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Liberal candidate Justin Trudeau 
could be Canada’s next Prime Minis-
ter if latest poll surveys were to be 
the basis of such assumption. 

A Toronto Star exclusive, published 
October 11, said a Forum Research 
survey recently released indicated 
that “support for Justin Trudeau’s 
Liberals has increase to 37 percent, 
while the Conservatives are steady 
at 31 percent”.  The New Democrats 
party (NDP) meanwhile have a 23 
percent ratings. 

Forum Research Inc. is Canada’s 
leading public opinion poll and the 
most reliable chronicle of public 
pulse in the country.  

But the research said Trudeau’s Lib-
erals would most likely win by a 
minority vote . 

On the other hand, the Conservative 
party badly needs to win by a ma-
jority as both parties, the Liberal 
and the NDP, have indicated that 
they will not cooperate or work 
with a minority Conservative gov-
ernment. 

Another latest survey by Nanos 
Tracking also showed that the Lib-
erals had increased its lead over the 
Conservatives by at least 6.8 per-
centage points. 

It also pointed out the Conserva-
tives have remained below the 30 
percent mark for some three days 
in a row as the final two weeks to 
election day Oct.19 approaches. 

Mr. Trudeau’s remarkable surge as 

the campaign draws close was in 
stark contrast to the early days 
when the Conservatives went on a 
full scale media campaign picturing 
the Liberal leader as an inexperi-
enced, untested and bumbling 
Prime Minister wannabe. 

But as the days wore on, Trudeau’s 
machine went into a full scale as-
sault which some described as a 
“charm offensive”. 

For instance, Trudeau promised a 
middle class income tax reduction 
aimed at what he described as 
“putting more money in the pockets 
of nine out of ten families.”  ⦿ 

PHL election season starts  

A CHANGE IN SEASON 

TRUDEAU HEADED 
TO VICTORY?  

Justin Trudeau holds the Philippine flag at 
the 2013 Filipinos Making Waves festival 

Graft raps set vs Binay, son 
 CHARGES TO BE FILED AFTER VP TERM ENDS 

 SON JUN JUN DISMISSED AS MAKATI MAYOR 

By Marlon Reos|  Philippine Inquirer 

LIKE a phantom, the alleged irregu-
larities in the construction of the 
P2.28-billion Makati City Hall Build-
ing II haunt Vice President Jejomar 
Binay and his family. 

The Office of the Ombudsman ap-
proved the indictment for graft and 
other criminal charges of Binay, his 
son Makati Mayor Junjun Binay and 
22 others Monday, just moments 
after he filed his certificate of candi-
dacy for the presidency in the May 
2016 general elections. 

The recommendation against Binay 
came just three days after Ombuds-
man Conchita Carpio Morales per-
petually barred the younger Binay 
from holding any public post also 

due to alleged irregularities in the 
construction of the 11-story parking 
building from 2007 to 2013. 

However, Ombudsman spokesper-

(Continued on page 6) 

Hostages appeal in video for 
halt to Philippine military 
operations 
MANILA, Oct 13 (Reuters) - Two Ca-
nadians, a Norwegian, and a Filipino 
woman have appealed by video to 
the Philippines to stop military oper-
ations and to Canada to negotiate for 
their freedom with Islamist militants 
who abducted them. 

The four were snatched at gunpoint 
by 11 gunmen, believed to be al 
Qaeda-linked Islamist militants, at an 
upmarket resort on Samar island in 
the Philippines on Sept. 21 and taken 
to an unknown location in the south. 

"Please, stop all these operations so 
that negotiations can start," said a 

man, who introduced himself as John 
Ridsdel on the clip circulating on 
YouTube, while a machete was bran-
dished behind his head by a militant, 
who was also holding him. 

(Continued on page 3) 

VP Hopefuls 
“Battle of the Uragons” 

If the Presidential race is the main 
event of the 2016 Philippine elections, 
the supporting card that is the vice-
presidential contest is proving to be a 
very interesting one. 

Five of the six candidates all hail or 
trace their roots in the Bicol region with 
the exception of Ferdinand "Bongbong 
"Marcos who of course comes from the 

Ilocos region. 

Thus, Rep. Leni Robredo, Senators An-
tonio Trillanes, Gregorio Honasan, Chiz 
Escudero and Alan Peter Cayetano are 
now engaged in a friendly "battle of the 
Uragons.  The word Uragon in Bicol de-
notes or is associated with greatness, 
and other outstanding traits to describe 
a native Bicolano. ⦿ 

VICE PRESIDENT Jejomar Binay (right) and 

his son Junjun Binay. MARIANNE BERMUDEZ 

NO DUTERTE FOR 
PRESIDENT 
What went wrong? 
SORRY, JUST LIKE ALL OF YOU, 
I ALSO BELIEVED IN THE DREAM 

By Manny Piñol 

How do I begin? 

Perhaps, it is best that I first bow 
my head and beg for your for-
giveness for taking you on a ride 
and making you believe in a beauti-
ful dream. 

We all dreamed of a President Ro-
drigo Roa Duterte, The Punisher, 
Incorruptible, All-Embracing and 
Inclusive Leader, Federalism Advo-
cate, Tough Enforcer of the Law, 
and Compassionate Father. 

He would neutralize drug dealers 
and criminals, send to the execu-

tion room the plunderers, kidnap-
pers, rapists, create millions of jobs 
with the development of the coun-
tryside through a Federal system of 
government and lift the farmers 
from poverty through a market-
oriented agricultural program. 

In many instances, Duterte made all 
of us believe that the dream could 
be real with his hypothetical "If I 
were President..." statements. 

Yesterday, however, the dream 
ended in a surprising twist. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Election season starts: 
Bets can have fun but 
… 
By: Jocelyn R. Uy  |  Philippine Daily Inquirer 

IT’S OK to have fun, but keep it 
solemn and orderly please. 

The Commission on Elections
(Comelec) gave this reminder 
to people who will be trooping 
to its offices in Metro Manila 
and in the provinces starting 
today to file their certificates of 
candidacy (COCs) for the na-
tional balloting on May 9 next 
year. 

Comelec Chair Andres Bautista 
said candidates could have fun 
but they should ensure that all 
the documents they would 
submit had been filled out and 
notarized to avoid delays and 
trouble during the process. 

“We want it orderly and sol-
emn but at the same time also 
fun. To me, you know, it’s a 
happy occasion [because] it 
celebrates our democracy,” 
Bautista told reporters in an 
interview on Saturday. 

Political season starts 

Candidates have until Oct. 16 
to register as candidates in the 
2016 elections. While the cam-
paign does not officially start 
until February—90 days be-
fore Election Day—today 

marks the official start of the 
political season. 

Aside from the presidency and 
vice presidency, at stake in the 
elections are 12 seats in the 
Senate, 293 seats in the House 
of Representatives., 81 guber-
natorial and 81 vice guberna-
torial posts; 772 provincial 
board seats; 144 city mayoral 
and 144 city vice mayoral 
posts; 1,490 municipal mayor-
al and 1,490 vice mayoral 
posts, and 11,924 town council 
seats; one gubernatorial and 
one vice gubernatorial posts, 
and 24 seats in the regional 
assembly of the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Comelec Chairman Andres Bau-
tista  INQUIRER PHOTO/ MARI-
ANNE BERMUDEZ 

Enrile afraid of Miriam 
presidency? 

WHO’S afraid of Sen. Miriam 
Defensor Santiago as a pro-
spective president? 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile on 
Wednesday said he was, as 
Santiago, his political enemy, 
was “too brilliant.” 

But Enrile quickly took it back, 
telling reporters he was just 
joking. 

He noted that Santiago has 
sought the presidency several 
times and will do so again de-
spite announcing earlier that 
she had stage 4 lung cancer. 

Enrile, the Senate minority 
leader, said he did not know 
Santiago’s capabilities to lead 
the country. 

As to whether he considers her 
a serious candidate, he said he 
would have to see. 

“There is nothing better to do, 
according to her, except to run 
for President. If she was quot-
ed correctly, then I can base 
my assessment about the seri-
ousness of her candidacy on 
the basis of that statement,” 
Enrile said. 

But he would rather keep his 
conclusions to himself, he said. 

Asked about the effect of Santi-
ago’s candidacy, he said he did 

not want to discuss the matter. 
“That’s not important to me,” 
he said. 

Enrile and Santiago’s public 
feud began when the latter 
alleged that Enrile, the then 
Senate President, excluded her 
and three other lawmakers 
from the distribution of addi-
tional maintenance and opera-
tional funds. 

As to the possibility that Santi-
ago would be the running mate 
of Sen. Ferdinand Marcos Jr., 
whose bid for the vice presi-
dency he endorsed, Enrile said 
he had not thought about it. 

“I do not know whether Bong-
bong [Marcos’ nickname] 
would want to be the running 
mate of anybody,” he said. 

After announcing her plan to 

run for President, Santiago 
said she would have a running 
mate, one who had already 
declared his candidacy. 

Of the vice presidential candi-
dates without partners, only 
Marcos has not declared sup-
port for any presidential candi-
date. 

Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV has 
announced that he would sup-
port Sen. Grace Poe, while for 
Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano it is 
Davao City Mayor Rodrigo 
Duterte—if the latter were to 
decide to run for President. 

Fueling speculation that he 
would run with Santiago, Mar-
cos posted on his Twitter ac-
count a picture of the two of 
them with the caption 
“Remembering our RH deliber-
ations. #WayBackWednesday.” 

Sara sparks rumors of 
Duterte run 

DAVAO CITY-Former Mayor 
Sara Duterte-Carpio shaved 
her head as people awaited 
with anticipation if her fa-
ther, the controversial 
Mayor Rodrigo Duterte, will 
finally file his certificate of 
candidacy (COC) for the 
presidency at the Commis-
sion on Elections in Manila. 

“Nagpaupaw nalang ko sam-
tang naghulat (I decided to 
shave my head while wait-
ing),” Sara wrote on Face-
book as she posted a picture 
of her head being shaved. 

“Bisan walay kwarta, bisan 
way makinarya, bisan 
mapildi (Even without mon-
ey, even without machinery, 
even if we lose), she wrote 
with the hashtags “Duterte 
2016” and 
“KalboparasaPagbabago.” 

On Monday, the elder Duter-
te announced for the nth 
time that he was not run-
ning for president and apol-
ogized to all his supporters. 
Friday, Oct. 16, is the last 
day of filing of COC. 

In a post of another picture 
showing the back of her 

shaven head, Sara wrote, 
“Sending good vibes to Di-
gong,” using what the public 
fondly calls her father. 

It still could not be ascer-
tained if her move was 
meant to support her father 
or to spite him. Duterte had 
repeatedly said his family, 
particularly Sara, had been 

against his running for pres-
ident, the primary reason he 
cited for not running. 

This prompted a Duterte fan 
to address Sara in a Face-
book post not to be so 
“selfish” as to prevent her 
father from serving the 
country, when the people 

(Continued on page 10) 

Screen grab from Sara Duterte’s Instagram account 

By  Leila B. Salaverria |  Philippine Daily Inquirer 

By  Germelina Lacorte |  Inquirer Mindanao 

The man said there had 
been artillery fire nearby, 

flights overhead and bomb-
ings and asked that they be 
stopped. 

The military operations 
could not be independently 
verified. Authorities on 
Tuesday declined to com-
ment on the video, saying 
they will have to validate 
the authenticity of the mate-
rial. 

Another captive, who intro-
duced himself as Robert 
Hall, also appealed to stop 
the bombings, saying his life 
was in grave danger. A third 
man who introduced him-
self Kjartan Sekkingstad was 
also asked to plead for their 
lives. 

The woman seated beside 
Hall did not speak. The four 
were identified by the Phil-
ippines army in September 
as having been taken hos-
tage. This was the first video 
since they were taken. 

All of them were shown to 
be sitting in a jungle while 
the militants with covered 
faces held rifles and machet-
es, and shouted "Allahu ak-
bar" (God is greatest) at the 
end of the 2 minute 22 sec-
onds video uploaded onto 
YouTube. 

The militants' leader spoke 

fluent English, demanding 
the artillery attacks be halt-
ed and the negotiation of the 
release of the hostages. 

It was unusual for Islamist 
militant leaders in the south 
to speak good English. The 
video had been uploaded on 
some Middle Eastern web-
sites. 

The leader did not identify 
what group they belonged 
to or their location. 

There has been speculation 
they had been taken hun-
dreds of miles west to Jolo 
island, a stronghold of Abu 
Sayyaf, a small but violent 
Islamist militant group, 
known for bomb attacks, 
kidnappings and beheadings 
in the southern Philippines. 

But army and police officials 
have previously denied the 
report, and the authorities 
could not say on Tuesday 
whether the hostages were 
taken to the island. 

Kidnappings are not uncom-
mon in the Philippines. 

Last week, an Italian mis-
sionary who was operating 
a pizza shop was also ab-
ducted. A local official kid-
napped six months ago was 
released on Monday night. 
(Reporting by Manuel Moga-
to; Editing by Alison Wil-
liams)   

(Continued from page 1) 

Hostages appeal on video 
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Tenny F. Soriano 

GHOST OF 
MARCOS 

The entry of Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. in the vice 
presidential race of 2016 has elicited mixed reactions in the 
Philippine political scene for obvious reasons. 

One, he is the only son of the late dictator and carries the 
illustrious or infamous name of his father who had ruled 
the country for 20 years. 

Secondly, a Marcos heir who can possibly win the second 
highest post of the land ,the so-called “one breath away 
from the presidency” rings alarm bells for those who had 
one way or another been victims of the Marcos regime in 
the dark days of Martial rule of the 70s and 80s. 

Definitely, the Marcos name still reminds us or tends to reo-
pen old wounds and dreaded memories of mass arrests, 
human rights abuses or torture and the so-called 
“desaparecidos”, the missing loved ones . 

It has been decades since the Marcos family fled in the af-
termath of the 1986 EDSA revolution and in the 90s they 
returned eventually reclaiming some of their old political 
power in the Ilocos region. 

Generations have since passed. In his incumbency as Ilocos 
Norte governor for three terms in the late 1990s, Bongbong 
has during his first term, turned Ilocos Norte from a third 
class to a first class progressive province and made it one of 
the premier tourist destination in the country. 

As a senator, he had also shown brilliance, hard work and 
legislative acumen that his departed father was also well-
known for. 

But the only drawback is that he is a Marcos and the stigma 
of the brutal rule of the Marcos era will be difficult to exor-
cise. 

As it is, the “Ghost of Marcos” still looms large in the Philip-
pine horizon. 

But Bongbong, as the saying goes, is his own man and 
should not be unfairly held accountable for the sins of his 
father. 

He has every right to aspire to the second highest position 
of the land or even become President like any other quali-
fied Filipino. 

This is the essence of democracy, the very institution that 
the late Ferdinand Marcos, the wily dictator deprived from 
many Filipinos but which his son is now enjoying as a bene-
ficiary. ⦿ 

There are at least 89 persons 
who filed their certificates of 
candidacy for President of the 
Philippines but many of them 
are the so-called “nuisance 
candidates” or those who are 
simply running for the fun or 
(fund) of it.  There are peren-
nial nuisance candidates too, 
those who are always running 
in almost every elections. 

There is even one guy named 
“Lucifer” who filed his certifi-
cate of candidacy(COC).  Rob-
ert John Ygonia, a resident of 
Itogon, Benguet went down 
to earth er I mean to Manila 
to join the other hopefuls in 
an attempt to win 
Malacanang palace. 

The 51-year old missionary 
said he is the “chosen one” 
hence he selected the alias or 
moniker of “Archangel Luci-
fer”, the dark angel who, ac-
cording to the Bible became 
an ally of the devil. 

He said it was the “master” 
who picked him out to lead 
the Philippines.  

But of course, the serious 
contenders are whittled 
down to a few but neverthe-
less this time, for the 2016 
elections, the names include 
Mar Roxas, Grace Poe, Je-
jomar Binay and more lately, 
Senator Miriam Defensor San-
tiago. 

Davao mayor Rodrigo Duter-
te, has for the umpteen time 
said he is not running and on 
October 13, he said his final 
“No” answer. 

But many of his supporters 
and followers are still hoping 
against hope that he will 
change his mind. 

On the other hand, the race 
for the vice presidency is get-
ting to be very interesting. 

Four of the bets, namely Rep. 
Leni Robredo, Senators Chiz 
Escudero, Greg “Gringo” Ho-
nasan and Antonio Trillanes 
are all from the Bicol region 

which means that Bicolanos 
are already assured of a win-
ning vice president no matter 
who wins among the four. 

So the VP contest can be aptly 
called as “the battle of the 
Uragons”.  Senator Peter Alan 
Cayetano, the fifth candidate, 
claims to have roots in Bicol 
too, by virtue of his wife be-
ing a native of Albay so that 
makes him another Bicolano. 

Meanwhile, the team-up of 
Binay and Senator Honasan is 
labelled as “Bi-hon “ while 
“Po-Chiz “ is the tandem of 
Grace Poe and Chiz Escudero. 

RO-RO stands for  Roxas and  
Robredo.  Meanwhile, the late 
entry of Miriam Defensor 
Santiago as presidential can-
didate has added a new twist 
to the already exciting battle 
for top post of the land.  As 
we went to press, the feisty 
senator, who declared herself 
as cancer-free, has confirmed 
that senator Ferdinand 
“Bongbong” Marcos would be 
her running mate.  

It’s a free for all 2016 elec-
tions in Pinas, as usual.  

***** 

MARCOS PA RIN?- Senator 
“Bongbong” Marcos is run-
ning a strong second in sur-
veys among vice presidential 
hopefuls.  Is this proof that 
the Marcos magic is still alive 
and working? 

Many pundits believe the 
Marcos name will be a liabil-
ityto the candidacy of Senator 
Bongbong Marcos, but it 
seems to be the opposite. 

If we consider the number of  
young voters who were not 
yet born during the Marcos 
era and of course looking at 
the track record or accom-
plishments as a public official 
of the young Marcos, plus the 
so-called “Solid North” votes 
where the Marcoses are still 
idolized, he is definitely a 
strong contender to the VP 

post. 

As the 2016 polls nears, more 
exciting matchups are to be 
expected. 

In Manila for instance, incum-
bent mayor Joseph “Erap” 
Estrada is in for a return bout 
with his old nemesis, former 
mayor Alfredo Lim whom he 
bested in the last elections. 

We can call this return match 
as “Battle of the Aged Part II.”    

***** 

Looks like Liberal leader Jus-
tin Trudeau is on track to be-
come Canada’s next Prime 
Minister.  Already, many of 
the balimbings and the sipsips 
in the Fil-Can community, 
who have clung like leeches 
to the current conservative 
leaders, are ready to abandon 
ship .They are raring to hitch 
a ride to the Liberal bandwag-
on once it’s clear that victory 
is imminent. 

And maybe this time, the likes 
of young lawyer Rafael 
“Paeng” Fabregas and 
Michelle Serrano will finally 
get their chance to be the true 
leaders of the Filipino-
Canadian community. 

You see, Paeng was a victim 
of a “demolition job” by a well
-known community leader 
who hated to see him bag the  
Liberal nomination in Scar-
borough. 

***** 

We offer our condolences to 
the family of the late Narciso 
Mangahas, our colleague in 
the media who passed away 
last September. 

“Mang Narcing” as he was 
known, served as publisher of 
the defunct Philippine Times. 

He was a fixture in many 
community events and activi-
ties lugging his ubiquitous 
camera. 

We say Godspeed to Mang 
Narcing.  ⦿ 

FREE FOR ALL 
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Diego Ojano Franco 

WAVES FROM HOME 

“We are not just the shadows of our  
ancestors’ lives of the past but the living 
representation of the culture of our  
struggles for identity as a people.” 
     

- Ati Indigenous Peoples of Aklan 

With blood pressures percolat-
ing and passions heating up not 
only in Imperial Manila but in 
every barangay, town and 
provinces all over our islands, 
the election fever is in high 
Celcius degree overdrive. 
 
We cannot escape it despite the 
fact that we are still marooned 
in  Panay island in Western 
Visayas enjoying glorious sun-
sets and being on fish and veg-
etable diet as we write this col-
umn. 
 
Television news disturb our 
peace unceasingly as the un-
folding fiesta at the Palacio del 
Gobernador take place as 
pompous politicians of all 
kinds of color (party trade-
mark, not race) and tribal en-
tourage “walked-the-mile-for 
TV” procession to the Commis-
sion on Elections office in In-
tramuros to file their respec-
tive certificates of candidacies 
(COCs) for all the positions at 
stake in the coming bombastic 
extravaganza come what May, 
elections next year. 
 
There were already 22 candi-
dates for president of this is-
lands- Republic as of another 
perfect sunset this Monday 
(October 12).  Yes, 22! It never 

cease to amaze us where these 
“other aspirants” came from 
and what Quixotic visions 
moved them to take their 
chances against the big stellar 
cast that monopolize the top 
ranks in the already irritating 
political surveys. Mind condi-
tioning (as “other-minded” 
conspiracy theorists see the 
ritual of heckling people for 
their candidate choices) or not, 
these polls  hackle us no end, 
really. But this is democracy. 
And to dream is free. So let 
them be. 
 
The Liberal Party senatorial 
line-up is ( as we already fore-
saw it) in as-is-where-is condi-
tion except for three last mi-
nute shoo-in we never heard to 
be in the running. MMDA 
Chairman Francis Tolentino 
really had it bad. One more nail 
from us won’t count anymore 
in the avalanche of those darts 
that the public and social me-
dia netizens have already 
drilled him down. 
 
We were also surprised that 
Senator Panfilo Lacson made it 
in the LP line-up. What hap-
pened? After feeding so much 
fodder to the anti-
administration bashers with 
his “where’s the Yolanda fund?” 

revelations, now he’s “in”? 
Again? And take note, he was 
the earliest bird and first to file 
his COC among all candidates 
for senators. To catch more 
worms?   
 
Our seashore musings and 
waves-watching were distract-
ed most when news of Davao 
City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte 
made his “I am sorry” address 
to end all the much awaited 
official announcement of “I 
will” from him. It was probably 
a “freeze shot moment” for 
those who braved Quirino 
Grandstand in that hope filled 
“March for Change” recently, 
but to the quiet hundreds of 
thousands more of others ea-
gerly awaiting in silence to 
switch to his side when his 
“Yes, I will run for president ” 
come. Nada. Do they deserve a 
mea culpa? 
 

*   *   * 
 

We had something to laugh 
about all those “tumbalelong”  
news feeds on political devel-
opments in this country of ours 
when we join simple folks. 
Their one-liners are more 
sharp and ring true. From the 
performance of Gilas Pilipinas 
to the relevance of their favor-

ite “lolas” and AlDub on noon-
time TV fare and the “crazier” 
politicians in their daily lives, 
we cannot only laugh out loud 
but learn a lot with a heehaw! 
 
My favorite of the local group-
ings were those of fishermen 
mending their nets early in the 
morning: 
 
On Junjun Binay’s insistence to 
run as mayor of Makati despite 
the Ombudsman pronounce-
ments on his graft cases, his 
sound-bites on TV news were 
summed up by the fisher folks 
as: “tig-a ulo mo, Boy!” (what a 
hardheaded kid!) 
 
On the DNA test issue related 
to the disqualification case 
against by-the-Grace-of-Poe, 
they observed “daw sa drama 
lang sa tebi, ngaa may patirnite
-parternite pa gid haw?” (how 
come it’s like a teleserye with a 
paternity suit thrown in the 
script?) 
 
On the news that the Pacquiao 
brothers are eyeing to box in 
the local political matches too, 
they clapped “abaw, gin 
pakyaw lon nanda ang politika, 
hay si Mommy Dionisia bay 
madalagan man?” (wow, they 
bought it all and how about 

Mommy Dionisia running too?)  
 
On Duterte’s surprise retreat 
from the presidential derby, 
they can only sigh and surmise 
with determined conviction: 
“daw sa chis mub lang ana, basi 
may checkmate pa!” (might be a 
chess move with a checkmate 
in the last crucial time pressure 
of the game). 
 
Which is not surprising as mo-
bile phones all over the country 
immediately started abuzz 
with a message to “hold on to 
your stand and faith, a miracle 
is coming” spreading like a 
wild forest fire after the news 
broke.     
 
Are we in for something histor-
ical in the offing as the country 
brace for next year’s elections?  
 

*   *   * 
 

We missed seeing the movie 
about Heneral Antonio Luna 
because of our month-long en-
gagement here in the province 
of Aklan with so much regrets. 
And we wanted to catch up 
with the historical genre of the 
local cinema at the moment 
when we get back to Imperial 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Remembering Joker Arroyo 

For the Filipinos who took 
down a president nearly 15 
years ago, former senator Joker 
Arroyo would be remembered 
as the white-haired, impas-
sioned prosecutor who fought 
a good fight, even when the 
battle already seemed lost. 

In 2000, he led the 11-member 
prosecution panel during the 
impeachment trial of then 
President Joseph Estrada, who 
was ousted through Edsa Peo-
ple Power II in January 2001. 

Arroyo said the impeachment 
courtroom drama that was 
beamed live to Filipinos na-
tionwide from Dec. 7, 2000, to 
Jan. 16, 2001, showed just a 
fraction of the actual court 
work. “From the start, we 
made a statement that a legal 
battle is 80 to 90 percent prep-
aration, and 10 to 20 percent 
court trial,” he said. 

A human rights lawyer, Arroyo 
rose to national consciousness 
as the first lawyer who chal-
lenged before the Supreme 
Court the constitutionality of 
Proclamation No. 1081 impos-
ing martial law by the late dic-
tator Ferdinand Marcos. 

He later joined other freedom 
lawyers in questioning before 
the high court the ratification 
of the Marcos-backed 1973 
Constitution; Amendment 6 
which vested law-making pow-
ers to Marcos alongside the 
Batasang Pambansa; and the 
power of military tribunals to 
try civilians. 

Arroyo also helped defend 
some opposition leaders dur-
ing the Marcos regime such as 
the late Sen. Benigno “Ninoy” 
Aquino Jr., the late Eugenio 
Lopez Jr., Communist Party 
of the Philippines founder Jose 
Ma. Sison, Sen. Sergio Osmen a 

III and former senators Jovito 
Salonga, Eva Estrada Kalaw 
and Nene Pimentel. 

As a freedom fighter, Arroyo 
also had his share of physical 
and mental tortures during 
martial law, after he had been 
incarcerated in a military 
stockade, gassed, injured and 
hospitalized during protest 
rallies. 

In 1980, he co-founded with 
fellow human rights lawyers 
the Movement of Attorneys for 
Brotherhood, Integrity and 
Nationalism Inc. (Mabini) 
and Free Legal Assistance 
Group (Flag). 

During the snap elections in 
1986, Arroyo served as counsel 
of Ninoy’s wife, the late Presi-
dent Corazon Aquino. 

After the 1986 Edsa People 
Power, Arroyo became the ex-
ecutive secretary of the Aquino 
administration from 1986 to 
1992 and chairman of the Phil-
ippine National Bank and exec-
utive director for the Philip-
pines of the Asian Develop-
ment Bank from 1986 to 1990. 

Arroyo served three consecu-
tive terms as representative of 
the 1st district of Makati City 
from 1992 to 1998 as an inde-

pendent. He was the only con-
gressman who had no body-
guards, no secretary and no 
media coordinators at that 
time. 

Sometimes, it’s his driver who 
doubled as his secretary. Ar-
royo made his own appoint-
ments, carried his own leather 
attache  case and kept his own 
schedule. He also had that hab-
it of mix-matching formal and 
casual wear, such as topping 
his blue denims with a white 
Barong Tagalog. 

He was later elected senator 
and served two consecutive 
terms from 2001 to 2013. Dur-
ing his last term, he chaired the 
committees on accountability 
of public officers and investiga-
tions (blue ribbon), public ser-
vices and justice and human 
rights. 

In 2012, Arroyo was one of the 
three senators (the other two 
being Senators Ferdinand 
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. and 
Miriam Defensor Santiago) 
who voted not guilty during 
the impeachment trial of oust-
ed Chief Justice Renato Corona. 

Among the citations he re-
ceived were the Philippine Bar 
Association’s Most Distin-
guished Award for Justice and 
the Senate Resolution No. 100 
enacted in the 8th Congress 
commending him for his inval-
uable services to the Filipino 
people. 

Arroyo was born in Naga City 
on January 5, 1927. He finished 
his pre-Law at the Ateneo de 
Manila University and his Law 
degree at the University of the 
Philippines. 

Sources: senate.gov.ph and In-
quirer Archives 

Sen. Joker P. Arroyo 

Jan. 5, 1927—Oct. 5, 2015 

Erap Estrada  
endorses Bongbong 
Marcos’ VP bid 

Manila Mayor Joseph Estrada talks with former first lady Imelda 
Marcos and Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile during the declaration of Sen. 
Bongbong Marcos’ VP bid. NESTOR CORRALES/INQUIRER.net 

Former President and now 
Manila Mayor Joseph Ejercito 
Estrada endorsed on Saturday 
afternoon the vice presidential 
bid of Sen. Ferdinand 
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. 

“Isang karangalan para sa akin 
na i-endorso si Sen. Bongbong 
Marcos (It is my honor to en-
dorse Sen. Bongbong Marcos),” 
Estrada said in his speech in 
Intramuros, Manila. 

“Hindi ako-nagdalawang isip at 
nahirapan na gawin ang de-
sisyong ito (I did not think 
twice and find it difficult to 
make this decision),” he said. 

Estrada attended the formal 
announcement of Marcos at 
Puerta Real Garden in Intra-
muros. He was joined by Sen. 

Juan Ponce Enrile and other 
politicians. 

Estrada said Marcos repre-
sented the young breed of 
statesmen in the Philippines. 

He said the senator was des-
tined to be among the leaders 
of the country, adding that the 
vice presidential aspirant had 
proven his worth in public 
service. 

Prior to becoming a senator, 
Marcos served as a vice gover-
nor, governor, and representa-
tive for Ilocos Norte. 

While Estrada had publicly 
announced his support for 
Marcos, he remained mum on 
who among the presidential 
candidates would get his sup-
port. Nestor Corrales/IDL/RC 

son Janina Hidalgo admitted 
that prosecutors would have to 
wait for Binay’s term as Vice 
President to end before it could 
bring the criminal charges in 
the Sandiganbayan against him 
since he was an impeachable 
officer. 

“Yes, he is immune (from suit), 
which is why our investigation 
and the indictment will have to 
wait until the end of his term,” 
Hidalgo said in a hastily called 
news briefing. 

“If he wins the (elections), then 
we have to wait for another six 
years before we can file the 
cases against him,” she said. 

Hidalgo said Binay and his law-
yers were wrong in insisting 
that the Ombudsman had no 
jurisdiction over the Vice Presi-
dent, arguing that the Constitu-
tion and Republic Act No. 6770, 
the Ombudsman Act, gave the 
antigraft body the authority to 
investigate all public officials. 

‘No harassment’ 

Hidalgo also dismissed insinua-
tions that the filing of charges 

was meant to derail Binay’s 
presidential run, stressing that 
the investigation on the Makati 
parking building started in Sep-
tember 2014. 

“That means the investigation 
took more than one year. It 
took us some time because this 
is a matter of national concern 
that the people have to be 
aware of considering that the 
elections are coming up,” Hi-
dalgo said. 

“Of course, the people have to 
know… as part of the mandate 
of the Office of the Ombudsman 
to inform the country of what 
is (happening),” she continued. 

In a statement, the Ombuds-
man recommended the filing of 
four counts of graft, six counts 
of falsification of public docu-
ments and one count of mal-
versation against Binay and 
others over the controversial 
construction project dubbed 
the “most expensive parking 
building in the entire country.” 

It said documentary evidence 
showed that Binay and his son 
“approved the BAC (bids and 
awards committee) resolu-
tions, notices of awards, con-
tracts and payments using un-

numbered/undated disburse-
ment vouchers and obligation 
requests.” 

Although Binay may be re-
moved from office only 
through impeachment, Morales 
said it “does not insulate him 
from investigation.” 

“Binay is being investigated for 
criminal acts committed while 
he was a city mayor and not as 
Vice President,” she said. “At all 
events, impeachable officers, 
like Binay, are within the inves-
tigatory power or jurisdiction 
of (the Ombudsman).” 

Collusion 

Morales said evidence also sup-
ported allegations that “there 
was collusion” among the Ma-
kati City officials and one of the 
private contractors, Hilmarc’s 
Construction Corp., to 
“manipulate the outcome of the 
five ‘public bidding’ for the 
purpose of ensuring that Hil-
marc’s would be awarded the 
contracts.’ 

“The existence of conspiracy 
among respondents is evident 
from the chain of events and as 
shown by the evidence on rec-
ord,” Morales said. 

She said an official of one of the 
purported bidders, JBros, de-
nied that it took part in the 
public bidding which was alleg-
edly rigged to favor Hilmarc’s. 

“The construction projects 
were awarded to Hilmarc’s 
despite the lack of the required 
publication of the invitations to 
bid, with Hilmarc’s as the lone 
bidder in four phases of the 
project,” Morales said. 

  

‘Flagrant anomalies’ 

“(The) construction project 
began even in the absence of 
approved design standards, 
contract plans, agency cost es-
timates, detailed engineering 
and programs of work,” she 
said. 

In addition, the Ombudsman 
said no preprocurement con-
ference was held and the bid 
documents were made availa-
ble only for one day. 

The Ombudsman said there 
were “flagrant anomalies… 
found to have been committed 
by Binay et al. in the design and 
construction of the building 
consisting of six phases.” 

It noted violations of RA 9184, 

or the Government Procure-
ment Reform Act, such as the 
absence of publication of invi-
tations to bid and “undue 
haste” in the awarding of the 
multimillion-peso project. 

The antigraft body said it took 
only 11 days for the BAC to 
conclude the bidding process. 
It said a certification from the 
National Library “showed that 
no advertisement for the invi-
tations to bid was made as at-
tested to by the publisher.” 

“The purported negotiation 
and evaluation of bid pro-
posals… on Nov. 22, 2007, was 
conducted with extraordinary 
speed as for one hour only, the 
BAC completed the entire ne-
gotiation proceedings,” it said. 

The Ombudsman said seven 
companies purportedly joined 
the public bidding. But the re-
port of the Commission on Au-
dit’s Fraud Audit Office said 
that “the negotiated procure-
ment adopted by the BAC was 
improper.”  ⦿ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Graft raps set vs Binay ... 

By:   Nestor Corrales  |  Inquirer.net 
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North York – A Liberal gov-
ernment led by Justin Tru-
deau will introduce a new 
plan to fix Canada’s broken 
immigration system, with a 
focus on family reunifica-
tion, said Michael Levitt, 
Liberal candidate for York 
Centre. 

“After ten years of Stephen 
Harper, Canadians know 
that our immigration sys-
tem is broken. Harper froze 
family reunification applica-
tions for two years, then 
made the rules extremely 
strict. The result is that hard
-working people who want 
to bring their families to 
Canada don’t even bother to 
apply,” said Mr. Levitt. 
“Liberals are going to fix our 
immigration system, and 
make sure that families can 
be together, growing their 
communities and local econ-
omies alongside their loved 
ones.” 

Liberals will significantly 
improve the current immi-
gration system to ensure 
that families can stay to-
gether and successfully inte-
grate into their new com-
munities. A Trudeau gov-
ernment will double the 
number of applications al-
lowed for parents and 
grandparents to 10,000 
each year. To help make 

that happen, we will nearly 
double the budget for pro-
cessing family class applica-
tions. In addition, we will 
provide greater access to 
applicants who have Cana-
dian siblings, by granting 
additional points under the 
Express Entry system. As 
well, we will restore the 
maximum age for depend-
ents to 22 from 19, to allow 
more Canadians to bring 
their kids to Canada. A Lib-
eral government will also 
change the rules so that 
spouses immigrating to Can-
ada receive immediate per-
manent residency – elimi-
nating the current two-year 
waiting period. 

“Strong families and strong 
communities are the back-

bone of our economy. Liber-
als believe in a country 
where everyone has a real 
and fair chance to succeed,” 
said Mr. Levitt. 
“Immigration is critical to 
job creation and long-term 
economic growth for the 
middle class, right here in 
York Centre and in towns 
and cities right across the 
country. After ten years un-
der a government that 
doesn’t understand the con-
cerns of our community and 
families, Liberals will fix our 
broken immigration system, 
and make it fair again.” 

Trudeau has new immigration plan 
focused on family reunification, 
fairness 

On Thanksgiving day, the Leader of the Liberal Party of Canada, Justin 
Trudeau, visited the Eardley Patch in Gatineau with his family. 

Manila by lining up too in the 
movie biopic Felix Manalo, the 
founder of the Iglesia Ni Kristo 
(INC). 
 
But we got turned off when we 
heard news in the gossip vine 
and viral social media threads 
of “subsidized tickets” for its 
movie premiers bought by poli-
ticians for the INC constituents 
in their localities. The price for 
those special screenings run 
from 500 to 1,000 kesos ac-
cordingly. Huh? “Ang aga na-
man yatang technical vote-
buying?” (what an early vote-
buying gimmick?). 
 

*   *   * 
 
 We don’t know if the majority 
of our local mainstream society 
here is aware that October is 
the national observance of the 
Month of the Indigenous Peo-
ples. We have more that 120 
ethnic tribes or indigenous 
peoples groupings with their 
own diversity of cultures and 
languages. 
Our engagement with indige-
nous peoples brought us here 
in the province of Aklan for 
that purpose which we have 
featured in our last column. 

 
What we have accomplished 
will now be part of the serious 
discussions taking place in the 
country sides at this time and 
will impact tremendously on 
the development of the much 
neglected members of our so-
cial milieu and who are consid-
ered now as colorful backdrop 
of Filipino roots and identity.    
 
For such a long period of time, 
our indigenous brothers have 
been on the margins of the so-
cial sphere and previously dis-
criminated as “inferior”, 
“backward” and “primitive”.  
All that have been  invalidated 
as the Department of Education 
under the transformative lead-
ership of Secretary Armin 
Luistro, FSC, and the adoption 
of the National Indigenous Peo-
ples Education Policy Frame-
work under Department Order 
No. 62 s. 2011 (DO62). 

 
DO62 recognizes the indige-
nous peoples right to quality 
education which is viewed as 
enabling right that addresses 
their other claims to equality 
and social justice which allows 
them to exercise self-
determination and self-
development to expand  choic-
es available to them. 
 
The Indigenous Peoples Educa-
tion (IPEd) is a teaching-
learning program that respects 
the identities of the cultural 
communities, promotes their 
indigenous knowledge and 
skills practices, customs and 
beliefs and other aspects of the 
cultural heritage of our indige-
nous citizens.  
 
If implemented, the IPEd is 
seen to strengthen the poten-
tials and capabilities through 
culture-based, culture-
sensitive, culture-responsive 
and rights-based education, 
establish mechanisms for cli-
mate change adaptation, tech-
nology and advancement for 
our indigenous peoples, devel-
op programs that support initi-
atives on social entrepreneur-
ship and sustainable develop-
ment ensure the promotion of 
the culture of peace and unity 
in the collective endeavors of 
our nation building. 

 
We hope our posturing candi-
dates from the national, local 
and down to the basic unit of 
governance of our barangays 
will take these aspirations of 
our indigenous peoples at 
heart. They must not see indig-
enous peoples as mere voters 
but as integrated persons ac-
tively involved in building self-
nourishing and self-sustaining 
communities, contributing to 
the solid bonding of our society 

and the Filipino nation as a 
whole.      
 
They, the indigenous people, 
have a major stake too in the 
coming May 2016 elections. 
And lest the “dub generation” 
forgets, the ethnic-rooted 
members of our mainstream 
society have longer history of 
attention-seeking and struggles 
too for their recognition.  ⦿ 

(Continued from page 5) 

WAVES FROM HOME... 

The writer with indigenous children. 

Duterte senatorial 
'dream team' bared 
By Patricia Lourdes Viray  (philstar.com)  

MANILA, Philippines - Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte ear-
lier declared that he will not seek the presidency in 2016 but 
his camp released a list of his senatorial "dream team." 

According to a report, former North Cotabato Gov. Emmanuel 
Pin ol, one of Duterte's allies, released the list on Wednesday. 

Duterte's initial list of senatorial candidates that will com-
pose his dream team includes the following: 

former Sen. Panfilo "Ping" Lacson 

Manila Vice Mayor Isko Moreno 

Sen. Sergio "Serge" Osmeña III 

boxing icon and Sarangani Rep. Manny Pacquiao 

ACT-CIS Rep. Samuel Pagdilao 

Leyte Rep. Martin Romualdez 

Las Piñas Rep. Mark Villar 

former Sen. Miguel "Migz" Zubiri 

Pin ol said that Duterte is yet to consult PDP Laban head Sen. 
Aquilino "Koko" Pimentel III on the inclusion of Zubiri in his 

(Continued on page 10) 

Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte earlier declared that he will not 
seek the presidency in 2016. Malacañang Photo Bureau/Ryan Lim 

On Oct 19 

GO OUT and VOTE! 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Patricia%20Lourdes%20Viray/
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US FORCES READY TO  
RESPOND TO ANY THREAT 
TO PHL SOVEREIGNTY “IN 
A MATTER OF HOURS”  

This was stressed by US 3rd Marine 

Expeditionary Brigade commander 

Brig. Gen. Paul Kennedy during the 

opening ceremonies of 32nd Philip-

pine Amphibious Landing Exercise 

(PHIBLEX 16) at Marine Barracks 

Rudiardo Brown, Naval Station Bon-

ifacio, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City on 

Thursday, October 1. 

Kennedy was referring to the Mutu-

al Defense Treaty signed in 1951 by 

the US and the Philippines. 

“Sixty-four years, this alliance (has) 

held, our mutual security has been 

upheld to the close working rela-

tionship that we have forged in that 

time, and I would tell anybody, I 

would tell you that if anybody 

would challenge the sovereignty of 

this country, their best friends with-

in this region would respond within 

a matter of hours and generally I 

assure you that is not a hollow 

promise,” he added. 

Kennedy stressed that the nine-day 

PHIBLEX 16, which has a modest 

budget and prepared within a mini-

mum time, will accomplish more 

than what the US 3rd Marine Expe-

dition Brigade participated through-

out the region. 

“Not only will we work on a higher 

end of the range of military opera-

tions, we’re doing staff exercises 

down in Palawan, we’ll be honing 

our interoperability and our proce-

dures in getting to know each other 

should we be called upon to operate 

as a military force, but likewise 

we’re participating in humanitarian 

activities, there are joint combined 

engineering projects taking place 

down in Palawan that I think really 

are the highlight of this exercise,” he 

added. 

“It’s an opportunity for marines and 

sailors of both the United States and 
the Philippine Armed Forces to in-

teract with their people and when 
you inspire confidence in the people 
that those under right are way of, 

our vocation, our way of existence, 
that you truly have won their hearts 

and minds and I think that will be 
accomplished,” Kennedy stressed. 
(PNA) 

Giving his last-minute reminders to the 
candidates, Bautista said candidates 
should make sure that all necessary 
attachments had been affixed to the 
main documents, including photos and 
certificates of nomination and ac-
ceptance if chosen by a political party. 

“The forms can be downloaded from 
the Comelec website. So, fill them out 
already before coming to the Comelec,” 
he said. 

Up to 3 companions 

For the first time, the election body 
will be limiting to three the number of 
persons accompanying candidates 
when they go to the Comelec’s main 
office in Intramuros, Manila, to file 
their COCs. 

Two video monitors will be set up out-

side the building for those who cannot 
be accommodated inside the office. 

Candidates will be asked to sign an 
“integrity pledge” on a Freedom Wall 
for a peaceful, honest and credible 
elections. 

Election Commissioner Luie Guia ap-
pealed to candidates to dispense with 
the fiesta atmosphere and put more 
solemnity to the entire process. 

“Consider the filing of COCs a sacred 
process in a sense that you are putting 
yourselves before the people and pre-
senting yourselves as someone capable 
of leading the country,” Guia told re-
porters in a separate interview. 

“Rather than making it like a fiesta, it 
will be good if the process of the filing 
of your COC will be solemn, sacred and 
dignified,” he added. 

Poor’s hopes 

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 

the Philippines’ Episcopal Commission 
on Public Affairs (CBCP-Ecpa) urged 
candidates to be reminded not of the 
“perks and grandeur” they could ac-
quire should they win, but of the poor 
pinning their hopes on them. 

“The candidates must be willing to sac-
rifice their personal interests for the 
sake of those who have nothing in life,” 
said Fr. Jerome Secillano, executive 
secretary of the CBCP-Ecpa. 

“I pray that they may be guided in their 
pursuit of the common good as they 
shun the temptation to merely work 
for their personal good,” he added. 

As the filing of COCs begins, the Philip-
pine National Police will provide secu-
rity at Comelec offices. 

“There will be policemen providing 
security and order in the venues where 
the filing [of COCs] will be held, in ad-
dition to our regular law enforcement 
functions,” PNP spokesperson Chief 

Supt. Wilben Mayor said on Sunday. 

The command will also pull out offic-
ers assigned as security detail to candi-
dates. 

Mayor said the Comelec would issue a 
resolution on the withdrawal of securi-
ty detail. The PNP is under Comelec’s 
operational control during the election 
season. 

“There is a period during which candi-
dates cannot have policemen assigned 
to them. They can apply for exemption 
with the Comelec depending on the 
threat assessment,” Mayor said. 

He added that the 160,000-strong PNP 
was constantly reminded of its duty to 
serve and to protect, and to remain 
nonpartisan in the upcoming elec-
tions. With a report from Julie M. Au-
relio 

(Continued from page 3) 

ELECTION SEASON STARTS 

For the third time, which I believe 
could also be the last time, Duterte 
again said he wanted a quiet life and 
the Presidency was not for him. 

Shock and disappointment are both 
understatements to describe what I 
and millions of other Filipinos who 
believed in him felt yesterday. 

It was an unexpected turn of events 
because earlier, we, who belonged 
to the small group of Duterte 
friends, had already prepared a plan 
on what to do before and on Oct. 
15 when he would file his Certifi-
cate of Candidacy before the COME-
LEC in Manila. 

Of course, the thought that he would 
decide not to run for President was 
considered in the planning, alt-
hough it was categorised as a re-
mote possibility. 

I had my reasons to really believe 
that he had been swayed by the 
people's call for him to run for Pres-
ident because a week earlier I vol-
unteered to write a draft his ac-
ceptance speech. 

About two hours before the press 
conference yesterday, I emailed a 
copy of the draft to his trusted aide 
Christopher "Bong" Go and I had a 
hardcopy in my hand going to the 
press conference. 

Seeing a one-page statement in his 
hand as he sat in the centre table for 
the press conference, I felt I was 
stabbed in the heart. 

I knew there was not going to be an 
acceptance speech. 

What brought about the unexpected 
turn of events yesterday? 

I believe it was influenced by the 
temerity of some people who as-
sumed they could influence and 
pressure Duterte into making a de-
cision. 

In an earlier interview with DWIZ's 
Karambola hosts, I said that the pos-
sibility of Duterte backing off was 
still there especially so since some 
people were jumping the gun on 
him and pre-empting his moves. 

Even before he could formally an-
nounce his decision on whether to 
run or not, tarpaulin streamers an-
nouncing his partnership with a 
Vice Presidential candidate were 
seen all over Metro Manila. 

At a time when he was telling the 
people that he was still going 
through the painful process of mak-
ing a decision, a self-proclaimed po-
litical adviser issued an "official" 
statement that Duterte was definite-
ly running. 

While we all believed he was run-
ning, a statement that he was run-
ning coming from a "political advis-
er" made Duterte look foolish and a 
liar. 

Knowing Duterte, he does not like 
to be influenced into making a deci-
sion and I know he was bothered by 
the "official" announcement that he 
was running because he issued a 
press statement denying it. 

He seldom does that especially 
when the press statements are 
products of people who really un-
derstand him and whom he trusts. 

Duterte, who zealously protects his 
reputation as an independent-
minded individual, was actually 
faced with serious predicaments. 

There is the problem on how to fi-
nance a national campaign without 
submitting himself to the dictates of 
the traditional political funders. 

He also talks about his age and his 
health problems caused by a motor-
cycle fall several years ago. 

And there is the worry on what 
would become Davao City should he 
leave it to run for a national posi-
tion. 

"I might be like a plane who takes 
off and comes back finding that he 
has no more airport to land in," he 
told TV5's Mia Reyes. 

There are reports that he failed to 
convince his daughter, former 
Mayor Sarah Duterte-Carpio, to take 
over the mayorship of the City. 

The premature announcement ap-
parently served as the last straw 
that broke the camel's back. 

(Continued from page 1) 

NO DUTERTE FOR PRESIDENT... 

(Continued on page 9) 
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So this is where are now. 
The beautiful dream ends. 

Is there still a glimmer of 
hope that Duterte would 
change his mind at the last 
minute? 

"Only when there is Divine 
intervention," I told media 
people who asked me that 
question yesterday. 

Just like millions of Filipinos, 
I grieve over the decision of 
Duterte not to run for Presi-
dent. 

It is not because I wanted 

my friend to become Presi-
dent but simply because 
Duterte offered hope of a 
better life for the Filipino 
people. 

That is now a far-fetched 
dream, even more remotely 
possible than a Duterte 
Presidency. 

I deeply apologize to all the 
followers and readers of this 
page for raising false hopes 
and for trying to weave a 
beautiful dream that we all 
wished would come true. 

I will continue writing in 
this page and sharing with 
you my thoughts on issues 
involving our daily lives. 

Honestly, I really thought 
this page would be part of 
history with the making of a 
President who changed the 
country and made it one of 
the greatest nations on 
earth. 

It is not going to be. I am 
sorry. 

(Continued from page 8) 

No Duterte for President 

World’s worst traffic 
By Joel E. Zurbano | Manila Standard Today 

MANILA was judged as the city 
with the worst traffic on the 
planet by users of Waze, a mo-
bile application that helps mo-
torists navigate congested 
streets around the world. 

“On a city level, Manila report-
ed the worst traffic on Earth, 
with Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, 
and Jakarta not far behind,” 
Waze said on its web-
site Thursday. 

By country, the Philippines was 
ranked ninth worst, with a 
score of 3.9. El Salvador (2.1) 
and Guatemala (3.0) offered 
“the worst driving experiences 
in the world,” due to frequency 
and severity of traffic jams, lack 
of driver services, and poor 
road infrastructure. 

Behind the Philippines were 
Panama (3.8); Indonesia, Ro-
mania and Ecuador (all with 
3.7); Colombia (3.3); Venezuela 
(3.3); Guatemala (3.0) and El 
Salvador (2.1). 

The Netherlands topped the list 
with the best driving experi-
ences in the world with 7.9 rat-
ing followed by Latvia (7.3), the 
Unites States (7.2), Sweden 
(7.2), Czech Republic (7.1), Bel-
gium (7.0), France (6.9), Italy 
(6.8), Hungary (6.8) and Slo-
vakia (6.7). 

“The Dutch driving experience 
can’t be beat! Despite the fact 
that the Netherlands is one of 
the most densely populated 
countries in the world—behind 
Bangladesh, South Korea and 
Taiwan—the country per-
formed best overall and out-
ranked all other countries with 
the least amount of traffic,” 
Waze said. 

“On a city level, Phoenix, Arizo-
na has the best driving condi-
tions in the world, with low 
traffic and self-identified 
“happy” drivers,” it added. 

The Netherlands, Slovakia, 
Sweden, and Czech Republic all 
reported an easy, breezy driv-

ing experience in the Top 5. 

“Believe it or not, the US and 
France have some of the light-
est traffic in the world thanks 
to smaller cities with appropri-
ate infrastructure that’s easy to 
navigate,” Waze said. 

Waze also cited several Latin 
American countries including 
El Salvador and Guatemala as 
the “toughest places to be a 
driver right now, ranking last 
due to frequency and severity 
of traffic jams, lack of driver 
services, and poor road infra-
structure.” 

The navigation app evaluated 
the driving experience of 50 
million users in 32 countries 
and 167 metropolitan areas to 
create the world’s first “Driver 
Satisfaction Index”, a single 
numerical score from satisfying 
(10) to miserable (1). 

The Waze Driver Satisfaction 
Index is based on six key fac-
tors: traffic Level by frequency 

and severity of traffic jams; 
road quality and infrastructure; 
driver safety based on acci-
dents, road hazards and weath-
er; driver services like access to 
gas stations and easy parking; 
socio-economic factors includ-
ing access to cars and impact of 
gas prices; and “Wazeyness,” 
the level of helpfulness and 
happiness within the Waze 
community 

Early this year, research firm 
Numbeo came up with a study 
showing the Philippines as hav-
ing the fourth worst traffic in 
Asia and ninth worst in the 
world. 

Numbeo’s collated data on the 
traffic situation of 88 countries 
for its 2015 Traffic Index, 
showing that the Philippines 
obtained a “traffic index” of 
202.31. 

The traffic index refers to the 
“composite index of time con-
sumed in traffic due to job com-
mute, estimation of time con-

sumption dissatisfaction, car-
bon dioxide consumption esti-
mation in traffic and overall 
inefficiencies in the traffic sys-
tem.” 

Numbeo said the Philippines 
ranked fourth in Asia, behind 
Bangladesh, Jordan and Iran. 

Metro Manila Development 
Authority chairman Francis 
Tolentino, who came under fire 
and was asked to resign over 
the worsening traffic problem 
in Metro Manila, said the study 
showed the need for 10 more 
MRT lines in Metro Manila. 

Tolentino also said the study 
highlights the need for the 
country to disperse industries 
to the countryside. 

Traffic in Metro Manila, accord-
ing to Japan International Co-
operation Agency, cost the Phil-
ippines P2.4 billion a day in 
productivity losses 

(Continued on page 18) 
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A CELEBRATION OF  
ST TERESA OF AVILA  

5th CENTENNIAL  
500 years of FIRE And GRACE 

ST THERESA’S COLLEGE ALUMNAE – Baguio, Cebu, Manila, Quezon 
City are cordially invited : 

Saturday, October 24, 2015 

10:00 AM – Liturgical Celebration 

St. Mary De Leuca Chapel  
290 Riseborough Circ 
Markham, ON L3R 3J4 

 

12Noon – Lunch follows 

Casa Manila 
879 York Mills Road 

Toronto, ON 
 

2:00 PM – PORTAL Book Launch  

Gateway to Adventure – a collection of essays written by 43 
gifted Theresian 

Writers who feel at home wherever in the world they find them-
selves. Here are women eager to learn at the world’s feet, to explore 

it, befriend it, embrace it. These are introspective essays offering a 
feast of cultural, intellectual and spiritual experiences. 

 

We welcome family and friends. 

For inquiries and RSVP  : Please contact 

1STC TORONTO@GMAIL.COM 
STC_TORONTO@YAHOO.CA 

needed him. Sara retorted 
back, “A wise man and a sea-
soned politician could not 
possibly make a decision on 
the basis of my opinion,” dar-
ing the fan to first study her 
law. 

On Wednesday afternoon, 
Christopher “Bong” Go, Duter-
te’s executive assistant, post-
ed on Facebook a photo of him 
having a haircut. 

“Pagupit ako. Getting ready 
for filing of my boss. Hoping 
for a miracle. Thanks to all,” 
Go said on his Facebook post. 

Another Facebook user, 

Katuray Keith Kath, posted a 
photo of her with skinhead 
Sara. 

Katuray Keith Kath, herself 
sporting a shaved head, said 
the photo was taken in a mall 
here. 

Another Facebook user, Janry 
Castro Polinar, posted a photo 
of Sara sitting inside a beauty 
salon, waiting for her compan-
ion who was also having her 
hair shaved. 

On Wednesday afternoon, city 
councilor Al Ryan Alejandre 
and Danilo Dayanghirang also 
had their heads shaved. They 
were joined by Frank Villaro-
man, chief of the Public Safety 
and Security Command Cen-
ter. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Sarah sparks ...Duterte run 

list. 

Duterte has also committed to 
support Pasig Rep. Roman 
Romulo who later on decided 

not to run as senator, according 
to a report. 

The eight senatorial candidates 
included in Duterte's dream 
team will run as independent 
or under a party outside PDP 
Laban but will be included in 
the Davao City mayor's lineup 
as guest candidates. 

The Duterte camp prefers a 
"lean" Senate slate due to finan-
cial limitations. 

"We have no money to give to 
those who are running for the 
Senate. They will have to fi-
nance their own campaign. But 
they will gain a lot of votes 
from Duterte's die-hard sup-

porters," Pin ol said. 

The Duterte camp explained 
that Osmen a, Lacson, Pacquiao 
and Zubiri are considered "sure 
winners" in the Senate race 
while Moreno, Villar, 
Romualdez and Pagdilao are 
expected to perform well. 

In his Tuesday night meeting 
with close friends and advisers, 
Duterte stressed that he would 
only support those who also 
believe in his advocacies 
against crime, corruption and 
drugs. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Duterte’s senatorial dream.. 

Nely and Bert Mondragon joined friends at a lunch get-together at 
Super Buffet in Scarborough.  

Miriam Santiago confirms 
Bongbong Marcos is her 
vice president 
By:  Aries Joseph Hegina  |  Inquirer.net 

Senator Miriam Defensor-
Santiago on Thursday con-
firmed that Senator Ferdi-
nand “Bongbong” Marcos 
Jr. is her running mate in 
next year’s polls. 

Asked to confirm if Marcos 
is her running mate, the 
senator said: “Yes.” 

“I think we mutually chose 
each other—our two 
camps.  They happen to 
cross each other. Tele-
phone lines happen to 
cross each other. It’s coin-
cidental. One camp was 
calling the other,” Defensor
-Santiagoadded. 

The feisty senator an-
nounced her desire to run 
for the presidency on Tues-
day in a book launching 
event. She hinted that her 
running mate has already 
filed his candidacy. 

About the same time of her 
announcement, Marcos 
filed his certificate of can-
didacy (COC) at the Com-

mission on Elections office 
in Intramuros, Manila. 

Defensor-Santiago said 
that she will gun for the 

presidency as she has beat-
en her stage 4 lung cancer. 

She added that she will file 
her COC on Friday. RAM 

Image from Senator Bongbong Marcos’ Twitter account 

‘Heneral Luna’ invades the Oscars 
Philippine Daily Inquirer 

JERROLD Tarog’s “Heneral Lu-
na” is the country’s bet in the 
best foreign language film cate-
gory of the 2016 Academy 
Awards or the Oscar Awards, 
Film Academy of the Philip-
pines (FAP) director general 
Leo Martinez announced on 
Monday afternoon. 

The committee tasked to pick 
the Philippine representative 
to the Oscars is headed by 
filmmaker Mel Chionglo, with 
actors Lorna Tolentino and 
Michael de Mesa, cinematogra-
pher Lee Meily, directors Joe 
Carreon and Boy Vinarao, and 

academician Rolando Tolenti-
no, as members. 

Chionglo said six films were 
short-listed and among the top 
contenders were Brillante Ma. 
Mendoza’s “Taklub” and Car-
litos Siguion-Reyna’s “Hari ng 
Tondo.” 

Chionglo said that while there 
were others considered 
“equally worthy of being our 
Oscar bet,” he pointed out that 
the committee members were 
“almost unanimous” in choos-
ing “Heneral Luna” because “it 
is very good—very well-

directed and acted,” Chionglo 
stressed. 

In the film, John Arcilla plays 
Gen. Antonio Luna, who led the 
fight against Americans under 
the revolutionary government 
of Emilio Aguinaldo. 

Courage 

“This film shows the courage of 
Filipinos… a positive portrait of 
the Filipino. It depicts values 
that we think would have in-
ternational appeal,” Chionglo 
told the Inquirer. “Luna was … 
a great general. The film tells 
us that it’s important to look at 
our past, especially the lives of 
our heroes and what they have 
done for the country.” 

“Heneral Luna,” produced by 
Artikulo Uno Productions, re-
portedly cost P80 million. It 
premiered in local theaters on 
Sept. 9. “If the producers were 
able to come up with a film that 
costs [that much], then they 
should be able to have a 
fighting chance at being nomi-
nated… This could be our shot 
at winning an Academy 
award.” Marinel R. Cruz 

JOHN Arcilla (standing) plays the titular general who fought against 
American forces.  

mailto:TORONTO@GMAIL.COM
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Filipino Centre Toronto (FCT) Appreciation Night - Sept 27 

For digital copies of WAVES News  

www.filipinosmakingwaves.com 

AN INVITATION TO ALL NORTH 
YORK BASED ARTISTS, ARTS 
ORGNIZATIONS & COMMUNITY 
GROUPS  
 

Councillor James Pasternak is inviting the community to the upcoming 
North York Cultural Hotspot Community Connect on Thursday, October 
22nd from 6pm-8pm at the Bathurst-Finch Hub, 540 Finch Avenue 
West.   They are inviting all North York based artists, arts organizations and 
community groups to attend and learn how to participate in the 2016 Cul-
tural Hotspot program. 
  
From May through October 2016, the Cultural Hotspot program will shine a 
spotlight on arts, culture and community in North York; inspiring new ideas 
about where culture thrives in Toronto. Cultural Hotspot 2016 is bordered 
by Finch Avenue to the north, Lawrence Avenue to the south, the 404/DVP 
to the east and Jane Street to the west. This City of Toronto and partner-
produced initiative will feature a series of signature projects that include 
visual arts, performance, youth mentorship and employment, and more.  

Max’s Restaurant opens new 
Scarborough branch 

The famous Max’s chicken and restaurant officially opened its Scarborough branch lo-
cated along Markham near Lawrence with Consul General as guest of honour, along 
with special guest Bill Rogers (grandson of original owner). Also in photo are owners 
Pidoy and Ting Pacis and family with Norma Carpio.   PHOTO: ARIEL RAMOS  

Knights of Rizal Canada  
Assembly ends in High Note  

Patriotism and glitter were hallmarks 
at the 5th Canada Region Assembly of 
the Knights of Rizal held at Sheraton 
Centre in Richmond Hill on October 9 to 
11, 2015. 

It featured a keynote address from Su-
preme Commander Sir Jeremias Sing-
son from the Philippines, and the pres-
ence of Sir Peter Pluckebaum repre-
senting Europe and overseas chapters, 
and Sir Marlon Tagorda from Manila 
KOR HQ 

Over a hundred knights, accompanied 
by their ladies and some with family 
members, came from chapters in Texas, 

New Jersey, Florida, Ohio, Missouri, 
Winnipeg, Windsor, Montreal, and To-
ronto vicinities, among others 

Behind the hero worship for Philip-
pine's martyr-hero Dr. Jose Rizal, the 
gathering exuded warm fellowship, 
strong bonds of brotherhood, intense 
love of the motherland, and avid adher-
ence to the ideals of the man credited of 
inspiring the independence movement, 
and continuing progress of the Filipino 
people up to this time 

The plenary sessions sought to 

(Continued on page 12) 

Group souvenir of the attendants.  (Inset) Supreme Commander Sir Jeremias Singson 
KGCR delivers his keynote address  
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LBC Express Inc., partnered with Caronila’s Cuisina  to ac-
cept Air Cargo services to the Philippines, in Etobicoke. Last 
September 25 2015, LBC and Carolina’s Cuisina launched 
the air cargo service with Etobicoke residents and the me-
dia. 

Raffy Policarpio LBC – Head Canada, in welcoming Eto-
bicoke residents mentioned that LBC supports Filipino en-
trepreneurs and will continue to venture into partnership 
where both can offer the Filipino – Canadian residents with 
a great service. Policarpio said the air cargo service is the 
cheapest and fastest way to send items to the Philippines. 
With the coming Christmas season, air cargo service is the 
best way to send gifts to our love ones in the Philippines 

Michel Poissant – owner of Carolina’s Cuisina,  with his wife 
Zenaida Aragon – Poissant  thank the guests for coming to 
the launching and shared the story of the restaurant. Mi-
chael attributed the name Carolina, from Zenaida’s mother 
Carolina.  

Carolina’s Cuisina offers authentic Filipino cuisine dishes 
and is located at 323 Burnhamthorpe Road, Toronto 
M9B2A2. It prides itself to serve the best halo-halo, crispy 
pata and pansit in town. 

LBC Express Inc is the Philippines’ market leader in courier 
products, parcels and cargo logistics and remittance pay-
ments. With its network of 4,400 locations, partners and 
agents LBC is growing steadily and commits to moving 
lives, business and communities in the Philippines and 
across the globe. Founded in 1945 as a brokerage and air 
cargo agent, LBC Express pioneered time sensitive cargo 
delivery and 24 hour door to door delivery in the Philip-
pines. LBC can move it for you: visit us at 
www.lbcexpress.com or call 1-888-652-2522. 

LBC opens Carolina’s Cuisina 
as its Air Cargo Service Agent 
in Etobicoke 

D’ GENERALS picnic at Mississauga Valley Park.  Their Christmas Dinner & Dance is Sunday December 13, 
2015, 6pm at Four Points Hotel by Sheraton, 6090 Dixie Road, Mississauga, On, Tel. 905-670-0050. In 
picture are: Rudy Fuentes, Pastor Ben Calara, Leo Duarte, Simon Javier, Rodel Ramos, Rick Falco, Ficky 
Fernandez, Doming Trambulo, Mel Ordiales, Remy Tan, Tony Howard, Lito Cruz, Jose Escudero, Ordy, Rod 
Cortis, Dalia Calara, Pastor Rene Villavencio, Vina Ordiales, Eduardo Sarmiento, Ed Tan, and Ted de los 
Santos. Photo by Hilario A. Andino. 

Baby Terra’s 

Christening 

October 4 

Baby Terra, youngest child of Pinoy TO’s Joy Sarmiento and Warren D'Aoust, was christened by 
Fr.Joe Pena at the Our Lady of Airways Church on October 4, 2015.  Godparents include Dr. Solon 
Guzman, Dr. Jocelyn Almanzor, Liza Aure Florenzo, Jay-R Solona, Viciah Dy Gaw and Lito Alejan-
dria. Reception was held at Rembrandt Banquet Hall.  Photos by Ariel Ramos 

D’ GENERALS picnic at  
Mississauga Valley Park  

strengthen and refocus the or-
ganization's efforts in influenc-

ing socio-political reforms in 

modern society today 
through Rizal's example and 
teachings 

n the lighter side, the group 
took time off on a boat 
cruise-dinner and dance on 

Lake Ontario, then had a for-
mal Commander's Ball, with 
Toronto ConGen Rosalita 
Prospero as honored guest 

Most fulfilling for the at-
tendees were the positive 

progress reports from areas, 
and the giving of awards and 
promotions for deserving 
and hard-working knights 
and ladies 

Concluding the assembly 
with high spirits, it was an-
nounced next year's assem-
bly will be held in New Jer-
sey. ⦿ 

(Continued from page 11) 

KOR Assembly ends ... 

http://www.lbcexpress.com
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Miss Philippines Ann Colis 
wins Miss Globe 2015  

It was October 8, 2015 when most Cana-
dians were going crazy watching one of 
the biggest events in Canada this year - 
the first playoff home game of Toronto 
Blue Jays against the Dallas Texas Rang-
ers. Unknown to some on the same day, 
there was an international beauty com-
petition happening in Brampton @ Rose 
Theatre Brampton - the 2015 World 
Finals of Miss Globe. It could be ob-
served that there was more noise fo-
cused for the Blue Jays game than the 
Miss Globe World Finals. It's under-
standable because Canadians are known 
to be way more passionate about sports 
than beauty pageants. A disappointing 
results for Canada - Blue Jays lost the 
game and Miss Canada Jessica Zephyr 
was unsuccessful on her bid to be 
crowned by fellow Canadian Jacqueline 
Wojciechowski, Miss Globe 2014. 

A big news for the Philippines. A native 
of Mexico, Pampanga and a UST Ac-
counting graduate, 22 year-old ANN 
LORRAINE MANIEGO COLIS did not bag 
any special award but was deservingly 
victorious to be crowned as Miss Globe 
2015.  Ann, one of the favorites among 
the 38 candidates representing their 
respective countries from around the 
world, impressed the judges with her 
exquisite performance - regal bearing, 
impeccable poise and walk, and quick-
witted answer to her final ques-
tion:" What qualities of a woman that 
would make her a good leader?" She 
responded: "A woman is sensitive and 
naturally nurturing. A person with a 
woman heart will decide based on love 
and care combined with intelli-
gence."  She was stunning in her Ibong-
Adarna-themed National Costume. It 
would be a big upset if she had not 
grabbed the crown. At the end of the 
show, it was a unanimous pick indeed. 

Through social media, the good news 
had reached the Philippines like a wild-
fire around noontime of Oct.9 
(Philippine time). The timing of Ann's 
victory was destined to share the lime-
light with the ALDUB phenomenon that 
day. 

Ann is one of the five major title holders 
of Bb. Pilipinas - adjudged last march as 
Bb. Pilipinas- Tourism 2015, and even-
tually appointed as Bb. Pilipinas-Globe 
2015 sometime in August to be able to 
compete in Miss Globe 2015 in Toronto. 

In the Philippines, it is really hard to 
win one of the major titles of Bb. Pilipi-
nas. Some of the recent titleholders had 
to join twice or thrice until they won 
and some candidates were dubbed as 
repeaters and would crossover join oth-
er national beauty contests just to have 
the chance to bring the Philippine pride 
to an international scale. But not with 
Ann. It was her first time to join and 
won right away and eventually became 
the first-ever Filipina to win the 42nd-
year edition of Miss Globe. Indeed, Ann 
was born to be naturally beautiful inside 
and out, well-deserved to become a 
global queen. 

Miss Colis is a product of Aces and 
Queens Beauty camp headed by beauty 
queen maker Jonas Gaffud who is 
known to be the mentor of Venus Raj, 
Shamsey Supsup, Janine Tugonon, Ar-
iela Arida and Megan Young.  

Ann Colis was the first Bb. Pilipinas ti-
tleholder in 2015 to compete interna-
tionally and clinched a title. Remember 
in 2013? It was Mutya Datul who first 
competed in the world stage and was 
crowned as Miss Supranational. Mutya 
brought luck for the rest of the Bb. Pili-

pinas 2013 titleholders who were suc-
cessful in their particular international 
contests - be it in the top 5 or a winner. 

Could the newly-crowned Miss Globe 
start another lucky streak for 2015?  

Fingers crossed. 

Miss Globe 2015 Ann Colis (3rd from left) with her court: Miss France Oceane Per-
modet (4th Runner-up), Miss Macedonia Elena Angielovska (2nd Runner-up), Miss Al-
bania Sara Karaj (1st Runner-up) and Miss China Yisha Chen (3rd Runner-up).  Also in 
photo is Jacqueline Wojciechowski, Miss Globe 2014 from Canada. 

Miss Globe 2015 

Special Awards 

Miss Trinidad and Tobago Dana De 
France (Best in National Costume), 
Miss Cuba Shenese Case (Miss Talent - 
singing), Miss South Africa Angelique 
Van Der Walt (Miss Friendship). 

Other Awards 

Miss Taiwan (Miss Disco Queen), Miss 
Lithuania (Miss Bikini), Miss Germany 
(Miss Karaoke), Miss Brazil (Miss Sal-
sa), Miss Barbados (Miss Runway), 
Miss USA (Miss Cosmopolitan), Miss 
Hongkong (Miss Intercontinental), 
Miss Czech Republic (Miss Elegance), 
Miss Korea (People's choice). 

By Simply PeeCeeBee 
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 Hamilton’s UFCSA presentation 

of Fiesta Filipina Dance Troupe on 

Sept 19 a huge success! 
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FILIPINO 15-YEAR OLD STUDENT BAGS 
MULTIPLE AWARDS FOR INVENTING  
BIODEGRADABLE PLASTIC BAGS 

As reported by The Philippine Star, Amin Hata-
man, 15 year-old, a student at the Fountain Inter-
national School in San Juan City, Metro Manila, is 
now a certified international award-winning in-
ventor of biodegradable plastic bags. 

Hataman won a bronze medal last May in the 
2015 International Sustainable World Energy, 
Engineering and Environment Project (I-SWEEP) 
Olympiad held in Houston, Texas. 

He won for inventing biodegradable plastic bags 
made from nata de coco, a byproduct of coconut, 
last year for a Science project requirement in 
their school. 

The biodegradable plastic bags also won another 
international award for Hataman last year: a gold 
medal in the 2014 International Young Inventors 
Olympiad in Tbilisi, Georgia. 

Hataman is a son of Gov. Mujib Hataman of the 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao. He is 
among nine young Filipinos being showcased by 
Wyeth Nutrition as exemplars of the young inno-
vative Filipino spirit, which Wyeth hopes to pro-
mote and nurture further as the company launch-
es this year the nationwide Search for Filipino 
Kid Innovators that will select its first crop of 
winners in 2016. 

“Growing up there, I developed this love for the 
environment,” Hataman said. He drew inspiration 
from environment growing up in Mindanao. 

Hataman said that as a child, he noticed the com-
mon practice of people putting garbage inside 
plastic that is not biodegradable. 

“I did some research on how plastic was actually 
doing a lot of damage to the environment,” Hata-
man said. 

By pursuing research on biodegradable alterna-
tives to plastic, he learned about the cellulose 
properties of nata de coco. 

“Right now, I’m actually already trying to patent 
this. In the future, if I go into business, I might be 
able to implement this,” Hataman said. 

Hatman’s science teacher had been impressed 
with the science project so he submitted the in-
vention to international invention contests. 

Hakan Ozkan, assistant director of Fountain In-
ternational School said that the school started 
submitting excellent Science projects of their stu-
dents to the I-SWEEP in 2008.  Tankler News ⦿ 

Amin Hataman 

The chaos could reach to P6 billion a day by 2030 in 
terms of productivity losses, and this was nearly three 
times or 2.5 times the current estimated losses a day. 

On Thursday, Senator Ferdinand ‘‘Bongbong’’ Marcos 
Jr. pushed for the development of areas outside Metro 
Manila as a long-term solution to solving traffic con-
gestion. 

“Experts say the most effective major and long-term 
solution that is being proposed to address this gigan-
tic traffic and urban congestion problem in Metro Ma-
nila is to develop the areas around it that have strong 
economic potential. For example, Cavite and Batangas 
to the south; Bulacan, Pampanga, Olongapo and Tarlac 
to the north; and Rizal to the east,” he said. 

Marcos, chairman of the Senate committee on local 
government, said the focus should no longer be devel-
oping the National Capital Region, but areas chat will 
called the “Greater Capital Region.” 

Also on Thursday, the Department of Transportation 
and Communications announced that it has contracted 
a Canada-based firm to upgrade the signaling system 
of the Metro Rail Transit Line 3. 

DoTC said that the P53.37-million contract was 
awarded to Bombardier Transportation Signal Ltd. to 
minimize and eventually eliminate glitchesont the 
MRT-3 as part of the agency’s railway rehabilitation 
efforts. 

Under the contract, Bombardier will replace the exist-
ing local control system called MAN 900 with the 
more contemporary EBI Screen 900 over seven 
months. 

Another solution proposed Thursday  was the use of 
double-decker buses that can carry more passengers. 

Highway Patrol Group director Chief Supt. Arnold 
Gunnacao said the proposal came from Bataan Rep. 
Enrique Garcia Jr.  ⦿ 

(Continued from page 9) 

WORLD’S WORST TRAFFIC 
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RAFFLE DRAW WINNERS! 
 

The Philippine Independence Day Council (PIDC) is pleased to announce the winners 
of the Raffle Draw held at the Mabuhay Philippines Festival on Sunday, August 30, 
2015. 
 

Congratulations to the two winners: 
 

1. JEMILIE ADAJAR, the 1st prize winner of a round trip air ticket to the Philippines, 
sponsored by KOREAN AIR. 
 

2. RON CALATA, the 2nd prize winner of a round trip air ticket to the Philippines,  
sponsored by PHILIPPINE AIR LINES (PAL) 
 

To pick up your CERTIFICATES,  
please call Al Tupe, PIDC Treasurer, at (905) 275-4123. 

The LBC Foundation, in coop-

eration with Project Pearls, 

aims to move love this 

Christmas through its project 

BOX A SMILE. The LBC Foun-

dation is the Corporate Social 

Responsibility arm of LBC 

Express. Together with Pro-

ject PEARLS, a non-profit 

organization, whose vision of 

seeking to protect and pro-

vide the basic human rights 

of the poorest of the poor 

children in the Philippines, 

BOX A SMILE will be launched 

on October 1, 2015.  

Box A Smile is a project that 

aims to deliver a Happy 

Christmas to children in pov-

erty in the Philippines. LBC 

Customers from North Ameri-

ca who sends a box via sea or 

air from October 1 to Novem-

ber 30, 2015 may elect to 

participate in the program, 

where a portion of their 

transaction fees will be do-

nated to Box A Smile. The 

funds raised will be used to 

give Christmas gifts to bene-

ficiary children at a gifting 

event (Christmas party) orga-

nized by Project Pearls. LBC 

Foundation is targeting to 

collate 3,000 Christmas Gift 

Boxes.  

Come December 2015, the 

distribution of Christmas Gift 

Boxes to children aged 4-

14yo in underprivileged areas 

of Helping Land, Tondo, Ma-

nila, Brgy. Batia, Bocaue, 

Bulacan, Zambales will be 

held.  

With this, we encourage your 

participation in bringing 

smiles to children in need. 

Visit your nearest LBC branch 

or call 1800-338-5424 for 

more information on how you 

can help.  

Help us BOX A SMILE for 3,000 kids 

this Christmas  

How Japan's coconut 
oil demand improves 
Filipinos' lives 
By Shinichi Tokuda, Kyodo News 

TOKYO - With the growing 
popularity of coconut oil health 
and cosmetic products in Ja-
pan, sales are strong at Co-
cowell Corp., which imports 
traditionally made coconut oil 
from the Philippines. 

As a way of supporting local 
communities in the world's 
largest coconut oil producing 
country, the Osaka-based com-
pany uses part of its sales reve-
nue to donate seedlings and 
fertilizer back to Filipino vil-
lages. 

Cocowell President Yu Mizui, 
39, went to university in the 
Philippines in 2002 to study 
about environmental issues in 
developing countries. 

While there he was shocked by 
the sight of young children 
scavenging through mountains 
of garbage, Mizui said he real-
ized that the issue of poverty 
must be tackled before talking 
about environmental prob-
lems. He then proceeded to set 
up Cocowell in 2004. 

There are numerous coconut 
farms in Filipino villages, but 

income for the farmers was 
minimal as the fruit was sold 
as raw ingredients to major 
corporations overseas. That 
gave Mizui the idea to add val-
ue to the farmers' products by 
keeping processing in the Phil-
ippines. 

"Generating a product that can 
only be produced locally would 
help increase the farmers' in-
come," Mizui said, recalling the 
genesis of his idea. 

The method Cocowell chose 
was the locals' traditional way 
of producing coconut oil -- fer-
menting raw coconut juice at 
room temperature for two to 
three days and then separating 
the water, milk and oil con-
tents. Compared with the 
method commonly used at 
large-scale plants and other 
producers, such as using cen-
trifuges or pressing oil from 
dried coconut flesh, the tradi-
tional way better preserves 
both the coconut's taste and 
nutritional value. 

After many visits to the Philip-
pine Coconut Authority for 
negotiations, the company be-

gan selling its cosmetic and 
edible products in 2005, with 
the cooperation of local farm-
ers. 

Business was slow to start, but 
Cocowell's sales shot up to 200 
million yen in 2014 -- up from 
a mere 30 million yen the pre-
vious year -- and are projected 
to hit 1 billion yen ($8.3 mil-
lion) this year. 

In addition to online sales, the 
company also broadened its 
distribution network by selling 
at major supermarkets and 
department stores. 

Aside from coconut oil, Co-
cowell also offers cosmetics 
and soap, as well as accesso-
ries made from coconut trees. 
It has four contracted factories 
in the Philippines, and Mizui 
visits the country at least once 
every two months. 

"I don't want this to be just a 
temporary boom," he said. "I 
want to make coconut oil a 
part of the Japanese people's 
lifestyle and also contribute to 
the development of villages in 
the Philippines." ABS-CBN 

Grow in your career 
and money will  
follow 
By Francis Kong 

This post got so many re-
sponses: “When you see 
successful people, do not 
think they are lucky and 
that they achieved their sta-
tus quickly. Robert Collier 
was right when he said, 
‘Success is the sum of small 
efforts, repeated day in and 
day out.’ Work hard and be 
faithful with the little things 
and then you will be ready 
to be handed the bigger 
things.” 

Within only an hour it got 
over 3,400 likes and 1,308 
shares. 

The next morning when I 
refreshed the page it got 
more than 9,000 likes and 
over 3,000 shares. 

This is the age of fast re-
sponse and wide reach. 

This is how success works. 
And this is how success 
lasts. 

So, what are the steps to 
success? They are actually 
very simple, logical and 
practical: 

1. Focus on your goals. You 
need to make the main thing 
the main thing. Do not be 
distracted by activities that 
may not add value to your 
success goals. 

2. Do not slack off.  Some-
times work may be boring. 
Making calls and meeting 
appointments may be chal-
lenging, especially in the 
choking traffic environment 
that is the city. But you need 
to convince yourself that it 
is a responsibility you need 
to do. Do not find excuses to 
be lazy. 

3. Be confident. Dedicate 
yourself to studying the pro-
spects, doing your home-
work, knowing your prod-
uct, anticipating the ques-
tions and the hesitations 
and believe you can handle 
them. 

4. Be intentional with 
your personal develop-
ment. Attend seminars, 
read books, ask questions, 
get mentors to help you 
with difficult questions and 
situations and be serious 
about your studies and de-
termination to become bet-
ter. 

5. Plan for the day. You 
never know when success 
will come so you may as 
well be prepared every day 
as you meet every oppor-
tunity that comes your way. 

6. Practice disci-
pline. Intellectual discipline 
means feeding your mind 
with knowledge and the 
right information. 

Physical discipline means 
doing regular exercise, 
keeping yourself in shape 
and watching what you eat. 

Relationship discipline 
means not compromising 
your quality time with the 
people you love. 

Emotional discipline is 
simply not losing your con-
trol by buying stuff with 
your hard- earned money 
and messing up your finan-
cial goals. 

And while you enjoy suc-
cess, your money will grow. 

This is where financial disci-
pline comes into play. Earn-
ing much but spending 
more will still make one 
poor. 

So here are some tips on 
managing your money and 
you need to stick to them in 
order to make it work: 

1. Set a financial plan. You 
need to have a goal. Unless 
you know how much money 
you would like to have and 
accumulate and know what 
to do with it, you do not 
have a plan. And the old cli-
che  comes true: “He who 
fails to plan plans to fail.” 

2. From this goal, apply this 
action. Set the savings aside 
from your income and live 
with what is left. In other 
words, this is “Income – Sav-
ings = Expenses.” Most peo-
ple start with their income, 
and after deducting their 
expenses, they save what is 
left. The only problem here 
is that there is not much 
that is left. 

3. Convert free time to cash. 
Do some work on the side. 
Some people do encoding, 
others sell stuff on the Inter-
net while others do service 
and so they add income to 
their existing source. 

4. Have an emergency fund. 
Life is uncertain and should 
there be an unexpected the 
flesh.) These are the small 
efforts —repeated day in 
and day out — that become 
the natural lifestyle of win-
ners, making them enjoy 
success that lasts. 

Success, after all, is a skill 
born out of attitude that be-
comes habits. It is a lifestyle. 
⦿ 

tel:%28905%29%20275-4123
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Filipino Canadians made waves at the 
2015 Pan American Taekwondo 
championships 
RHONROSE MARTIAL ARTS team represented Canada at the Pan American Taekwondo competi-
tion and made FilCans proud.  Here are the medals won at the Pan-Am Taekwondo Championship & 
Pan-Am Open (Aguascalientes, Mexico) held at Aguascalientes, Mexico on Sept. 8-9 & Sept. 17-19: 

Alvie Delacruz—GOLD; Rhon Lagran—SILVER; Rose Lagran—BRONZE  

At the Provincial Taekwondo tournaments held Sept. 19, siblings Rose and Rhon Lagran bagged the 
Gold and Silver medals, respectively.   

These add to the medals already won at the 2014 Pan-Am Championship Taekwondo 
(Aguascalientes, Mexico ) where Alvie Delacruz got the bronze medal.  At the 2014 WEKAF World 
Championship ( Hungary & Italy ), Rhon and Rose Lagran both won gold medals. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

NU Pep Squad wins 3rd 
straight UAAP Cheerdance 
crown 
Naveen Ganglani | Rappler 

MANILA, Philippines – The NU 
Pep Squad was crowned the 
champion of the 2015 UAAP 
Cheerdancing Competition 
held on Saturday, October 3, at 
the Mall of Asia Arena. 

With 25,388 spectators in at-
tendance, NU was awarded 
first overall of the competition 
for the third time in UAAP his-
tory and for the third straight 
year after totaling 668 points - 
91.5 on tumbling, 70.5 on 

stunts, 84 on tosses, 88 on pyr-
amids, and 340 on dance. 

Coming in second was the UST 
Salinggawi Dance Troupe who 
had 651.5 points, while the UP 
pep squad came in third place 
after garnering 610.5 points. 

The FEU Cheering Squad 
placed fourth, while the UE 
Pep Squad was fifth. The DLSU 
Animo squad, Adamson Pep 
Squad, and Ateneo Blue Babble 
Battalion came in 6th, 7th, and 
8th place, respectively. 

UP was the lone team without 
any deduction or penalty 
points. Adamson had the most 
with 28, while Ateneo had 27. 

In the Group Stunts competi-
tion, UST came in first place 
while NU and FEU placed sec-
ond and third, respectively. 

The famed UST Salinggawi Dance Troupe (SDT) won 1st Runner-Up 
in the 2015 Cheerdance Competition of the University Athletics As-
sociation of the Philippines  

Photo by Josh Albelda/Rappler 
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Newcomer Families Welcomed at 
Canada Orientation Day in York 
Region 

A day-long event of workshops dealing 
with various aspects of settling down in 
the community, along with display 
booths from agencies offering social 
services for immigrants, and culminat-
ing in a celebratory program, was held 
for newcomer families in York Region. 
  
The annual Welcome to Canada (WTC) 
Orientation Day organized by Settle-
ment and Education Partnership in 
York Region (SEPYR) was held at Jean 
Vanier Catholic High School in Rich-
mond Hill, Ontario on September 26, 
2015. Over 450 newly settled families 
in the area participated. 
  
Newcomer families with children regis-
tered with the elementary and second-
ary schools in York Region benefit from 
receiving settlement services from pro-
grams such as SEPYR, helping them to 
become productive members of Canadi-
an society. 
  
Every year, SEPYR welcomes over 500 
Newcomers to York Region during the 
WTC, for a whole day full of workshops 
and group discussions where they will 
learn about the Ontario education sys-
tem as well as programs and services 
that are available to them in their com-
munities. 
  
During the WTC, parents and children 
were able to participate in workshops 
where they met other Newcomer fami-
lies and partner organizations. They 
learned about the Ontario education 
system through workshops, interactive 
group activities and open discussions. 
Families also learned about programs 
and services that are available to them 

in their communities. 
  
It was a day dedicated to making the 
new immigrants feel important and 
very much welcomed, with Settlement 
Workers who speak their native lan-
guage guiding them through in the 
workshops, and addressing their ques-
tions. 
  
At the concluding afternoon program, 
various speakers who were also earlier 
immigrants gave reaffirmation that 
they were in good hands in their adopt-
ed country. They challenged them to 
become good citizens and to do their 
part in building a better Canada. 
  
SEPYR is a partnership program admin-
istered by Catholic Community Services 
of York Region (CCSYR) in partnership 
with the York Region District School 
Board and the York Catholic District 
School Board. SEPYR is funded by Citi-
zenship and Immigration Canada (CIC). 
  
SEPYR is staffed by a multicultural 
group of Settlement Workers with very 
diverse backgrounds, from different 
countries all over the world, who speak 
over 30 languages (including Filipino, 
English, Mandarin, Cantonese, Korean 
and Farsi). 
  
To learn more about the Welcome to 
Canada Orientation Day, and about 
SEPYR's wide range of settlement pro-
grams and services, please contact: Set-
tlement and Education Partnership in 
York Region (SEPYR) St. Joseph the 
Worker Catholic School 475 Brown-
ridge Dr. Thornhill, ON L4J 5Y6 tele-
phone: (905) 731-8281. 

Behind CCSYR's Agnes Manasan (emcee) are the SEPYR Settlement Workers from vari-

ous cultural groups.  YCDSB Vice Chair and School Trustee Marlene Mogado  (seated) is 

among the guest  speakers. 

 

City of Toronto congratulates 
Taste of Manila festival 

Philippine Cultural Community Centre’s Chairman and CEO Rolly Mangante receives a 
plaque of recognition from the City of Toronto during a surprise presentation made by 
Councillor James Pasternak and witnessed by PCCC Vice-Chair Pepito Torralba and 
Waves News’ Teresa Torralba.  PHOTO BY WAVES 

Mayor John Tory and Toronto City Councillor James Pasternak congratulate the 
Philippine Cultural Community Centre on the occasion of the  

2nd annual Taste of Manila festival. 
 

This great annual international festival brings so many people together to  
celebrate the food, culture and commerce of Toronto's remarkable  

Filipino community. 
 

Fantastic cultural events like the Taste of Manila contribute to the diversity of 
our city and are a reason why Toronto is one of the great cities of the world. 

 
Once again, thank you for hosting this outstanding festival and  

best wishes for your continued success! 
 

Signed by Mayor John Tory and Councillor James Pasternak, Ward 10-York 
Centre in the City of Toronto on August 23, 2015 

L-R:  Rona, Sally, Christine, Angie Oliveros, Rose, Sergio Oliveros  

Cottage Blessing in Orilla  

tel:%28905%29%20731-8281
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Short film works are an essential part of Reel Asian and can be found in shorts and feature programs 

throughout the festival. This year we present new work by and with Philippines content and theme. 

The following short films were shot on location in the Philippines, or contain Filipino content: 

Balikbayans   (North American Premiere) 

Alex Humilde, Canada, 2015, 18:12—English/Tagalog/Cebuano with English subtitles 

This documentary shares the experiences of three Filipinos living in Ontario who have acquired “VIP” sta-

tus as balikbayans - those who have moved abroad with aspirations, and return to the Philippines to 

share their fortunes and experiences.  Alex Humilde graduated from Sheridan College in Television and 

Film. He is currently developing his next documentary and continues to address contemporary, Philippine

-related issues. 

Balikbayans will be screening on Sunday, November 8 at 5:30 PM as part of Pulse Section’s BORN TO RUN 

program. 

Agos: The Manila Dream   (North American Premiere) 

Lyka Gonzalez, Philippines, 2015, 10:00—Tagalog with English Subtitles 

Set in the rural Philippines, Nina's mother recounts her bygone ambition of moving into the city. The film 

explores the plight of fulfilling fantasies through the surge of diaspora and urban migration.  Lyka Gonza-

lez is a 21-year-old photographer, videographer and filmmaker from the Philippines.  She is currently in 

finishing her BA in Communication Arts at Ateneo de Manila University. 

Agos: The Manila Dream will be screening on Monday, November 9 at 1:00 PM as part of Pulse Section’s 

THE WORLD’S A STAGE program. Special thanks to Youth Programme sponsor Global Toronto. 

Paradise Island   (World Premiere) 

Kathleen Jayme, Canada, 2015, 25:53—English/Tagalog 

Filmmaker Kat Jayme travels to her family’s favourite vacation spot in the Philippines, but instead of holi-

daying, she documents the everyday lives of local children who make sandcastles for money.  Kathleen 

Jayme is an award-winning Canadian filmmaker based in Vancouver, BC. Kathleen is a Production Coordi-

nator at the National Film Board of Canada's Pacific & Yukon Studio and a graduate of the Film Production 

Program at the University of British Columbia. 

Paradise Island will be screening on Tuesday, November 10 at 8:45 PM as part of Pulse Section’s BORN TO 

RUN program. 

*** WAVES NEWS is a proud media sponsor of the Toronto Reel Asian Film Festival *** 

Catch the WAVES  
every Sunday at 
www.pinoyradio.com 

Actress Elizabeth Ramsey 
passes away at 83 

Elizabeth Ramsey with daughter Jaya. Photo from Jaya’s Facebook 
account 

Actress Elizabeth Ramsey 
passed away on Thursday 
morning, her daughter Jaya 
confirmed. She was 83. 

A statement was issued by 
Jaya on her Facebook ac-
count, saying her “Mama 
Beth is now with the Lord.” 

“Thank you for your love 
and prayers and I rejoice 

because she passes in her 
sleep. In peace. In God’s lov-
ing arms. Bye mama, until 
we meet again. I love you 
forever. Thank you Jesus,” 
her post read. 

She said her mother has 
given laughter not only to 
their family but to the 
whole nation as well. NC/
RAM 

Pinay’s blind audition 
wows ‘The Voice US’ 
judges 

MANILA, Philippines – An-
other Pinay is making 
waves in a singing competi-
tion. 

Amy Vachal wowed “The 
Voice” judges Adam Levine, 
Gwen Stefani, Pharell Wil-
liams, and Blake Shelton 
when she did her blind au-
dition for the reality singing 
competition aired Tuesday 
night (Wednesday Philip-
pine time) 

The 26-year-old  performed 
the song “Dream a Little 
Dream of Me” while playing 
the guitar. 

She immediately made 
Gwen, Pharell and Blake 

turn their seats, while Adam 
wasn’t able to do so since 
his team is already full. 

After Amy's performance, 
Adam expressed his sad-
ness that he was not able to 
turn his chair for her. 

“You can win this whole 
thing,” he added. 

Blake had nothing but good 
words for her as well and 
added, “You’re on a differ-
ent path than anybody else. 
I’m so impressed.” 

In the end, Amy 
chose Pharell to be her 
coach for the show’s ninth 
season.   philstar.com 

Amy Vachal 

Philippine highlights at Toronto Reel 
Asian International Film Festival 2015 
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ABS-CBN PRESIDENT, CEO, AND 
CCO CHARO SANTOS-CONCIO  
GRACES INT’L EMMY’S KICK OFF 

ABS-CBN President, CEO and CCO and this year’s 
International Emmy Awards gala chair Charo 
Santos-Concio joined the International Academy 
of Television Arts and Sciences board and its 
members in kicking off the 43rd International 
Emmy Awards slated this November. 

Santos-Concio was personally welcomed by 
Academy chairman Fred Cohen during a dinner 
held exclusively in the famous Chateau De Ver-

sailles last Saturday (Oct 3) where about 200 
members of the international board, French gov-
ernment officials, and broadcasters convened. 

Joining her in the trip are ABS-CBN Integrated 
Acquisitions and International Distribution head 
Leng Raymundo, Concept Development Group 
and New Media head Enrico Santos, and Acquisi-
tion Manager Rachel Simon. 

Santos-Concio made history as the first Philip-
pine TV network executive to be invited as Gala 
chair in the prestigious international award giv-
ing body. This not only recognizes Santos-
Concio’s mark in the broadcasting industry but 
also ABS-CBN as a world-class content producer 
and media entertainment company. 

As chair, Santos-Concio will preside over the 
Gala, during which the International Academy 
will recognize programming in ten program cat-
egories and present Special Awards to Julian 
Fellowes, creator and writer of Downton Abbey 
(Founders Award) and Richard Plepler, Chair-
man and CEO of HBO (Directorate Award). 

The Academy just unveiled the 40 nominees 
across 10 categories and 19 countries recently 
that include Angola, Austria, Argentina, Belgium, 
Brazil, Canada, Colombia, France, Japan, Mexico, 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, South 
Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the U.K. and the U.S. 

The 43rd International Emmy Awards will take 
place this November 23 at the New York Hilton 
Hotel and will be hosted by Egyptian satirist 
Bassem Youssef. 

'Felix Manalo' 
premiere bags 2 
Guinness World 
Record titles 
By:  Lara Tan, CNN Philippines 

Metro Manila (CNN Philip-
pines)—”Felix Manalo”, a film  
that follows the life of Iglesia 
Ni Cristo's first executive min-
ister, bagged two prestigious 
Guinness World Record titles 
in its premiere screening at the 
Philippine Arena in Bulacan on 
Sunday (October 4). 

The film gunned for the record 
for Largest Audience At A Film 
Premiere and the Largest Audi-
ence At A Film Screening — a 
title held by 2012 film “Honor 
Flight”. The figures to beat 
were 10,000 and 28,442, re-
spectively. 

“Felix Manalo” successfully 
bagged both titles. 

The Guinness World Records 
adjudicators recorded a total 
of 43,624 people in the audi-
ence, based on the physical 
ticket stubs and discounting 

172 people. 

Actor Dennis Trillo, who plays 
Felix Manalo, and Bela Padilla, 
who plays his wife Honorata 
de Guzman-Manalo, along with 
Iglesia Ni Cristo (INC) heads, 
received the awards. 

In a YouTube video posted by 
Eagle News, a media outfit 
owned by members of INC, the 
Guinness adjudicators ex-
pressed admiration for the 
record broken by the film 
screening. 

"The greatest merit in this rec-
ord is the logistical capacity 
and the capacity to attract so 
many people to come to a film 
premiere," said the adjudica-
tor. 

“Felix Manalo”, a film directed 
by Joel Lamangan, opened in 
Philippine theaters October 7. 

‘OTWOL’ fever reaches Filipinos all 
over the world via TFC 
‘On the Wings of Love’ receives praises for showcasing OF issues 

 
October 16, 2015 (QUEZON CITY, PHILIP-
PINES) – More and more Filipinos of all ages 
inside and outside the Philippines are catching 
ABS-CBN’s “On the Wings of Love” (OTWOL) 
fever brought by the phenomenal love team 
of James Reid and Nadine Lus-
tre or JaDine, seen worldwide via The Filipino 
Channel (TFC). 

Fans worldwide religiously stay glued to their 
TV screens to catch the developments in the 
romance between Clark (Reid) and Leah 
(Lustre) and how are they coping with the chal-
lenges that come their way. 

Because of the show’s ‘kilig’ factor and appeal-
ing story, “OTWOL” has captured the hearts of 
viewers and has consistently recorded strong 
ratings in the Philippines since it premi-
ered.  Even in the digital sphere, the “OTWOL” 
fever is getting stronger.  “OTWOL” is one of the 
mostly viewed programs on TFC.tv while 
netizens regularly tweet their reactions about 
each episode, making #OTWOL a regular trend-
ing topic worldwide. 

Because the series champions on issues on over-

seas Filipinos (OFs), Kapamilyas outside the 
Philippines are more than hooked with the se-
ries.  In an interview with “TV Patrol,” Reid re-
counted that while he and Lustre were in Lon-
don for their “ASAP20” show, fans were calling 
them by their character names 

“The OF issues that are featured in the series are 
based on research because we wanted it to be 
realistic.  Dreamscape tapped the research team 
of TFC and we found out that OF issues vary per 
state in the US,” said executive producer Arnel 
Nacario 

The Philippine Daily Inquirer also praised the 
top-rating series for its OF representation and 
for highlighting the challenges and worries OFs 
go through.  Praises for “OTWOL” have also 
flooded director Antoinette Jadaone’s social 
media accounts.  On Twitter, she recently ex-
pressed her gratitude to everyone who sent 
their positive reactions because of the mix of 
sweet and heartbreaking scenes. 

As “OTWOL” continues to touch worldwide 
viewers, the latest development in the series 
will focus on Clark and Leah’s shot at love when 

they go back to the Philippines 
where they will continue to 
face big challenges that will 
test the strength of their brew-
ing relationship.  The next 
chapter of the series will also 
highlight Clark’s attempt to win 
Mang Sol’s (Joel Torre) ap-
proval on their relationship, 
after he finds out that her 
daughter and Clark have tied 
the knot without his consent. 

Avid viewers of “OTWOL” will 
also witness Clark’s immersion 
in the Filipino culture of court-
ship that will involve him driv-
ing Mang Sol’s jeepney, and 
fetching water, among other 
exciting scenes.  Will Clark and 
Leah finally ‘achieve’ a happy 
ending in the Philippines? 

Do not miss the next chapter of 
Clark and Leah’s love story in 
“OTWOL” which is also sub-
titled in English for non-

Filipino speaking viewers, 
Mondays to Fridays (Tuesdays 
to Saturdays, Australian Day-
light Savings Time or AEST, 
New Zealand Daylight Savings 
Time or NZST, Guam, and Japan 
time) on TFC worldwide. 
Worldwide viewers can also 
catch the ‘kilig’ episodes of the 
show, which is extended until 
early 2016, via TFC’s official 
online service, TFC.tv or via its 
video-on-demand or VOD 
(Internet Protocol television or 
IPTV) service available in the 
US, Canada, Middle East, Eu-
rope, Australia, New Zealand, 
and Japan. 

Exclusive behind-the-scenes 
and interviews are also availa-
ble via TFC.tv’s Halo-halo 
clicks. 

 

Catch the WAVES 
The “FEEL GOOD” Filipino Community Newspaper 

www.filipinosmakingwaves.com 
Email:   filipinonewswaves@ gmail.com 
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 National Shrine of our Mother of Perpetual Help 

 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

131 McCaul St, Toronto 

(416) 598 3269 

 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY MASS & DEVOTIONS: 
7:30 am * 9:30am * 12 noon, * 2:30pm * 5:05pm * 7:00pm 

In his message for the World 
Day of Migrants and Refugees, 
Pope Francis recognized the 
challenges involved with wel-
coming migrants, but stressed 
that despite the difficulties 
they should always be accept-
ed as brothers and sisters. 

“At the heart of the Gospel of 
mercy, the encounter and ac-
ceptance by others are inter-
twined with the encounter and 
acceptance of God himself,” the 
Pope said in his message for 
the 2016 World Day of Mi-
grants and Refugees. 

“Welcoming others means wel-
coming God in person!” he 
said, and addressed migrants 
and refugees directly, telling 
them not to let themselves “be 
robbed of the hope and joy of 
life born of your experience of 
God’s mercy, as manifested in 
the people you meet on your 
journey!” 

Pope Francis’ message for the 
World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees was presented to 
journalists during an Oct. 1 
news conference in Rome. 

The day will be celebrated in 
the Church Jan. 17, 2016, with-
in the context of the Holy Year 
for Mercy. The title of the 
Pope’s message is “Migrants 
and Refugees Challenge Us. 
The Response of the Gospel of 
Mercy.” 

In his message, the Pope high-
lighted the various challenges 
both migrants and refugees 
face in leaving their homes, as 
well as difficulties encoun-
tered by the countries who 
receive them. 

He noted how migration today 
is growing at a global level, 
and that the exodus of people 
fleeing their homes challenges 
both individuals and commu-
nities, and can at times upset 
the traditional ways of life and 
the cultural and social hori-
zons of the societies who wel-
come them. 

On the other hand, the Pope 
also noted that migrants are 
increasingly “the victims of 
violence and poverty (who) 
are exploited by human traf-
fickers during their journey 
towards the dream of a better 
future.” 

Even if they survive the jour-
ney, migrants and refugees are 
often faced with “latent suspi-
cions and fear,” as well as a 
lack of clear and practical poli-
cies that provide short or long 

term programs aimed at socie-
tal integration with respect for 
everyone’s rights, he observed. 

Francis said migrants and ref-
ugees are above all brothers 
and sisters in search of a bet-
ter life, far away from hunger, 
violence, poverty and an un-
just distribution of the earth’s 
resources, and ought to be 
viewed as such. 

Migration has become a struc-
tural reality, he said, explain-
ing that our primary concern 
to the crisis ought to be 
providing programs that ad-
dress the root causes of migra-
tion, and the changes it entails. 

“The tragic stories of millions 
of men and women daily con-
front the international commu-
nity as a result of the outbreak 
of unacceptable humanitarian 
crises in different parts of the 
world,” he said. 

 “Indifference and silence lead 
to complicity whenever we 
stand by as people are dying of 
suffocation, starvation, vio-
lence and shipwreck,” he said, 
adding that whether they hap-
pen on a large or small scale, 
“these are always tragedies, 
even when a single human life 
is lost.” 

The Pope said that identity is 
not a secondary question in 
the matter, and noted how 
both those forced to migrate as 
well as the receiving countries 
are often forced to change 
some of their most distinct 
attributes, whether they like it 
or not. 

He questioned how these 
changes can be viewed not as 
obstacles to development, but 
rather “as opportunities for 
genuine human, social and 
spiritual growth, a growth 
which respects and promotes 
those values which make us 
ever more humane.” 

“How can we ensure that inte-
gration will become mutual 
enrichment, open up positive 
perspectives to communities, 
and prevent the danger of dis-
crimination, racism, extreme 
nationalism or xenophobia?” 

As an answer, Francis pointed 
to the biblical emphasis on 
welcoming the stranger, and 
said that in doing so “we open 
our doors to God…in the faces 
of others we see the face of 
Christ himself.” 

While various organizations, 
institutions and movements 
have already made great ef-

forts to welcome incoming 
migrants and refugees, debates 
continue on the conditions and 
limits to be set for receiving 
them, both in the international 
community, and in parishes 
communities, he observed. 

In response to these issues we 
are faced with the question on 
how the Church can imitate 
the example and words of Je-
sus, Pope Francis said, explain-
ing that the answer is “the Gos-
pel is mercy.” 

Mercy, he said, “nourishes and 
strengthens solidarity towards 
others as a necessary response 
to God’s gracious love.” 

 “Concern for fostering good 
relationships with others and 
the ability to overcome preju-
dice and fear are essential in-
gredients for promoting the 
culture of encounter, in which 
we are not only prepared to 
give, but also to receive from 
others.” 

The Pope emphasized that mi-
grants shouldn’t be seen solely 
on the basis of their status as 
regular or irregular, but above 
all as persons with dignity who 
are able to contribute the well-
being of society. 

Migrations, he said, “cannot be 
reduced merely to their politi-
cal and legislative aspects, 
their economic implications 
and the concrete coexistence 
of various cultures in one terri-
tory.” 

Francis assured the Church’s 
closeness to all who work to 
defend the right of each person 
to live in dignity, especially in 
exercising their right not to 
emigrate. 

Processes aimed at helping 
persons to stay in their own 
countries first of all involve 
helping the countries that mi-
grants and refugees are leav-
ing, he said. 

“In any case, it is necessary to 
avert, if possible at the earliest 
stages, the flight of refugees 
and departures as a result of 
poverty, violence and persecu-
tion.” 

Doing this, the Pope noted, will 
demonstrate that cooperation, 
solidarity, international inter-
dependence and the just distri-
bution of the earth’s goods are 
essential for more concrete 
efforts. 

Pope Francis also underlined 

(Continued on page 26) 

In Memoriam 

Narciso “Narcing” Mangahas 

Died peacefully in his sleep September 16, 2015 

Former publisher of the now defunct Philippine Times, he was 82 
years and survived by his four sons, daughter and grandchildren.  

May his soul rest in peace. 

To welcome a migrant is to welcome God 
himself, Pope says 
by Elise Harris 

Filipina beauty queen 
dies of cancer at 25 

MANILA - Filipina beauty queen Rizzini Alexis Gomez, who was 
named the 2012 Miss Tourism International, died Tuesday morn-
ing after a long battle with lung cancer. She was only 25. 

The news was confirmed to ABS-CBN News by Gomez' father, Roel 
Gomez, and Mayenne Vijandre, the public relations officer of local 
beauty pageant organization Mutya ng Pilipinas. 

Gomez, who was even welcomed by President Benigno Aquino III 
in Malacan ang following her win, passed away at around 8:30 a.m. 
at the Cebu Doctors' University Hospital in Cebu City. 

"A Cebuana who ruled the global pageantry scene. A great loss... 
Our deepest sympathy and prayers. Filipinos will always be proud 
of you," a post on the Facebook page of Mutya ng Pilipinas read. 

Gomez found her fame after she bested more than 50 other hope-
fuls in the 2012 edition of the Miss Tourism International beauty 
pageant held in Malaysia. 

The Cebu-native, who is daughter of former PBA player Rhoel 
Gomez, also became the muse of basketball team Alaska Aces dur-
ing the same year. 

Filipina beauty queen Rizzini Alexis Gomez Mutya ng Pilipinas 

Passages 

 

We remember 
 

October 22 marks the first death anniversary of  

Cpl. Nathan Cirillo, the 24-year-old Hamilton  

reservist who was murdered in cold blood while he 

was ceremonially guarding the National War  

Memorial in Ottawa.  May his soul rest in peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November is Remembrance month.  Lest we forget our 

fallen soldiers who faced the ultimate sacrifice while 

serving our country.   
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MUSIC STAND 

 

Thank you to the followers of this page.   
For requests to publish the chords of your favourite OPM songs,  

please continue to email us at wavesnews247@gmail.com. 

"Music is what feelings sound like"  

The Filipino has two 

treasures and two wealths – 

music and faith. 

Our melodies make our 

spirits soar above the 

tragedies of life, our faith 

makes us stand up again 

and again after earthquakes, 

typhoons, and wars. 

 
Luis Antonio Cardinal Tagle  

tells Pope Francis   

Pangarap Lang Kita 

Parokya ni Edgar (featuring  Happee Sy) 

INTRO :  Db – Eb – Fm (2X) 

                 Db – Eb – Ab – Eb/G – Fm - Eb 
                 Db – Ebsus – Ab 
 

VERSE 1 
 
Db   Eb  Fm 
   Mabuti pa sa lotto 
Db      Eb     Fm 
   May pag-asang manalo 
Db  Eb          Ab  Eb/G  Fm  Eb 
   Di tulad sa 'yo 
           Db    Ebsus  Ab 
   Imposible 
 

VERSE 2 
 
Db     Eb    Fm 
   Prinsesa ka 
Db Eb        Fm 
   Ako'y dukha 
Db     Eb Ab Eb/G Fm      Eb 
    Sa TV lang    naman kasi 
Db       Ebsus  Ab 
   May mangyayari 
 

VERSE 3 
 
           Db      Eb   Fm 
   At kahit mahal kita 
       Db  Eb          Fm 
   Wala akong magagawa 
           Db       Eb   Ab Eb/G  Fm Eb 
   Tanggap ko oh aking sinta 
       Db         Ebsus Ab 
   Pangarap lang kita 
 
   Interlude:  Eb  Fsus Gm 
                       Eb  Fsus Bb               
 

VERSE 4 
 
Eb      Fsus      Gm 
   Ang hirap maging babae 
Eb        Fsus Gm 
   Kung torpe yung lalake 
Eb  Fsus      Gm 

   Kahit may gusto ka 
Eb   Fsus   Bb 
   Di mo masabi 
 

VERSE 5 
 
Eb    Fsus Gm 
   Hindi ako yung tipo 
Eb     Fsus Gm  
   Nagbibigay motibo 
Eb    Fsus  Bb  F/A Gm F 
   Conservative ako  kaya  
Eb   Fsus Bb 
   Di maa_ari 
 
(CON’T… Pangarap Lang Kita) 
 

VERSE 6 
 
           Eb     F     Gm 
   At kahit mahal kita 
       Eb   F           Gm 
   Wala akong magagawa 
          Eb         F      Bb F/A Gm F 
   Tanggap ko oh, aking sinta 
       Eb        F        Bb 
   Pangarap lang kita 
 
INTERLUDE:  Eb Fsus Gm 
              Eb F G C6 G 
 

VERSE 7 
 
           D       E       F#m 
   At kahit mahal kita 
        D    E            F#m 
   Wala akong magagawa 
           D          E     A  E/G#  F#m E 
   Tanggap ko oh, aking   sinta 
       D          E        A 
   Pangarap lang kita 
 

VERSE 8 
 
         D        E         F#m 
   Suiran wo hen ai ni 
           D       E   F#m 
   Wo mei fenfa gaosu ni 
         D              E         A E/G# F#m E 
   Wo xin zhong yi you oh,  qin ai 
          D        E        A 
   Danshi shi wo de ai 
 
VERSE 9 
 
        D          E      F#m 
   At kahit mahal kita 
        D    E          F#m 
   Wala akong magagawa 
         D         Eb     A   E/G# - F#m - E 
   Tanggap ko oh, aking sin___ta 
        D         E        A 
   Pangarap lang kita 
        D         E        A 

Ang Huling El Bimbo 

Eraserheads   (Music & Lyrics:  Ely Buendia) 

INTRO:   G - A7 - C - G (2x) 

VERSE 1 

 G (sustain)                 A7     C                             G 
   Kamukha mo si Paraluman nung tayo ay bata pa 
 G                                        A7                        C                     G 
   At ang galing-galing mong sumayaw mapa-boogie man o cha-cha 
                      G     A7                      C                      G 
   Ngunit ang paborito ay ang pagsayaw mo ng El Bimbo 
                   G                   A7                  C         G 
   Nakaka-indak, nakakaaliw, nakakatindig-balahibo 
 Em                        G                     C                   D 
   Pagkagaling sa eskwela ay dideretso na sa inyo 
 Em                   G                      C              D 
   At buong maghapon ay tinuturuan mo ako 
 

CHORUS 

    
              G                  A7                      C                    G 
   Magkahawak ang ating kamay at walang kamalay-malay 
              G                   A7                 C           G 
   Na tinuruan mo ang puso ko na umibig na tunay. 
 

VERSE 2 

        G                                A7                 C                  G 
   Tumitigas ang aking katawan kapag umikot na ang plaka 
   G                               A7                          C                            G 
   Patay sa kembot ng beywang mo at ang pungay ng iyong mga mata 
             G                A7                   C                        G 
   Lumiliwanag ang buhay habang tayo'y magka-akbay 
                  G                       A7                     C                              G 
   At dahan-dahang dumudulas ang kamay ko sa makinis mong braso 
 Em          G                       C                D 
   Sana noon pa man ay sinabi na sa iyo 
 Em                   G               C                     D 
   Kahit hindi na uso ay ito lang ang alam ko 
 
   (Repeat Chorus) 
 
                 G - A7 - C - G 
      la la la la ... 
 

VERSE 3 

 
     G                                   A7 C                         G 
   Lumipas ang maraming taon hindi na tayo nagkita 
  G                                        A7       C                 G 
   Balita ko'y may anak ka na ngunit walang asawa 
          G              A7              C                     G 
   Tagahugas ka raw ng pinggan sa may Ermita 
                    G                A7                          C               G 
   At isang gabi'y nasagasaan sa isang madilim na eskenita 
 Em                 G                   C                  D 
   Lahat ng pangarap ko'y bigla lang natunaw 
 Em                         G              C              D 
   Sa panaginip na lang pala kita maisasayaw 
 
   (Repeat Chorus) 

The legendary ELY BUENDIA (L) with 
JC Quiambao, producer of the very 
successful Toronto show and CEO of 
QCODE.TV 

Proud to be beside one of Toronto’s finest 
and most talented disc jockeys, Ricki Quitay, 
also known as “DJ FLUX”. 

SINGER Mitch Valdes, cofounder of 
the Organisasyon ng Pilipinong Mang
-Aawit (OPM), says she hopes that 
the next chief executive “would have 
the heart to address the current sor-
ry state of the music industry.” “It’s 
so frustrating. Can you imagine that 
the president still has to order the 
citizens to give importance to our 
own music? It’s better than nothing. 
Change has to start somewhere.” 
Marinel R. Cruz/Inquirer 

MUSIC NEWS 



October 2015  26 

 

Waves Filipinos Making News 

 TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

the fact that public opinion 
“needs to be correctly 
formed, not least to prevent 
unwarranted fears and 
speculations detrimental to 
migrants.” 

No one, he said, can claim to 
be indifferent in front of the 
new forms of slavery that 
buy and sell men, women 
and children as forced la-
borers in construction, agri-
culture, fishing or in various 
other markets, as well as 
those who force children to 

fight as soldiers. 

 “Today’s refugees are flee-
ing from these aberrant 
crimes, and they appeal to 
the Church and the human 
community to ensure that, 
in the outstretched hand of 
those who receive them, 
they can see the face of the 
Lord,” the Pope observed. 

He closed his message by 
stressing the importance of 
the Gospel of mercy, and 
entrusted all migrants and 
refugees to the care of Mary 
and St. Joseph, who also ex-
perience “the bitterness” 
CAN  

(Continued from page 24) 

TO WELCOME A MIGRANT … 

An event was held in support of the Liberal Party candidates in the greater Toronto area on Saturday, September 26 at JC’s Banquet Hall in Scarborough.  Filipinos welcomed candi-

dates Omar Alghabra-Mississauga Centre, Ali Ehsassi-Willowdale, Bill Morneau-Toronto Centre, Gary Anandasangaree-Scarborough Rouge Park, Rob Oliphant—Don Valley West, 

Bill Blair-Scarborough Southwest, Marco Mendicino-Eglinton Lawrence, Geng Tan-Don Valley North, Salma Zahid-Scarborough Centre and MP Arnold Chan-Agincourt.  Photo: Ariel 

FILIPINOS FOR LIBERALS 

Federal Liberal Candidates Michael Levitt, and Judy Sgro held a joined Questions and Answers Forum 

at Montecasino Hotel on September 21, 2015. 
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