALL DEVOTEES OF  

THE VIRGIN OF PENAFRANCIA 

 

 

Fluvial Parade 

September 20, 2014 ( Saturday ) is the Feast Day of our Lady of Penafrancia, 
the Patroness of the Bicol Region in the Philippines.  Devotees of the Virgin of 
Penafrancia of the Bicol Canada Community Association ( BCCA ), together with 
the organizers  of the 9-Day House to House Novena are hosting the celebration 
with the traditional Fluvial Parade at the  Bluffers Park Lake at Brimley Rd. in 
Scarborough, Ontario ( by the Lake )  and  an evening Mass Celebration at the 
Our Lady of Assumption Church at 2565 Bathurst  St. , Toronto.  

DETAILS OF THE FEAST DAY CELEBRATION   
SEPTEMBER 20, 2014  ( SATURDAY ) 

MORNING CELEBRATION AT THE BLUFFERS PARK  & MARINA  
at Brimley Rd. South ( by the Lake )    

8:30 AM – Assembly for the procession of the Virgin to the Dock at the Bluffers Park 
Marina where the Fluvial Parade will start. ( Eastside of the Bluffers Park Marina ) 

9:30 AM -  PROCESSION TO THE DOCK  STARTS 

10:00 TO 11:30 AM  FLUVIAL PARADE ON THE LAKE -  Devotions will be celebrated at 
the park after the Fluvial Parade.  Pot Luck lunch ( picnic ) at the Park will follow after 
the Devotions. 

EVENING CELEBRATION AT THE LADY OF ASSUMPTION CHURCH  
at  2565 Bathurst St. Toronto. 

6:45 PM  Starts with a procession of the Virgin of Penafrancia  around the church yard.    

7:10 PM  Con-Celebrated Holy Mass with the Our Lady of Penafrancia Choir 

After the Holy Mass a Fiesta/Celebration will follow at the Church Hall.  

Kumustahan, Karakanan, Baraylihan asin  Kaogmahan sa Kapistahan para  “ Viva La 
Virgen “.                                            

For more information :  Bobby and Lorna Achacon   416 265- 2085 

                                            Felix and Mayette Reyes     905 896-4958                                                        

                                            Toti and Naty Gutierrez          416 751-9437             

                                            Paeng Nebres                           416 618-1362  

The Camarines Norte Association Ontario-Canada ( CNAC-O) is celebrating its 7th Foun-
dation Anniversary with a Gala Dinner on October 18, 2014( Saturday), 6:00 p.m. at 
Rembrandt Banquet Halls, 930 Progress Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario. 

Camarines Norte-Ontario Association 
to Hold 7th Anniversary Gala 

CNAC-O, with its Masquerade-themed event, will hold also a formal induction of its new 
set of Executive Officers and Directors for the 2014-2016 term. Led by president-elect 
Susan SJ. Llanera, among those to be sworn to office are officers : Merle Canlas, 1st vice- 
president, Pong Ostonal, 2nd vice-president, Nely Lopriego, treasurer, Jocelyn San Juan, 
auditor, Carlito Cruz, public relations officer, Liwayway Nabus, business manager and 
directors : Lourdes Balce, Elizabeth Cruz, Sonia Dela Cruz, Diego Linan,  Eva San Andres, 
Andrea A. San Juan, Marie A. San Juan, Virginia G. San Juan, Minda Sayoc-Mendoza, Rey 
Senes, Homer Senson, Faye Silvio and Rommel Yanto. 
 
Invited as guest speaker and inducting officer is the Philippine Consul General - Toron-
to, Ms. Junever Mahilum-West. GTA FilCan leaders attending include PIDC's Norma Car-
pio & her officers, FCT's Rosalinda Javier & her directors , BicolCCA's Rafael Nebres and 
other notable community personalities. To be hosted by Ramon Carretas and Karen Pas-
cual-Binaday, other local radio,stage and musical talents to be gracing the event are 
Martha Joy, Chyrell Samson, Scott Dion Brown and Nicole Samantha Huff. 
 
CNAC-O, with its Masquerade-themed event, will hold also a formal induction of its new 
set of Executive Officers and Directors for the 2014-2016 term. Led by president-elect 
Susan SJ. Llanera, among those to be sworn to office are officers : Merle Canlas, 1st vice- 
president, Pong Ostonal, 2nd vice-president, Nely Lopriego, treasurer, Jocelyn San Juan, 
auditor, Carlito Cruz, public relations officer, Liwayway Nabus, business manager and 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Fabulous at Fifty! 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 

NELY 
From Waves News 

(DART) by Canada to the island of 
Panay.  The conversation also dwelled 
upon the recent designation of the Phil-
ippines as a Country of Focus for Cana-
da’s development assistance and high-
level official exchanges, such as the visit 
of Prime Minister Stephen Harper to the 
Philippines in 2012 and the planned 
reciprocal visit of President Benigno S. 
Aquino III to Canada in 2015. 

“Today, I carried to the Governor Gen-
eral not only my credentials as Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary but also the good wishes of Presi-
dent Aquino and the affection of the 
Filipino people for the entire Canadian 
nation.   My mission is to ensure that 
Philippine-Canadian friendship will 
continue to flourish on the back of 
healthy political and economic relations 
with the large Filipino diaspora in Cana-
da providing a rich context to pursue 
our goals,” Ambassador Garcia re-
marked. 

Ambassador Garcia was accompanied 
at today’s ceremonies by the Philippine 
Embassy’s Deputy Chief of Mission, Uri-
el Norman R. Garibay, Minister and 
Consul General Eric Gerardo E. Tamayo, 
Minister and Consul Flerida Ann Ca-
mille P. Mayo, First Secretary and Con-
sul Porfirio M. Mayo, Jr., Consul General 
Junever M. Mahilum-West of the Philip-
pine Consulate General in Toronto, Con-
sul General Neil Frank R. Ferrer of the 
Philippine Consulate General in Van-
couver, Labor Attache s Leonida V. 
Romulo and Jaime P. Gimenez as well as 
the Ambassador’s sons Angelo Victor 

(Continued from page 3) 

Canada accredits PH Ambassador... 

Wang noted that APEC, which was 
founded in 1989, is on track in its goals 
on tariff reduction and regional free 
trade, so the focus has shifted to non-
tariff barriers in areas such as Customs 
and logistics – “more on ease of doing 
business.” 

Corruption, another problem in several 
APEC economies, will be tackled in co-
ordination with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission and anti-money 

laundering authorities. 

Last year at the APEC gathering in the 
Indonesian island resort of Bali, a re-
gional Anti-Corruption Network was 
formally set up. The first meeting of the 
network will be held in Beijing at the 
APEC gathering this November. 

The idea, Wang said, is to start regional 
sharing of information on cross-border 
bribery, wherein corrupt officials or 
private individuals take assets out of 
one economy and move them into an-
other. 

APEC is looking at the Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment (OECD), United Nations agencies 
and economies such as Hong Kong, 
which have effective anti-corruption 
programs, for best practices that can be 
incorporated into the Asia-Pacific fight 
against cross-border bribery, Wang 
said. 

Other items high on the US agenda at 
the APEC summit are environmental 
issues including inefficient fuel subsi-
dies and cleaning up oceans, giving 
women a greater economic role and 
expanding study and internship pro-
grams overseas within Asia-Pacific.∎ 

(Continued from page 5) 

APEC to tackle port congestion... 

MANILA, Philippines — Vice Presi-
dent Jejomar Binay was not invited 
in the reform agenda speech of 
President Benigno Aquino III on 
Friday, according to an official of 
the Binay-led United Nationalist 
Alliance (UNA).  

UNA Secretary General and Navotas 
Representative Toby Tiangco said 
the Office of the Vice President did 
not receive an invitation to attend 
the speech Aquino dubbed “agenda 
setting dialogue,” which was graced 
by his Cabinet members and Con-
gress allies.  

Curiously, Aquino in his speech 
took a swipe against those who are 
not with them, including those who 
are pushing for candidates against 
his still unnamed bet for 2016.  

“Ang mga kontra sa atin, mag-
tutulak ng sarili nilang kandidato. 
Sa kanila nga po, na hindi natin 
kasama ngayon dahil kontra ang 
prinsipyo nila sa atin, ‘di ba’t natu-
ral lang din na kokontra sila sa lahat 
ng nagawa natin?” Aquino said.  

(Those who oppose us will push for 
their own candidate. And to those 
who are not with us today because 
their principles are inherently op-
posed to ours, is it not also natural 
for them to oppose everything that 

 

IREMIT at the  

Taste of Manila 

street festival 

                             Photo: St.Jamestown News Service                                                                                                         Photo by Ariel Ramos 
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Valedictorian Anya Esguerra is proudly congratulated by parents 
Aida and Gerry, brother Aiden and School Trustee Marlene Mogado 
(2nd from right) at her graduation 

Frank Sunga (right), owner/proprietor of Marcelilna’s resto and bar 
along Wilson Ave. entertains bar patrons as he takes a breather from 
kitchen and managerial duties.   Photo by WAVES 

Aliwan 

Estring Aguinaldo, Executive Adviser of Fiesta Filipina Dance Troupe,  
presents a special award to Mama Ching for her continuous work 
and support for FFDT and the Filipino community.  Photo by WAVES 

It also targets suspects of 
terrorist activities, orga-
nized crime, or loyalty of-
fenses, like serving in a 
country fighting Canada, by 
stripping them of their citi-
zenship. 

The new law also makes it 
harder to be a Canadian by 
extending the residency re-
quirement from three years 
to four years with a mini-
mum 183 days' stay in Can-
ada per year in four out of 
six years. 

An application can be de-
nied if there is doubt in 
your "intent to reside" in 
Canada. Refused applica-
tions can no longer be ap-
pealed. 

"For purposes of halimba-
wa, sa negosyo mo, for fami-
ly emergency, you had to go 
home, and napag-initan ka, 
pwedeng i-revoke ang citi-
zenship mo - dadalihin ka sa 
intent to reside. so iyon ang 

nakakatakot na provision. 
The other provision that I 
really find troubling is yung 
pwede tayong mag-dual citi-
zen. Pag-dual citizen ka at 
meron silang nakita na 
halimbawa nong mag-p.r. 
(permanent resident) ka, 
meron kang hindi nasabi, 
merong fraud o basta may 
hindi ka nasabi, pwedeng 
balikan ang iyong citizen-
ship and revoke it," said im-
migration consultant Arlene 
Tungohan. 

The BCCLA warns another 
amendment may be intro-
duced that will take away 
the right of Canadian citi-
zenship by birth. 

Government argues non-
residents are taking ad-
vantage of this so their Ca-
nadian children can sponsor 
them in the future. 

But statistics show these 
births are not even one per-
cent of total Canadian births 
per year. 

"There was a memo that 
was written by Canadian 
government officials which 

looks like it was assessing a 
proposal that they eliminate 
citizenship by birth on Ca-
nadian soil. We've heard 
reports that this is going to 
be the next piece of legisla-
tion that is going to be ta-
bled and so we are incredi-
bly concerned that this is 
going to be something that 
will be before parliament 
soon," Cheung said. 

Migrante-BC vows to work 
with other groups to push 
for the repeal of this law. 

"We have to continue giving 
voice of our community. It's 
really negatively impacting 
our human rights and our 
constitutional law and citi-
zenship," said Migrante BC's 
Beth Dollaga. 

To date, more than 45,000 
Canadians have signed an 
online petition to stop bill C
-24. 

The Canadian Association of 
Refugee Lawyers and the 
BCCLA will file a lawsuit to 
challenge the sweeping 
changes in Canada's citizen-
ship law. ∎ 

(Continued from page 3) 

BILL TO MAKE CDN CITIZEN... 

FilCan teen is valedictorian at  
Markham Elementary School 

Fiesta Filipina dance troupe has once again impressed the audience 
with  a brilliant showcase of dance suites.  Backed by live musicians 
with drums, gongs and rondalla string instruments, the dancers in 
their very colourful costumes entertained the audience at the Living 
Arts theatre in Mississauga.   Photo by Romy Marquez 

Rosa Guiam’s 
88th Birthday! 
Family and friends of Lola Rosa gathered at the Man-
darin restaurant to join in the celebration of her 88th 
birthday.  Among her guests are members of the sen-
iors association of St. Patrick Church.   

Reunion.   Former National Media Production Center (NMPC)/MBS Channel 4 employees held a mini-
reunion in Chicago city last August at the residence of TV director Bong Serra and newshen Ruby Serra. 
Photo shows (L-R) : Myrna Soriano, Tenny Soriano, Ruby Serra, Bong Serra, Romy Sager and Ellen Roque 

Award 
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Taste of Manila 

Mabuhay Festival  

Consul General Juniver Mahilum-West, PH Ambassador 
Leslie Gatan and Rolly Mangante leading the parade.  

The TFC booth, among the over 100 booths at the festival.          Philippine Cultural Community Centre board of directors with Congen Mahilum-West and Ambassador Gatan. 

The first-ever boodle fight in a Filipino festival brought 
smiles, camaraderie & togetherness  

Photos by Ariel Ramos & Waves News 

ABS-CBN star Gerald Anderson entertains audience 

Phil.Reporter editor Hermie Garcia with Waves publish-
er Mon Torralba and Willie Reodica take in the spirit of 
festival gaiety 

Festival volunteers enjoy themselves  at their booth. 

Pork and chicken barbeque are the all-time favourite at 
the festival.  Photo taken at Marcelina’s food booth. 

The Mabuhay Festival, with this year’s theme “Pagdiriwang” (Celebration), was held at the David Pecaut Square in downtown Toronto.  It featured the Filipiniana gowns, dresses 

barong and costumes  created and brought in by Fashion ambassador, Rene Salud.  PIDC president Norma Carpio and WFG executive Agnes Miranda spearheaded the event and 

show with the support of this year’s hermanas and hermanos— couples Pidoy & Ting Pacis with their family.  Photo by Ino Sanchez 
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 On October 27, 2014 

VOTE     

MANUEL “Manny” CHING  
 

for SCHOOL TRUSTEE, WARD 9 
Toronto Catholic District School Board 

 

VOTE  FOR  

EMMANUEL “Manny” YANGA 

For SCHOOL TRUSTEE - WARD 7 

TORONTO CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD It was super busy at FV FOODS  during the Taste of Ma-
nila street fest but store supervisor, Odette, manages to 
put a smile for  Waves News.   

At the TASTE OF MANILA street fest.  Whitchurch-
Stouffville mayoral canadidate—Will Reodica (2nd from 
left)  with supporters Dr. Belle Tumbokon and Sid Ikeda, 
former president of the Japanese Canadian Cultural Cen-
tre in Toronto.  Photo by Waves. 

Talakayan Radio AM1430 at the Taste of Manila (L-R) 
May Cabrias, Nelson Galvez, Jess Cabrias & Alou Portu-
gal.  Standing is Bobby Achacon.   

MarkhamTrustee Marlene Mogado Launches 
Bid for Third Term  
Two-term incumbent Trustee 
Marlene Mogado is going for a 
3rd term in the upcoming On-
tario local elections on October 
27, 2014. 

  She launched her new bid for 
School Trustee for Markham 
City Area 2 (Wards 4, 5, 7 and 
8) in the York Catholic District 
School Board at a gathering of 
her trusted core volunteers on 
August 17, 2014. 

"We have accomplished a great 
deal together for Catholic Edu-
cation for the past 8 years... 
With proven leadership and 
experience, I am best suited for 
the job," she said in a message 
to area Catholic voters.  

Trustee Marlene Mogado is par-
ticularly proud of her work on 
behalf of newcomers in easing 
their transition to the existing 
educational system, in building 
safe and welcoming school en-
vironments that respect diver-
sity, and in taking pride of their 
culture and heritage, especially 
for Filipinos. 

She is behind the building, nam-
ing and continued growth of 
San Lorenzo Ruiz Catholic Ele-
mentary School, honoring the 
first Filipino saint. In response 
to world calamities in 2009, she 
initiated a fund drive for disas-
ter relief through YCDSB com-
munities that raised over 
$21,000 for the Philippines and 
over $7,000 for Indonesia. In 
2013 the YCDSB-wide fund 
campaign raised over $122,400 
for typhoon Haiyan victims, the 

largest amount in a week-long 
effort by a single entity. With 
the dollar-for-dollar matching 
program of the Canada govern-
ment the amounts were dou-
bled to over $56,000 and over 
$244,800  respectively. 

Among major accomplish-
ments, Trustee Marlene Moga-
do cited her contributions to 
bringing academic success to 
YCDSB students who have con-
sistently scored above Ontario 
averages on EQAO standardized 
tests, and introducing the high-
ly sought-after International 
Baccalaureate Program to Fa-
ther Michael McGivney Acade-
my in 2009. 

 She worked for a new elemen-
tary school in Cornell communi-
ty that opens this November; 
and brought in new programs- 
such as Area 2's second Catholic 
French Immersion Elementary 
Program at St. Francis Xavier 
CES that opens in September 
(the 1st opened at St. Edward 
CES in 2009), and a new four-
year Elementary Mu-
sic Curriculum that starts al-
so in September. 
As a Trustee she has stood by 
the principles of open commu-
nication, transparency, and ac-
countability, regularly consult-
ing with school communities 
and partners on policy develop-
ment and implementation. 
"Things get done. I respond 
within 24 hours," she said. 

 Her community leader-
ship includes being past Chair 

of Markham Race Relations 
Committee, "Many Faces of 
Markham" Campaign, Markham 
Milliken Children Festival, and 
past President of the York Re-
gion Women's Sexual Assault 
Helpline & Outreach Services; 
as founding Director of the Old 
Kennedy Affordable Housing 
Project, Canadian Federation of 
Intercultural Friendship, and 
Markham Federation of Filipino 
Canadians, which she also 
chaired; as Director of the York 
Simcoe Training and Adjust-
ment Board; and as member of 
the York Region District Health 
Council Planning Committee. 
   
She has received numerous 
prestigious awards including 
the 2004 YMCA Canada Peace 
Medal, the first batch Queen's 
Golden Jubilee Medal, the 2004 
York Region "In Celebration of 
Women" Achievement Award, 
and the 2007 Most Outstanding 
University of the Philippines 
Graduate Award. 
   
Her priorities for the next term 
includes- maximizing student 
achievement and well-being, 
promoting effective use of tech-
nology for student learn-
ing, continuing with safe and 
welcoming school environment, 
protecting and nurturing our 
publicly-funded Catholic educa-
tion system, ensuring effective 
and responsible use of Board 
finances, and introducing the 
first High School French Immer-
sion Program in Area 2.∎ 

 

At the PIDC MABUHAY FESTIVAL were candidates  
Randy Bucao  (running for Toronto Ward 10 councillor) 
while Pualina Corpuz (2nd from R) with hubby Ben is 
vying for School Trustee, Ward 12.   

Vote  
School Trustee 

WARD 12  
TCDSB 

Marlene Mogado 
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Aloha Union 

Toronto residents Rico de las Alas and Anagaile Soriano celebrate their civil union in 
traditional Hawaiian style at Kapalua, Maui, Hawaii last August .  Rico de Las Alas is the 
son of Jimmi and Len De Las Alas of Taal, Batangas and Napa Valley, California while 
Anagaile is the only daughter of Tenny and Myrna Soriano of Scarborough. 

The Soriano family enjoying  luau in Hawaii. 
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Fil-Can Alberto Rodil, a leader to 
watch in Canadian Politics  
Alberto Rodil 
who was born 
in Indang, Cavi-
te, Philippines 
is an ordinary 
immigrant who 
did an extraor-
dinary work & 
accomplish-
ments in Cana-
da, is now an emerging potential 
political figure in Canada. He is mak-
ing a history in Canada & continu-
ously putting the good image of the 
Filipinos.  He touched thousands of 
lives while working in Thorncliffe 
Neighbourhood Office in Toronto.  
The community have spoken & they 
said that Alberto   has a big heart, 
very welcoming, and caring.  This 
was the reason why he is a recipient 

of several awards (local & national) 
& became a role model to his col-
leagues, clients, & all immigrants 
around the world. 

Last August 23, he celebrated his 
family’s Thanksgiving. There is 
much reason to celebrate because 
her 2 daughters had finished their 
studies in college & university in 
June with honours & in the same 
month, Alberto was declared a Filipi-
no national winner of the 2014 RBC 
Top 25 Canadian Immigrants. This is 
the most prestigious national award 
for an immigrant in Canada where 
selected few Filipinos has ever 
reached the final 25. 

A recipient of multiple awards, Al-
berto is a strong potential politician 
who will give his heart to serve oth-
ers as proven by his work & excel-
lent track records. He is well- loved 
& respected by the community he 
serves. He understands the needs of 
the people & the broader communi-
ty. Being well – equipped with ex-
perience & education, he is a 
strong Filipino contender for pub-
lic office & a man to beat in Cana-
dian politics. He has a very strong 

support from the grassroots 
(Filipinos & non- Filipinos) because 
of his community involvement for 
many years. 

I am open to run for a seat in Toron-
to Council or to Member of Provin-
cial Parliament after 4 years, 
“Alberto said.”  With continues arri-
val of immigrants in Canada, we 
need somebody who understands 
immigration & somebody who will 
serve with honesty & integrity. Al-
berto will be one of the finest & the 
most qualified Filipino leader to 
represent thousands of immigrants 
especially in the General Toronto 
Area (GTA). A simple man with a 
humble beginning, we can see a 
brighter future for him, and, will 
surely make the Filipinos very 
proud. 

With the overwhelming support of 
the Filipinos across Canada, Alberto 
whose entire working life was dedi-
cated to serving the community 
since he was in the Philippines, will 
continue to positively change the 
face of Canada & will be a great Ca-
nadian asset in building a much 
stronger Canadian pluralistic society.  

Alberto’s major national awards dedi-
cated to the Filipino people 

TCDSB Ward 8 Trustee Garry Tanuan 
Runs for Reelection 

True to his strong Christian faith and 
Catholic roots as well as purposefully 
committed to continuing his faith 
filled actions and Christ-centered 
initiatives for Toronto students, par-
ents, staff and his constituents, in-
cumbent Ward 8 Trustee Garry Ta-
nuan of Toronto Catholic District 
School Board (TCDSB) recently filed 
his candidacy for reelection in the 
upcoming Toronto municipal elec-
tion on October 27, 2014. 

Asked by his constituents, friends 
and supporters why he is running for 
a second term, Garry meaningfully 
reasoned out that more than ever he 
is fully- focused and expected much 
to continue to serve and stand for 
"Authentic Catholic Values, Greater 
Student Achievement and Success 
and True Stewardship". 

Serving as a Trustee from 2012-
2014, his many achievements and 
accomplishments are: 1) promoted 
faithfully the teachings of the Catho-
lic Church in Catholic schools and 
kept a campaign promise of fighting 
for preserving the true meaning of 
authentic Catholicism, 2) helped en-
sured, as a Budget Committee mem-
ber, that the school board resources 
and funding were balanced and con-
sistent with the Multi-Year Strategic 
Plan (MYSP) and its goals, 3) worked 
successfully with board staff and 
school administrators in the resolu-
tion of parent and student concerns, 
enrollment over-subscription, and 

other issues such as transportation, 
exclusions, bullying,4) advocated 
readily for the opening and offering 
of a French Immersion program in 
the newly-established area Catholic 
school, and 5) enhanced student 
health, well-being & physical fitness 
through improvement and provision 
of school playground facilities in 
twelve Ward 8 schools. 

Garry attends church and has lived in 
Ward 8 for fourteen years with his 
wife of 22 years, Marla, and four teen
-aged children. 

In his earnest desire to serve anew, 
Garry pledge that he "will continue to 
defend Catholic Education" under the 
best of spiritual engagements and 
value-rich faith. He has observed first 
hand that "the existence and identity 
of Catholic education continues to be 
threatened today". To stop this un-
healthy slide, he "will defend and 
promote our legal, denominational 
and constitutional rights to an au-
thentic and fully funded Catholic 
School system". (T. San Juan) 
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St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
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WEEKLY WEDNESDAY MASS & DEVOTIONS: 
7:30 am * 9:30am * 12 noon, * 2:30pm * 5:05pm * 7:00pm 

Why it is important to be a 
Catholic School Supporter 
 
 

by Trustee Marlene Mogado,  
third term re-electionist candidate for Markham Area 2  

As a two-term incumbent 
campaigning for a third term 
in the upcoming local elec-
tions on October 27, 2014, it 
is my wish that every kaba-
bayan Catholic voter should 
be in the Voters' List as a sep-
arate school supporter. 

Only then can we get in a win
-win situation where you can 
vote for your Catholic school 
Trustee, and also direct your 
support for the separate 
school system. 

Not only do I want to win a 
new third mandate but I also 
want all the other jurisdic-
tions won where we have 
kababayan Trustee candi-
dates. It would be a historic 
empowerment time political-
ly for Filipinos in the greater 
Toronto area. 

And it would give a tremen-
dous boost for Catholic edu-
cation by expanding its sup-
port base. 

What you need to do is en-
sure you are in the Voters' 
List with the designation as 
English-separate school sup-
porter/elector. For Markham 
voters you can verify that you 
are on the list and check your 
other information until Octo-
ber 27 
by visiting MarkhamVotes.ca 
or by calling 905-477 7000, 
extension VOTE (8683). 

 If your information needs 
correcting you can have this 
done by presenting proper 
identification at: 1) a Revi-
sion Day in your neighbor-
hood, or 2) the Clerk's De-
partment at the Markham 

Civic Center, or 3) a Markham 
Library branch, or 4) any Ear-
ly Voting or Designated Vot-
ing location where you can 
also vote on the same day. 

To check your current sup-
port designation you can  go 
to   www.VoterLookUp.ca. 

According to the election 
rules, to be eligible to vote for 
a Catholic Trustee, you must 
be: 1) a Roman Catholic who 
qualifies and is registered as 
an elector for the English-
language separate district 
school board, or 2) a support-
er (or be the spouse of a sup-
porter) of the English-
language separate district 
school board, and 3) listed in 
the Voters List with designa-
tion as English-separate 
school supporter/elector. 
A common mistake among 
Catholic voters often occur 
when they move or change 
their residence and fail to 
declare their continuing sup-
port for the separate school 
system. Their support auto-
matically defaults to the Eng-
lish public school. By the time 
they find out at the polling 
station it is often too late, 
meanwhile they have lost 
their chance to vote for their 
Catholic Trustee- and wasted 
their vote for a kababayan. 

The support designation is 
contained in your property 
tax bill. If you move before 
the elections or need to 
change your support designa-
tion back to separate school 
you can contact the Municipal 
Assessment Office at 1-866-
296-6722, or visit 

www.mpca.ca.. 

As property owners and ten-
ants in Ontario, by declaring 
yourself as a Catholic school 
supporter on your property 
tax assessment you help sup-
port, protect and preserve 
our Catholic education sys-
tem for future generations . It 
is through this declaration, 
according to 
the Education act, that finally 
determines: 1) the number of 
trustees assigned to the dis-
trict by government regula-
tions; 2) the public record of 
the breadth of support for 
Catholic schools; 3) a board 
population projections, which 
affect funding for new stu-
dent spaces; and 4) of course, 
your eligibility to vote for a 
Catholic school trustee in mu-
nicipal elections. 

With Filipinos being mainly 
Catholics, it is obvious kaba-
bayans, as compared to other 
immigrant groups in Cana-
da, are the most to benefit 
from this publicly funded sys-
tem. That also makes us im-
portant stakeholders with the 
moral obligation to support 
Catholic Education and con-
tinue to make it strong and 
dynamic. When we are able 
to elect all our kababayan 
Trustee candidates in this 
elections, it would be a step 
up the ladder of political em-
powerment, an advocacy we 
started in the 90s- for kaba-
bayans to break the glass ceil-
ing into mainstream politics 
and make us significant part-
ners in building the Canada 
that we want. 

Annual Toronto Police Mass at St. Michael’s Cathedral.  His Eminence Thomas Cardinal Collins posed with 
members of the Toronto Police services after celebrating mass.  Filipino Canadian Sgt. Philip Mendoza 
was chosen to do the readings during the mass. 

Vatican City, (CAN/EWTN 
News) - During his homily at 
daily Mass on Thursday Pope 
Francis focused on authentic 
Christian love, stressing that 
it’s not selfish, but freely and 
mercifully gives itself to others. 

The Pope drew from the day's 
Gospel reading from Luke 
chapter six, where Jesus tells 
his disciples to love their ene-
mies and “do good” to those 
who hate them. 

“Be merciful as your Father is 
merciful. Only with a merciful 
heart can we do all that, which 
the Lord counsels us to do – all 
the way,” Pope Francis said at 
Saint Martha's residence on 
Sept. 11. 

“The Christian life is not a na-
vel-gazing one. It is a life in 
which one gets out of oneself in 
order to give oneself to others. 
It is a gift, it is love – and love 
does not turn in on itself, it is 
not selfish, but self-giving.” 

On Jesus' call for Christians to 
be merciful, the Pope revisited 
a common theme of urging the 
faithful to be vigilant against 
gossiping and to refrain from 
making judgments of people. 

“It seems that we have been 
named judges of others: engag-
ing in gossip, talking behind 
people’s backs, we judge every-
one.” 

But God urges us not to con-
demn, “and you will not be con-
demned” yourself, Pope Fran-
cis said, noting that forgiveness 
is what we should strive for 
instead. 

“We say it every day in the Our 
Father,” he continued, “forgive 
us as we forgive others – and if 
I do not forgive, how can I ask 
the Father to forgive me?” 

Pope Francis then went on to 
describe how the way in which 

the Lord teaches us is the way 
of generosity, magnanimity 
and of giving of oneself without 
counting the cost. 

“It was for this that Jesus came 
into the world,” he noted. He 
came not to deal out judgment 
or participate in idle gossip, 
not to pass judgments on any-
one, but to give and forgive. 

Pointing to how “Being Chris-
tian isn’t easy,” the Pope ex-
plained that we are only capa-
ble of become Christians 
through the grace of God, ra-
ther than our own strength. 

“Here then arises the problem 
that we all must face daily: 
‘Lord, give me the grace to be-
come a good Christian, because 
I cannot do it on my own.’” 

This, the pontiff observed, “is 
something quite frightening at 
first glance – quite frightening, 
indeed.” 

Pope Francis concluded his 
reflections by encouraging at-
tendees to “take the Gospel” 
and “read the 6th chapter of St. 
Luke – and reread it and reread 
it and reread it.” 

“And let us do so,” he said, “and 
let us ask the Lord for the grace 
to understand what it is to be a 
Christian, to understand the 
grace He gives to us Christians, 
as well, because we cannot do 
it on our own.” 

Christian life is not 
navel-gazing – it's 
self-giving, Pope says 

 

Remembering… 

Melecia Arceo Torralba 

December 4, 1923—September 21, 2013 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord 
and let perpetual light shine upon her 

May she rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

Thank you for all the valuable 
life lessons and the wonderful  

memories 
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RSH TRAVEL 

Gladys S. Calderon 
Licensed Travel Consultant 

RSH Travel TICO # 50018542  

Reliable and affordable travel service 
Speaks Tagalog & English 

(Bus) 416 307 2699 / (Cell) 647 267 2052  
Email:  gladys.calderon@rshtravel.com 

7100 Woodbine Avenue, Suite 408, Markham ON  
Tel:  905 474 1119 

directors : Lourdes Balce, Eliz-
abeth Cruz, Sonia Dela Cruz, 
Diego Linan,  Eva San Andres, 
Andrea A. San Juan, Marie A. 
San Juan, Virginia G. San Juan, 
Minda Sayoc-Mendoza, Rey 
Senes, Homer Senson, Faye 

Silvio and Rommel Yanto. 
 
Invited as guest speaker and 
inducting officer is the Philip-
pine Consul General - Toron-
to, Ms. Junever Mahilum-
West. GTA FilCan leaders at-
tending include PIDC's Norma 
Carpio & her officers, FCT's 
Rosalinda Javier & her direc-
tors , BicolCCA's Rafael Ne-

bres and other notable com-
munity personalities. To be 
hosted by Ramon Carretas 
and Karen Pascual-Binaday, 
other local radio, stage and 
musical talents to be gracing 
the event are Martha Joy, 
Chyrell Samson, Scott Dion 
Brown and Nicole Samantha 
Huff.∎ 

(Continued from page 7) 

Camarines Norte-Ontario…. 

BDO named best bank 
in the Philippines 
MANILA, Philippines - BDO 
Unibank, Inc. (BDO) has 
earned its second consecu-
tive Best Bank in the Philip-
pines award from the Lon-
don-based financial publica-
tion Euromoney at the re-
cently concluded Awards 
for Excellence 2014. 

The win was a result of the 
Bank’s impressive overall 
performance in 2013, most 
notable of which was 
achieving a record net in-
come of P22.6 billion. 

“It achieved a good balance 
of businesses, with robust 
lending operations com-
bined with steady fee-based 
revenue generators and ex-
ceptional trading gains,” 
said Euromoney in its July 
2014 issue. 

The Awards for Excellence 
cover more than 20 global 
product categories, best-in-
class awards in all regions 
and the best banks in close 
to 100 countries around the 
world.   

The publication also recog-

nized BDO’s strength in cor-
porate lending and in pro-
ject finance “to support the 
government’s infrastructure 
thrust.” 

It added, “It also continues 
to strengthen its interna-
tional lending desks to ser-
vice the banking needs of 
foreign commercial inter-
ests in the country. 

Implementing these strate-
gies resulted in the bank 
frequently outpacing the 
industry in terms of loan 
growth.” 

BDO is a full-service univer-
sal bank which provides a 
wide range of corporate, 
commercial and retail bank-
ing services. 

These services include tra-
ditional loan and deposit 
products, as well as treas-
ury, trust banking, invest-
ment banking, private bank-
ing, cash management, leas-
ing and finance, remittance, 
insurance, retail cash cards 
and credit card services.  
Philstar.com∎ 

LBC walks with Ancop for 
a worthwhile cause 

Country Head Raffy Policarpio (far right) joins members and families 
of Talamak golfers before the start of ANCOP’s charity walk. 

LBC, the Philippines’ premi-
ere cargo-forwarding and 
money-remittance provider, 
has once again teamed up 
with ANCOP International 
Canada in enhancing the 
lives of needy Filipinos.  By 
becoming its main sponsor 
for three consecutive years 
now, LBC teamed-up with 
ANCOP International, a regis-
tered Canadian Catholic 
charity organization dedicat-
ed to uplifting the lives of 
countless people in develop-
ing countries, in successfully 
raising much-needed funds 
for ANCOP’s 5-km charity 
walk in downtown Toronto 
last Sunday, August 24.  This 
charity event was also widely
-supported by many other 
business, socio-civic, youth 
and religious groups. 

For its part, aside from the 
usual sponsorship donation, 

LBC handed out souvenir 
items, giveaways and raffle 
prizes to the huge throng of 
‘walkers’ during the hour-
and-a-half ‘charity walk’. 
LBC’s own philosophy of 
‘giving smiles’ to its custom-
ers - by way of excellent ser-
vice and affordable rates - 
resonates very well with AN-
COP’s vision of answering 
the cry of the poor.  LBC’s 
sponsorship of this annual 
charity event is anchored 
mostly through the personal 
involvement of Country Head 
Rafael Policarpio and LBC’s 
employees, friends, support-
ers, and among others, mem-
bers and families of Talamak 
Golf club, LBC’s social arm 
and counterpart when it 
comes to sports and civic-
oriented undertakings, such 
as ANCOP’s ‘walk for a cause’ 
event 

Shopping malls to rise in typhoon-
ravaged towns  
by Nestor L. Abrematea  

Javier, Leyte – A commercial 
shopping mall will soon be 
built in two towns that have 
been affected by super-
typhoon Yolanda in Novem-
ber last year. 

Javier, Leyte Mayor Leonar-
do M. Javier said a mall will 
rise in his town before the 
year ends. Javier, who is Na-
tional President of the 
League of Municipalities of 
the Philippines (LMP) said a 
Budget mall will be built on 
land in Brgy. Picas, along the 
national highway and on the 
main entrance to Javier 
town. 

He said that with the open-
ing of the mall it can very 
well provide employment 
opportunities to jobless res-
idents in his town and those 
in nearby municipalities as 
well. “The mall will also be 

able to provide cheaper cost 
of goods for the locals here,” 
said Javier. 

Tanauan, Leyte Mayor Pela-
gio Tecson Jr. also said a 
mall will likewise rise in his 
town before the current 
year ends. 

Tecson said the City Mall 
Chain will be putting up a 
mall near the Tanauan mar-
ket area to provide for the 
needs of consumers of the 
town as well as people like-
wise in neighboring towns. 

The Tanauan mayor said the 
mall to be built in the town 
is owned by the INJAP 
Group of Companies. The 
latter was also responsible 
for helping the Tanauan lo-
cal government to recon-
struct the town plaza which 
was wrecked by Yolanda, 

along with other assistance 
after the monstrous ty-
phoon last year. 

Currently, Leyte has five 
malls, that is, Robinsons 
Mall in Tacloban City; the 
Prince Mall in Abuyog, Leyte 
and Baybay City, Leyte; and 
Gaisano Malls in Tacloban 
and Ormoc City. 

Another Robinson Mall will 
soon rise at the New Bus 
Terminal on property 
bought from the city of 
Tacloban. However, the le-
gality of the transactions 
involving the sale of the 
property by the city govern-
ment is being questioned, 
with charges filed in the Of-
fice of the Ombudsman 
against Tacloban City Mayor 
Alfred S. Romualdez and 
other city officials. ∎ 

Why Philippines is 'exempted' from 
problem of aging population 
ABS-CBNnews.com 

MANILA, Philippines - The 
Philippine economy can ex-
pect to get a boost from a 
"young population" at least 
for the next two decades, a 
study by Moody’s Investors 
Service showed. 

According to the study, the 
Philippines is among 23 
countries out of a total of 
112 nations surveyed that 
are exempted from the 
problem of aging population 
plaguing much of the world, 
at least until 2030. 

An aging population means 
at least 7 percent of the 
population is aged 65 years 
old or higher. This means 
fewer members of the work 
force. 

The report showed the el-
derly in the Philippines is 
estimated to be around 4.1 
percent of the total popula-
tion by 2015. The percent-
age of elderly people is ex-
pected to grow to 4.9 per-

cent by 2020; 5.6 percent by 
2025 and 6.3 percent by 
2030. 

"Countries with slow, grad-
ual aging processes are like-
ly to be better able to gradu-
ally adjust policy than coun-
tries with rapidly aging pop-
ulations that require dra-
matic policy changes over a 
short period," Moody's said. 

Moody's expects 68 of its 
112 rated countries to start 
"aging" next year. 

Three countries, Germany, 
Japan and Italy, are already 
under the "super-aged" cat-
egory, which means more 
than 20 percent of their 
populations are composed 
of elderly. Two more coun-
tries, Finland and Greece, 
will become "super-aged" 
by 2015. 

"The unprecedented pace of 
aging will have a significant 
negative effect on economic 

growth over the next two 
decades across all regions," 
it said. 

By 2020, 13 countries will 
be in the "super-aged" cate-
gory, which will include 
Bulgaria, Croatia, France, 
Malta, the Netherlands, Por-
tugal, Slovenia, and Sweden. 

However, Moody's noted 
some emerging markets are 
already classified as "aging", 
such as Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile, China, Russia, Thai-
land, and Turkey. 

"The rate of aging in these 
countries is considerably 
more rapid than in some of 
the developed economies... 
Looking ahead, by 2050, 
there are expected to be 
two working adults for eve-
ry adult over 65 in devel-
oped countries and four 
working adults for every 
adult over 65 in the devel-
oping world," it said.∎ 

mailto:gladys.calderon@rshtravel.com
http://www.mb.com.ph/author/nestor-l-abrematea/
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NYPAA to Host Basketball 
League and Free Basketball 
Clinic for Toronto Youth 
Fully -and- truly meeting its 
commitment to youth devel-
opment through meaningful 
sports programs, the 15-
year old North York Pinoy 
Athletic Association, is con-
ducting a free Youth Basket-
ball Clinic special program 
every Friday beginning Sep-
tember 26, 2014. Alongside 
the program is the holding 
of a Basketball House 
League during the Fall/
Winter Season of 2014.  
 
Both programs are to be 
held at Antibes Community 
Centre, located at 140 An-
tibes Drive, North York, To-
ronto (Bathurst/Finch ar-
ea). Clinic is first come-first 
served and In-Person Regis-
tration starts on September 
19, 2014 from 7 PM to 9 PM 
at the Lower Level of the 
Centre. Scheduled gym 
times are: 6:00 PM - 8:00 
PM for 11 years old & under 
and 8:00 PM - 10:00 PM for 
14 years old and under.  
 
The Basketball Clinic, which 
is offered free, will engage 
and introduce youth partici-
pants to basketball playing 
fundamentals such as basic 
dribbling, shooting skills, 

passing, ball handling and 
teamwork. For the House 
League Youth Competition 
however, there is a Registra-
tion Fee of $55 that will cov-
er costs for a top jersey and 
medal for each participating 
player.  
 
The NYPAA Youth program 
is headed by its Sports Com-
missioner Victor Montero, 
and solidly assisted by Re-
nato & Sharonne Colum-
bano, Jessie Diwa, Mylene 
Escalona, Jimi & Tina Fer-
nandez, Christian Lalicon, 
Joanne Ligsay, Homer Obille, 
Tim Sinclair, Mark Victoria, 
and Jesse Pacetes, NYPAA 
President. Providing guid-
ance and technical support 
are NYPAA founders: Ed 
Sotto, Vilma Tahsin, Roger 
Tarca and Bob San Juan. 
(TSJ) PR∎ 

Golden Boy 
By Toff De Venecia  | Philstar.com 

Up close, you can tell that 
Gab Moreno is only 16 — 
it’s the mild and timid man-
ner in which he speaks, the 
baby ‘stache, and the Archie
-esque coiffure. Not to men-
tion, the chaperone in the 
form of proud father 
Frederico. 

What sets him apart from 

most of his peers at La Salle 
Greenhills, however, is the 
fact that, besides being the 
flag-bearer at the recent 
youth Olympic games in 
Nanjing, China, he is also the 
first ever Filipino to bag the 
country an Olympic gold 
medal — in the sport of ar-
chery, no less. He is literally 
a green archer. 

From the onset, perhaps 
there was nothing in the 
stars that screamed ordi-
nary, or anything close to it. 
Besides the athletic will and 
stamina (he says that ar-
chery is 95 percent brains 
and five percent physical 
fitness), he is also a proud 
grandson to Kuya Germs, 
Master Showman of local 
showbiz. But between being 
honored by the Senate, the 
countless interviews (he 
had one for GMA immedi-
ately after our slot), and bal-
ancing archery, school 
work, and being a normal 
teenager, it seems that Gab 
is becoming a living, breath-
ing example of his lolo’s 
very own catchphrase, 
“Walang tulugan!” 

As lineage is now a thing of 
the past in an age when it is 
about what you can do and 
not who you are, Gab has 
certainly proven himself, 
holding his own ground 
both in the local and inter-
national arena, and doing 
his country proud.∎ 

 

Gab Moreno:  La Salle Greenhills’ green archer bags Olympic gold. 



SEPTEMBER 2014  22 

 

ENTERTAINMENT  TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

 

“It’s Showtime” comes to Canada this September  

Cast to perform in Toronto on September 20 and Edmonton on September 21  

TORONTO, CA, September 10, 2014 
– It may have been back to school 
for students and the September or 
autumnal equinox of North America 
is just around the corner, but don’t 
count out summer completely just 
yet.  The heat from ABS-CBN TFC’s 
summer event series continues to 
sizzle with back-to-back live presen-
tations of “It’s Showtime” on Sep-
tember 20 at the Ricoh Coliseum in 
Toronto and September 21 at the 
Shaw Conference Centre in Edmon-
ton.  

The most watched noontime show 
in the Philippines and globally on 
TFC, which brought to worldwide 
consciousness the hilarious, wacki-
est, undeniably entertaining and dis-
tinctly Filipino-flavored contests like 
Kalokalike, Mini Me, I Am 
Pogay,That’s My Tomboy, and PI-
NASikat, is bringing the party team 
to fans in Canada for a guaranteed 
laugh-a-minute and variety extrava-
ganza.  

Coming to Canada to entertain the 
“madlang people” are the immensely 

popular Anne Curtis, Vice Ganda, 
Karylle, Vhong Navarro, Billy Craw-
ford, Kuya Kim Atienza, Teddy 
Corpuz, Jugs Jugueta, Jhong Hilario, 
Ryan Bang, Coleen Garcia and Eric 
Tai.  

The tightly knit cast of “It’s Show-
time” before and behind cameras 
has become beloved to millions of 
followers.  What began as a search 
for the country’s most entertaining 
acts a few years ago turned out to be 
a hit variety program that launched 
a thousand trends for Filipinos here 
and abroad.    

The show has, in its own way, estab-
lished itself as its own brand of en-
tertainment thriving on spontaneity 
and animated conversations. It is 
more fun in “It’s Showtime” as it 
keeps churning out popular catch-
phrases and gimmicks, draws people 

and barangays or townsfolk togeth-
er to showcase their talents, and 
finds thrill and joy in the most mun-
dane situations.  

The September 20 show is brought 
to Toronto in partnership with Great 
Smile Denture Clinic while the Sep-
tember 21 show is brought to Ed-
monton in partnership with 3J Event 
Services.  TFC and Philippine Air-
lines are presenting sponsors of 
both shows in association with Meg-
aworld and Belo Medical Group.  

As the show’s theme song goes, 
“This is your show, this is your time, 
Magpasikat na, It’s Showtime.”  For 
ticket information, please call @ To-
ronto: 416-4319444 
@ Edmonton: 780-9387373 or visit 
https://www.facebook.com/
itsShowtimena. 

Charice Pempengco reconciles 
with mom Raquel  
By Joyce Jimenez | Philstar.com 

MANILA, Philippines —  After al-
most year without much communi-
cation, Charice Pempengcco mend-
ed severed ties with mom Raquel 
Pempengco. 

On her Instagram account, Charice 
posted a photo of her on Wednes-
day, together with girlfriend Alyssa 
Quijano, mom Raquel, and younger 
brother Carl. 

According to reports, the 22-year-
old singer captioned the photo say-
ing "Monthsary celebration with 
family. (Also for the people who 
doubted and thought we wouldn't 

be okay. Screw you all. Now please shut up, move on and let us live our lives 
as one happy family.)" 

It could be recalled that in 2013, Charice and her mom had a fall out and one 
of the reasons is the former's girlfriend Alyssa.∎ 

 

Charice Pempengco now in good terms 

with mom Raquel.- Philstar/File Photo  

Sarah Geronimo nominated in 
MTV Europe Music Awards 2014 

MANILA, Philippines – Filipino sing-
er Sarah Geronimo has earned a 
nomination for Best Southeast Asian 
Act at the 2014 MTV Europe Music 
Awards.  

Filipino group Up Dharma Down is 
among the wild card contenders for 
the 7th slot for nominees in the cate-
gory.  

This year, audiences will get to vote 
for which group they feel deserves to 
be nominated, taking up the final 

slot.  

To vote, users must tweet using the 
hashtags indicated.  

 Up Dharma Down (Philippines), 

#MTVEMA 
#NominateUpDharmaDown 

 Afgan (Indonesia), #MTVEMA 

#NominateAfgan 

 Agnez Mo (Indonesia), 

#MTVEMA #NominateAgnezMo 

 Joe Flizzow (Malaysia), 

#MTVEMA #NominateJoeFlizzow 

 The Sam Willows (Singapore), 

#MTVEMA 
#NominateTheSamWillows 

 Stamp Apiwat (Thailand), 

#MTVEMA #NominateStampApiwat 

The final nominees in this category, 
along with the final list of nominees, 
will be announced on September 16. 
Awards night will be on November 9, 
2014. Winners in the regional cate-
gories will compete in the Best 
Worldwide Act category, to be an-
nounced on finals night.  

– Rappler.com ∎ 

SARAH GERONIMO. The singer earned a 
nomination for Best Southeast Asian Act 
at the 2014 MTV Europe Music Awards. 
Photo by Rappler 

tel:416-4319444
tel:780-9387373
https://www.facebook.com/itsShowtimena
https://www.facebook.com/itsShowtimena
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Catch the Waves on PinoyRadio.com! 

Every Sunday 
8:00 - 8:30 pm     OPM WAVES  
8:30 -  9:00 pm    MGA ALON SA ATING BUHAY 

NAGHAHANAP KA BA  
NG MURA? 

(FILIPINO COMMUNITY DISCOUNT) 

 

 TV LIBRENG HDPVR+HD 

            GMA PINOY 6 MONTHS LIBRE 

 INTERNET FIBER OPTIC 

            MABILIS KONEKSYON 

            UNLIMITED USAGE 

 HP CALL DISPLAY 

            KEEP SAME NUMBER       

 

KUNG NAGBABAYAD KA NG MAHAL? 

TUMAWAG NA!!! 

MIKE (647)887-8504  

PARA SA KARAGDAGANG IMPORMASYON 

Pinoy Radio staff and supporters at the 
Taste of Manila parade.   

ABS-CBN chairman Eugenio 
“Gabby” Lopez III and president and 
CEO Charo Santos Concio showed 
their support for the worldwide 
campaign for raising awareness and 
research funds for the  neurological 
disorder Amyotrophic Lateral Scle-
rosis (ALS) or Lou Gehrig’s Disease 
by accepting the ice bucket chal-
lenge. 

Lopez accepted the nomination of 
news anchor Noli de Castro and 
IBM Philippines general manager 
Mariels Almeda Winhoffer and 
agreed to get doused with a pail of 
iced water. Concio, meanwhile, took 
the cause after being nominated by 
news reporters Doris Bigornia and 
Gretchen Fullido. 

Lopez passed on the dare to GMA 
7’s Felipe “Henry” Gozon and TV 5’s 
Manny Pangilinan, while Concio 
challenged senator Grace Poe 
Llamanzares and actress Dawn Zu-
lueta.  

Among the Kapamilya celebrities 
who also joined the popular social 
media sensation were Lea Salonga, 
Kris Aquino, Anne Curtis, Vice Gan-
da, Angel Locsin, Luis Manzano, 
Kathryn Bernardo, Daniel Padilla, 
Vhong Navarro, Billy Crawford, 
Coleen Garcia, Paulo Avelino, Na-
dine Lustre, James Reid, Darla Saul-
er, among others. 

News personalities de Castro, Ted 
Failon Korina Sanchez, Karen Davi-
la, Bernadette Sembrano, Anthony 
Taberna, Bigornia, Mario Dumaual, 
Ginger Conejero, Fullido, TJ 
Manotoc, Pinky Webb, Ron Cruz, 
and Paolo Abrera also took the chal-
lenge. 

Introduced by Washington-based 
ALS Association, the ice bucket chal-
lenge dares nominated participants 
to be filmed having a bucket of iced 
water poured on them, and then 
challenging others to do the same. 
Challenged individuals will have to 
comply within 24 hours or forfeit 
by donating money. However, some 
of the Kapamilya personalities opt-
ed to both donate to ALS Associa-
tion and comply with the challenge. 

According to www.als.org, the cam-
paign has raised more than $100 
million (over P4.3 billion) of dona-
tions as of August 29, 2014.∎ 

Gabby Lopez challenges Gozon and MVP 

ABS-CBN executives Gabby Lopez 
and Charo Santos get iced for a 
cause 

Toronto Urban Film Festival (TUFF) - September 5 to 15 

Ray Vidal:  Film work of Fil-Can youth 
student featured on TTC screens   

For this video I first started with the idea of appropri-
ating the entire original 1974 film ‘Gone in 60 Sec-
onds’ directed by H.B Halicki and speeding up the 
time-lapse of video to exactly 60 seconds taking a 
literal and logical stand point of view of reading the 
film. The final edited video is to be projected on the 
TTC screen with the digital clock located on the top 
corner keeping actual time accordance to the news 
clock. The basis of my idea behind the piece is using 
repetition and multiples to speed up each frame of 
the film until the movie is literally gone in 60 sec-
onds. By taking things and seeing them in a literal 
sense I want to demonstrate how many of things can 

be broken down and proven faulty by applying logic 
and reason to them. Another aspect incorporated within this piece is how time is man-
aged and used. By compacting an entire film into a minute and setting it to the same 
going rate as the clock hands a viewer can get a sense of the many events that can take 
place before them under a minute. By over stimulating the mind with multiple images 
the viewer experiences a rush of interactions that efficiently makes use of its time. This 
suggests to the viewer that many things can happen within such a small time frame of 
a minute. This gesture implies that minutes are taken for granted on a daily basis and 
are wasted and not used to their full potential because they are over looked juxta-

posed to hours.  - Ray Vidal, Artist and Director 

 

http://www.als.org/
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ABS-CBN, the country’s larg-
est and leading multimedia 
conglomerate, remained 
strong in August 2014 as it 
once again topped the rat-
ings game. More Filipinos 
from both urban and rural 
homes tuned in to its pro-
grams with an average total 
day audience share of 43%, 
or eight points higher than 
GMA’s 35%, according to 
data from Kantar Media. 

Kantar Media uses a nation-
wide panel size of 2,609 ur-
ban and rural homes that 
represent 100% of the total 
Philippine TV viewing popu-
lation, while the other rat-
ings data supplier AGB Niel-
sen reportedly has only 
1,980 homes based solely in 
urban areas that represent 
only 57% of the Philippine 
TV viewing population. 

ABS-CBN also remained un-
contested in its primetime 
block (6PM-12MN) with an 
average audience share of 
49%, or 15 points ahead of 
GMA’s 34%. ABS-CBN’s 
Primetime Bida also contin-
ues its winning streak in 
other key territories. In Bal-
ance Luzon (areas in Luzon 
outside Mega Manila), it rec-
orded an average audience 
share of 52%, while it at-
tained 63% in the Visayas 
and 62% in Mindanao. GMA, 
on the other hand, garnered 
only 34%, 25%, and 24% 
respectively for the said 
time block. 

The primetime block is the 
most important part of the 
day when most Filipinos 
watch TV and advertisers 
put a larger chunk of their 
investment in to reach more 
consumers effectively. 

Kantar Media’s data also 
showed that eleven out of 

the top 15 regular airing 
programs in August were 
produced by ABS-CBN. 

Asia’s longest drama anthol-
ogy “Maalaala Mo Kaya” 
emerged as the most 
watched program in coun-
try for the previous month 
with an average national TV 
rating of 28.7%. Its August 
16 episode, featuring the life 
story of “The Voice Kids” 
champion Lyca Gairanod, 
gained a monster rating of 
38.4%, or thrice that of 
GMA’s “Magpakailanman” 
with only 12.8% on the said 
day. 

ABS-CBN’s primetime 
‘master teleserye’ “Ikaw 
Lamang” grabbed the sec-
ond place and noted an av-
erage national TV rating of 
28.4%. Its second chapter 
premiered strongly last Au-
gust 11 with a rating of 
28.1%, compared to its rival 
“My Destiny,” which got 
15.2%. 

Piolo Pascual- starrer 
“Hawak Kamay” placed 
third for the said month 
with an average national TV 
rating of 28.1%. It reached 
its all-time high national TV 
rating of 30.4% last August 
28. 

Other programs that joined 
the top 15 list were 
“Wansapanataym,” (26.8%) 
“TV Patrol,” (26%) “Rated 
K,” (24.8%) “Home Sweetie 
Home,” (20.7%) “Sana Buk-
kas Pa Ang 
Kahapon,” (20.2%) “Pure 
Love,” (19.2%) and “Goin’ 
Bulilit” (18.7%). ABS-CBN’s 
Saturday night fun show 
“Mga Kwento Ni Marc Lo-
gan” (17.6%), which just 
started airing last August 9, 
also secured a spot on the 
list. 

The Big Night of the Twitter
-trending reality show 
“Pinoy Big Brother All In,” 
which hailed Daniel Matsu-
naga as the big winner last 
August 24, scored a high 
rating of 27.9% that outper-
formed the pilot airing of 
GMA’s “Sa Puso Ni 
Dok” (9.8%). 

Kantar Media is a leading 
television (TV) audience 
measurement provider with 
capabilities in gathering TV 
viewing data in both digital 
and analog platforms. It is a 
multinational market re-
search group that specializ-
es in audience measurement 
in more than 80 countries, 
has 26 TV networks, ad 
agencies, and pan-regional 
networks subscribing to its 
ratings services. 

Among its current subscrib-
ers are ABS-CBN, NBN, Sky 
Cable, J. Romero and Associ-
ates, 720ConsumerConnect, 
Starcom, OMD, PhD, Media-
com, Mindshare, MEC, Max-
us, Universal McCann, 
Wellmade Manufacturing 
Corporation, Brand Ideas, 
and MPG Havas. They also 
include pan-regional net-
works like CSM Media Inc., 
Fox International Channels, 
Star HK, Discovery, AXN, 
HBO, MTV, Sony Pictures 
Television International, 
Celestial Tiger, and A&E Tel-
evision Network. 

Among these, the following 
subscribe to both urban and 
rural TV audience measure-
ment: ABS-CBN, Brand Ide-
as, MPG Havas, and 720Con-
sumerConnect.∎ 
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Top programs in August 

ABS-CBN remains unbeatable 
in national TV ratings this  
August 

Maalaala Mo Kaya tops the list of most watched programs in August. 

Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) 

Where I am King (Hari ng Tondo) 

Media people covering the TIFF pose with cast of “Hari ng Tondo”. 
Standing (L-R): Rafa Siguion-Reyna (actor), Romy Marquez of Balita & 
Filipino Web Channel,  Manet Dayrit (Editor), Director Carlos Siguion-
Reyna. Sitting (L-R)”  Mon Torralba (Waves), Bibette Orteza (Writer/
Producer), Robert Arevalo (Lead actor), Teresa Torralba (Waves) and 
actress Cris Villonco.  Photo by The Filipino Web Channel 

where the deep-rooted 
characterization of tough 
living and living tough is so 
apparent.  And where nota-
ble personalities and heroes 
were born. 

Playing the main character 
of Ricardo Villena is veteran 
actor Robert Arevalo, back 
in a lead role.  The last was 
28 years ago.  “Almost a na-
tional treasure,” as Bibeth 
quips,  Arevalo has continu-
ously been very active in the 
movies & theatres for 52 
years. 

The film revolves around 
the story of Ricardo Villena, 
the patriarch of  a family in 
Forbes Park, Makati.  A wid-
ower, he has a son (Audie 
Gemora), a daughter (Ali 
Sotto) and a son-in-law (Eric 
Quizon).    He’s done well to 
acquire financial wealth but 
his family business is sud-
denly faced with the dilem-
ma of losing it all due to mis-
handled investments.  He 
had to sell all his properties 
but one he can’t let go of is 
the run-down apartment 
building he owns in Tondo, 
the filthy place where he 
grew up.  He hasn’t forgot-
ten his roots.  He wants to 
return to where he was 
king, a move his son, daugh-
ter  and son-in-law were so 
opposed to.  

He quickly resorted to the 
adage, “when the going gets 
tough, the tough gets going”, 
which fittingly syncs to the 
chorus of the main song in 
the movie, “Sigue lang ng 
sigue” (keep on going).  A 
tune that blended well to 
the audacious scenes of the 
film. 

Finding out that his two 
grandchildren did not know 
what to do with their lives 
(a granddaughter Anna (Cris 
Villonco,) backing out of her 
wedding and a grandson 
Ricky (Rafa Siguion-Reyna), 

a “trying hard” composer  
who’d rather play his guitar 
than finish school), Ricardo 
wants them in tow and 
move with him to get to 
know his roots and learn 
true, earth-touching life les-
sons.   

The overall lesson picked up 
in this movie was ADAPTA-
BILITY. Like a new immi-
grant stepping on foreign 
soil.—expect the unex-
pected.   

It was not so much with 
learning to eat rice with 
bare hands but more on ad-
justing to the culture of the 
poor, less-fortunate people.   

It was a big change for the 
grandchildren.  Anna’s 
shower scene had her take 
on the cold water “bucket 
challenge”, filmed even be-
fore the dare became viral 
on the internet.  Ricky, with 
his musical ambition, tries 
hard to befriend and blend 
with the more able singers 
and musicians in the neigh-
borhood, veteran actress/
singer Iza Siguerra leading 
the pack). Both grandchil-
dren adapted.  They became 
convenient and even close 
to them. 

Nothing in this film was 
larger than life.  Through the 
masterful direction of Carlos 
Siguion-Reyna, the film cap-
tured the social and moral 
fibers of Tondo, a communi-
ty regarded as the poorest 
of the poor.  Domestic 
abuse, representation and 
social acceptance of LBGT, 
the noise, and filth.  But 
mixed in are the good peo-
ple in the slums who choose 
to turn the negative into 
something positive.   

There is this decent-looking 
man with a cleft lip speech 
impairment (for which he is 
constantly being ridiculed 
but whose good deeds and 
kind-hearted character 
wooed the king’s beautiful 
granddaughter to step into a 

(Continued from page 1) 

A HUGE “COMEBACK” FILM... 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Mon Torralba 

MUSIC STAND 

 

Thank you to the followers of this page.   
For requests to publish the chords of your favourite OPM songs,  

please email at wavesnews247@gmail.com. 

((((((  TUNE IN EVERY SUNDAY  )))))))

www.pinoyradio.com 

Filipinos Making Waves presents 

8:00 - 8:30pm 

OPM WAVES listen to the 70’s classic hits, 
original Pilipino music that we grew up with and 
loved. 

8:30 - 9:00pm 

MGA ALON NG ATING BUHAY - Kuya 
Nestor narrates life experiences of ordinary people 
as they go through the  ups and downs of life—
whether it be with family, on the job or with a special 
someone.  Replays at 10pm every Wed & Fri. 

"Music is what feelings sound like"  

A Taste of Hotdog in Taste of Manila.  The only original member of Hotdog Band in Canada, Mon Torralba, opens the 
entertainment at the Taste of Manila street festival.  He is joined by Kleigh Abuyuan (keyboards), Jun Vidal (Drums) 
and Nato Buzon (bass).  Together, they made waves in the 90’s Toronto music scene with their band—IMMIGRANTS.  
Photo by Waves. 

short-lived relationship. solidifying that actions 
do speak louder than words.  

The king was weakened and hurt upon realizing 
that the kingdom he has abandoned has deterio-
rated.  Even the recycled and reheated food (“pag 
pag”)_that they sell on the streets made his stom-
ach turn.  He lost his touch that even his most-
trusted caretaker (Rex Cortez) betrayed him.  He 
was bribed by Ricardo’s children to find ways of 
forcing their father and their children to leave 
Tondo and return to Makati 

The apartment building was set on fire and Ri-
cardo’s first reaction was not to save the building 
but to help pull out the occupants to safety. 

The building was damaged but was repaired.  
Ricardo’s caretaker asked for his forgiveness and 
it was granted to him. 

Which brings us to the lesson from Ricardo Ville-
na’s character:  Wealth does not make someone a 
king.  And kingdom is not tangible—it is within 
you.  Be a great example .  Be a role model.  Rule 
the people with kindness and you will be king. 

 

Kudos to the creative ensemble, cast and post-
production team of “Hari ng Tondo”.  You are a 
perfect  mix.  Collectively, you have turned a ra-
ther simple story into an outstanding film.   

I personally like the use of acoustic guitar (with 
not much orchestration) for the soundtrack.  
Grand orchestration on the musical score would 
only be a discord to the simple, down-to-earth 
scenes.   

And to Direk Carlos Siguion-Reyna and Bibeth 
Orteza.  Your comeback film is yet another gem, 
considering that you only had 12 days to shoot 
the entire movie.  Congratulations and thanks for 
sharing your exceptional talent with us.∎ 

(Continued from page 24) 

A huge “comeback” for Carlos Siguion-Reyna 

Masdan Mo Ang Kapaligiran 
 (Cesar 'Saro' Banares Jr.- Lolita Carbon) 

                  ASIN 
 

Intro:  E - A - B7 - E 
Verse 1 
 
        E                              A 
   Wala ka bang napapansin 
          B7                     E 
   Sa iyong mga kapaligiran? 
    E                            A 
   Kay dumi na ng hangin 
                B7                     E   E - B/Eb, 
   Pati na ang mga ilog natin 
 
Refrain 1 
   
  C#m                              A 
   Hindi na masama ang pag-unlad 
                       B7                                 E 
   At malayo-layo na rin ang ating narating 
  C#m                                   A 
   Ngunit masdan mo ang tubig sa dagat 
              B7                                    E 
   Dati kulay asul, ngayo'y naging itim 
 
Verse 2 
    
   E                                      A 
   Ang mga duming ating ikinalat sa hangin 
        B7                                        E 
   Sa langit 'wag na nating paabutin 
   E                                             A 
   Upang kung tayo'y pumanaw man 
                                        B7                      E       
   Sariwang hangin, sa langit natin matitikman 

   … E - B/Eb 
 
Refrain 2 
 
  C#m                             A 
   Mayro'n lang akong hinihiling 
                  B7                                   E 
   Sa aking pagpanaw sana ay tag-ulan 
  C#m                        A 
   Gitara ko ay aking dadalhin 
 
                   B7                                         E 
   Upang sa ulap na lang tayo magkantahan 
 
Adlib: E - A - B7 - E 
 
Verse 3 
 
    E                                     A 
   Ang mga batang ngayon lang isinilang 
           B7                                    E 
   May hangin pa kayang matitikman 
    E                                      A 
   May mga puno pa kaya silang aakyatin 
                   B7                                E      E - B/Eb 
   May mga ilog pa kayang lalanguyan 

… con’t 
 
Refrain 3 
 
C#m                  A 
   Bakit di natin pagisipan 
                      B7                          E 
   Ang nangyayari sa ating kapaligiran 
C#m                                 A 
   Hindi nga masama ang pag-unlad 
                          B7                        E 
   Kung hindi nakakasira ng kalikasan 
 
Verse 4 
 
   E                                          A 
   Darating ang panahon mga ibong gala  
             B7                 E 
   Ay wala ng madadapuan 
   E                                             A 
   Masdan mo ang mga puno dati ay kay ka-
tas 
                     B7                                        E          
E - B/Eb 
   Ngayo’y namamatay dahil sa ating kaloko-
han 
 
Refrain 4 
 
  C#m                        A 
   Lahat ng bagay na narito sa lupa 
 
                   B7           
   Biyayang galing sa D'yos 
                                    E 
   Kahit noong ika'y wala pa 
  C#m                            A 
   Ingatan natin at 'wag nang sirain pa 
                            B7                                         
E 
   Pagkat pag Kanyang binawi tayo'y mawa-
wala na 
 
  (Repeat Refrain 2)  E – end 
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We all go through life differently.  We take different paths, choose different friends and 

follow different dreams.  It’s what makes us special.  It’s also why we think funerals 

should be unique.  They are a defining moment in our journey.  A time to celebrate a life.  

And whether we walked our years in wingtips or sandals is not important.   

What matters is that you now know a funeral home that recognizes the difference. 

Call to find out how a personalized service can reflect an individual and honor a life. 
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