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WE WILL SURVIVE! 

November is the month of Remembrance.  Lest we forget. 

ABSENT 

No PNoy in Tacloban?  No problem! 

By Waves News staff 

Despite the absence of their presi-
dent, Taclobanons remained upbeat 
as they commemorated and remem-
ber the tragic events of Nov.8, 2013. 

But they did not hide their anger 
and regrets at the apparent snub 
they received from their leader. 

President Noynoy Aquino had made 
a whirlwind visit to devastated are-
as last November 7 but did not 
touch ground in Tacloban city, the 
ground zero of the typhoon that was 
dubbed as one of the world’s most 
powerful storm in memory. 

As he had earlier announced, the 
president said he is skipping 
Tacloban city due to his tight sched-
ules but found time to island hop to 
Guiuan, Samar, Bantayan in Cebu, 
Aklan and Palawan. 

But the flight distance between Gui-
uan, Samar and Tacloban city  is a 
mere 98 kilometers or less than 30 
minutes flying time. 

Had he wanted, the president could 
have made a short side trip and 
boost the morale of the survivors 
and city residents. 

As narrated in the Inquirer, a local 
resident Corazon Alboro said, 
“Maybe he chose to forget us be-

cause of politics. That’s wrong.  
Good leaders don’t do that”, obvi-
ously referring to the old political 
feud between the Marcos/
Romualdez clan on one hand and 
the president’s family, the Aquinos. 

“We survived Yolanda. We can also 
survive without Pnoy,” she said. 

“Mr.Aquino should have set politics 
aside in dealing with the rehabilita-

tion of typhoon stricken areas,” said 
Mark Lester Morano. 

“We will rise where we have fallen; 
we were able to live without Pnoy. 
We will live without him”, he said.— 

PRESENT:  Imelda Marcos, with son, Senator Bongbong Mar-

cos and nephew Tacloban mayor Alfred Romualdez at Tacloban rites on November 8. 

RELATED STORY  
ON PAGE 6 

CANADA WALKS THE TALK  
UNVEILS P825 MILLION "YOLANDA " LIVELIHOOD PROGRAM  
-the complete story launches a new opinion page column by Manila-based veteran journalist Diego “Ding” Franco 
titled WAVES FROM HOME...page 5  

Pnoy skipped Tacloban ‘s for Yolanda first 
anniversary 

PNoy approves P167.9 

Billion Yolanda Master 

Rehab Plan 

Story on page 8 

WE REMEMBER 

UN Pinoy peacekeepers from 
Ebola-hit Liberia return home, 
quarantined on Caballo Island 

The Filipino peacekeepers who returned from Ebola-hit Liberia 
arrive on Caballo Island off Cavite on Thursday, November 13, 
for a 21-day quarantine period that is part of government proto-
col to keep the country free of the dreaded virus. PN-PAO  

Portugal back at FCT 
Bats for new leaders  

Prominent community leader 
Dr.Francisco "Kiko "Portugal is 
back with the Filipino Center of 
Toronto (FCT) after a court-
initiated mediation ordered his 
reinstatement as a full pledged 
member. 

During a short speech at the 
centre's annual general meet-
ing (AGM) Portugal suggested 
"let us choose the course of 
dialogue over expensive litiga-

tion; there is hope, there’s still a 
chance we can rebuild".  In an 
interview with Waves News, he 
likewise made it clear that in 
reclaiming his membership, he 
is not interested in any position 
in the board but stressed there 
is "now a need to give way to 
new leaders within the FCT." 

Portugal also recalled in his 
speech that he stepped down 
as FCT's first president and 
asked Linda Javier (now the 
current president) to "take over 
the helm for the sole purpose of 
uniting with the group of 
Dr.Guillermo de Villa of the San 
Lorenzo Ruiz group who 
shared the same purpose in 
building a centre for our com-
munity". - for related story pls. 

see counterpoint p.4  

Marshal Mcluhan 

fellow 2014 awardee 

Top veteran broadcast journalist Cecilia 
“Cheche” Lazaro of "Probe team" televi-
sion fame has been named as this year's 
marshal Mcluhan fellow or awardee for 
journalistic excellence. 

Lazaro, the eldest daughter of Estefania 
Aldaba Lim, the late secretary of Social 
Services department (now known as the 
department of Social welfare or DSW), 
becomes the 18th fellow to bag the pres-
tigious award named after the world-
renowned Canadian communication and 
media scholar Marshal Mcluhan. 

The award was launched in 1997 to en-
courage responsible journalism in the Phil-
ippines. She will visit Ottawa & Toronto 
this month. 
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Estimated 4-6 million 
turnout at Luneta  
papal mass 

Manila Feedback 

Binay backs out of debate with 
Trillanes 
By Louis Bacani 

MANILA, Nov. 17, 2014—
Between four and six million 
people are expected to at-
tend the Eucharistic celebra-
tion to be presided over by 
Pope Francis at the Quirino 
Grandstand, Luneta on Jan. 
18 next year. 

The said Mass will formally 
conclude the pope’s apostol-
ic visit to the country before 
he heads back to the Vatican 
the following day, Jan. 19. 

According to Ambassador 
Marciano Paynor, a member 
of the papal visit central 
committee, as well as of the 
National Organizing Council 
of the 2015 Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation (APEC), 
the estimate does not in-
clude “curious” people who 
will line up the streets of 
Manila during the papal mo-
torcade and attendees of 
another Mass near the 
Tacloban airport. 
 
Filled streets 
“The estimate is between 

four and six million people 
in Luneta…We are expecting 
streets and roads to be filled 
with people,” Paynor told 
Church-run Radyo Veritas in 
a recent interview. 

This being the case, the for-
mer Philippine ambassador 
to Israel added that one of 
the challenges confronting 
papal visit organizers is the 
crowd that will force its way 
to the pontiff, putting his 
safety at risk in the process. 

Executive Secretary Paquito 
Ochoa had earlier assured 
the Filipino public the Phil-
ippine government is mak-
ing necessary preparations 
to ensure the safety of Pope 
Francis while in the country. 

The most recent papal visit, 
that of Pope St. John Paul II 
in 1995, had attracted 
around five million people—
“the largest papal crowd in 
history”—says the Guinness 
World records. 

Themed “Mercy and Com-

passion”, Pope Francis’s up-
coming apostolic visit to the 
Philippines scheduled on 
Jan. 15 to 19, 2015 is a rare 
event local which Church 
officials predict will give Fil-
ipino Catholics a much-
needed spiritual transfor-
mation. 

Itinerary 
 
The pope’s official Philip-
pine itinerary is as follows: 

• Jan. 15, 2015 

Arrival from Sri Lanka – Vil-
lamor Air Base Motorcade to 
the Apostolic Nunciature – 
Taft Avenue, Manila 

• Jan. 16, 2015 

Welcome Ceremony – 
Malacan an Palace, Manila 
Motorcade to the Cathedral-
Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception (Manila Cathe-
dral); Mass with Bishops, 

Priests, and Religious – Ca-
thedral-Basilica of the Im-
maculate Conception 
(Manila Cathedral); Motor-
cade to the Mall of Asia Are-
na, Pasay Encounter with 
Families – Mall of Asia Are-
na, Pasay 

• Jan. 17, 2015 

Departure for Archdiocese 
of Palo – Villamor Air Base 
Arrival at Tacloban Airport 
Holy Mass – Tacloban Air-
port Lunch with the Poor 
and Survivors of Calamities 
at Gonzagahaus (Residence 
of the Archbishop of Palo) – 
Palo, Leyte Blessing of the 
Pope Francis Center for the 
Poor – Palo, Leyte Meeting 
with the Priests and Reli-
gious at Cathedral of Our 
Lord’s Transfiguration (Palo 
Cathedral) – Palo, Leyte De-
parture for Manila Arrival at 
Manila – Villamor Air Base 

• Jan. 18, 2015 

Brief Meeting with the Reli-
gious Leaders and Encoun-
ter with the Youth – Pontifi-
cal University of Santo To-
mas, Espan a, Manila Motor-
cade to Rizal Park, Manila 
Concluding Mass, Rizal Park, 
Manila 

• Jan. 19, 2015 

Motorcade from the Apos-
tolic Nunciature Departure 
for Rome – Villamor Air 
Base 

Meanwhile, Manila Arch-
bishop Luí s Antonio G. Car-
dinal Tagle invites the faith-
ful to an upcoming Advent 
recollection he is set to give 
on Dec. 7 at Ateneo de Ma-
nila University (AdMU)’s 
Blue Eagles Gym to spiritu-
ally prepare them for the 
apostolic visit. (Raymond A. 
Sebastián) - cbcpnews.com 

(BEIJING, China) President Benigno S. Aquino III greets Canadi-
an Prime Minister Stephen Harper during a bilateral meeting at 
St. Regis Hotel here on Monday (November 10), at the sidelines 
of the 22nd APEC Leaders' Meeting. At the core of Philippine-
Canada relations is the human dimension - the presence of more 
than 682,000 Filipinos in Canada, as they now comprise the 3rd 

largest immigrant community there. (Photo by Gil Nartea / 
Malacañang Photo Bureau) 

PM Harper and President 
Aquino meet at the APEC 
Leaders’ Meeting 

MANILA, Philippines - Vice 
President Jejomar Binay on 
Tuesday backed out of his 
highly anticipated debate 
with Sen. Antonio Trillanes 
IV. 

In an interview with media, 
Binay said he is backing out 
because of the perception 
that he has the upper hand 
in the debate, as claimed by 
Trillanes. 

Binay said he does not want 
to appear as someone who 
will take advantage of Tril-
lanes, who is portraying 
himself as the underdog for 
lacking experience in public 
debates. 

"Hindi na. Ayaw ko na. Dahil 
sa pang-iintriga nito 
(Trillanes)," Binay said in an 
interview with reporters, 
which was later shown on 
television. 

"Ayaw ko naman... ang mag-
ing pagkakakilala ninyo sa 
akin mga kababayan ay 
mapang-api, mapagsaman-
tala," he added. 

Binay said his decision is 
final, which he announced 
during his 72nd birthday 
anniversary at the Navy 
headquarters. 

The Vice President had chal-
lenged Trillanes to the de-

bate, which was supposed 
to take place on November 
27 as scheduled by the Ka-
pisanan ng mga Brodkaster 
ng Pilipinas. 

Trillanes had said that the 
now-cancelled debate will 
be a "mismatch" in favor of 
Binay since he is 30-year 
veteran in Philippine poli-
tics and a human rights law-
yer who is "presumed to be 
a master of argumentation 
and debate." 

Despite Binay's supposed 
advantage, Trillanes had 
been expecting him to call 
off the debate. 

Trillanes has accused Binay 
of profiting from various 
projects in Makati City, in-
cluding an alleged over-
priced parking building. 

He also accused the Vice 
President of using dummies 
to conceal his ill-gotten 
wealth such as a 350-
hectare property in Rosario 
town, Batangas. 

Last week, Binay snubbed 
the Senate Blue Ribbon 
Committee hearing on the 
corruption allegations 
against him.—philstar.com 

Vice President Jejomar Binay (right) was supposed to face off 
with Sen. Sonny Trillanes in a debate this month. OVP | Senate 
PRIB 

Pope Francis will go on a pastoral and state visit to the Philippines 
after his trip to Sri Lanka in mid-January 2015. (Photo: CNA ) 
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THE ULTIMATE INSULT 

Will the words of CNN’s 
(Cable News Network) 
Christiane Amanpour ring 
true when she posed this 
question to President Aqui-
no several days after super-
storm “Yolanda”:  “Let me 
ask you about your respon-
sibility as president. Clearly, 
I don’t know if you agree, 
but the way you respond, 
your government responds, 
to this terrible devastation, 
will probably define your 
presidency …. What do you 
say to that?” 

And she followed it up with, 
“But how many people 
might end up judging you on 
how your government has 
responded?” It was a loaded 
question, no doubt about it, 
but in reality it has become 
very relevant today one 
year after the world’s 
strongest storm brought 
untold loss of lives and de-
struction in the Eastern Vi-
sayas region of the Philip-
pines and other parts. 

Today, thousands are still 
homeless or without any 
permanent shelters despite 
the billions of dollars worth 
of international and local 
aid. 

  One year after the catastro-
phe, President Aquino final-
ly signed and approved in 
October a Comprehensive 
Rehabilitation and Recovery 
Plan (CRRP) allotting a total 
of P169.9 billion or roughly 
$4.5 billion for rehabilita-
tion of the so-called 
“Yolanda corridor” compris-

ing of the 171 cities and mu-
nicipalities destroyed or 
affected by the powerful 
typhoon. 

The CRRP, it is claimed, is 
based on the principle of 
“build back better “ appar-
ently in response to the 
widespread criticisms of the 
slow pace of government 
efforts. 

Even President Aquino him-
self had expressed disap-
pointment or discontent-
ment over the slow tempo 
of rebuilding process in the 
ravaged areas in terms of 
infrastructure,social ser-
vices , resettlements and 
livelihood for the survivors. 

“So am I satisfied? No I wish 
everything that has to be 
done has were done after 
one year . But that might be 
an impossibility”, he said. 

Surely, in the years to come 
and most specially in 2016 , 
Filipinos will themselves 
define what kind of presi-
dent we had in that fateful 
day of November 8, 2013 
and beyond. 

But for Taclobanons, the 
difference lies on a flight 
distance of 97 kilometers 
and less than 30 minutes, 
had President Aquino opted 
to make a side trip from Gui-
uan, Samar to Tacloban 
city ,where he could have 
joined them in remem-
brances, lend his moral sup-
port as the “father of the 
nation” and not perhaps, as 
a political foe of the Romu-
ladezes.∎ 

PNOY’S YOLANDA 
LEGACY 

The people of Tacloban are 
victims twice.  Last year, 
November 8, supertyphoon 
“Yolanda” wrought havoc on 
their city, killing more than 
6,000 persons, and nearly 
obliterating this capital of 
Leyte province from the 
map. 

When Pres.Aquino therefore 
announced he won’t be at-
tending the first year anni-
versary of the “national 
tragedy” in Tacloban, he in-
flicted the ultimate insult to 
these Filipinos who ex-
pected their president, the 
head of state and consid-
ered as the “father of the 
nation” to join them in their 
remembrances, or at least 
assure them that his govern-
ment is doing everything to 
help them rebuild their 
lives. 

Pnoy instead opted to visit 
Guiuan, Samar, Bantayan 
island in Cebu and Palawan 
completely ignoring the fact 
that Tacloban was the 
ground zero of the storm 
and also needed his moral 
support via a presidential 
visit. 

Thus, the people of 
Tacloban became, for the 
second time victims, a 
“collateral damage”, a pawn 
in the political tug of war 
between the Aquinos and 
the Romualdezes. 

The mayor of the city, Alfred 
Romualdez is a nephew of 
the former First lady and 
widow of the dictator Mar-
cos, Imelda Romualdez Mar-
cos and Tacloban is a baili-
wick of her family. 

The mayor was blamed by 
President Pnoy for allegedly 
failing to institute disaster 
preparedness for the city. 

He also had the bad luck of 
engaging in a tiff with secre-

tary Mar Roxas, the pre-
sumptuous presidential bet 
for 2016. 
 

******** 

KISS OF DEATH:  Of the 
dozen Filipino-Canadians 
candidates in the last Octo-
ber municipal elections, on-
ly three emerged victorious.  
Gary Tanuan was re-elected 
in Scarborough, Marlene 
Mogado won for her third 
term while Luz del Rosario 
won for the first time. All of 
them will serve as trustees 
in the Catholic School 
Boards of their respective 
areas. 

As for the others and some 
of them were endorsed by 
that Filipino-Canadian sena-
tor, they were not as lucky 
and lost badly .Could it be 
that the endorsement was a 
“kiss of death?” 

Among the losing candi-
dates, it was only Paulina 
Corpuz who made a strong 
showing. 
 

******** 

FCT to move on?  Dr. Fran-
cisco “Kiko “Portugal is now 
back at the Filipino Center 
of Toronto (FCT) after a 
court-initiated mediation 
ordered his reinstatement 
as  a regular member. 

It took Portugal five long 
years to win back his mem-
bership after he was kicked 
out by the FCT board after 
which a tedious and conten-
tious court battle ensued 
between him and the FCT 
board led by its president, 
Linda Javier. 

It reportedly cost the FCT an 
estimated $400,000 to wage 
this legal battle with Portu-
gal, money with which Por-
tugal said in his Oct.22 

speech before the annual 
general meeting, “could 
have been spent on pro-
grams to benefit our people, 
our community”. 

Portugal also said there’s 
still a chance to “rebuild the 
bridges that once united us 
all”.  
 

******** 

LETS HAVE AN ACCOUNT-
ING:  One year after the 
great deluge of “Yolanda”, 
it’s about time that the vari-
ous community organiza-
tions or individuals do an 
accounting of where the 
money raised went.  The 
public or the community, 
deserve such transparency, 
after all, it’s their hard 
earned money. 
What we are seeing in the 
past few days are all publici-
ty trumpeting their fund 
raising efforts and focusing 
on certain personalities on-
ly. 
And some of these “papogi 
points” photo ops if I may 
say so, tend to create the 
impression that they were 
the only ones who spear-
headed the fund raising for 
typhoon “Yolanda “ .This is 
plain misleading. The Philip-
pine embassy in Ottawa 
sent a press release and a 
series of photos showing the 
usual “fundraisers”. 
There are a lot of people 
and organizations who did 
their part in this “Yolanda” 
campaign effort.  Some of 
them nameless or prefer to 
donate without any fanfare, 
hoopla or without any 
thoughts of acknowledg-
ments.  These are the genu-
ine concerned people and 
not the one who are con-
sistent “grandstanders” and 
“epals”. 

Tenny F. Soriano 

We remember the Maguindanao massacre  

At the site where 57 people were killed Nov 23, 2009.  AAP Photo 
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Diego Franco 

WAVES FROM HOME 

One Year After “Yolanda” 
Canada Walks The Talk 

We are sure you’ve seen and 
read it all. Media have juiced 
everything that can be 
squeezed for the marking of 
the first anniversary of one 
of the most destructive nat-
ural disasters in history that 
battered our country, super 
typhoon Yolanda 
(internationally code-
named Haiyan) which af-
fected the Visayas region in 
a rage that trashed a total of 
171 municipalities and cit-
ies, affected 1,473,251 
familes, claimed thousands 
of lives and rendered thou-
sands more homeless with 
Tacloban City ravaged most 
at the height of the storm 
surge. 

The destruction was so stu-
pefying and the grief so 
heart rending. The national 
and local governments were 
stunned and overwhelmed 
by the colossal task of im-
mediate relief, rescue and 
rehabilitation operations. 
But heartwarming in the 
devastation was the out-
pouring of instant assis-
tance and support from 
countries and non govern-
ment organizations all over 
the world that came and 
camped in all over the areas 
worst hit by the super ty-
phoon. 

A year after, the calamity is 
far from being resolved. The 
country continues to be be-
deviled by the rehabilitation 
and reconstruction efforts 
to uplift the plight of 
Yolanda’s victims. And in 
the observance of the first 
anniversary of the tragedy 
the noise and nastiness of 
politics has taken center 
stage. 

The critical finger pointing, 
blame game and heated 
protests over questionable 
if not scandalous relief op-
erations and aid delivery 
and the implementation 
process of rehabilitation 
and reconstruction by the 
government became top 
stories. President Benigno 
Aquino’s skipping visit to 
Tacloban for the anniver-

sary became a much debat-
ed topic and hottest at the 
moment is Presidential As-
sistant for Recovery and 
Rehabilitation Senator Pan-
filo Lacson and Tacloban 
City Mayor Alfred 
Romualdez trading barbed 
charges and countercharges 
on recovery issues. 

The scheduled debate on 
November 27 between Vice 
President Jejomar Binay and 
Senator Antonio Trillianes 
III awaited by many attuned 
to the other political clash 
now showing in the Senate 
was doused when the VP 
suddenly opted out to focus 
his concerns on Yolanda 
rehabilitation and recovery 
agenda as the reason for 
cancelling. 

Yes, back home, the political 
waves are too turbulent to 
overshadow the observance 
of the first anniversary of 
Yolanda which we Filipinos 
should have geared our-
selves to a “grateful mode”. 
Instead of politics, we 
should have risen up to the 
occasion by giving tribute 
not only to the resiliency of 
our people but to the gener-
osity of countries and local 
and international non-
government organizations 
that came forth to our aid 
and poured their support in 
cash and in kind for the vic-
tims of Yolanda at the time 
we needed it most, and who 
continues to pledge their 
assistance in the still on-
going rehabilitation and re-
covery efforts for those who 
survived the catastrophe. 

We found on the inside of 
the pages of the Phillippine 
STAR (People & Events, 
page B-11, Nov. 12 issue) 
this item that inspired us for 
this piece: Canada launches 
P825M Yolanda livelihood 
program. 

One of the many countries 
that instantly responded to 
help the Philippines after 
the typhoon struck, Canada 
was at the frontline of 
providing humanitarian ser-
vices to meet the immediate 
and early relief and recov-
ery needs of the affected 

people in the Visayas re-
gion. 

One year after the tragic 
incident, Canada launched 
the Typhoon Haiyan Recon-
struction Assistance Call for 
Proposals in Ottawa intend-
ed for the restoration of the 
livelihood of the victims in 
the Philippines. 

The rehabilitation plan 
which amounts to CND$ 
20.6 million (P825 million) 
forms part of the Typhoon 
Yolanda Relief Fund 
through which the Canadian 
government matched the 
$85 million eligible dona-
tions made by individual 
Canadians and will be im-
plemented in the next four 
years. 

The announcement was 
made by Canadian Ambas-
sador to the Philippines Neil 
Reeds on the occasion 
marking the first anniver-
sary of Typhoon Yolanda 
where he  stressed that his 
country’s “relationship with 
the Philippines and the Fili-
pino-Canadian community 
is long standing and strong.” 
And in the observance, Can-
ada “pays tribute to the re-
silience of the people of the 
Philippines affected by the 
storm, the work of our part-
ners and the generosity of 
Canadians.” 

Open to Canadian organiza-
tions legally incorporated in 
Canada with at least five 
years of experience in man-
aging and delivering post-
disaster livelihood pro-
gramming, the call for pro-
posals must address the Ca-
nadian government’s “three 
crosscutting themes on in-
creasing environmental sus-
tainability, advancing equal-
ity between women and 
men and helping strengthen 
governance”. 

Priority projects that will be 
funded under this Canadian 
initiative must focus on im-
proving the economic well 
being of women, men, girls 
and boys affected by Yolan-
da, ensuring increased par-

(Continued on page 9) 

We are truly delighted and grateful for this opportunity to 
be a part of this publication that bonds Filipinos together 
in a place they chose to achieve their best against all odds 
and be able to pursue their dreams for their own and for 
the sake of the families they left behind but still belong to 
here in their one and only home, the Philippines. 

We are likewise thrilled and excited to reach out to our 
“kababayans” in Canada as we share not only the height-
ened pulse, the heartbeat and the rhythm of everyday life 
back here on our islands by straightforward reporting of 
events, issues and concerns that affect our moods, thinking, 
diversified expectations and collective yearning for nation-
al good in a country challenged and still trying to find a 
common thread of identity amidst the unbroken proces-
sion of social, economic and political problems, the harsh 
grind of reality and elusive dreams in the  continuous pro-
cess of change. 

Aware that our compatriots already socio-economically 
and culturally settled, rooted in and comfortably adapted 
to the Canadian nuances and lifestyles thereat are very 
much into what’s going on here at home and updated with 
developments shaping our present and future senses of be-
ing, thanks to the communications technology from Filipi-
no cable channels available at the flick of TV remote con-
trols to social media via PCs, laptops, mobile phones and 
yes, Facebook, we will not stoke the fire in the seeming 
conflagration and confusion right now by our re-telling of 
local stories, nor attempt to analyze, “opinionate” about 
and color unfolding social and political “teleseryes” dished 
out by our dynamic and liberated press, but maintain ra-
ther an independent yet peaceful stand in how we see and 
relate things as they happen. 

Waves From Home will simply see, hear and feel events 
and the issues and simply tell the stories behind the news 
as they unravel and connect them to you from our shores 
to yours. We will never be noisy and nasty or else, we’d ra-
ther call our piece Tsunamis From Home. 

And here goes our maiden unfolding. 
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DOH employees remember Flavier as 
inspirational leader, ‘small giant’  

For digital copies of  WAVES news visit 
www.filipinosmakingwaves.com 

F0R ADS, please call 647 718.1360  

MANILA, Philippines — “We 
have difficulty letting go. But 
with so much love and affec-
tion for Dad, it’s easy to lose 
the sadness and join you in 
your celebration and appre-
ciation of the wonderful life 
that he has lived,” Dr. Jondi 
Flavier, son of former Sen. 
Juan Flavier, said in the nec-
rological service held on 
Tuesday at the Department 
of Health (DOH) convention 
hall in Manila. 

Participants of the Doctors 
to the Barrios Program 
closed the service with a 
song after Flavier’s staff 
members at the DOH deliv-
ered eulogies about the for-
mer health secretary’s lega-
cy. 

“It is with the presence of 
people like you that we are 
able to let go and allow him 
to go home to God,” Jondi 
said. 

When Flavier was appointed 
health secretary in 1992, he 
visited the regional offices 
“to rally the devolved health 
personnel to work in lock-
step with the DOH” and 
coined the action phrase 
“let’s DOH it,” former head 
executive assistant Susan 
Mercado said. 

Flavier selected 25 existing 
programs to be launched in 
1993 but because it didn’t 
rhyme, he said, “Let’s just 
select 23, so that we can say 
’23 in 93,’” Mercado recalled. 

These programs included the 
Yosi Kadiri (smoking), the 
Oplan Alis Disease (polio im-
munization), Pusong Pinoy 
(highblood pressure), HIV 
awareness, family planning 
and Doctors to the Barrios. 

“He was a communicator 
and needed no prepared 
speech. He said, ‘Susy, if you 
give me anything longer 
than one page, I will not read 
it.’ I just made bullets and 
from there he would weave 
stories, jokes and health mes-
sages,” Mercado said. 

“The public health issues he 
chose to be most vocal about 
were not easy, and it did not 
take long for his detractors 
to come out openly against 
his campaigns on family 
planning, condom use and 
tobacco control,” Mercado 
said. 

“He could have played it safe 
but he didn’t. He hated hy-
pocrisy and pretense. He 
stood tall against some of 
the biggest interests and in-
stitutions in the country,” 
Mercado said. 

Former executive assistant 
Ramon Navarra Jr. recalled 
how the Church actively 
campaigned against Flavier 
but he still landed in the fifth 
spot of the senatorial race in 
1995. 

In the Senate, Flavier 
“strived not to be the best, 
but the most useful senator.” 
He authored the Traditional 

and Alternative Medicine 
Act, Poverty Alleviation Act, 
Clean Air Act, Indigenous 
People’s Rights Act, Philip-
pine Nursing Act, among oth-
er pieces of legislation. 

He also attended all Senate 
sessions and committee 
hearings, earning him the 
moniker “Mr. Quorum.” Na-
varra said that Flavier’s at-
tendance numbered to a 
thousand while the next sen-
ator had about 400. 

“He had no bodyguards. He 
said the Filipino people were 
his bodyguards. And if the 
people can’t protect him, no-
body can,” Navarra said. 

Acting Health Secretary 
Janette Garin said Flavier 
remained joyful despite the 
challenges of handling the 
department and taking care 
of the health of every Filipino 
because “he wanted to in-
spire us, to mask the prob-
lems and lead by example by 
coming out smiling but made 
sure every problem was 
solved along the way.” 

Former executive assistant 
Michael Felipe Mercado said 
that more than missing Fla-
vier, the Filipino people 
would miss those “few shin-
ing moments in history … 
when guns of rebellion and 
insurgency fell silent so Fili-
pino children can be vac-
cinated.” 

Health Secretary Enrique 
Ona, who was on leave, also 
delivered a eulogy. “Johnny 
set the standards so high. 
We, in public health, are all 
pygmies as we stand on the 
shoulder of a small giant,” 
Ona said. ∎ 

Juan Flavier.  INQUIRER FILE 
PHOTO 

Community of tents 
By Manila Standard Today   

A year after the world’s 
strongest typhoon wreaked 
havoc on Tacloban City and 
the rest of Eastern Visayas, 
President Aquino and his 
Cabinet still cannot face the 
truth, or even admit the 
enormity of the task of re-
building ravaged villages. 

Survivors of super typhoon 
Yolanda have every right to 
be angry with this govern-
ment, after  Social Welfare 
Secretary Corazon Soliman 
declared all the refugees 
displaced by Yolanda had 
been moved out of tent cit-
ies and evacuation centers 
to temporary shelters. 

A coalition of storm survi-
vors quickly dismissed Soli-
man’s claim as a lie. A resi-
dent of Barangay San Jose 
in Tacloban City dared Soli-
man to visit the village to 
find out the real situation. A 
photo taken on the same 
day Soliman uttered the 
prevarication, meanwhile, 
showed San Jose residents 
milling around their com-
munity of tents on what 
appears to be a sandy area 
near the coastline. 

Communications Secretary 
Herminio Coloma attempt-
ed to corroborate Soliman’s 
statement, when he said all 
survivors were assisted in 
their transfer to temporary 

shelters “in as much as hu-
manly possible.” 

The Aquino government 
clearly does not have both 
feet on the ground on its 
assessment of the Yolanda 
aftermath. The Philippine 
Red Cross was more cir-
cumspect in its observation. 
Some form of recovery is 
under way, says the Red 
Cross, “but there are still 
humanitarian needs on the 
ground and we are working 
across 400 communities to 
ensure people get the sup-
port they need to rebuild 
their lives.” 

The rebuilding process is 
also off to a snail’s pace. It 
has fallen behind schedule 
amid problems in finding 
new land that is safe and 
suitable for 205,000 new 
homes. It even took Presi-
dent Aquino and his Cabi-
net nearly one year before 
approving a master rehabil-
itation plan. 

The rehabilitation of 
Tacloban and rest of East-
ern Visayas undoubtedly 
will take a longer time be-
cause of the wide destruc-
tion and many livelihoods 
were lost. But the recovery 
of survivors will be less 
painful if the government 
faces the problem with 
more candor.∎ 

Canada no longer requires caregivers to 
live with employers   By Marieton Pacheco , ABS-CBN North America Bureau          

VANCOUVER – The much await-
ed reforms to the Live-in Care-
giver Program are out. 

Immigration Minister Chris Al-
exander announced an end to 
the live-in requirement, making 
it optional for caregivers and 
their employers. 

"That’s an end to the live-in 
requirement which among oth-
er benefits will help ensure that 
caregivers are better protected 
against abuse," Alexander said 
to applause from the crowd. 

In the past, some live-in care-
givers were forced to work 
overtime without pay, or do 
other jobs outside of child care. 

The new pathways to perma-
nent residency were also an-
nounced. 

Government officials say this 
will cut down the processing 

time from three years to six 
months. 

“One pathway for childcare pro-
viders and another pathway for 
those supporting individuals of 
high medical needs,” said Alex-
ander. 

The faster processing time 
comes as government solves a 
huge backlog for applications 
under the caregiver program. 

But there’s a catch. 

The new program will put a cap 
on the number of applicants for 
permanent residency, from un-
limited to just 5,500 per year. 

Caregiver groups are not 
pleased. 

“Pag ang cap nila ay 2,750 per 
year, ibig sabihin niyan, not 
everyone will be able to apply 
for landed status,” said Jane 
Ordinario, of Migrante BC. “So 

it’s really moving into contrac-
tual or guest worker ang 
lumalabas niyan plus the 
heightening of these require-
ments so mas mahirap na nga-
yon.” 

“Certainly, we know that the 
government has raised both 
language and educational re-
quirements,” said Ali Li Lim, 
Executive Director of West 
Coast Domestic Workers Asso-
ciation, “and with anything, 
whenever we talk about in-
creased eligibility require-
ments, we’re talking about also 
the effect will be limiting access 
for certain people.” 

What they want is permanent 
status upon arrival for caregiv-
ers in Canada. 

The government starts the two 
new pathways for caregivers by 
November 30. ∎ 
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Talakayan Radyo personalities and 
guests (L-R) Joe Damasco, Nelson 
Galvez, Karen Tan,  Radio broadcast 
guests Rafael Nebres, president of 
Bicol Canada Community Associa-
tion and Tony A. San Juan, a TDSB 
teacher, with co-anchors May 
Cabrias, Bobby Achacon and pro-
ducer/host Jess Cabrias.  Talakayan 
Radyo , Toronto's pioneering and 
popular FilCan radio broadcaster, is 
aired every Saturday via station 
1430 AM by Fairchild Radio Net-
work in Richmond Hill, Ontario  

Rafael 
“PAENG” 
Nebres 

From your friends at  
 

WAVES NEWS 

& 
FILIPINOS MAKING WAVES  

FESTIVAL & PARADE 
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NOVEMBER:  A MONTH OF REMEMBRANCE 

The passing of those we love emphasizes the reality that everyone’s human journey is moving forward. We are never 

fixed in any temporal moment. Time will always give way to the next instant. -Sister Margaret Dorgan, DCM  

ALKFI bares plan on P1B Yolanda aid 

ABS-CBN PAYS TRIBUTE TO DONORS 
WHO HELPED YOLANDA SURVIVORS 
ABS-CBN chairman Eugenio 
“Gabby” Lopez III, president 
and CEO Charo Santos-
Concio, and ABS-CBN Ling-
kod Kapamilya Foundation 
Inc. (ALKFI) chairperson 
Regina “Gina” Lopez gave 
heartfelt thanks to the do-
nors, who entrusted their 
money with ALKFI to help 
the Typhoon Yolanda survi-
vors. 

“Your contributions saved 
many lives and planted a 
new beginning,” said Gabby 
Lopez in the thanksgiving 
video plug aired on Friday 
(Nov 7), a year after Ty-
phoon Yolanda made land-
fall in the Philippines. 

“We are sending you our 
sincere gratitude for your 
help, compassion, and pray-
ers. On behalf of the survi-
vors of Yolanda, Bohol 
earthquake, and Zamboanga 
siege, thank you. Ang babait 
po ninyo,” added Santos-
Concio. 

Gina Lopez, on the other 
hand, reported how ALKFI 
used the donations, which 
amounted to more than P1 
billion in cash and in kind. 
According to her, the funds 

went to relief operations 
(P2.64 million) and were 
allocated to education pro-
grams and building of class-
rooms (P184 million), hous-
ing projects (P225 million), 
and livelihood (P338 mil-
lion). 

Aside from the areas the 
government has assigned to 
ABS-CBN for long-term re-
habilitation projects --- 
Dulag, Marabut, and Sta.Rita 
in Leyte, and Basey in Sa-
mar, relief assistance also 
reached other provinces 
such as Bohol, Cebu, Biliran, 
Antique, Aklan, Oriental 
Mindoro, Iloilo, Masbate, 
Capiz, Palawan, and other 
areas of Samar and Leyte. 

Meanwhile, in commemora-
tion of the anniversary of 
Typhoon Yolanda, DZMM 
brought its Teaching, Learn-
ing, and Caring (TLC) clinic 
and classroom-on-wheels to 
Mayorga and Pastrana in 
Leyte last Friday (Nov 7) 
and Saturday (Nov 8). Al-
most 2,000 residents bene-
fitted from the feeding pro-
gram, free medical service, 
distribution of free reading 
glasses, and more. News 
anchor Bernadette Sembra-
no led the storytelling for 
the children. 

For more updates and to keep 
track on the rehabilitation 

projects of ALKFI for Yolanda 
survivors, log-on to http://
tulongph.abs-cbnnews.com.  

MANILA, Philippines - Presi-
dent Aquino approved on 
Wednesday the P167.9-
billion Comprehensive Re-
habilitation and Recovery 
Plan (CRRP), solidifying the 
government’s commitment 
to rebuild areas in Eastern 
Visayas devastated by Super 
Typhoon Yolanda last year. 

In a statement, Presidential 
Communications Operations 
Office Secretary Herminio 
Coloma Jr. said yesterday 
the CRRP was recommended 
by former senator Panfilo 
Lacson, Presidential Assis-
tant for Rehabilitation and 
Recovery, and endorsed by 
the National Economic and 
Development Authority. 

The 8,000-page CRRP out-
lines the government’s com-
mitment to implement over 
25,000 specific rehabilita-
tion and recovery plans and 
programs and activities. 

Coloma said the plan was 
envisioned to facilitate the 
recovery of the 171 affected 
cities and municipalities in 
14 provinces and six regions 

known as the “Yolanda cor-
ridor,” based on the “build-
back-better” principle. 

The recovery plan focuses 
on long-term and sustaina-
ble efforts to reduce vulner-
abilities and strengthen the 
capacities of communities to 
cope with future hazard 
events, he added. 

The rebuilding efforts re-
quire a total amount of 
P167.9 billion aimed at re-
storing infrastructure, set-
tlements and basic commu-
nity facilities, livelihood and 
the resilience of vulnerable 
communities, Coloma said. 

The P167.9 billion is broken 
down into P35.1 billion for 
infrastructure; P26.4 billion 
for social services; P75.7 
billion for resettlement; and 
P30.6 billion for livelihood. 

According to the Office of 
the Executive Secretary, the 
Department of Budget and 
Management (DBM) has re-
leased P51.98 billion from 
November 2013 to the pre-
sent, sourced from the na-

tional budget as authorized 
by the General Appropria-
tions Act for the rehabilita-
tion plan. 

One of the main challenges 
in rehabilitating Yolanda-
affected areas is the identifi-
cation of lands where the 
National Housing Authority 
can build permanent resi-
dences for the survivors. 

“We have the funds for that. 
Again, the issue here is al-
ways on the local govern-
ment side. They have to 
identify the land where to 
build all these permanent 
housing structures. Again, 
because of the storm surge 

issue affecting that area, we 
have to make sure that they 
will not be hit and also to 
make sure also that the 
housing structures can with-
stand a Yolanda-strength 
typhoon,” presidential 
spokesman Edwin Lacierda 
said in a press briefing. 

Lacson earlier said the gov-
ernment was aiming to com-
plete about 85 to 90 percent 
of the rehabilitation of areas 
devastated by the typhoon 
before the end of President 
Aquino’s term in 2016. 

Lacson said construction 
activities in Eastern Visayas 
cities and towns damaged 
by Yolanda were expected to 
scale up based on the mas-
ter plan that the President 
would approve. 

He said a total of 18,400 re-
habilitation projects are be-
ing undertaken in the devas-
tated areas with the recom-
mended budget of P167 bil-
lion. 

He assured the people that 
the budget could be moni-

tored through the website 
his office created to promote 
transparency and monitor-
ing of all the projects in the 
Yolanda-stricken areas. 

President Aquino tapped 
Lacson to “act as the over-all 
manager and coordinator of 
rehabilitation, recovery and 
reconstruction efforts of 
government departments, 
agencies and instrumentali-
ties” in Yolanda-hit areas 
including Samar, Leyte, Ne-
gros, Cebu, Bohol, Capiz, Ak-
lan, Antique, Iloilo and Pala-
wan. 

Last week, Aquino said the 
master plan in a general as-
pect had been approved but 
“I want to deliver everything 
that has to be delivered as 
quickly as possible” and 
thus he asked for specifics – 
the time frame of a project 
to be undertaken, the bene-
ficiaries and the costing. – 
With Mayen Jaymalin, Cecille 
Suerte Felipe—philstar.com 

Noy finally approves P167.9-B Yolanda rehab plan 
By Aurea Calic  

Panfilo Lacson 

Filipinos helping Filipinos 

Yolanda survivors 
adopted and housed in 
Rosario Cavite 

Eighty-eight families were 
temporarily sheltered in ni-
pa huts at the town of Ro-
sario, Cavite.  They will have 
permanent houses built for 
them next year.   

As they marked the 1st year 
anniversary of the devastat-
ing typhoon, Yolanda, the 
survivors gathered by the 
seashore and threw white 
flowers – a gesture of com-
passion to the less fortunate 
victims of the calamity that 
wiped out a whole town and 
claimed lives of thousands 
and displaced many families. 

In an interview by ABS CBN, 
Rosario Mayor Jose 
Ricafrente affirmed the 
adopted families that per-
manent housing will be built 
not only for them but as well 

as, the less fortunate resi-
dents of the town.  A total of 
10 lots will be dedicated to 
this project.  

The mayor spoke to the fam-
ilies and also unveiled the 
livelihood project that is in-
tended to help rebuild their 
lives.  - Waves News with 
Jeck Batallones. TV Patrol 

Mayor Jose Ricafrente 

http://tulongph.abs-cbnnews.com/
http://tulongph.abs-cbnnews.com/
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House passes bill mandating 
teaching of Moro culture in 
college 
DJ Yap 

MANILA, Philippines — The 
House of Representatives 
has unanimously approved 
on final reading a bill man-
dating the teaching of Moro 
history, culture and identity 
in college. 
House Bill 4832, or the pro-
posed “Moro History, Cul-
ture and Identity Studies 
Act,” will require all tertiary 
schools to offer an elective 
subject on the history and 
cultural heritage of the Mo-
ro people, according to the 
author, Deputy House 
Speaker Pangalian Balin-
dong. 
He said the elective should 
highlight the positive rela-
tions between Muslims and 

Christians, “including 
shared origins and other 
points of commonality even 
before the arrival of Islam 
and Christianity.” 
“While Filipino and Muslim 
cultures may have differ-
ences, it is a fact that they 
are bound by a common 
heritage, the land they call 
Philippines, and they have a 
lot in common, on top of 
which, is the clamor for 
peace,” said Balindong, a 
representative of Lanao del 
Sur. 
Under the bill, the agencies 
concerned shall consult ex-
perts on Moro history, cul-
ture and identity, as well as 
resource persons on the 
Mindanao peace process 
and the Muslim-Christian 
dialogue in the formulation 
and creation of the course, 
including the writing and 
publication of textbooks and 
reading materials. 
The proposed elective will 
incorporate the understand-
ing of the “Mindanao prob-
lem” and the “Moro prob-
lem” as well as the roots of 
the conflict and its impact 
on the rest of the country, 

Balindong said in an explan-
atory note. 
It will pay appropriate at-
tention to the history of the 
Muslims and the apprecia-
tion of various cultures and 
ethnic identities, he said. 
The elective should also 
highlight the specific char-
acter of Mindanao as an is-
land shared by three peo-
ples: Muslims, Christians 
and the lumad, or indige-
nous tribes, he added. 
Balindong said the inclusion 
of the Mindanao peace pro-
cess in the elective would 
address both the “structural 
roots of the Mindanao con-
flict and the deep social, cul-
tural and religious diver-
gences, which should not be 
disregarded but respected.” 
“The people-to-people inter-
actions and dialogues 
should help foster im-
portant basic values respect, 
honesty, sincerity, patience, 
generosity, trust, prudence 
and love, among others,” he 
said. 
—Philippine Daily Inquirer 

Representative Pangalian Balin-
dong  (congress.gov.ph photo) 

ticipation of affected women 
and men in sustainable and 
resilient economic activities 
and improved access to fi-
nancial and business devel-
opment services for micro-
businesses, small and medi-
um-sized enterprises in 
communities affected by the 
typhoon particularly those 
owned and operated by 
women. 

We are sharing this news 
because this is a welcome 
“relief” in the political tur-
bulence that fills the air 
here at home. In our ob-
servance of  Yolanda’s 
wrath we are seeing bitter, 
angry and impatient victims 
who, after one year are still 
victims caught in the trage-
dy of bellicose politics para-
lyzing the right course of 
recovery and rehabilitation 
that should have been 
smoothly rolling and liber-
ating those affected by the 
storm from their misery. 

The Office of Presidential 
Assistant for Recovery and 
Rehabilitation (OPARR) 
headed by Senator Lacson 
has allotted P167 billion for 
the Comprehensive Rehabil-
itation and Recovery Plan 
for the Visayas region which 
will be implemented in the 
next four years. The Yolan-

da Rehabilitation Fund ac-
cording to Malacanang has 
reached P200 billion, 
P199.48 billion of which 
came from loans, grants and 
international donations. 

So we have the Plan, the 
funds for the implementa-
tion are there. Now, when 
do we stop hearing the po-
litical noises and nastiness, 
the criticisms and counter-
criticisms and start seeing 
recovery and rehabilitation 
for Yolanda survivors really 
working and zooming 
ahead? Where will the sur-
vivors be on the second an-
niversary? On the third? 

The United Nations Office 
for Disaster Risk Reduction 
noted that relocation is the 
main problem and ex-
pressed concern over the 
slow relocation of the ty-
phoon’s surviving victims 
who claim of far too slow 
rebuilding process. Other 
problems include social ser-
vices and protection and 
livelihood so that survivors 
who are poor can rise from 
their fate. 

Canada has shown where its 
heart is. It has not given up 
on the Philippines and the 
victims of Yolanda but 
“walks the talk” and contin-
ues to sustain its support to 
help Filipinos build better 
future for themselves and 
their country. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Waves from Home ~~~ 

(Continued on page 21) 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/dj-yap
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Fright Night beauties from North America 

 

Filipino Centre Toronto’s Miss Paraluman 2014. Photo by Ted Diaz. 

Angello Abesamis from 

Dallas, Texas De Juan children from Toronto Carlos  with friends from Chicago Myrna from Scarborough 

Camille Borabo celebrated her 18th birthday with a party recently 
hosted by her family at the Ellas Banquet Hall (BACK L-R):   Lolo Ern-
ing Morales, Lola Helen Morales, Lola Vita Borabo, Alex Borabo , Rose 
Borabo, Joseph Borabo, Sarah Borabo, Tita Flory Morales, Tito Ed 
Morales. (FRONT L-R):   Lola Romana Morales, David Borabo and 
birthday celebrant Camille Borabo. (ST. JAMESTOWN NEWS SERVICE, 
ROMEO AYSON ZETAZATE 

PH Diplomat honors Chief Blair 

and Wilcox at the Town Hall Mtg 

PH Consul Gen. Junever Mahi-
lum-West handed certificates 
of appreciation to Police Chief 
William Blair and Staff Supt. 
Jane Wilcox at the town hall 
meeting with the Asia Pacific 
Community Consultative Com-
mittee and Ethnic Media.  
Photos by Romy Marquez 

Pinoy Radio’s Von Canton with Citizenship and Immigration Minis-
ter Chris Alexander at the radio station. 
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Congratulations to re-elected School 
Trustees Mogado and Tanuan   

3-peat.  Marlene Mogado won the elec-
tion for the third time and is back as 
school trustee for the Markham City Area 
2 , York Catholic District Board 

2-peat.  Garry Tanuan  was re-elected 
as Toronto Catholic  School trustee for 
Ward 8. 

Mina Damian Bote is 60! 

Mga alon ng kagandahan.  Mina Damian Bote (centre) celebrated her birthday last Nov 
6 with friends and relatives.  Among her best friends are Tess Cusipag (L), publisher of 
Balita and Ores Ting, community leader.  Mina and Ores are both Chemistry graduates 
of Silliman University.   

ADP & ESC of UE get together  

Initial meeting to plan 2016 grand reunion of Alpha Delta Phi Sorority & Epsilon Sigma Chi Fraternity of the University of the East . In photo are:  Ludy  & Tony Fonta-
nilla, Myrna & Tenny Soriano,  Jaime &  Ester Lim ,  Max Montecillo & Albert Ibarra, Flor Garcia Magno, Nitz Cardenas Mata, Vicky Sanchez Antiga. & Titus Diaz. 

Toronto Maharlika Lions Club 
welcomes its newest members 
 
An induction ceremony held on Nov 15 to officially welcome Lion 
Analyn Bolano, Lion Cornelia Cuartero, Lion Judylin Co and Lion Mar-
lon Co. as the club’s newest members.   The  new members were 
sworn in by PDG Lion Teddy Boyce.    The Officers, directors and mem-
bers, headed by TMLC president Alex P. Castro, 1st VP Gerard Tala-
vera ,Treasurer Joe Roblo, and Secretary Ferdie Coronel were present 
to welcome them.  

REEL ASIAN FESTIVAL 2014 Meet & Greet 

Kristine Estorninos (L), head of Programming for the Toronto Real Asian International 
Film Festival poses next to Ryan Moore, director for the featured movie, “Manny”.   
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It all begun in August of 2013. The 
husband and wife team of Bobby 
Asuncion and Farida Asuncion intro-
duced to their long-time customers a 
new dining experience that was then 
the growing craze in the Philippines, 
the "Boodle fight". 

It is nothing but the old-fashioned 
and traditional way of eating Filipi-
no style with bare hands sans the 
basic spoon and fork and the usual 
plates. 

Soon, Boodle fight spread like wild-
fire in their Missassauga resto called 
“Quiapo! Quiapo!”. 

Their daughter Sunshine, to add a 
local touch, Filipinized the name and 
voila "Budol fight "became a trade-
mark of their restaurant. 

The popularity of this eating style 
(also referred to as kamayan style) 
caught the imaginations of other Fil-
ipino restaurant and eateries locat-
ed in Toronto. They, too have their 
own versions. 

Basically, boodle fight's origin, as 
stories would have it, came from the 
military where officers and enlisted 
men share a food spread over clus-
ter of banana leaves and each partic-
ipant try to out-eat each other with 
as many food they could partake. 
The idea was to promote equality 
and brotherhood among the soldiers 
and their superior officers with no 
regards to ranks or position. 

The former president Fidel V. Ra-
mos, himself an ex-chief of staff, 
popularized the "Boodle fight" dur-

ing his time endearing him to his 
men. 

During his birthday each year, he 
would parachute jump and at one 
time carrying a whole lechon and 
land in the middle of a military camp 
where the soldiers await him to 
share a birthday boodle fight meal. 

Quiapo! Quiapo! has a boodle fight 
meal version of this with a real or-
der of lechon (every Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday) minus the para-
chute jump, of course. 

In the provinces, especially in 
coastal areas, this is de rigeur for 
reasons of economy and conven-
ience whenever there are picnics, 
outings at the beach, or any other 
outdoor celebrations.∎ 

QUIAPO! QUIAPO!   THE PIONEER OF 
“BUDOL FIGHT” IN TORONTO   

Photo shows the preparation for a "boodle fight " meal and the table spread 

or choices such as meat or seafood.  Photos:  Ino Sanchez and QQ file 

CEBU-style LECHON 

AT QUIAPO! QUIAPO! 

PHOTO SOURCE:  Quiapo! Quiapo! PHOTO SOURCE:  Quiapo! Quiapo! 

By Tenny F. Soriano 

It was 40 years ago when Sanrio, a 
Japanese company that designs, li-
censes and produces products fo-
cusing on the kawaii (cute) segment 

of Japanese popular culture,  intro-
duced Hello Kitty to the world.  And 
her popularity spread like wildfire.  
Four decades later,  it is a 7 billion 

Waves’ Teresa Torralba cannot resist  hugging a mountain full of  iconic Hello Kitty 
stuffed toys displayed in a store in Chicago.  Hello Kitty  just turned 40 on November 1, 
2014.  Photo by Waves News   

HELLO KITTY is 40  dollar a year business! 

To celebrate Hello Kitty’s birthday, 
the first-ever official Hello Kitty 
Convention was held at The Geffen 
Contemporary at MOCA (Museum 
of Contemporary Art) in Los Ange-
les, CA from October 30 to Novem-
ber 2, 2014.   

This unique four-day event invited 
Hello Kitty fans from around the 
world to come together to cele-
brate all things Hello Kitty! A sold-
out crowd of 25,000 attended the 
event.  

It is amazing how this cute stuffed 
kitten (some reports claim HK is 
not a cat) can have so many fans .  
When the first productions of Hello 
Kitty came out,  every female kid, 
teenager wanted to have one.   

Most people must have thought 
that it was just a fad that will fade 
away.  But no, it continued to at-
tract the youth of generations that 
followed, while their moms remain 
loyal to their “friend.” 

One thing unique about this cute 
world icon, is that Hello Kitty 
doesn’t have a mouth, the absence 
of it is not noticeable perhaps be-
cause of the long side whiskers that 
makes it appear that she is smiling.  

Did not do enough research if not 
having a mouth  was originally in-
tended, an initial design flaw or a  
manufacturer reject.  But this has 
added character to Hello Kitty. 

The mouthless feline was created 
40 years ago to inspire happiness, 
friendship, and sharing across the 
world. Since her first appearance 
on a coin purse in 1974, she has 
become a global phenomenon and 
friend to millions.  

As Hello Kitty always says, "You 
can never have too many friends." 

Her fans from forty years ago have 
aged.  My tita’s, who have become 
lola’s .included. But not their Hello 
Kitty.  After 40 years, Hello Kitty 
has not lost the cuteness.  She re-
mains cuddly and adorable.    

I don’t see her character fading at 
all.  She will continue to befriend 
generations to come.     

Hats off to Sanrio, the creator of 
this 7 billion dollar a year charac-
ter.   

Belated Happy Birthday to one of 
my cutie boss’s BFF—Hello Kitty!∎ 

By Mon Torralba 
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2014 Mister and Miss Philippines-Hamilton Pageant winners 

Photos by  
Brett Ida of  
idamagine.com 

Sam Estrabillo is 2014 
Mr. Philippines-Hamilton 
& Mr. Photogenic 

2014 Miss Philippines-Hamilton Vanesa 
Napenas.  Behind her is 2008 Miss Philippines-
Hamilton Pavielyne Carandang 

The Panel of Judges:  (L-R) Anabela Cabral, Laurence Kavanaugh, Tracey 
Del Rosario, Monique Taylor, Teresa Mendoza Torralba & Edgar Sulit 

(L-R) 3rd runner-up DAN MARANA, RUSSELL VILLABROSA, BRANDON BRUINSMA, 
2nd runner-up JAY NAGUIT, 1st runner-up LJ PINEDA, ANDREW ANGUE & 2014 
Mr. Philippines-Hamilton SAM ESTRABILLO 

(L-R) ALYSSA MAPILI, CHRISTINE MANGUBAT, 3rd runner-up CASSANDRA RUFENACH, 1st runner-
up PATRICIA MANRIQUE, 2014 Miss Philippines-Hamilton VANESSA NAPENAS, 2nd runner-up 
MARCIANE TANADA, CZARINA SANTIAGO, KRYSTAL VALENCIA 

Congratulations to all 
candidates and organ-
izers of this well-
attended event 

Waves News 

Filipino-Canadian Youth 

and Kapisanan need you 

this holiday season  

Did you know that recent 
statistics show that Filipino 
youth “face barriers that ex-
hibit a troubling pattern lead-
ing to poorer outcomes and 
less upward mobility than 
that of the children of Cana-
dian immigrants from many 
other backgrounds.”? 

A report that looks at why 
many Filipino youth in Ontar-
io are not completing univer-
sity was recently submitted 
to the Ontario Ministry of 
Training, Colleges and Uni-
versities with suggestions as 
to how to change the out-
come […] 

The study found that mentor-
ing and role models were an 
important part of the picture 
for Filipino youth. Young 
people need to hear about 
leaders in their community to 
be given opportunities to 
learn about diverse careers. 
This is especially true for Fili-
pino boys. The report recom-
mended support for Filipino 
community organizations to 
develop mentoring, leader-
ship, networking and intern-
ship programs […]**  

For a decade now, KA-
PISANAN has provided both 
Canadian-born and newcom-
er Filipino youth positive and 
relatable role models, men-
tors, and a supportive com-

munity of peers, so they can 
explore their culture and her-
itage--leading to new, posi-
tive views on their personal 
lives and more confidence in 
pursuing opportunities that 
will impact their future. 

2015 will be KAPISANAN’s 
10th year anniversary.  It’s 
because of people like you 
who have helped us get here. 
Help us propel even further, 
we need YOUR contribution 
to continue to inspire and 
engage the next generation of 
youth for another 10 years 
(at least!) 

Help us raise $15,000 by De-
cember 31st, 2014! 

When you make a charitable 
donation to KAPISANAN you 
are helping young Filipino-
Canadians cultivate an en-
riched sense of community, 
and a more visible presence 
and contribution toward the 
broader Canadian communi-
ty. Your help gives our young 
people a new and authentic 
sense of pride, that will em-
power and support them to 
rise above the challenges 
ahead of them. 

Thank you in advance for 
your support. Maraming sala-
mat. 

Fil-Am film director, Ryan 
Moore was in Toronto re-
cently for the Canadian 
premiere of his debut film, 
“Manny”, one of the two 
Philippine movie entries to 
the 18th Reel Asian Film 
Festival.  The movie was 
presented at the state-of-the
-art Richmond Hill Centre 
for the Arts on November 
15, 2014 with the National 
Bank as its presenting spon-
sor.   

 It was portrayed in its en-
tirety by the world champ 
himself and is widely con-
sidered as the most intimate 
and personal film ever done 
on Pacquiao’s life.  Co-
directed by Ryan Moore and 
Academy Award winner Le-
on Gast, the documentary 
was narrated by Hollywood 
actor, Liam Neeson of the 

“Schindler’s List” fame.   

 In May of this year, the 
Manny Pacquiao’s docu-
mentary was chosen as one 
of the best films during the 
Little Rock Film Festival 
held in Arkansas May 12-18, 
2014.  “Manny” runs for 107 
minutes, and had a nation-
wide release in the Philip-
pines in March. 

 Looking around the theatre 
to see any familiar faces, it 
struck me that the composi-
tion of the audience was 
greatly diverse.  I had ex-
pected a majority of Filipi-
nos in the crowd; however, 
it was the opposite.  The 
movie did not disappoint a 
single soul in the audience.  
It was packed with never-
seen-before footages of 
Pacquiao’s everyday life as a 
husband, father, son, con-
gressman, actor, philanthro-
pist, religious man, and of 
course, the Boxer. 

The audience reacted 
through segments of tears, 
laughter, compassion, pride 
and adulation.  There were 
many fleeting moments 
when you can feel every 
punch that Pacquiao deliv-
ered against his opponents 
meant a life out of poverty.  
That was one part that 
brought me sadness while 
the Filipino pride took a 

backseat.  The movie 
showed so much about the 
man, dubbed as the 
“Pambansang Kamao”, be-
yond what people know him 
for.   

 When asked by the writer 
what made him decide to do 
this film, Ryan replied 
thoughtfully, almost in care-
ful reflection, that when he 
started working on this film, 
he wanted to use Manny as 
a canvass by using his char-
acter to tell the stories of 
every Filipino.  “He fights for 
his family and his country” 

(Continued on page 22) 

Waves News exclusive interview with Fil-Am director of  “Manny”  

Ryan Moore:  Inspired to film Manny Pacquiao’s life 

Director Ryan Moore.  Photo by 
Mike Tjioe 

By Teresa Torralba 

The lucky raffle winners of a pair 
of autographed training gloves 
used by Pacquiao before a major 
fight.  (L-R) Andrew St. Kitts and 
Hilmar Gopfert.  Photo by 
Waves. 
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We all go through life differently.  We take different paths, choose different friends and 

follow different dreams.  It’s what makes us special.  It’s also why we think funerals 

should be unique.  They are a defining moment in our journey.  A time to celebrate a life.  

And whether we walked our years in wingtips or sandals is not important.   

What matters is that you now know a funeral home that recognizes the difference. 

Call to find out how a personalized service can reflect an individual and honor a life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eternal rest grant unto 

them o Lord and let 

perpetual light shine 

upon them.  May the 

souls of the faithful de-

parted rest in peace.  

Amen. 

 TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

We remember November 8, 2013...  

The “Perfect Storm”—Yolanda 

Mary Ann Cabuquin weeps after placing flowers on the 
cross bearing the name of her mother who died one year 
ago today during super typhoon Yolanda's onslaught in 
Tacloban City. Her mother is one of close to 3,000 bodies 
recovered in the city that were buried in the mass grave. 
PHOTO BY FERNANDO G. SEPE, JR. FOR  
ABS-CBNNEWS.COM   

Rehabilitation czar Panfilo Lacson (left) and Samar Gover-
nor Sharee Ann Tan unveil the Yolanda commemorative 
marker at the foot of the San Juanico Bridge in Basey, 
Samar on Saturday on the first anniversary of super ty-
phoon Yolanda's landfall which killed over 7,000.   
PHOTO BY FERNANDO G. SEPE, JR. FOR  
ABS-CBNNEWS.COM   

ORPHANED Mark Diego Alcain, 9, lights candle for his 
mother Eva and sister Marian in Barangay Basper, 
Tacloban City.  EDWIN BACASMAS  

Warrant Officer Patrice Vincent  Cpl. Nathan Cirillo  



NOVEMBER 2014  18 

 

 

TOURISM  TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

RSH TRAVEL 

Gladys S. Calderon 
Licensed Travel Consultant 

RSH Travel TICO # 50018542  

Reliable and affordable travel service 
Speaks Tagalog & English 

(Bus) 416 307 2699 / (Cell) 647 267 2052  
Email:  gladys.calderon@rshtravel.com 

7100 Woodbine Avenue, Suite 408, Markham ON  
Tel:  905 474 1119 

As early as September, Christmas thingies and hype sprout in the 
Philippines—from decorations, lanterns, to Christmas carols played 
on the radio.   In this photo, a woman works on a native Christmas 
lantern at a street side stall at the Central Market in Manila day after 
All Souls day. The lantern, called ‘parol’ in Filipino, made mostly of 
indigenous materials, is hung in front of Filipinos' homes during the 
Christmas season.  Photo by Jonathan Cellona for ABS-

CBNnews.com 

Filipinos start Christmas 
celebrations early 

A payloader is used to push the 9.5-meter long female sperm whale which died in the vicinity of Barangay 
Lingsat Marine Sanctuary on October 13 in San Fernando, La Union. Mayor Pablo Ortega on Tuesday 
bared his plan to preserve the skeleton of the 10-ton whale and put it on display at the La Union Science 
Centrum for students and tourists. PHOTO BY WILLIAM JUN GARCIA  (The Manila Times) 

MANILA, Philippines — A 13
-storey cruise liner went on 
its maiden port-of-call to 
Puerto Princesa, Palawan, in 
a key move establishing the 
Philippines as a cruise desti-
nation. 

Local officials including Pa-
lawan Governor Jose Alva-
rez and Bureau of Immigra-
tion Commissioner Siegfred 
Mison welcomed Star Cruis-
es' MV SuperStar Aquarius 
as it dropped anchor in the 
island province's capital late 
Monday. 

The Aquarius, a 623-feet 
Dreamward-class cruise 
ship, carried over a thou-
sand tourists from Malaysia, 
Taiwan, Singapore, China, 
Hong Kong and traveling 

Filipinos on its inaugural 
visit for an overnight stay. 

Michael Goh, Star Cruises 
senior vice president, said 
the company if proud to 
have Puerto Princesa as 
among the new destinations 
for its luxury, 51,309-gross 
ton liner. 

"We are committed to pro-
moting Puerto Princesa and 
the Palawan island province 
to travelers across the re-
gion and the world," Goh 
said in a state news report. 

In his speech, Alvarez 
vowed that the local govern-
ment will build harbors in 
the municipalities of Roxas, 
El Nido, Taytay and Coron to 
facilitate the influx of tour-

ists. 

He urged Star Cruises to 
have its liners stay longer in 
Palawan shores in future 
trips. 

"We hope that on your next 
port call, you will stay for 48 
hours because there is a lot 
to see in the city alone," Al-
varez said. 

The official also endorsed 
Balabac and Linapacan is-
lands worthy of becoming 
next cruise ship spots. 

"Balabac is another island 
municipality in southern 
Palawan that is worthy of 
world travel attention be-
cause Maldives cannot even 
compare to its beauty," Al-
varez said.—philstar.com 

MANILA, Philippines — CNN 
counted Tigbao Hanging 
Bridge in Bohol among the 
world's 13 "most spectacu-
lar foot bridges" in a list re-
leased Sunday. 

Reporting for the CNN Style, 
journalist Tamara Hinson 
said that the Tigbao struc-
ture will delight thrill seek-
ers who may think it is 
made of flimsy materials. 

"It's actually made of metal, 
but a bamboo top layer was 
added to give it an authentic
--or, depending on your per-
spective, scary--look," it 
reads. 

The bridge is suspended 
about 82 feet over the Loboc 
River and was built to facili-
tate travel between two ba-
rangays. 

Besides the Tigbao bridge, 
CNN also named Switzer-

land's Peak Walk, the 
world's first pedestrian sus-
pension bridge connecting 
two mountain peaks, and 
the SkyBridge in Sochi, Rus-
sia, the world's longest foot 
bridge. 

Also tagged "most spectacu-
lar" are Trift Bridge in Gad-
men, Switzerland, Nepal's 
Hanging Bridge of Ghasa, 
Malaysia's Taman Negara 
Bridge, Germany's Mari-
enbrucke in Bavaria and 
Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge 
in Northern Island. 

Completing the list are Capi-
lano Suspension Bridge in 
Vancouver, Spain's El 
Caminito Del Rey in Malaga, 
Japan's Kokonoe "Yume" 
Bridge in Oita, Austria's 
Highline179 in Reutte, and 
France's Aiguille du Midi 
Bridge. - Camille Diola 

- philstar.com 

13-storey cruise ship debuts 
voyage to Palawan 

The Tigbao Hanging Bridge over the Loboc River in Bohol, Philip-

pines. Philip Brookes/CC BY-NC-ND 

Bohol hanging bridge 
among 'world's most 
spectacular' 

mailto:gladys.calderon@rshtravel.com
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Filipino film “EDSA Woolworth” looks into 
blended family issues and values  

 
TFC@theMovies offers must-see “different” family entertainment film to 41 US and Canada theatres starting Friday, November 14 

REDWOOD SHORES, CA, 
November 10, 2014 – The 
holiday season is here and 
this has been the time that 
major film studios roll out 
their biggest and brightest 
movies to entertain the fam-
ily. 
 
The road to Thanksgiving 
weekend in cinema history 
has been filled with big 
screen offerings for every-
one in the household: from 
the mega-box office per-
formers like “Frozen” and 
“Hunger Games: Catching 
Fire” to the hilarious Robin 
Williams starrer, “Mrs. 
Doubtfire”, and the quirky 
Jodie Foster-helmed “Home 
for the Holidays”. 
 
In 2011, ABS-CBN TFC made 
its intrepid entry into the 
world of film production 
with “A Mother’s Story”, also 
released in November in 
time for the holidays.  This 
seemingly unassuming, fam-
ily-oriented movie about an 
overseas Filipina working 
mother in the U.S. who sacri-
fices much for her family in 
the Philippines surprised 
many with 18 nominations 
from the Filipino Academy 
of Motion Arts and Sciences 
(FAMAS) in 2012. It was also 
adjudged Best Film at the 
2012 Migration Advocacy 
and Media Awards (MAM) 
awarded by the Commission 
on Filipinos Overseas. 
 
The FAMAS-nominated star 
and director of “A Mother’s 
Story” – versatile comedi-
enne actress Pokwang and 
ABS-CBN Global Head of 
Theatricals John-D Lazatin, 
respectively - have teamed 
up anew for 
TFC@theMovies’ second 
film, which will open on 
Friday, November 14, in 
30 theatres in the U.S. and 
11 in Canada as another 
Thanksgiving theatrical of-
fering for the family. 
 
EDSA Woolworth: The 
story of a “different” 
kind of family 
 
What is EDSA Woolworth? 
Who is EDSA Woolworth? 
 
“EDSA Woolworth is a film 
that looks into a blended 
Filipino and American fami-
ly whose members, at first 
glance, have everything 
clashing – personalities, life-
styles, life goals, name it. If 
you were to match a whole 
family, this one’s a mis-
match.  But the journey each 

member takes to look be-
yond what doesn’t work and 
focus on what does – within 
themselves and with others 
- is a story that will resonate 
among many families nowa-
days. In the end, it's all 
about love and values,” said 
Lazatin. 
 
Lazatin continues: “EDSA 
Woolworth as a character is 
Pokwang. In her name alone, 
you can see already two cul-
tures, two races, put togeth-
er.  It stands out; so do 
Pokwang’s character and 
her family in this film, in 
more ways and reasons than 
one.” 
 
Lazatin explains why he 
teamed up with Pokwang 
anew for the movie. 
“Pokwang is very relatable,” 
he said. “Whether she plays 
bizarre comedic roles or 
straight up drama, viewers 
identify or empathize with 
her characters. She brings 

passion and authenticity 
into her roles which connect 
easily with viewers.” 
 
With the always brilliant 
funny girl, Pokwang, in the 
title role, expect generous 
moments of laugh-till-it-
hurts hilarity in EDSA 
Woolworth.  Expect some 
daring, too, especially with 
her character’s relationship 
with charming Chad Bauer, 
played by American ac-
tor Lee O’Brian.  Their easy 
chemistry ignites onscreen 
and brings the audience into 
their private space, whether 
to swoon, laugh or cry. 
 

Excellent cast and crew 
 
The interesting family dy-
namics full of quirks and 
idiosyncrasies come into full 
play through the spot-on 
acting by the very capable 
cast.  The film assembled the 
dignified Stephen Spohn as 
Papa Frank Woolworth, the 

talented Ricci Chan as Boni 
Woolworth, and Prince Sar-
uhan as the angst-ridden 
twentysomething Paco 
Woolworth.  Enriching (or 
complicating) their lives are 
popular “Adobo Nation” co-
host Lee Robin Salazar as 
Patrick and Princess Ryan 
as Shayne. 
 
Lazatin tapped writer-
director Noel Nuguit for 
EDSA Woolworth’s story 
and screenplay, and relied 
anew on “A Mother’s Sto-
ry’s” FAMAS-nominated cin-
ematographer Shayne O. 
Sarte and editor Mitos R. 
Briones. The film’s photog-
raphy captured the beauty 
of the San Francisco Bay Ar-
ea which many viewers will 
be able to identify. 
 
The music will linger in the 
viewers’ minds.  Original 
songs sung by artists are on 
www.EDSAWoolworth.com 
home page: “Dressing 

Room” by Summer Breeze, 
“Undone” by Manny Gar-
cia, “Dancing All Night 
Long” by Michelle Mar-
tinez are available on 
iTunes, and “Felt Like 
Love” by Ricci is a free 
download from the film 
website. 
 
“EDSA Woolworth is the 
perfect Thanksgiving holi-
day entree for the family,” 
said ABS-CBN North Ameri-
ca Managing Director Olivia 
De Jesus. “It doesn’t over-
whelm with too much, but it 
bursts with interesting fla-
vors that are tasty and en-
tertaining, sometimes sur-
prising, and guaranteed to 
leave the family talking 
about it.” 
 

For more on  
EDSA Woolworth showing 

in US and Canada, visit  

www.EDSAWoolworth.com 
or www.facebook.com/

edsawoolworth.  

http://www.edsawoolworth.com/
http://www.edsawoolworth.com/
http://www.facebook.com/edsawoolworth
http://www.facebook.com/edsawoolworth
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A visibly leaner Boy Abunda greets me 
with a big smile, like a friend from a dis-
tant past, as I walk into the waiting room 
where he’s killing time before the start 
of an informal round-table conference 
that would launch him as the newest 
celebrity ambassador of TechnoMarine, 
the Geneva-based watch brand known 
for its timeless timepieces. 

As the torrential rain continues to pour 
outside, the King of Talk talks about how 
he weathered what was probably the 
biggest storm in his life.  “It’s really fun-
ny that it had to take a 16-day ordeal in 
the hospital for me to realize how im-
portant time was,” Boy muses aloud. 

He quickly adds, “It’s something I knew 
from the very beginning, but I never 
took it seriously. I didn’t know how im-
portant time was, how important it was 
to spend time with your family, with 
yourself, with your friends. Before, right 
after the Aquino and Abunda To-
night, which would finish by 10:20 p.m., 
I would still have three meetings — I 
would do negotiations, contracts, pro-
duction meetings.” 

It was probably the loudest buzz in tin-
seltown: Boy Abunda’s near date with 
death. Not seeing him for a long time in 
his TV shows, some people were even 
quick to “kill” him. “They said I died of 
colon cancer or I had HIV (the AIDS vi-
rus),” says an unamused Boy. 

So, how did Boy deal with all these in-
trigues? 

“After my hospitalization, I realized that 
to be on the side of kindness is always 
better,” he asserts. 

Looking back, he relates, “I’ve never 
been seriously hospitalized in all my life. 
I’m not used to getting sick. Sanay ako 
sa herbal medicine, laking probinsya. 
Sanay ako na pinapahiran lang ng lola at 
nanay ko. I was really running too fast. 
But my mindset was nothing’s gonna 
happen to me because I don’t smoke, I 
don’t drink, and I have eight hours of 
sleep.” 

And then it happened. He was rushed to 
the hospital with a 43° fever and con-
vulsing as he was wheeled in. “Was 
there a moment when I said my time 
was up?” he repeats our question. 
“Wala naman. Medically, I did not have a 
near-death experience, except that I 
would overthink, ‘What if this happens?’ 
And there were moments when I was so 
depressed during my 16-day confine-
ment. There were moments when I felt 
so low, so weak, so powerless. Sabi ko 
nga naeven when you’re with your loved 
ones — my partner Bong and also my 
family — merong episodes in the hospi-
tal na ikaw lang — just you, your pain, 

and your God. And it’s a moment of 
prayer, I was begging the Lord, 
‘Pagalingin mo naman ako because I 
don’t want to let my nanay bury me.’” 

With death then hovering over his sick-
bed, Boy recalls, “Yes, I confronted my-
self with the issue of mortality. Before, 
you can’t make me talk about Nanay’s 
eventual going or my eventual date with 
death.Dati, hindi ko kaya yon. Aba, I real-
ized that when you get sick and you’re 
so weak and have nothing to cling 
to, wala kang makapitan, there’s a cer-
tain kind of tapang that you discover in 
yourself.” 

In the operating room, doctors aspirated 
(or removed by suction) 300ml of ab-
scess from his liver. “That was causing 
all the infection,” Boy explains. “And all 
this was caused by stress.” 

While he was being poked with a big 
needle, Boy says he had nothing to cling 
to except for a cross that one of his doc-
tors got from Jerusalem and, of course, 
his scapular. His only request to his doc-
tors was to make sure he was holding 
the cross while he was being operated 
on. 

Having stared death in the face, Boy says 
his life took a 180-degree turn. “Now, I 
manage my time. I’m tucked in bed by 
11:30 p.m. and I’m up by 9 a.m. I take my 
milk now, hindi ako nasanay sa ga-
tas. And then I walk under the sun, 8-9 
a.m., around the village, one of my best 
‘me’ times, one of my most peaceful 
times. I pray a lot, I’m a Marian devotee. 
I go to Baclaran, I have a very simple 
prayer now, aside from the formulaic 
prayer. I say to the Lord, ‘Thank you, 
bless me, forgive me, thank you for this 
wonderful day.’ My prayer is now more 
personal.” 

As far as his family is concerned, Boy is 
making up for lost time. “In the past, I 
took my family for granted,” he confess-
es. “Akala ko pag may dinner na kami ni 
Bong, okay na. Akala ko non if I was pre-
sent during the times my family would 
need me, yon na yon. Now, I’m learning 
that quantity is better than quality. This 
is my opinion, I’m not talking on behalf 
of the multitude. Quantity will always be 
better than quality. Even if I fight with 
Bong or with my sister, it’s good to be 
together, to spend time together, to get 
to know each other when one is mad, 
when one is happy. In the meantime, 
while I used to take myself for granted, 
it’s different now. I had to let go of 
50/60 percent of my load and find more 
time listening to the music I like, walk-
ing and reading all the books I want to 
read without sacrificing the things that I 
love.” 

There’s a sparkle in Boy’s eyes when he 
talks about the best times of his life. 
“The first thing that comes to mind was 
when I was working at the Metropolitan 
Theater,” he begins to relate. “I was get-
ting my salary and so, I told 
my nanay (who was then living in Bo-
rongan, Eastern Samar) to visit me in 
Manila. She’d come visit me during sum-
mer. I will never forget the time we went 
at the back of the Luneta Grandstand  —
 nagdala kami ng folding 
bed, kuwentuhan kami ng kuwentuhan, 
di namin namalayan sumisikat na ang 
araw. Me and Nanay, we love to talk. 
And then I would take her to Shoemart 
to buy her clothes, she loves clothes and 
shoes. Those were happy moments, 
kinder, gentler moments.” 

After what he’s gone through, Boy says 
that if there’s one thing he treasures 

The buzz on Boy Abunda’s near date with death 
CONSUMERLINE By Ching M. Alano (The Philippine Star)   

most now, it’s time — time with God, 
with himself, with his loved ones.  “I’m 
happiest now when I’m home, sitting 
beside Nanay’s bed, being with her and 
with my partner.” 

Nanay had dementia in 2010 at age 81. 
She has no loss of memory, but she’s 
repetitive and has difficulty dealing 
with the present though she has vivid 
memories of the past. They didn’t tell 
her that Boy was sick in the hospital, 
but when Boy got out, she asked 
him, “Magaling ka na ba?” “Now, every-
time I’d leave the house she’d 
say, ‘Magdala ka ng payong,’” Boy re-
lates. 

Boy wishes he could go back to the 
time when he was a teen, before his 
father died. “I wish at 16, I had a job so 
I could afford to pay for the medical 
needs of my father.  He died of heart 
attack and some kind of cancer. We 
were a small family living in the prov-
ince and we were financially chal-
lenged, but we were happy.” 

Now, with plenty of time on his hands 
— and on his wrist — Boy is having the 
time of his life as the latest celebrity to 
endorse TechnoMarine. “I’ve been us-
ing it even before Raffy Florencio 
asked me to endorse it. It’s a marine 
watch and I love the sea. There’s a cer-
tain easiness about it. I and TechnoMa-
rine, we have a kind of relationship 
that’s built on trust, it goes beyond the 
monetary aspect.” 

TechnoMarine’s latest Cruise collec-
tions are bound to be all-time favorites 
as consumers break free from the con-

ventional and make their mark in 
whatever endeavor they are in. 

Recalling the time in showbiz when he 
was discriminated against  (because 
he’s Waray, he’s gay, and he’s not beau-
tiful or a tisoy), Boy has most certainly 
made a mark in the local entertain-
ment world. “I know I have made a 
mark when people don’t call me by my 
name; instead, they say ‘Susunod.’ I was 
walking inside our village and the gar-
bage collectors, instead of calling out 
my name, said, ‘Tito Boy, ikaw na.’” 

Boy also shares his other all-time fa-
vorites: 

• All-time favorite books: 100 Years of 
Solitude by Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, The Complete Collected Poems 
of Maya Angelou by Maya Angelou. 

• All-time favorite movie: Citizen 
Kane (“I’m an old soul.”) 
and Ate Guy’s Himala. 

• All-time favorite music: All of Me, A 
Song for You, Invisible, Bette Mid-
ler’s Coming Out of the Rain. 

• All-time favorite food: Paksiw na is-
da with lots of ginger. 

• All-time favorite motto: “When you 
learn, teach; when you get, give” by 
Maya Angelou. 

Today, Boy doesn’t want to waste pre-
cious time. “I’d like to be able to train 
hosts. If I have time, I’d like to do pole 
dancing. I want to do pottery and floral 
arrangements.” 

(Continued on page 21) 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Ching%20M.%20Alano/CONSUMERLINE
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We should have highlighted this 
spirit of kindness, of generosity and 
compassionate humanity of the 
global community in times of disas-
ters and calamity in our observance 
of the first anniversary of Super Ty-
phoon Yolanda. Instead of the polit-
ical bickering we should have all 
stood as one and silent for a mo-
ment to show our gratitude to the 
countries, international and local 
non-government organizations and 
individuals who helped us when we 

went down in the storm and still 
with us as we try to rise up. 

We will keep our watch on the gov-
ernment’s recovery and rehabilita-
tion process and continue to look 
into the plight of the Yolanda vic-
tims. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald said: “You don’t 
write because you want to say 
something, you write because you 
have something to say.” 

Waves From Home simply want to 
say to all who helped in the after-
math of Yolanda: To you, thank you. 
To God, the glory.   ∎     

(Continued from page 9) 

WAVES FROM HOME... 

Amid Laude killing, NY-based Pinay transgender gives advice to LGBTs 
By CRISTINA DC PASTOR  

“I am am a special girl.” 

“I am the best of both worlds.” 

These statements may seem friendly 
and non-threatening, but hard to articu-
late especially for a transgender woman 
looking to get to know a male stranger. 

LGBTQ advocate Chelle Lhuillier made 
this observation as she called on fellow 
transgender women to be “honest and 
upfront” about who they are.Being hon-
est, she stressed, will keep transgender 
women safe and lessen the risk of be-
coming a victim of a hate crime. 

Marinduque-born Chelle was one of a 
dozen speakers who led the October 15 
protest rally in front of the Philippine 
Consulate condemning the killing of 
transgender Filipina Jennifer Laude. 

Published reports have identified the 
suspect as US Marine Private First Class 
Joseph Scott Pemberton from Bedford, 
Massachusetts. The circumstances of 
their encounter are under investigation, 
but media reports are speculating it 
could either be a robbery attempt or a 
hate crime with the victim not being 
forward about her true gender. 

A volunteer for the Human Rights Cam-

paign of Greater New York working for 
equal rights for LGBT individuals, Chelle 
said honesty is truly a “best practice” 
policy. Unfortunately, it’s not always 
easy for a transgender individual to do. 

“It’s hard,” she said with pain in her 
voice as she recalled the story of her 
friend who almost lost her life in the 
hands of a Latino man during a sexual 
encounter. This happened around the 
time when hurricane Sandy hit the New 
York Tri-State in 2012. 

“She did not divulge her true identity 
and she got beaten up with a beer bot-
tle,” said Chelle speaking to The FilAm 
in a phone interview. “I got a call from 
her asking to bring her to the ICU. It’s 
terrible. ” 

There are statements, both subtle and 
direct, that one can use, said 
Chelle.  “You can say, ‘I am not a genetic 
girl’ or ‘I am the best of both worlds.’ 
The man, if he is enlightened or educat-
ed, will understand.” 

Unfortunately, she said, not all men are 
open and accepting of diversity. Some, 
even after being told the truth, will get 
back at the transgender woman, insist-
ing he’s been “fooled.” 

Chelle has truly transformed. A regular 

at glamorous, Gatsby-esque 
charity balls and fundraising 
galas, she is now a voice for 
the marginalized 
transgender community 
both in the Philippines and 
New York. 

In Manila, she supports an 
organization that provides a 
home for aging gays. She has 
given them financial dona-
tions, she said. This year, she 
is preparing to send them 
gifts in a balikbayan box. 

“I was already an advocate 
for gender equality even be-
fore (Jennifer Laude’s 
death),” she said, while con-
ceding the Justice for Jen-
nifer Laude campaign has 
catapulted her in the public eye. “This is 
the height for me.” 

Being called “activist” makes her un-
comfortable, she said. 

As a matter of fact, Chelle may be part of 
a wider call to convict Jennifer’s killer, 
but unlike many grassroots organiza-
tions she is not in favor of the repeal of 
the Visiting Forces Agreement. 

The VFA governs the security relation-
ship between the U.S. and the Philip-
pines, including the rotational presence 
of U.S. troops. Pfc. Pemberton is in Olon-
gapo, where Jennifer Laude was killed, 
as part of a military training exercise 
guaranteed under the agreement. 

“The Philippines needs the support of 
the U.S. military in preparing for exter-

nal threats and in strengthening our 
capabilities to help us defend our terri-
tory, like the South China Sea dispute,” 
she said. Hers is a comment shared by 
many Filipinos. 

She is however open to a revision of the 
VFA agreement that would provide 
clearer legal guidelines on how to 
“protect Filipinos against crimes com-
mitted by U.S. military.”Ah, if her friends 
could see her now. 

“They’re so proud of me and they sup-
port me,” she laughed. “They are used to 
seeing me glamorous at social events 
and fashion shows, but they know I 
have a strong personality and I have 
leadership.” - The FilAm 

 

Boy would like to leave his mark as one 
of the toughest interviewers in local 
media. He’s also anxiously waiting for 
the time he could interview Hillary Clin-
ton. “Suntok sa buwan, but if it’s gonna 

happen, it’s gonna happen,” he says 
with a long sigh. “We already sent our 
request and the point person said, ‘Yes, 
we will be talking. Let’s keep in 
touch.’  I thought the yes was already a 
yes (we could do the interview).” 

For Boy, there’s still plenty of time to 
dream and make all his dreams come 
true .∎ 

(Continued from page 20) 

The buzz on Boy Abunda’s... 

tel:905-755-1200
tel:416-298-2555


NOVEMBER 2014  22 

 

ENTERTAINMENT  TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

Catch the Waves on PinoyRadio.com! 

Every Sunday 
8:00 - 8:30 pm     OPM WAVES  
8:30 -  9:00 pm    MGA ALON SA ATING BUHAY 

 

“Mga Alon ng Ating 
Buhay” 

(Waves of our Lives) 

Sundays  
8:30 pm - 9:00pm 

Host: 
  KUYA NESTOR 

WWW.pinoyradio.com 

“FOREVERMORE” rules  
nationwide tv ratings, hits  
all-time high rating of 30.2% 

Primetime TV’s newest darling, 
“Forevermore” celebrates its high-
est national TV rating since it prem-
iered last October. Based on data 
from Kantar Media last Tuesday 
(November 11), ABS-CBN’s roman-
tic drama series starring Enrique Gil 
and Liza Soberno was also the most-

watched TV program nationwide as 
it garnered a national TV rating of 
30.2%. The show’s Twitter-trending 
“Forevermore Step Up” episode was 
17 points higher than its rival pro-
gram on GMA, “Hiram na Alaala,” 
which only scored 13.2%. Mean-
while, now that they are forced to 
be physically close for their dance 
number for the Strawberia Festival, 
Agnes (Liza) and Xander (Enrique) 
found a way to get to know each 
other again. But will their newfound 
friendship last even after the com-
petition? Will Xander’s experience 
in La Presa finally change his ways 
as a son and as a future heir of Hotel 
Grande? Continue to feel the thrill of 
falling in love for the first time in 
“Forevermore” weeknights after 
“Hawak-Kamay” on ABS-CBN 
Primetime Bida. For more updates 
about “Forevermore,” visit Forever-
more.abs-cbn.com and follow the 
show’s official social media ac-
counts at Facebook.com/
StarCreativesTV, Twitter.com/
StarCreativesTV and Insta-
gram.com/ StarCreativesTV.  

Ivy Violan Concert                            

OPM artist Ivy Violan poses with her show producers, Philip Beloso and Joy Sarmiento after her 
successful concert in Toronto last Friday, November 14.  Photo by Larry Torres 

he implied.  He went on to compare 
Pacquiao’s life to that of his own 
family…how his mom left the Philip-
pines as an OFW to work in Texas as 
a nurse, of how she sent money to 
her family, and that his grandmother 
was a single mom with 6 kids, had a 
sari-sari store and sacrificed so much 
to get her kids’ educated.   

“As I began researching about 
Manny’s character in the film,  it be-
came so much more than  about 
Manny’s life.  To me, Manny is an 
OFW.  Really!  He comes here to fight 
and he brings money back home to 
help his family and the people.  To me, 
my goal was to do my mom and my 
lola honour.  To tell every Filipino’s 
story through “Manny”. 

Finally, when asked what he thought 
about his main character and why he 
chose Pacquiao’s story as his first 
real battle in the international cine-
ma, Director Ryan Moore had this to 

say…”He personifies what a True Fili-
pino is made of:  Hard work.  Dedica-
tion to the family.  Devotion to the 
country.”   

Kudos to the Reel Asian Film Festival 
team for another successful year! 
Special mentions go to Kristine Es-
torninos, Head of Programming, for 
doing everything in her power to 
bring this film to Toronto and Hema 
Ramsingh, Director of Marketing, for 
the excellent coordination with our 
publication.   

To quote movie critic, Tim Bashan, 
the movie was “beautiful, almost  
epic”.  

(Continued from page 15) 

RYAN MOORE... 
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Nash and Alexa star in their first Kapamilya primetime drama series… 

ABS-CBN SHARES THE VALUE OF PARENTS' 
GUIDANCE THROUGH "BAGITO"  

Kapamilya teen stars Nash Aguas 
and Alexa Ilacad will teach viewers 
the youth’s great need for their par-

ents' guidance in their first prime-
time drama series on ABS-CBN ti-
tled “Bagito,” which will air this 
Monday (November 17). 
 
“Bagito,” which is based on the hit 
Wattpad series written by Noreen 
Capili, narrates the story of Drew 
(Nash), a teenager forced to face the 
responsibilities of being a young 
father because of his huge mistake. 
 
How will Drew’s newly born child 
change his life and the lives of his 
loved ones? Is he ready to leave his 
childhood behind and face the diffi-
culties of being a young father? How 
will Drew’s parents help and guide 
him as he enters the "real world?" 
 
Aside from Nash and Alexa, com-
pleting the powerhouse cast of 

(Continued on page 25) 

Charo wins award 

ABS-CBN president and CEO Charo Santos-Concio was awarded the Gold Stevie 
Award in the Female Executive of the Year in Asia, Australia, or New Zealand cat-
egory at the prestigious Stevie Awards for Women in Business held in New York 
on Friday (Nov 14).  
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The achievements and contributions of the global Filipinos are more than enough reasons to celebrate… 
 

 

www.filipinosmakingwaves.com 

Donnie ''Ahas'' Nietes is on 
the verge of rewriting Phil-
ippine sports history after 
winning over Mexico’s Car-
los ''Chapito'' Velarde at the 
main event of Pinoy Pride 
28 last Saturday. A cut in the 
eye of the challenger due to 
an accidental headbutt 
forced the corner of Velarde 
to throw in the towel and 
the referee stopped the fight 
at the start of round 8. This 
allows Nietes to extend his 
WBO light flyweight title 
reign and prolong his reign 

as a champion to 7 years, 1 
month and 15 days. The 32-
year-old Ilonggo will be able 
to break Gabriel ''Flash'' 
Elorde’s Philippine record of 
7 years and 3 months as 
world champion by January 
1, 2015. 

Nietes first won the vacant 
WBO world minimumweight 
title against Pornsawan 
Porpramook of Thailand by 
unanimous decision at the 
Waterfront Hotel, Cebu City 
on September 30, 2007. He 

had since successfully de-
fended it against Eddy Cas-
tro, Erik Ramirez, Manuel 
Vargas, and Mario Rodri-
guez. He moved up to win 
the WBO world light-
flyweight title by unanimous 
decision over Ramon Garcia 
Hirales of Mexico in Bacolod 
City on October 8, 2011. He 
maintained the WBO belt by 
defeating Felipe Salguero, 
Moises Fuentes twice, Sam-
my Gutierrez, and Carlos 
Velarde.  

Elorde won the world super 
featherweight title on March 
16, 1960 by knocking out 
the defending world cham-
pion American Harold 
Gomes in seven rounds. 
Thus, Elorde ended the 
country’s 20-year world 
boxing championship 
drought. The crowd of 
around 30,000, inside the 
newly built Araneta Colise-
um, broke into pandemoni-
um when Gomes was 
floored on his knees at the 
one minute and 50 seconds 

of the seventh round. It was 
twenty years since Ceferino 
Garcia, also known as "bolo 
punch", lost his middle-
weight title he reigned as 
champion until 1940.  

Elorde floored Gomes in the 
second round with a right 
hook to the head. The Filipi-
no challenger knocked down 
the 25-year-old Gomes again 
in the third and in the fifth. 
At the start of the seventh, 
the Bogo native hammered 
him with a flurry of punches 
to the head and to the jaw 
that sent him down once 
again. Gomes got up but 
went down again after re-
ceiving a combination of 
lefts and rights. Referee Bar-
ney Ross counted him out. 
When Gomes got up, he ap-
proached Elorde’s corner 
and whispered: “It was a 
good fight.” 

Elorde defended the crown 
10 times until June 15, 1967 
when he lost his title by a 
majority decision to Yoshi-
aki Numata of Japan. This 

made him the longest reign-
ing world junior lightweight 
champion and likewise the 
most number of years for a 
Filipino world titlist. 

Elorde also challenged Car-
los Ortiz for the world light-
weight title twice. He was 
stopped both times by Ortiz 
by knockout in the 14th 
round. Nietes succeeded 
where Elorde failed as the 
Murcia native was able to 
rule two weight categories. 

When Elorde retired his rec-
ord was 88 wins (33 KOs), 
27 losses and 2 draws. He is 
considered the greatest su-
per featherweight (junior 
lightweight) champion of all 
time in WBC history. As of 
now, Nietes has a slate of 34 
wins (20 KOs), 1 loss and 4 
draws.  

Nietes already has a place in 
the country's sports history 
and a possible international 
boxing hall of fame.  ∎       
PhilBoxing.com 

NIETES SET TO BREAK ELORDE'S RECORD 

 
By Maloney L. Samaco  

Flash Elorde                                           Donnie “Ahas” Nietes 
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WEEKLY WEDNESDAY MASS & DEVOTIONS: 
7:30 am * 9:30am * 12 noon, * 2:30pm * 5:05pm * 7:00pm 

Hearing God's voice is 
hard if you're self-
absorbed, Pope warns 
By Elise Harris 
Catholic News Agency (CAN) 

Vatican City, (CAN/EWTN 
News) - In his homily on 
Tuesday Pope Francis cau-
tioned not to be too self-
reliant, saying that this atti-
tude can lead to a self-
centered egoism that is 
afraid of God and refuses to 
hear or accept his generosi-
ty. 

“It is so difficult to listen to 
the voice of Jesus, the voice 
of God, when you believe 
that that the whole world 
revolves around you: there 
is no horizon, because you 
become your own horizon,” 
the Pope told mass-goers in 
the Vatican’s Saint Martha 
residence on Nov. 4. 

The pontiff centered his re-
flections on the parable Je-
sus told in the day’s Gospel, 
taken from Luke, in which 
the master of a house pre-
pares a feast and invites his 
friends, who refuse and give 
excuses as to why other 
things are more important. 

While most people like be-
ing invited to dinner, there 
was something about this 
one that the guests didn’t 
like, the Pope observed, say-
ing that the three who gave 
their excuses in the Gospel 
passage are an example of 
many of us. 

He pointed to the first one 
who says he needs to tend 
his new field so that he can 
feel “powerful, vanity, pride 
and he prefers this to sitting 

at table among others,” 
while the second uses his 
oxen as an excuse not to 
waste time with others. 

The third guest uses his 
wife as an excuse, the pon-
tiff noted, saying that the 
man was selfish because he 
wanted all of her affection 
for himself, rather than 
bringing her to the dinner 
with him. 

“In the end (they) prefer 
their own interests rather 
than sharing dinner togeth-
er: They do not know what 
it means to celebrate,” the 
Bishop of Rome said, noting 
that if the dinner had been a 
small gathering for busi-
ness, everyone would have 
come. 

“But what shocked them 
was the gratuity. Being one 
among the others, there…
this form of egoism of being 
at the center of everything.” 

Pope Francis explained that 
this form of egoism is often 
rooted in a fear of God’s gra-
tuity, saying that when Je-
sus offers something so 
great that “even the saint is 
suspicious,” like he did to 
the disciples of Emmaus or 
to Thomas who wanted to 
touch his wounds, we think 
it’s better not to get in-
volved. 

“We feel safer in our sins, in 
our limitations, but feel at 
home; leaving our home to 
answer God's invitation, go 

to God’s house, with others? 
No. I'm afraid,” Pope Francis 
said, observing how this is a 
fear that all Christians have 
hidden deep inside. 

The Roman Pontiff then not-
ed how after the guests re-
fuse to come, the master 
sends his servant to the 
streets in order to invite the 
poor and crippled, trying to 
compel them to come to the 
dinner. 

Many times the Lord must 
do the same with us, he ob-
served, saying that the Lord 
must compel our own heart 
and soul “to believe in God's 
gratuity, that God’s gift is 
free, that salvation cannot 
be bought.” 

God’s gift of love and gratui-
ty is the greatest thing he 
can give us, the Pope ex-
plained, saying that when 
we become afraid and think 
that we can obtain holiness 
on our own “we become a 
little Pelagian.” 

Pope Francis concluded his 
homily by drawing atten-
tion to Jesus’ death on the 
cross, by which he paid for 
this banquet with his humil-
iation and suffering. 

“And this is the great gratui-
ty. When we look at the cru-
cifix, we should think of it as 
an invitation to the banquet. 
Yes, Lord, I am a sinner, I 
have many things, but I look 
at you and go to the ban-
quet of the Father,” he said. 

The Pope encouraged at-
tendees to trust, and to have 
faith that they won’t be dis-
appointed if they allow 
themselves to attend the 
banquet of the Lord. 

Rather than being afraid of 
God’s gratuitousness, he 
said, the Church is asking 
that we keep our hearts 
open and do our own part 
the best that we can so the 
Lord can prepare the ban-
quet for us. 

Pope Francis.                                            Photo by Daniel Ibáñez/CNA  

“The underlying spirit of 
this Papal visit is the theme 
of ‘mercy and compassion’. 
Our compassionate shep-
herd comes to show his 
deep concern for our people 
who have gone through dev-
astating calamities, especial-
ly in the Visayas. He comes 
to confirm us in our faith as 
we face the challenges of 
witnessing to the joy of the 
Gospel in the midst of our 
trials.  

From Pope Francis’ teach-
ing, two aspects of mercy 
may be singled out: The 
mercy and patience of God 
towards sinners are made 
manifest in Jesus. “God is 
there always, always wait-
ing for us; he never grows 
tired. Jesus shows us the 
merciful patience of God.” 
And “this patience of God 
calls forth in us the courage 
to return to him, however 
many the sins and mistakes 

there may be in our lives.”  

Secondly, we encounter Je-
sus in living out his own 
compassion and mercy to-
wards our brothers and sis-
ters in need and poverty, in 
suffering, loneliness, in 
hopelessness. “To meet the 
living God, we must tender-
ly kiss the wounds of Jesus 
in our hungry people, in the 
sick and in imprisoned 
brothers and sisters. Like 
the apostle Thomas, our life 
will only be changed when 
we touch Christ’s wound 
present in the poor, the sick, 
the needy. The path to our 
encounter with Jesus is his 
wounds. There is no other.”  

 
- lifted from “Pastoral letter to 
Prepare the People of God for 
the Apostolic Visit of Pope 
Francis” issued in the name of 
the Bishops by CBCP Presi-
dent Archbishop Socrates 
Villegas 

O’ Canada, We Stand on 
Guard for Thee 

Millions of Canadians wear 
the poppy yearly on Re-
membrance Day period, 
which starts around mid-
October to November 11.   

Wearing a poppy is to hon-
our a  veteran and to pay 
respect for all the Canadians 
who have dedicated their 
lives serving our country, 
most specially to, according 
to Royal Canadian Legion 
notes, the 117,000 Canadi-
ans who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice—their lives for 
freedom. 

It was a record year for the 
sales of poppies.  According 
to Bill Maxwell, secretary of 
the Royal Canadian Legion’s 
Poppy and Remembrance 
Committee, 19 million pop-
pies have been sold this fall.  
That’s a rise of 1 million 

from last year. 

Maxwell said the rise can be 
attributed to a number of 
factors.  Very fresh to the 
minds of Canadians are the 
slayings last month of Cpl. 
Nathan Cirillo at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier in 
Ottawa and Warrant Officer 
Patrice Vincent in Saint-Jean
-sur-Richelieu, Que.   This 
year also marks the 100th 
anniversary of the outbreak 
of World War I and the 75th 
anniversary of the begin-
ning of World War II. 

Canadian Filipinos wear  the 
poppy to offer respect and 
gratitude  to the war veter-
ans  who stood on guard for 
us to inherit the peace and 
freedom that they fought 
for. 

By Mon Torralba 

This photo taken in front of the National Defence building in down-
town Hamilton the day after Cpl. Cirillo was gunned down.  The side-
walk was filled with flowers and notes of sympathy and condolences.  
Photo by Waves. 

https://plus.google.com/105933517746615870175/?rel=author
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Mon Torralba 

MUSIC STAND 

 

Thank you to the followers of this page.   
For requests to publish the chords of your favourite OPM songs,  

please email at wavesnews247@gmail.com. 

((((((  TUNE IN EVERY SUNDAY  )))))))

www.pinoyradio.com 

Filipinos Making Waves presents 

8:00 - 8:30pm 

OPM WAVES listen to the 70’s classic hits, 
original Pilipino music that we grew up with and 
loved. 

8:30 - 9:00pm 

MGA ALON NG ATING BUHAY - Kuya 
Nestor narrates life experiences of ordinary people 
as they go through the  ups and downs of life—
whether it be with family, on the job or with a special 
someone.  Replays at 10pm every Wed & Fri. 

"Music is what feelings sound like"  

 

Ikaw ang Miss Universe ng 

Buhay Ko 
HOTDOG 

 

Intro: EM7-AM7/E (2x) 

          

Verse1: 

  EM7                 AM7/E         DM7        B7sus-B7 
   Ikaw ang Miss Universe ng buhay ko 
  EM7                 AM7/E                DM7     B7sus-B7 
   Ilang beses ko ba namang sasabihin sa 'yo 
  Bm7                     Esus              E 
   Sa piling mo'y tanggal ang lumbay 
  Em7                         F#7sus      F#7  
   May kasiyahang walang kapantay 
  Bm7             Bb7                  AM7         E7sus-E 
   Ikaw ang Miss Universe ng buhay ko 
 

Verse 2: 

  EM7                 AM7/E         DM7        B7sus-B7 
   Ikaw ang Miss Universe ng buhay ko 
  EM7                 AM7/E             DM7        B7sus-B7 
   Ilang beses ko ba namang uulitin sa 'yo 
  Bm7                Esus         E 
   Sakit ng ulo'y tanggal bigla, 
  Em7                 F#7sus             F# 
   Sa piling mo'y lungkot nawawala 
  Bm7                 Bb7              AM7        E7sus 
   Ikaw ang Miss Universe ng buhay ko 
 

Refrain: 

                     AM7-A#dim          Bm7-E7sus 
   Aanhin ko ang       ganda ng iba 
                      Bm            Bm+M7       Bm7  
   Maduduling lang ang aking mga mata 
       E7sus             AM7-Em7-A7 
   Butas pa ang bulsa 
                DM7                           Dm7 
   At di ba sabi ng mga matatanda 
            EM7                        F#7 
   Ingat lang tayong mga bata 
             Bm7                   B7                   E E7sus E7  
   Kagandahan, tulad ng swerte, nawawala 
 

Verse 2: 

EM7                  AM7/E         DM7       B7sus-B7 
   Ikaw ang Miss Universe ng buhay ko 
  EM7                  AM7/E            DM7        B7sus-B7 
   Ilang beses ko ba namang uulitin sa 'yo 
  Bm7 E7sus       E7 
   Malinaw na malinaw 
  Em7                 F#7sus F#7 
   Ngayon at anumang araw 
  Bm7                 Bb7              AM7 
   Ikaw ang miss Universe ng buhay ko 
 
   (Repeat last line 4x, fade) 
 

 

    

Remembering HOTDOG BAND  

Manila Sound is 40! 
Where were you in 1974? 

Towards the end of the year 1974, radio stations started playing a different kind of Filipino music.  Amidst that disco 

fever music that hugged the radio airtime popped a distinct kind of locally recorded music.  Ikaw ang Miss Universe ng 

Buhay Ko hit the airwaves.  It was far from the traditional kundiman.  First, the music is modern, using pop/rock band 

instruments . The lyrics were colloquial.  That was the onset of what they classified as “Manila Sound”.   

….  TO BE CONTINUED IN OUR NEXT ISSUE... 

“Bagito” are Kapamilya teen star Ella Cruz and 
veteran actors Agot Isidro, Ariel Rivera, and An-
gel Aquino. Also in the series are Paolo Santiago, 
Alex Diaz, and the members of the rising boy 
group Gimme 5 Joaquin Reyes, John Bermundo, 
Grae Fernandez, and Brace Arquia It is directed 
by Onat Diaz and Jojo Saguin. 
 
Aside from “Bagito,” other books written by best-
selling author Noreen include “Parang Kayo Pero 
Hindi” and “Buti Pa Ang Roma May Bagong Pa-
pa.” She is also one of the writers of hit Dream-
scape teleseryes like “Walang Hanggan,” 

“Mirabella,” “My Binondo Girl,” “Katorse,” and 
“Aryana.” 
 
“Bagito” is under the production of Dreamscape 
Entertainment Television, the group that created 
top-rating TV masterpieces such as “Walang 
Hanggan,” “Ina Kapatid Anak,” “Juan dela Cruz,” 
and “Ikaw Lamang.” 
 
Don’t miss the beginning of the newest drama 
series that will awaken the hearts and minds of 
the youth, “Bagito,” this Monday on ABS-CBN 
Primetime Bida. For more updates about 
“Bagito,” visit the program’s official social net-
working sites at Twitter.com/DreamscapePH 
and Instagram.com/DreamscapePH.∎ 

(Continued from page 22) 

ABS-CBN shares….. BAGITO 

 
No Touch 
Juan De La Cruz Band 

 

Intro:  E – A (rock & roll feel) 

 

Verse 1: 
 
   A 
   Dead na dead talaga ako 
   A 
   Sa mga pakembot-kembot mo 
      D 
   Kapag ikaw ay ngumingiti 
     A  
   Ako'y medyo nakikiliti 
 

Chorus:           
 
        D                      Bm 
   Kailangan ko ang iyong labi 
        D                      Bm 
   Kailangan ko ang iyong pisngi 
        D              E            A 
   Kailan kaya kita maiuuwi? 
  A 
   Sige na, sige na 
  A 
   Sige na, sige na 
 

Verse 2: 
 
       A 
   Noon pa man ikaw na talaga 
       A 
   Pangarap ko sa tuwi-tuwina 
        D 
   Kailan kaya kita maiiskor? 
        A 
   Kailan kaya kita maaarbor? 
 
   (Repeat Chorus) 

 

Bridge:  
 
       F#m     A 
   Pahipo naman (No touch) 
       F#m         A 
   Pahawak naman (No touch) 
             F#m        E 
   Nang di na kita matsansingan 
 

Instrumental:  D-D-A-A-D-D-A-A 

                         D-D-B-E  
 

Verse 3: 
 
         A 
   Pag lumakad ka ika'y nakakatukso 
     A 
   Nakakabaliw ang mga bewang mo 
           D 
   Ako'y nadyadyaheng lumapit sa 'yo 
      A 
   Masyadong class ang mga porma mo 
 
   
 
   (Repeat Chorus) 
 
   (Repeat Bridge) 
 
   (Repeat Chorus) 
 
   (Repeat Chorus except last line) 
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 TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 
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