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WELCOME BACK JOE! 
PH OFFERS US 8 BASES PA MORE! 

25 years after the two biggest US 
military facilities, Clark Air Base in 
Angeles, Pampanga and Subic Bay 
Naval Base in Olongapo city were 
closed, the Philippine government 
is planning to provide the US eight 
possible sites for American troops, 
military hardware and equipment 
under the Enhanced Defense Coop-
eration Agreement (EDCA) of 2014. 

After the Supreme Court (SC) of the 
Philippines ruled the EDCA as 
“constitutional” amid protests from 
nationalists, cause-oriented and left
-leaning groups, the go-signal to 
accommodate US troops for 
“extended stays” on a rotational 
basis is now a “fait accompli” or a 
done deal. 

“Nagsara nga ang Clark at Subic, 
pero pinalitan naman ng walo pa 
more,” quipped Jess de la Cruz, a 
Mississauga resident. 

The proposed sites where the US 
“may build facilities to store equip-
ment and supplies” are Basa Air 
Base in Pampanga, Fort Magsaysay 
in Nueva Ecija, Camp Antonio Bau-
tista and a naval base in Palawan, 
Camp Benito Ebuen and a naval 
base in Cebu province, Clark Air 
Base and Lumbia Air Base in Caga-
yan de Oro in Mindanao. 

Presently, Subic Bay is also being 
used under the Visiting Forces 
Agreement (VFA) forged earlier in 
1999 between the US and the Phil-
ippines. The EDCA is a supple-
mental program to the VFA. 

Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert del 
Rosario said the ECA “would defi-
nitely enhance the security ar-
rangements between two coun-
tries”. 

It also comes at a time when a se-
ries of aggressive Chinese activities 
in the West Philippine and South 
China seas have raised concerns 
among ASEAN nations (Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations) that 
included building of artificial is-
lands mostly claimed by the Philip-
pines and other neighbors like Vi-
etnam. 

Recently, the Chinese landed sever-
al commercial planes in an airstrip 
in one of the islands. There were 
fears that China would use this for 
military purposes and imposed a so
-called Air-Defense Identification 

Zone (ADIZ) to regulate flights over 
the area. 

If that happens, commercial flights 
are in danger of being shot down or 
prevented from using air space 
over a wide area of that region. 

Del Rosario said, “We view these 
provocative actions a de facto ADIZ 
in the South China sea and threats 
to freedom of navigation and over-
flights that ultimately will serve to 
impede lawful commerce.” 

The Philippine has filed a formal 
complaint against China on this 
matter. 
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In Memoriam 

German Molina Moreno 

   Sept. 13, 1941 – December 24, 2015                   Oct. 4, 1933 – January 8, 2016  

Leticia Jimenez-Magsanoc 

Two Philippine icons, both known 
as giants of their respective fields, 
passed on in December of 2015 
and the other early January 2016, 
respectively, leaving a big void in 
the Philippine setting. 

Ms. Letty J. Magsanoc, who fought 

and helped overthrow the dictator 
Marcos and known as the "Keeper 
of the EDSA Flame " died in Christ-
mas eve 2015 sending shock waves 
across the world of Philippine jour-
nalism. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Some 20 million devotees of the Black 
Nazarene in Quiapo lined the routes of 
the "Translacion" (transfer) of the 
revered religious statue last January 9, 
the biggest and most highly awaited reli-
gious tradition held annually in the Phil-
ippines. It took some 20 hours to 
transport the Black Nazarene from the 
Rizal Park to its home church of the 
Quiapo basilica in Plaza Miranda, a dis-
tance of some 6 kilometres away. 

Feast of the Black Nazarene 

PRES. PNOY TO MEET OBAMA 
ANEW IN ASEAN SUMMIT  
See story on page 3 

The year that was... 

WHO MADE WAVES IN 2015? 

New CDN Prime Minister Justin Trudeau New Miss Universe Pia Wurtzbach 

Justin Trudeau - Real Change 
 
His rock star looks and status can 
be deceiving, but Liberal leader 
Justin Trudeau proved he was 
more than his father's son (legend 
Prime Minister Pierre Eliot Tru-
deau).  He led his party in a historic 
landslide win over the Conserva-
tive party of Stephen Harper. With 
his win he broke the 10-year domi-
nance of the Conservatives, freeing 
Canadians from the shackles of dis-
ruptive politics and controversial 
anti-immigrants policies.  
 
Asked why he went with gender 
equality in his cabinet , Trudeau 
said: "Because it's 2015."   
 

Pia Wurtzbach - “Confidently 
beautiful with a heart” 
 
A monumental error by the emcee 
in announcing the true winner of 
this prestigious pageant, in a live 
telecast watched by perhaps bil-
lions of people, marked the holding 
of this event.  As beauty pageant 
history would have it, Filipina Pia 
Wurtzbach emerged as the true 
Miss Universe, not Miss Colombia 
as grossly mistakenly declared. 

Pia thus became the only third Fili-
pina to win the world renowned 
beauty contest after Margie Moran 
(1973) and our very first, Gloria 
Diaz (1969). 

(Continued on page 6) 
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She was the editor in chief 
of the top Philippine news-
paper Philippine Daily In-
quirer, the broadsheet that 
fought the dictator Marcos 
unrelentlessly until his 
downfall in February 1986. 

German Moreno, erstwhile 
comedian actor, was a by-
word in the Philippines 
better known as Kuya 
Germs, suffered a fatal 
heart attack in January 8, 

2016. 

Known as the "Master 
Showman and Mr. Enter-
tainment", Kuya Germs 
nurtured many of today's 
and yesteryears’ popular 
stars - mentoring, advising, 
promoting and guiding 
their careers until they 
reach stardom and for this, 
he was widely unforgetta-
ble among peers both 
young and old. 

Among his many shows 
include the iconic "That’s 
Entertainment" and 
"Walang Tulugan".⦿ 

(Continued from page 1) 

IN MEMORIAM:  Magsanoc, 

Moreno 

PRES. PNOY TO 
MEET OBAMA ANEW 
IN ASEAN SUMMIT 

President Aquino will meet 
with US President Barack 
Obama again three months 
since the Nov.2015 APEC 
meeting in Manila. 
 
Reports says a "Special US-
ASEAN Summit " is sched-
uled in the second week of 
February at Sunnylands, 
Rancho Mirage, California. 
 
Heads of state of the 10 
member nation Association 
of Southeast Asian nation 
(ASEAN) will pick up from 
the recent November 2015 
US-ASEAN summit held in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
and gather for round of 
talks that will perhaps cen-

tre among others on the 
South China sea conflict , 
the recent Jakarta attacks 
and growing terrorism in 
the region. 
 
Philippine president Aqui-
no and Obama are serving 
the last few months of their 
respective presidential 
terms 
this year 2016 and they are 
expected to hold one on 
one talks. 
Nina Hachigian, US ambas-
sador to the ASEAN said 
the coming summit will be 
continuing the momentum 
of US-ASEAN relations into 
2016 and part of a new 
strategic partnership. ⦿ 

But as for Senator Poe, her 
withholding of some infor-
mation in the first investi-
gation could backfire on 
her with disastrous results.  

As for the president, his 
dream for a Nobel prize 
died when he led the 44 
officers and men of the SAF 
to their undeserved deaths.  

It is because from the out-
set, Aquino was led to be-
lieve that after the capture 
of Marwan, and the approv-
al of the Bangsamoro Basic 
Law (BBL), peace in Minda-
nao would follow.  But he 
and his cohorts miscalcu-
lated. 

Now, let the truth be finally 
known.  And justice be fi-
nally bestowed to the SAF 
44heroes. ⦿ 

(Continued from page 4) 

EDITORIAL: ..Mamasapano 
 

President Benigno S. Aquino III greets His Excellency Barack 
Obama, President of the United States of America, at the Music 
Room of the Malacañan Palace during the meeting for the State 
Visit to the Philippines on Monday (April 28, 2014). Photo by 
Benhur Arcayan / Malacañang Photo Bureau  

PH files diplomatic protest 
vs China over test flights 
By:  Nestor Corrales 

The Department of Foreign 
Affairs (DFA) has filed a 
diplomatic protest over 
China’s test flights at the 
Kagitingan Reef. 

“We formally protested on 
8 January 2016 the recent 
test flights conducted by 
China to the Kagitingan 
(Fiery Reef) and its provoc-
ative actions restricting the 
freedom of navigation and 

overflight in the West Phil-
ippine Sea,” DFA spokes-
man Charles Jose said in a 
text message sent to re-
porters. 

 “These actions by China 
have elevated tensions and 
anxiety in the region and 
are in violation of the spirit 
and letter of the Asean 
(Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations)-China DOC 

(Declaration on the Con-
duct of Parties),” Jose add-
ed. 

China, however, was quick 
to reject the diplomatic 
protest. 

On January 2, the Chinese 
foreign ministry released a 
statement saying Beijing 
had completed construc-
tion of an airfield on Philip-
pine-claimed (Fiery Cross) 
Reef, and recently used a 
civilian plane to conduct a 
flight testing whether the 
facilities were up to civil-
aviation standards. 

But Chinese foreign minis-
try spokesperson Hua 
Chunying has said the test 
flight to Kagitingan, which 
the Chinese call Yongshu 
Island, was a matter 
“completely within China’s 
sovereignty.” IDL—
Philippine Daily Inquirer  

DFA spokesman Charles Jose. AP FILE PHOTO 

Enrile wants to know PNoy's  
liability in Mamasapano mission 
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile on 
Sunday said he wanted to 
reopen the Mamasapano 
hearing to prove why Pres-
ident Benigno Aquino III 
was "ultimately responsi-
ble" for the deaths of 44 
members of the Special Ac-
tion Force (SAF). 

"Ano ang pananagutan ni-
ya? Ano ba ang pana-
nagutan ng presidente dito 
sa pangyayari na ito na si-
nasabing siya ang 
'ultimately responsible,'" 
Enrile told radio dzBB in an 
interview. 

The senator was quoting 
the statement of Sen. Grace 
Poe, chairperson of the 
Senate Committee on Pub-
lic Order, that Aquino 
was “ultimately responsi-
ble” for the Mamasapano 
incident. 

"Siya ang head of state, siya 
ang head of government, 
ang chief executive, ang 
commander in chief, ang 
pinakamataas na pulis ng 
Pilipinas at limang ka-
pangyarihan iyan na nasa 
kanya... Ginamit ba niya ang 
mga kapangyarihan na iyan 
para masagip niya ang 
buhay ng mga tao na na-
sawi. Tropa ng gobyerno 
itong pinag-uusapan natin 
eh," Enrile added. 

Enrile has provided a list of 
Cabinet officials that he 
wanted to invite during the 
reopening of the Mamasa-

pano probe on January 27. 

Among those Enrile wanted 
to question are Executive 
Secretary Paquito Ochoa, 
Defense Secretary Voltaire 
Gazmin, former Philippine 
National Police chief Alan 
Purisima, former Armed 
Forces of the Philippines 
chief Gregorio Pio Cata-
pang, former Interior sec-
retary Mar Roxas, former 
PNP officer-in-charge Leo-
nardo Espina and Social 
Welfare Secretary Dinky 
Soliman. 

January 25 is Cory's 
birthday 

Enrile said that through his 
questioning of former and 
incumbent Cabinet officials 
during the probe, he will 
determine the real reason 
why Aquino was in Zambo-
anga City with his full staff 

on January 25, 2015. 

"Iyon ang gusto kong mala-
man at palagay ko iyon din 
ang gustong malaman ng 
madla. Ano ba ang gina-
gawa ng presidente noong 
araw na iyon, Sunday iyon 
eh. Nagpunta siya sa Zam-
boanga kahit may seremo-
nya dito sa Maynila na 
prinepara ng kanyang pam-
ilya doon sa Manila Memo-
rial Cemetery sa ika-82 
birthday celebration ng 
kanyabng yumaong ina, si 
dating Pangulong Corazon 
C. Aquino," the veteran sen-
ator said. 

"May importanteng official 
business ba siya sa Zambo-
anga upang iwanan ang 
family affair na iyono na 
tungkol sa nanay niya," he 
added. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Senate Minority Leader Juan Ponce Enrile seeks a plenary debate on 
the Mamasapano encounter report as Senator Grace Poe, chair of 
the Senate public order and dangerous drugs committee, listens on 
Wednesday, October 7. - Benjie Castro  
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Tenny F. Soriano 

New Mamasapano probe: 
Let the truth come out 
It has been one year since the tragic Mamapasano massacre, 
a bungled clandestine police operations ordered or should 
we call it masterminded by the President Noynoy Aquino 
with the help of his suspended National Police Chief General 
Alan Purisima. 

Their objective:  arrest most wanted international terrorist 
Zulkifli Bin Hir alias “Marwan” dead or alive through a spe-
cial operation deep inside MILF-held territory in Mamasa-
pano, Maguindanao enlisting a select elite Special Action 
Forces (SAF). 

So secret was the mission that the then Secretary of Interior 
and Local Government Secretary and now presidential aspir-
ant Mar Roxas (who has jurisdiction over all police opera-
tions) was left in the dark including key officials of the armed 
forces with whom coordination in case of logistical support is 
needed., also ignored.  

The result:  44 young police officers of the SAF died in the 
ensuing firefight as they became sitting targets (and outnum-
bered) of the superior power of combined rebel forces from 
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and the BFF Bang-
samoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF).  

But before that, they raided Marwan’s nearby hideout, killed 
him in a shootout, then decapitated his finger for positive 
DNA identification. 

As official probe in the incident showed, there was a lapse in 
the chain of command and lack of coordination among others 
in the launching of that risky operation. 

The number of deaths could have been prevented had plan-
ners observed protocols in such daring attack, it was learned. 

Most of all, there was command responsibility and it leads to 
the president himself whom many believe failed to observe 
the chain of command, allowing a suspended police chief to 
lead the planning and implementation of the botched assault 
on the terrorist lair. 

But at the end of the investigation, the chair of the panel, Sen-
ator Grace Poe, who is now a presidential bet like Roxas, 
stopped short of pinpointing blame and responsibility on the 
president for reasons known only to her. 

Recently, opposition senator and former senate president 
Juan Ponce Enrile urged a reopening of the Mamasapano inci-
dent based on what he said were new information or evi-
dences. 

The reopening of the investigation on January 27 by the sen-
ate would perhaps finally put to rest all speculations as to 
what really transpired before and after that fateful day.  It 
would also hopefully put into proper perspective where and 
to whom the blame should finally rest so the people may 
know. 

The Aquino government warned initially that reopening the 
case could be exploited for political gains. 

Surely, it could hurt badly the chances of the administration’s 
candidate Mar Roxas if his boss is found liable and that is 
most likely. 

Vice President Jojo Binay, Mayor Rodrigo Duterte or Senator 
Miriam Santiago would benefit from the outcome of the reo-
pened probe in terms of votes come election time. 

(Continued on page 3) 

NOT A VERY GOOD YEAR FOR 
PRES. PNOY 
Sorry, but President Pnoy, 
who is a confirmed music 
lover (or audiophile?), may 
not be humming Frank Sina-
tra’s “It was a very good 
year”. 

2015 or the year that has 
been unkind to the president. 

At the start of the year in Jan-
uary 25, 44 of the finest po-
lice commandos, members of 
the Special Action Force 
(SAF), perished in a one-sided 
firefight with rebels of the 
MILF and the BIFF in Baran-
gay Tukanalipao, Mamasa-
pano in Maguindanao. 

Outnumbered, the police forc-
es fought gallantly as they 
waited for reinforcements 
that came only long after the 
battle had subsided. 

And to add insult to their 
deaths, Pnoy initially denied 
knowing about their mission, 
snubbed the homecoming of 
their mortal remains and up 
to this day, some of their fam-
ilies remain unattended in 
terms of benefits and remu-
neration. 

Is this the way to treat our 
heroes? 

If Yolanda or super typhoon 
“Haiyan”, in the words of 
CNN’s Christiane Amanpour, 
had defined President Aqui-
no’s presidency, what would 
Mamasapano and the death of 
the 44 special forces men 
mean to most Filipinos? 

Would it merely confirm a 
president who is insensitive, 
uncaring and indifferent de-
spite his “Daang Matuwid”? 

And more recently, Aquino 
broke the hearts of some 2 
million Social Security System 
(SSS) pensioners when he 
rejected a congress proposal 
to add P2,000 more to exist-
ing money these retirees are 
receiving, a mere pittance.   

***** 

In a surprise move, opposi-
tion senator Juan Ponce En-
rile had asked for a reopening 
of the Mamasapano massacre 
investigation and got what he 
wanted: a second Senate 
probe on January 27. 

Maybe this time, the truth 
will finally come out.  Maybe 
this time too, President Aqui-
no will “spill everything out” 
to explain to the whole nation 
what really happened. 

***** 

Soon to be 92 years old in 
February 14, Enrile got 
Malacan ang flummoxed when 
he said he has more infor-
mation that needs the reo-
pening of the Mamasapano 
case.  He also wants the presi-
dent to attend the probe to 
shed light on the matter. 

Aquino’s men thought Enrile, 
when he was released on bail 
from detention, would be do-
ing nothing or take a long rest 
but no, the power lawyer that 
he is, he spent time research-
ing and delving into addition-
al information on the case. 

***** 

Not one, not two, but eight 
more US bases to replace 
erstwhile US facilities Clark 
and Subic bases. 

After the Supreme Court de-
clared the Enhanced Defense 
Cooperation Agreement 
(EDCA) constitutional, the 
Philippine government has 
quickly dangled several sites 
in the country to serve as ba-
ses for US military troops to 
store supplies and equip-
ment.  I think this would also 
mean aircraft, ships and other 
military hardware. 

The recent actions by China 
in both the West and South 
China seas cannot be taken 
lightly. 

More recently, they have 
landed two big commercial 
aircrafts in a newly finished 

airstrip or airport in the dis-
puted area where they built 
an artificial island. 

If they could land two jets in 
that area, what would stop 
them from using it for mili-
tary aircrafts? 

***** 

I was asked what the biggest 
story of 2015 in Canada was.  
Of course, indisputably, it’s 
Justin Trudeau’s stunning win 
over Stephen Harper, whose 
Conservative party lorded 
over Canada for a ten-year 
period. 

***** 

By the way, Trudeau is set to 
fill up vacancies in the senate 
with at least some 20 more 
appointees, more probably 
women. 

In the Filipino-Canadian com-
munity, there is already a 
jockeying for the position.  

A strong contender is 
Michelle Serrano, daughter of 
hard core Liberal Monina Ser-
rano. 

Serrano, it will be recalled, 
gave way to the candidacy of 
Bill Blair for Member of Par-
liament (Scarborough-
Southwest) in the last elec-
tions. 

She will be an asset to the 
Senate if ever she is named.  
Her qualifications and back-
ground speaks for itself. 

Another good bet would be  
Rafael Fabregas but as a law-
yer, his expertise would be 
better put in good use as a 
Member of Parliament (MP) 
or member of Provincial Par-
liament(MPP) or any elective 
positions where his natural 
concern and advocacies in 
helping people comes to fore.  

They can truly represent the 
community. ⦿ 
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Diego Ojano Franco 

WAVES FROM HOME 
It’s the Year of the Monkey.  
We’re going bananas. 

What the heck is happening 
at the Commission on Elec-
tions? The ordinary Juans 
and Juanas  in this country of 
ours are waving their fists in 
the direction of the latest 
“mess hole” in the Palacio del 
Governador in Intramuros 
when an unsavory word war 
between COMELEC Chair-
man Andres Bautista and 
Commissioner Rowena 
Guanzon erupted into a post-
New Year “paputok”. 
 
This explosion comes in the 
heels of the heightening po-
litical “teleserye” of Senator 
Grace Poe that the public has 
been hooked on when in the 
rush of the season of joy the 
main dish for news and so-
cial media delectation was 
the disqualification of the 
survey frontrunner for the 
presidency served in double 
whammy by COMELEC. 
 
The senator’s lawyers have 
been very busy during the 
holidays cooking legal re-
sponses and appeals and 
running to and from Intra-

muros to Padre Faura seek-
ing relief at the Supreme 
Court after the First and Sec-
ond Divisions of the COME-
LEC cancelled Poe’s certifi-
cate of candidacy and dis-
qualified her from the race 
on the basis of citizenship 
and required ten-year resi-
dency requirements. In fair-
ness (and probably in the 
merriment mode), the Su-
preme Court granted Poe’s 
petition for temporary re-
straining order (TRO) on the 
promulgation of the COME-
LEC’s DQ ruling. 
 
Right after the traditional 
New Year fireworks and fire-
cracker displays, the 
“teleserye” resumed with a 
bombastic opening when 
Commissioner Guanzon filed 
the COMELEC brief on the 
TRO hearing at the Supreme 
Court on the disqualification 
order which Chairman Bau-
tista claimed as 
“unauthorized” and was 
made without clearance from 
him.  
 

Commissioner Guanzon’s 
scathing retort went all viral 
that sent us people wonder-
ing now, quo vadis COME-
LEC? With the election fever 
sending us all in waves of 
heated passion here in the 
islands, here comes the poll 
body in what the public per-
ceive as in disharmony at a 
time when we are option-
challenged while emotionally 
charged in the “popularity 
contest” to choose our next 
president and the rest of the 
political leadership hierarchy 
in the entire archipelago. 
Forget the “intellectual” 
thing and motherhood con-
cept of love of country in our 
elections and may the best 
costly PR and advertising 
campaigners win? How’s the 
COMELEC to guide us then 
when the policy and decision 
makers in the poll body lose 
control of probity, profes-
sionalism, fairness, delicade-
za and sensibility in sound 
bites and video clips of the 
news media? As our 
“learned” barber Mang Inar 
sarcastically scratched our 

pate with his remark, “It’s all 
hubris!” Where did he get 
that? Not from tabloids sure-
ly but the op-ed pages of the 
bigger major newspapers 
and of course, cable news 
TV! 
 

*   *   *  
 

Back to the Poe teleserye, in 
the little island of Guimaras 
in the Western Visayas re-
gion, the emotional appeal 
goes on. When the 
“supposed” real family of the 
senator surfaced a few 
months back, the news made 
a life of its own. From the 
latest newspaper account 
(Philippine Daily INQUIRER, 
January 12), we learned that 
exhumations have been go-
ing on to gather samples for 
the DNA testing of Senator 
Poe’s biological parents.  
 
The skeletal remains of Vic-
toria Rodriguez whom sur-
viving relatives claim as the 
biological mother of Poe was 
dug out a week ago from her 
grave as well as two other 

males who were believed to 
have fathered the senator for 
DNA samples to establish the 
truth and put to rest ques-
tions on her birth and citi-
zenship. The dramatic twist 
goes on. We are actually fol-
lowing the tear-jerker.   
 
Based on popular reports, 
the adopted daughter of Fer-
nando Poe and Susan Roces 
Poe was abandoned and 
found in the baptismal font 
of the Jaro Cathedral in Iloilo 
in 1968. We noted this as 
Senator Grace Poe’s being a 
Monkey person, a Fire Mon-
key to be precise. In the Chi-
nese calendar, 2016 is the 
Year of the Red Fire Monkey 
and makes us watching the 
unfolding political drama 
more intently. Fire Monkeys 
are said to be “frank, opti-
mistic and fearless” accord-
ing to Chinese astrologers. 
And the Year of the Fire Mon-
key will be a year full of sur-
prises. 
 
We can only pray that this 

(Continued on page 8) 

The senator further asked: "Ngayon 
noong nandoon na siya sa Zamboanga, 
alam ba niya ang nangyayari? Wala 
siyang imik eh. Palagay ko naman ang 
taumbayan gustong malaman iyon." 

In a statement before the Senate com-
mittee during hearings last year, Rox-
as, Gazmin and Catapang said that 
they were with Aquino in Zamboanga 
City on January 25 for a meeting 
about a bombing incident there.. 

Two days before the Mamasapano 
operation, two persons were killed in 
a car bomb in explosion in the city. 

Aquino had admitted that he was in-
formed about the Mamasano opera-
tion in the morning of January 25, but 
Palace officials could not say how the 
president was updated of the actual 
operations. 

There were earlier reports that Aqui-
no received real-time updates at 
a command center, where a US drone 
fed footage of the Mamasapano oper-
ation.. 

The SAF troopers were ambushed 
after neutralizing foreign terrorist 
Zulkifli Binhir a.k.a. Marwan in Baran-
gay Tukanalipao, Mamapano, Magu-
indanao. 

There were also claims that Aquino 
was supposed to receive a captured 
Marwan in Zamboanga City on the 
same day. 

Simple 'yes or no' 

Enrile said during the dzBB interview 
that majority of the questions that he 
has prepared for the reopening of the 
Mamasapano probe are answerable 

only by "yes or no." 

He said his fellow senators failed to 
ask these questions during the Ma-
masapano hearings last year. The 
senator could not attend the hearings 
because he was detained at Camp 
Crame on plunder charges in connec-
tion with his alleged involvement in 
the multi-billion pork barrel fund 
scam allegedly masterminded by Ja-
net Lim Napoles. 

"Hindi nila naitanong ang mga ito. 
Ipakikita ko nang maliwanag na mali-
wanag kung ano ang nangyari sa 
operasyon," Enrile said. 

The senator, meanwhile, said that 
Malacan ang's request to be given a 
list of questions in advance is wrong 
and "impractical." 

He said that all of the cabinet officials 
invited to attend the hearing should 
all be present during the same ses-
sion. 

"Kaya nga kasi in aid of legislation 
iyon eh. Gusto nilang iwasan itong 
hearing na ito, hindi puwede. Saka 
hindi pwuede na magkahiwahiwalay 
ang cabinet members at ang mga 
kapulisan at militar na patatawag sa 
hering na ito," he said. 

Enrile also said that he will reveal 
new information regarding the Ma-
masapano operation during the hear-
ing, but declined to elaborate. 

He also denied that the new infor-
mation was given to him by the SAF 
survivors who talked to him while he 
was confined at the PNP General Hos-
pital in Camp Crame during his incar-

ceration last year. —ALG, GMA 

News 

(Continued from page 3) 

ENRILE WANTS TO KNOW... 
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New trade chief Cristobal: 
DTI will work 'beyond  
administrations' 
For newly appointed Trade Secretary Adrian Cristobal Jr, 'too little time' is not a reason 

for the agency 'to just coast along' 

US networks talk shows 
and even Hollywood who 
were astounded by her in-
telligence and quick repar-
tee to each question. 

 Other Top News  of 2015 

 Mamasapano Massacre 

 Pope Francis’ visit to 
the Philippines 

 PH wins in arbitrary 
court vs.China 

 Monstrous traffic in 

PH  

 Poe and Duterte enters 
Presidential race 

 ISIS attack in Paris 

 APEC meeting in Ma-
nila 

 Obama,Trudeau,other 
world leaders attend 
Climate Change meet-
ing despite ISIS attacks 
in Paris 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

WHO MADE WAVES…? 

MANILA, Philippines — With 
6 months left in the current 
administration and the elec-
tions just around the corner, 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI) welcomes 
2016 with a new secretary: 
Adrian Cristobal Jr. 

But for Cristobal, who is the 
former trade undersecretary, 
“too little time” is not a reason 
for the agency “to just coast 
along."  

“Some may think there is too 
little time to try anything new, 
new ideas and approaches. 
That is not the DTI way. There 
is no difference between an 
election year and an ordinary 
year. We will continue to push 
ourselves and do our best. To 
stand still is a sure way to 
fail,” Cristobal told employees 
of the DTI at the turnover cer-
emony in Makati on Monday, 
January 4. 

Cristobal said DTI is going full 
steam ahead, building on the 
successes of former Trade 
Secretary Gregory Domingo 
and simplifying processes to 
further ease doing business in 
the Philippines. 

“We look beyond administra-
tions. We look at generations. 
The six months left and the 
elections are not relevant to 
our daily work and mandate. 

The organization is designed 
to meet challenges of the 21st 
century,” Cristobal said. 

Cristobal’s focus is to have 
micro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSMEs) at the core 
of DTI’s policies and programs 
and to strengthen consumer 
protection through quality 
consciousness. 

“It’s not only the economic 
numbers that count but in 
[what we contribute to] allevi-
ating poverty,” he said. 

Cristobal said he will give im-
portance to the DTI’s shared 
services facilities (SSF) project 
which he believes "has a 
greater impact on the liveli-
hood of Filipinos in the grass-
roots level.” 

The SSF project intends to 
improve the competitiveness 
of MSMEs by providing them 
with machinery, equipment, 
tools, systems, and training. 

Cristobal said DTI will contin-
ue to be vigilant in protecting 
consumer rights by promoting 
quality. 

“It’s not about resolving con-
sumer complaints but reduc-
ing them by promoting quality 
consciousness, a culture of 
quality to new standards of 
excellence,” he added. 

According to the new DTI 

chief, his agency will continue 
to entice investors from here 
and abroad through targeted 
policies using roadmaps and 
pursue trade agreements and 
bilateral trade with other 
countries. 

Cristobal said he will assign an 
officer in charge to handle 
work in his former position as 
undersecretary for industry 
development group and as 
managing head of the Board of 
Investments until a new un-
dersecretary is designated by 
Malacan ang. 

Cristobal, who is in his 9th 
year serving DTI, was first 
appointed as undersecretary 
for consumer welfare in 2001. 

He then moved on as director 
general of the Intellectual 
Property Office of the Philip-
pines, an attached agency of 
the DTI, from 2005 to 2009. 

In 2010, Cristobal returned as 
undersecretary for industry 
development group. 

Domingo tendered his resig-
nation in September to return 
to the private sector, but was 
prevailed upon to stay on until 
after the Philippine hosting of 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC Leaders’ 
Summit last November. –

 Rappler.com  

TOO LITTLE TIME. New DTI Secretary Cristobal tells colleagues: 'Some may think there is too little time 
to try anything new, new ideas and approaches. That is not the DTI way.' Photo by DTI 

Jojo Binay booed 
at Cebu Sinulog 
festival 
By: Carmel Loise Matus  

CEBU CITY – It wasn’t ex-
actly the rousing Sinulog 
welcome expected by Vice 
President Jejomar Binay. 

Close to 10,000 people in-
side the Cebu City Sports 
Center booed Binay on Sun-
day after he was intro-
duced by suspended Mayor 
Mike Rama during the for-
mal opening of the Sinulog 
Grand Parade past 9 a.m. 

The boos grew louder 
when Binay stood to give a 
speech. 

Apparently, the jeering 
prompted the Vice Presi-
dent to cut short his 
speech. 

“Maayong buntag sa inyong 
tanan (Good morning eve-
ryone). Viva Pit Senyor!” 
was all he said. 

Binay, standard bearer of 
the United Nationalist Alli-
ance came with his running 
mate, Sen. Gringo Honasan 
and senatorial candidates 
Princess Kiram, Alma 
Moreno and Harry Roque, 
as well as his son suspend-
ed Makati City Mayor Jun-
jun Binay. 

The Vice President and his 
group then went down to 
the media center to have 
breakfast comprising of 
tinuwang isda (fish-based 
soup with tomatoes and 

ginger), bodbod (sweet 
sticky rice wrapped in ba-
nana leaves), rosquillos 
(scallop-shaped cookies 
famous in Liloan town 
northern Cebu) and ripe 
banana. 

After breakfast, he went up 
back to the VIP section of 
the grandstand to continue 
watching the presentation 
on stage. 

At least 32 dancing contin-
gents, 49 floats, 31 higantes 
and 17 puppeteers would 
join the Sinulog Grand Pa-
rade that would start and 
end at the grandstand of 
the CCSC. 

The contingents would pa-
rade around the major city 
streets in a carousel route, 
drawing in thousands of 
tourists and revelers who 
wanted to see their perfor-
mance. 

Although the dancing con-
tingents would perform in 
the streets, they usually 
reserved their best routine 
during their final dance at 
the grandstand. 

The Sinulog Grand Parade 
was the culmination of the 
10-day festivities that start-
ed on Jan. 8 with the foot 
procession to the Basilica 
Minore del Sto. Nino.   
Inquirer Visayas  

Vice President Jejomar Binay. INQUIRER FILE PHOTO/RAFFY LERMA 
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 Invitation to all Devotees to the Virgin of Peñafrancia 

2016 Peñafrancia Novena Schedule 

Our Lady of Assumption Church 
2565 Bathurst St, Toronto 
All novenas start at 2 PM 

DATE   PROVINCIAL SPONSORS 

January 17, 2016 ALBAY 
   Lorna and Bobby Achacon 
   Ching and Tony Ragos 
   Sylvia and Paeng Nebres 
   Reception at the Church Hall 
 
February 21, 2016 SORSOGON and MASBATE 
   Naty and Toti 
   Reception at the Church Hall 
 
March 20, 2016  CATANDUANES 
   Mayette and Felix Reyes 
   Fel-aire Families 
   Reception at the Church Hall 
 
April 17, 2016  CAMARINES SUR 
   Cabaltera Family 
   Reception TBA 
 
May 15, 2016  CAMARINES SUR 
   Olayon and Angeles Families 
   Reception at the Rectory Grounds 
 
June 19, 2016  CAMARINES SUR 
   Magistrado Family 
   Velarde Family 
   Padua Family 
   Reception at the Church Hall 
 
July 17, 2016  CAMARINES SUR 
   Nabua Association of Canada (c/o Noli Aquino) 
   Reception at the Church Hall 
 
August 21, 2016  CAMARINES NORTE 
   Camarines Norte Association (c/o Susan Llanera) 
   Reception at the Church Hall 
 
September 11, 2016 CAMARINES SUR 
   Iriguenos Sa’di Canada (c/o Isabel Delima 
   UNEP Association (c/o Ester Carpenter) 

September 17, 2016  FEAST DAY 

    ALL BICOLANOS 
 
    MORNING—Starts at 8 AM   
    Fluvial Parade the Bluffers Park Marina 
    Liturgical Services and Pot Luck Picnic at 
    Bluffers Park (at Brimley Road south) 
 
    EVENING—Starts at 6:45 PM 
    Procession and Mass at Our Lady of 
    Assumption at 2565 Bathurst St., Toronto 
    Reception at the Church Hall 
    Bring your Special Bicolano dish for the  
    Karakanan Fiesta to celebrate “Viva la Virgen” 
 
For general information and if you want to be a Provincial Sponsor 
 
Bobby Achacon       647 456-3641  Paeng Nebres 416 618-1362 
Noli Aquino       416 226-5286  Felix Reyes 905 896-4958  

Our Lady of Peñafrancia, the Principal Patroness and Queen of Bicol and is endear-
ingly addressed by Bicolanos as INA (mother). The fluvial procession is observed on 
her feast day.  Along the route, people shout "Viva La Virgen!”  The image is sur-
rounded by exclusively male devotees as shown in photo, led by the Bicol association 
president Rafael Nebres (R) , for Bicolano folk custom holds that no woman, Filipina 
or foreigner, may board the boat with the Virgin as this will surely spell disaster. 
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MANILA, Philippines — It’s 
official. The Philippines is 
launching its first Filipino-
made satellite in space in 
April this year. 

Young Filipino scientists and 
officials of the Department of 
Science and Technology 
(DOST), led by Undersecre-
tary for Scientific and Tech-
nological Services Rowena 
Cristina Guevara, are set to 
turn over on Wednesday the 
Philippine Scientific Earth 
Observation Micro-satellite 
(Phil-Microsat) to their coun-
terparts at the Japan Aero-
space Exploration Agency 
(JAXA) in Tsukuba City. 

Phil-Microsat, nicknamed 
“Diwata,” is the “first Filipino-
made” and co-developed mi-
cro-satellite, which will pro-
vide real-time images that 
will help improve govern-
ment’s response to natural 
calamities and the monitoring 
of the country’s agricultural, 
fisheries and forest resources, 
according to Carlos Primo 

David, executive director of 
the Philippine Council for 
Industry, Energy and Emerg-
ing Technology Research and 
Development (PCIEERD). 

While the Philippines had in 
the past two communication 
satellites in orbit—Agila-1 
and Agila-2—these were both 
privately owned and bought 
abroad. 

Interestingly, this develop-
ment in the Philippines’ space 
history comes almost 47 
years since the country first 
won the Miss Universe crown 
and man made its giant leap 
in space exploration with the 
landing of the Apollo II mis-
sion in the moon. More than 
four decades later, the Philip-
pines has clinched for the 
third time the Miss Universe 
crown and is now set to ac-
tively join space exploration. 

“It seems that it is written in 
the stars that we’ll win Miss 
Universe and launch our very 
own equipment in space [at 

almost the same time],” David 
told the Philippine Daily In-
quirer on Tuesday. 

Following the turnover, Japa-
nese experts will then con-
duct final tests on the micro-
satellite’s space-worthiness 
before sending it over to the 
US’ National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, David 
has explained.  NASA would 
then hand the device over to 
SpaceX, which would launch 
sometime in April a rocket 
carrying the micro-satellite to 
the International Space Sta-
tion (ISS), David said. 

The PCIEERD chief said that 
upon the entry of the 50-kilo 
“balikbayan-box-sized” micro
-satellite into the ISS, an as-
tronaut would conduct a final 
check on the device before 
releasing it into orbit for at 
least 18 months. 

Diwata would be the first of 
two micro-satellites to be 
launched into space until next 
year. It is part of a three-year 
P840.82-million program, 
which would also see the con-
struction of a ground receiv-
ing station in Subic, Zam-
bales, called the Philippine 
Earth Data Resources Obser-

vation (PEDRO). 

PEDRO is tasked to receive 
and store data sent by Diwa-
ta, which is expected to take a 
daily average of 3,600 high-
resolution images using its 
four cameras. 

Joel Marciano Jr., Phil-
Microsat program head, earli-
er said that the Diwata has 
been equipped with a high-
precision telescope that could 
“determine the extent of dam-
age from disasters,” like an 
onslaught of a storm, as well 
as “monitor cultural and nat-
ural heritage sites,” like the 
Mayon Volcano in Albay prov-
ince. 

He added that Diwata has 
been fitted with a space-
borne multispectral imager 
with liquid crystal tunable 
filter that could “monitor 
changes in vegetation and 
ocean productivity,” a wide-
field camera that could ob-
serve “cloud patterns and 
weather disturbance,” and a 
middle field camera, “an engi-
neering payload that would 
be used to assist in determin-
ing the location of each image 
captured by the other optics.” 

Science Secretary Mario Mon-

tejo said on Tuesday that be-
cause of Diwata’s capabilities, 
the government could have 
better disaster response 
mechanisms because of the 
availability of real-time data. 

He added that the cost of this 
project was just a “small in-
vestment,” noting that in 
2013 when Supertyphoon 
“Yolanda” devastated Eastern 
Visayas, the government had 
to pay around P56 million for 
a single satellite image show-
ing areas affected by the ty-
phoon. 

When asked why the govern-
ment took so long to invest in 
a space program, David said 
that it could be because pre-
vious administrations “didn’t 
see its practical purpose at 
that point in time.” 

“We relied on the existing 
technologies [available 
abroad]. It’s only in this ad-
ministration that we simply 
said, ‘OK, if I need this kind of 
data then I’d acquire it my-
self,’” David said. 

He noted that while govern-
ment could indeed buy par-
ticular services from other 
countries, “inherent ad-

(Continued on page 9) 

year’s national and local elec-
tions will be an honest, 
transparent and accountable 
democratic process and not a 
“monkey business”. Or else 
we Filipinos will be the los-
ers. And that is why we are 
critically watching the 
COMELEC and all the politi-
cians from president down to 
the local levels as deserving 
to be crowned ones and not 
clowns.  
 

*   *   * 
 

`The official campaign period 
for candidates for President, 
Vice President, Senator and 
party-list system starts on 
February 9 up to May 7, 
2016. For candidates for 
Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives and elective re-
gional, provincial, city and 
municipal officials, the cam-
paign period starts on March 
25 and ends on May 7, 2016. 

 
This early however, politics 
make up our day and our 
nightmares at night. We eat, 
drink, think and talk politics. 
We hear politics from our 
community’s barber, baker 
and barker of tricycles and 
jeepneys. And all share the 
same “one-day-only-dream” 
as there’s so much money at 
stake. The political machin-
ery and political economy is 
alive and in a swell. The 
hardest to find these days is 
conscience. The 90-day cam-
paign period for national po-
sitions and 45-day period for 
local elective positions is the 
future for the many. It’s their 
time. It’s the Year of the 
Monkey. We’re going bana-
nas. 
 

*   *   * 
 

The COMELEC disqualifica-
tion of Grace Poe in the mer-
ry and happy month of De-
cember and Davao City 
Mayor Rody Duterte’s “slips 
of the tongue” that hogged 

media space during the time 
was a lucky year-ender for 
both Vice President Jejomar 
Binay and Mar Roxas. 
 
After filing his official candi-
dacy for president of the PDP 
Laban as substitute for Mr. 
Dino who withdrew before 
the December 10 COMELEC 
deadline for substitution, 
Duterte made a short history 
and shot to Numero Uno at 
one time in the NCR survey. 
But a “puff-on-the-Pope” 
suddenly brought him back 
down to earth.  
 
Poe, the consistent frontrun-
ner in the ratings game was 
stalled with her legal battles 
with SET and the COMELEC 
and the fickle-minded 
“survey-suki crowd” shifted 
their “allegiance”. Her loyal-
ists however kept their calm 
and unperturbed in their 
battlecry for “Partido Galing 
at Puso”  kept watch on the 
political battlefield. 
 
At the turn of the events, vice 

president Binay made a re-
surgent comeback and 
topped the major surveys 
again. Mar Roxas, stuck at 
number four among the 
presidential contenders pre-
viously, made a dramatic rise 
in the polls with a sudden 
leap of an improvement. 
 
And for senator Miriam De-
fensor Santiago, she is still 
has her million followers in 
the netizen republic. If only 
the social media could elect a 
president, she is a real alter-
native.  
 
We cannot comment on the 
candidates for the vice presi-
dency. After all, they are in 
the “waiting game” in these 
islands’ political reality or 
shall we say, fantasy. Really. 
 
These are exciting days 
ahead, more or less. The cir-
cus has already began. 
 

*   *   * 
 

We are so sorry for missing 

the December deadline of 
our Waves From Home col-
umn because of another ter-
rible crash of our computer 
system. We missed the op-
portunity to greet and thank 
the readers of Filipinos Mak-
ing Waves News for a full 
year of writing for our kaba-
bayans, not only in Canada 
but in many other parts of 
the world, who follow us as 
we meander and flex our 
mental faculties ~~~ as we 
wade in the local social, po-
litical and cultural waves of 
our shores. 
 
This time, let me be the first 
to greet all Kung Hei Fa Choi! 
May the Year of the Red Fire 
Monkey bring you all the 
abundance, happiness and 
fruitful healthy lives as we 
move on in our respective 
places in the world. From 
our shores here, to yours 
over there, Mabuhay! 
 
With barely four months 
before the personality con-
test.  ⦿ 

(Continued from page 5) 

WAVES FROM HOME... 

1st PH-made  
satellite set to go 
into space 
By: Jovic Yee  

 

2016  

Canada’s largest Filipino street festival is searching for  

talented performers for an exciting entertainment program planned for 

the August 20-21 2016 event.   

ALL AGES — Singers, Dance groups, Bands, Cultural groups, Program 

Hosts.  Extraordinary talents are most welcomed!  
 

Contact Rolly Mangante at 416 845-4984 

or email us:  entertain@tasteofmanilatoronto.com 

(For volunteers:  volunteer@tasteofmanilatoronto.com) 
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vantages” to developing Philippine 
technologies prompted the creation 
of Phil-Microsat. 

“In terms of capability-building, the 
value of whatever you produce will 
actually be much more [than you ex-
pect]. And since the know-how is 
there, sustainability then does not 
become a problem,” he said. 

Once Diwata becomes operational, 
not only will it aid government in dis-
aster events and monitoring re-
sources, it will also capture the coun-
try’s natural wonders, which will be 
uploaded every day by the DOST on 
its website, according to David. 

This endeavor, Montejo said, has 
shown that “sky’s the limit” for our 
Filipino scientists and innovators, 
and that “we can turn our dreams 
into reality.”  SFM – Philippine Daily 

Inquirer  

(Continued from page 8) 

1ST PH-MADE SATELLITE... 

OPINION 

Aquino short on social 
compassion 
By: Amado Doronila  

CANBERRA—In its twilight, the Aqui-
no administration is battered by the 
tempestuous backlash over social poli-
cy—his veto of a legislation seeking to 
increase the pensions of 2.15 million 
members of the state-run Social Secu-
rity System (SSS), which handles the 
pension fund of workers in the private 
sector. 

The storm came as President Aquino, a 
scion of the country’s largest landed 
estate (the 4,000-hectare plus Hacien-
da Luisita in Tarlac province), pre-
pares to step down from six-years in 
power after the national elections in 
May. 

The veto of the last major legislation 
on social policy during his administra-
tion defines his legacy. 

Shooting down the proposed law 
marks the Aquino presidency as a po-
litical reformer short on social com-
passion and insensitive to the welfare 
of the poor, disadvantaged and low-
income groups in Philippine society. 

If the pension-increase policy took 
place in parliamentary systems with 
extensive welfare state programs, as in 
Western Europe, Australia and New 
Zealand, such a deficit in social legisla-
tion would have sparked calls for a 
change of government or a vote of con-
fidence in parliament. 

The worst thing that happened was 
that the administration has been re-
ceiving heavy flak, with disappointed 
pensioners calling the President 
“heartless.” 

The proposed law, House Bill No. 
5842, provides for P2,000 across-the-
board increase in SSS monthly pen-
sions. 

Trickery 

The President deflected the fallout 
with trickery by playing off groups of 
SSS pensioners against one another. 
During a trip to Bulacan province last 
week, Mr. Aquino explained the rea-
sons for the veto. He said it was unfair 
to grant the increase at the expense of 
other SSS members. 

“While 2.15 million members will be 
delighted, the other 30 million will be 
at risk. Is that right?” he said during an 
interview on state-run Radyo ng 
Bayan. 

Presenting himself as a statesman, he 
said: “As the father of the nation, you 
shouldn’t look only at what is needed 
now. You also have to plan for the 

needs of the country in the coming 
years. So, I am heartless now but in 
2007, when the SSS becomes bankrupt 
[and is not able to pay for the pension 
of] more than 30 million members, 
they will call me careless and heartless 
at the same time.” 

Rattled by the backlash from the rank-
and-file members of the SSS, officials 
of the ruling Liberal Party expressed 
alarm over the impact of the veto on 
LP candidates for President, Vice Pres-
ident, senator and representative in 
the May elections. 

The backlash sent Malacan ang twisting 
in the wind to explain and justify the 
veto. 

In his veto message sent to Senate 
President Franklin Drilon and House 
Speaker Feliciano Belmonte Jr., Mr. 
Aquino said that while the House bill 
seeking the pension increase would 
benefit the private sector retirees, “we 
cannot support the bill in its present 
form because of dire financial conse-
quences.” 

He said the P2,000 across-the-board 
increase with the corresponding ad-
justment of the minimum monthly 
pension would result in substantial 
negative income since the proposed 
increase for each retiree multiplied by 
the present 2.15 million pensioners 
would result in a total pay-out of P56 
billion annually. 

Compared against the annual invest-
ment income of P30 billion to P40 bil-
lion, such total payment for pensioners 
will yield a deficit of P16 billion to P26 
billion annually. 

Zero by 2029 

“Given this situation, the SSS will be 
constrained to draw from and use its 
Investment Reserve Fund (IRF) to sup-
port the pension increase. Consequent-
ly, the IRF will diminish over the years, 
eventually zero by 2029. The stability 
of the entire benefit, whose present 
membership comprises about 31 mil-
lion people, will be seriously compro-
mised in favor of 2 million pensioners 
and their dependents,” the President 
said. 

In view of these considerations, he 
said, he was forced to veto the bill. As 
if this explanation is not already pro-
testing too much, the Palace delivered 
another lecture. A Malacan ang spokes-
person said it was the responsibility of 
the government to ensure that all its 

(Continued on page 10) 

People fall in line at the Membership Assistance Center of the Social Security System 
(SSS) Building at East Avenue, Quezon City. INQUIRER PHOTO /RAFFY LERMA 

Toronto is #7 on the New York 
Times' '52 Places to Go in 
2016' list 
‘Canada’s largest city is ready for 
its close-up,’ says the Times 

The New York Times has listed To-
ronto at number 7 on its list of 52 
Places to Go in 2016. (Rebecca 
Blackwell/Associated Press) 

The New York Times has released 
its list of 52 Places to Go in 2016 in 
its travel section and Toronto has 
grabbed a top spot – number seven 
– on the list. 

"Toronto is remaking itself as Can-
ada's premier city," the section 
says, declaring the largest city in 
Canada is "ready for its close-up." 

The list, which is released annually 
by the Times, highlights Toronto's 
growing green spaces, public art, 
as well as its bike and pedestrian 
paths. 

It also mentions how Toronto plays 
host to several cultural and sport-
ing events, including the Toronto 
International Film Festival each 
September and the upcoming 2016 
N.B.A. All-Star game, which will be 
held at Air Canada Centre on Feb. 
16. 

Mexico City topped the list which 
described it as "a metropolis that 
has it all." 

The only other Canadian place on 
the list of 52 destinations is the 
Southern Gulf Islands in B.C. which 
holds the 50th spot. 

Last year, Quebec City and 
Squamish, B.C. were on the list at 
number 40 and 32, respectively.  
CBC News 
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Happy Birthday from Waves 

Taste of Manila Chairman Rolly Mangante (L) and Vice-Chair Pete 
Torralba (R) welcomed Councillor Jason Cuento and former mayor 
Joel Cuento of Santa Maria, Laguna at the TOM office.  PHOTO BY  

WAVES 

CANADIAN CONNECTIONS.  Newly appointed Philippine Trade Secretary, Adrian Cristobal Jr. (center) 
spent some time with the Soriano family during his recent visit to Toronto. 

Jan 30:  Happy Birthday Dad! 

Rolly and Edith Vallena celebrated their 38th wedding anniversary at Peter and Paul Banquet Hall on 
Dec. 11, 2015 with relatives, and friends.  PHOTO BY ARIEL RAMOS 

Love, Riley aka Ningning 

obligations to 31 million SSS 
members could be met. 

Contrary to criticisms that the 
President was insensitive to 
the needs of retirees, the offi-
cial said, “It would be the 
height of irresponsibility and 
lack of compassion” if the ad-
ministration adopts the bill 
that could shorten the life of 
the pension fund. 

At least, it was a relief that the 
Palace did not drag this time 
“daang matuwid” (straight 
path governance) into the 
discussion. 

Bonuses defended 

The Palace official also took 
the occasion to deny the issue 
that SSS funds were being 
spent on excessive bonuses of 
SSS executives, noting that the 
bonuses were just a fraction 
of the total operating expens-
es of the pension fund. 

SSS executives joined the cho-
rus of explanations. The SSS 
president and chief executive 
officer, Emilio de Quiros Jr., 
said an increase in pension 
“would have consequences for 
both the 2.15 million current 
pensioners and 31 million SSS 
members.” He said the P2,000 
increase would lead to a pro-

jected deficit of P26 billion for 
2016, from an expected in-
come of P41 billion. 

“As the number of pensioners 
grows, the initial P56 billion 
in additional benefit outlay 
per year would increase, 
which in turn would contrib-
ute to the rising annual deficit 
or net loss incurred by the 
SSS,” he added. 

If the bill had been signed into 
law, SSS funds, projected to 
last until 2042, or 26 years 
from now, would be wiped 
out by 2029, or in 13 years, De 
Quiros said. 

Even without an increase in 
pension, the SSS claimed that 
in terms of absolute value, it 
was providing members a 
generous return of P6 to P15 
in benefits for every peso they 
contribute to the SSS. 

The message is clear to pen-
sioners: Forget increase in 
pensions. 

But at the same time, SSS 
commissioners will continue 
to receive their fat bonuses as 
reward for prudent management 
of member’s contribution to the 
provident fund. 

There is such a taskmaster and 
slave hierarchy in the SSS pyra-
mid. –  
Philippine Daily Inquirer 

(Continued from page 9) 

AQUINO SHORT ON SOCIAL...  

CONGRATULATIONS  

ADRIAN CRISTOBAL JR. 
PHILIPPINE TRADE SECRETARY 
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CFC's Christmas Party / HH Group held on Dec 19 2015 with Gladys Calderon of Silkway Travel & 
Cruise Inc. 

The well-attended PIDC Christmas party held Dec 20 at the Casa Manila coincided with the birthday of its president, Norma Carpio, very much loved and supported by PIDC 

officers, members and special guests.  PHOTO BY ARIEL RAMOS 

2015 
CHRISTMAS 

CELEBRATIONS 

Community 

The CANTOS-CASTILLO CHRISTMAS FAMILY REUNION held at Gil Castillo’s pad in Niagara Falls.  On right are the Cantos-Castillo nieces, nephews and grandchildren. 

Waves of Pinoy Radio in Action!  (L-R) Teresa Torralba (Waves 
News), Von Canton (Pinoyradio.com), Mon Torralba (Waves News) 
and Paeng Nebres (Action Honda).  
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With WAVES,  
your ad ripples 

Olivia Limpe-Aw, fifth-generation and first female chair and chief ex-

ecutive officer of 162-year-old DIstileria Limtuaco, joins the Filipino 

Inventors Society as she presents her latest inventions: a utility model 

that uses mango as base for rhum (on the table before FIS President 

Benjamin Santos), and  her latest procedure in aging using charred 

oak chips (bottom photo).  To the inventors, Limpe-Aw advised, 

“Study what is not yet in the market, 

then create something to address 

that need—then you can make it 

big.” (S&T Media Service) 

NEWEST ADDITION TO THE  
FILIPINO INVENTORS SOCIETY  
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National Shrine of our Mother of Perpetual Help 

 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

131 McCaul St, Toronto 

(416) 598-3269 

 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY MASS & DEVOTIONS: 
7:30 am * 9:30am * 12 noon, * 2:30pm * 5:05pm * 7:00pm 

 

Religious Inspirations Even the WAVES obey Him... 

Vatican City -Pope Francis 
launched a new series of cat-
echesis on mercy for his gen-
eral audiences, telling pilgrims 
that the love and forgiveness 
of God can’t be overcome by 
anything, including our sin. 

 “In the Book of Exodus, God 
defines himself as the God of 
mercy.  This is his name, 
through which he reveals to us 
his face and his heart,” the 
Pope said in his Jan 13 general 
audience. 

The description of God as be-
ing “steadfast in love and faith-
fulness” is beautiful, he said, 
adding that this description 
“says everything. Because God 
is great and powerful, but this 
greatness and power unfold in 
loving us, so little, so incapa-
ble.” 

Used in this way, the word 
love indicates an attitude of 

affection, grace and goodness, 
he said, distinguishing this 
from the type of superficial 
love we see in soap operas. 

It’s always love that “makes 
the first step, that doesn't de-
pend on human merits but 
gives an immense gratuity,” he 
said, adding that “nothing can 
stop divine solicitude, not 
even sin, because it knows 
how to go beyond sin, over-
coming evil and forgiving it.” 

Pope Francis spoke to pilgrims 
gathered in the Vatican’s Paul 
VI Hall for his weekly general 
audience. This week he began 
a new series of catechesis ded-
icated to mercy according to 
the bible, a decision he said he 
made so that we can “learn 
mercy by listening to what 
God himself teaches us with 
his word.” 

After listening to the day’s 

reading from Exodus, the Pope 
pointed to how God tells Mo-
ses that he is “the Lord, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger and abounding in stead-
fast love and faithfulness.” 

These words are echoed 
throughout the Old Testament, 
he said, noting that the same 
formula is found in other texts. 
Although the variations are 
different, “always the empha-
sis is put on mercy and on the 
love of God who never tires of 
forgiving.” 

Francis said that when refer-
ring to God, the word “mercy” 
evokes an attitude of tender-
ness, much like the kind a 
mother shows toward her chil-
dren. 

 “The image is that of a God 
who is moved and softens for 
us like a mother when she 
takes her child in her arms, 

desiring only to love, protect, 
help and is ready to give eve-
rything, even herself. A love, 
then, that can be defined in a 
good way as 'visceral,'” he 
said. 

He noted how God is also re-
ferred to as “compassionate,” 
and that it is out of this com-
passion that the Lord in his 
greatness “bends down to 
whoever is weak and poor, 
always ready to welcome, to 
understand and to forgive.” 

Pope Francis then referred to 
the parable of the Prodigal 
Son. After the younger son 
took his inheritance and 
squandered it, the father never 
abandoned him or closed him-
self in resentment, but contin-
ued to wait for his return. 

Once the younger son came 
back, the father ran to meet 
him and embraced him, Fran-
cis said, explaining that “so 
great was the love and joy for 
having found him again, (the 
father) didn't even allow him 
to finish his confession – it's 
like he covered his mouth.” 

Then the father called the old-
er son and invited him in to 
the celebration. Even though 
the older son is bitter, the fa-
ther “tries to open his heart to 
love, because no one is exclud-
ed from the feast of mercy,” 
the Pope observed. 

Francis noted how this same 
merciful God is described as 
being “slow to anger,” and is 
willing to wait patiently, like a 
wise farmer who waits for his 
crop, for the seeds of repent-
ance to grow in our hearts. 

 “God is totally and always 
reliable. He is a solid and sta-
ble presence. This is the cer-
tainty of our faith.” 

Pope Francis closed his ad-
dress by praying that during 

the Jubilee of Mercy, all would 
entrust themselves entirely to 
the Lord, “and experience the 
joy of being loved by this God 
who is merciful and compas-
sionate, slow to anger and 
great in love and faithfulness.” 

After greeting pilgrims pre-
sent from various countries 
around the world, the Pope 
offered special prayers for the 
victims and families of yester-
day’s suicide bombing near 
the famous Blue Mosque in 
Istanbul. 

At least 10 people were killed 
and several injured when a 
suicide bomber, identified as a 
Syrian, blew himself up in Is-
tanbul’s Sultanahmet district, 
which is near the Blue 
Mosque. ISIS has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack. 

In his comments, Pope Francis 
invited faithful to pray for the 
victims, and asked that the 
merciful God “give eternal 
peace to the deceased, comfort 
to the families, firm solidarity 
to society as a whole,” and that 
he “convert the hearts of the 
violent.” - CNA/EWTN News 

Jesus Rafael Espique 

Suddenly taken from us on January 2, 2016.   
Beloved father of Jessielyne (Darren),  

Jemelle (Kevin), Jenise (Bekela), Justin and Melissa.   
Loving Papa Jess to Moses,Reyna, Hilari and Adonis.  

Dear brother of Evangeline (Tony),Prescilla (Robert), Socorro, Gloria (Alex), 
 Shirley (Rob).  Predeceased by his parents Florencio and Irene Espique and  

his brothers Dionisio, Ludivico and Melanio.  Sadly Missed by his many relatives and 
friends here in Canada and all over the world.  Funeral was held on January 9, 2016.  

He was laid to rest in Natividad, Pangasinan, Philippines. 

Family will celebrate his Life in a private memorial service. 

Two huge annual religious feasts celebrated in the Philippines on 

the first month of the year are also observed  at St. Patrick’s 

Church in Toronto.  The Black Nazarene and Santo Nino (Holy In-

fant Jesus) were celebrated on Jan 9 and Jan 16 respectively.  On 

both occasions, Fr. Rey Abella officiated the liturgy and blessed the 

images.  After the church services, a sumptuous lunch was shared 

in the church hall.  Thanks to Fr. Santo Arrigo and the  Seniors 

group at St. Patrick’s.  PHOTOS BY WAVES. 

Nothing can stop God's mercy – not even sin, Pope says 
by Elise Harris 

Door of Mercy at St. Patrick’s 
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WASHINGTON—Top diplo-
mats and defense officials of 
the United States and the Phil-
ippines met on Tuesday to 
discuss arrangements for ex-
panded US military presence 
in eight facilities  in the Philip-
pines in a bid to strengthen 
maritime cooperation amid 
tensions with China in the dis-
puted South China Sea. 

Speaking to reporters after the 
talks, Philippine Foreign Sec-
retary Albert del Rosario said 
he discussed with US officials 
locations where the Philip-
pines could provide access to 

US forces for “mutual benefit.” 

The high-level meeting was 
held at the Department of 
State hours after the Philip-
pine Supreme Court upheld 
the constitutionality of the 
Enhanced Defense Coopera-
tion Agreement (Edca) signed 
by the two countries in 2014. 
The pact will allow American 
forces, warships and planes to 
access to local military camps. 

In Manila, Col. Restituto Pa-
dilla, spokesperson for the 
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines, told reporters that Ma-
nila had offered Washington 

eight bases where it may build 
facilities to store equipment 
and supplies under the Edca. 

“The list [was] prepared many 
months ago when we had ear-
lier discussions,” Padilla said, 
adding that five military air-
fields, two naval bases and a 
jungle training camp were 
offered to the United States. 

“These are still subject to ap-
proval and we’re going to hold 
final discussions about these 
areas,” he added. 

China’s official Xinhua news 
agency, in an English-language 

commentary, said the Edca 
would only escalate tensions 
and “could push the situation 
to the brink of war.” 

“The deal is groundless be-
cause China, which sticks to a 
defensive defense policy, has 
never coerced any country on 
the South China Sea issue,” it 
said. 

The Philippines has accused 
China of using flashing lights 
and flares to challenge Philip-
pine military flights over the 
contested Spratly Islands and 
said it wanted to see more US 
operations to uphold freedom 
of navigation and overflight in 
the region. 

Critical ally 

US Defense Secretary Ash 
Carter described the Philip-
pines as a critical ally as the 
United States looks to boost its 
presence in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

He said the two sides were 
discussing how to use the de-
fense pact “to strengthen our 
maritime security capabilities 
and our role in keeping a 
peaceful region, a region with-
out divisions, without ten-
sions, and a region where eve-
ryone has freedom to carry 
out their affairs, including 
commerce.” 

The Philippines has increas-
ingly testy relations with Chi-
na over their territorial dis-
pute in the South China Sea, 
where six Asian governments 
are vying for control of small 
islands and shoals in seas that 

serve as a thoroughfare for 
about one-third of world 
trade. 

The United States is looking to 
support the ill-equipped Phil-
ippine military and counter 
assertive Chinese action. 

The Philippines has protested 
China’s  recent test landings 
by aircraft on one of several 
artificial islands Beijing has 
built in the Spratlys. 

‘Provocative’ 

Del Rosario said China’s 
“provocative” challenges to 
Philippine military flights 
amounted to China establish-
ing a de facto air defense iden-
tification zone, as it did over 
the East China Sea. 

He said the Philippines was 
looking at the possibility of 
joint activities with the United 
States in the South China Sea, 
but stopped short of saying 
they were considering joint 
patrols. 

In October a US Navy warship 
sailed within the supposed 22-
kilometer (12-nautical-
mile)  territorial limit of Zamo-
ra Reef, another of the fea-
tures built by China. 

US Secretary of State John Ker-
ry said the United States had 
an “ironclad commitment” to 
the security of the Philippines, 
and that they shared a com-
mitment to democracy and 
human rights. 

Nearly a century of US military 

(Continued on page 19) 

PH offers 8 bases to US 

TALKSONUS ACCESS TO PH BASES US State Secretary John Kerry, second from right, joined by, from 
left, Philippine Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin, Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario and US De-
fense Secretary Ash Carter, speaks during ameeting between the US and the Philippine delegations 
in the Benjamin Franklin Room of the State Department in Washington on Tuesday. AP 
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More runways on reefs 
CHINA RAPIDLY BUILDING FACILITIES ON PH SIDE OF SPRATLY ARCHIPELAGO 

By:  Nikko Dizon  

China has nearly completed 
construction of a runway and 
other facilities on Pangani-
ban Reef, on the Philippine 
side of the Spratly archipela-
go in the heavily disputed 
South China Sea, a US-based 
think tank reported on Sat-
urday. 

Also known as Mischief Reef, 
Panganiban Reef is 216 kilo-
meters west of Palawan, well 
within the Philippines’ 370-
km exclusive economic zone 
recognized under the United 
Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea. 

China is also rapidly com-
pleting construction of a run-
way and other facilities on 
Zamora Reef (Subi Reef), 
also part of Philippine terri-
tory in the Spratlys. 

Zamora Reef is 23.4 km away 
from Pag-asa Island (Thitu 
Island), a small municipality 
in Palawan province that is 
home to a small civilian pop-
ulation. 

The Asia Maritime Transpar-
ency Initiative (Amti) re-
leased its latest report on the 
developments in the Spratlys 
on Friday, complete with 
satellite images that show in 
detail China’s swift construc-

tion undertaken in less than 
six months. 

“Mischief Reef sits just [37.8 
km] from the BRP Sierra Ma-
dre, which was deliberately 
grounded by the Philippines 
at Second Thomas Shoal 
(Ayungin Shoal) in 1999 and 
is home to a contingent of 
Philippine Marines,” the Am-
ti report said. 

“China has maintained a con-
stant coast guard presence 
around Second Thomas since 
2013 and attempted to pre-
vent resupply of the Sierra 
Madre in March 2014. Mis-
chief is also about [108 km] 
from Reed Bank (Recto 
Bank), where the Philippines 
hopes to drill for natural gas 
deposits over China’s objec-
tions,” it added. 

Strategic location 

“This strategic location com-
bined with its size (China has 
reclaimed twice as much 
land at Mischief Reef as it did 
at Fiery Cross [Kagitingan 
Reef] and about 50 percent 
more than at Subi) makes 
developments at Mischief of 
particular concern for the 
Philippines,” Amti said. 

Security expert Chester 
Cabalza of the National De-

fense College of the Philip-
pines (NDCP) described the 
progress of China’s work on 
Panganiban and Zamora 
reefs as “alarming.” 

“China has become [daring]. 
They have completed their 
construction, so what’s 
next?” Cabalza told the In-
quirer by phone. 

Cabalza said China was actu-

ally “challenging the interna-
tional community” with its 
expansive construction activ-
ities on the disputed areas in 
the Spratlys. 

“China wants to let the inter-
national community know 
that ‘This is ours,’” he said. 

Cabalza said China had been 
able to follow the timeline it 
set for staking claim to near-

ly 90 percent of the South 
China Sea, through which $5 
trillion in global trade passes 
every year. 

“The next step is to totally 
claim what they say is theirs. 
They know how the interna-
tional community, especially 
the US, Japan and India, 
would react,” Cabalza said. 

(Continued on page 17) 

COMMERCIAL PLANES LANDONKAGITINGAN Passengers and crew of a Hainan Airlines plane and a 
China SouthernAirlines plane pose for a souvenir photo on Kagitingan (Fiery Cross) Reef in the Sprat-
lys that China has transformed into an airfield. The ChinaDaily newspaper said the two planes made 
the two-hour flight to the reef from Hainan province on Jan. 6. XINHUA/AP 
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100-day maternity leave 
gets Senate nod 
By Rosette Adel 

Senators voted 19-0 to pass Senate Bill 2982 also known as the proposed Expanded 

Maternity Leave Law of 2015. Philstar.com/File 

MANILA, Philippines — The Senate 
on Monday approved on third and 
final reading a bill that pushes for a 
100-day maternity leave in the 
public and private sectors. 

Voting in favor of Senate Bill 2982 
or the proposed Expanded Mater-
nity Leave Law of 2015 were 19 
senators. 

Once enacted into law SB 2982 will 
extend the current 60 days mater-
nity leave for government employ-
ees and 60 to 78 days for employ-
ees in the private sectors to 100 
days regardless of the mode of de-
livery. 

Sen. Pia Cayetano, sponsor of the 
pending measure, said it aims to 
provide mothers with adequate 
transition time to regain their 
health and overall wellness as well 
as to assume their maternal roles 
before resuming to full-time work. 

Cayetano, also the chair of the Sen-
ate committee on women, children, 
family, relations and gender equali-
ty, noted that the current allowable 
maternity leave is less than the 
minimum 98 days requirement of 
the International Labor Organiza-
tion. 

The senator said mothers can also 
avail of an additional maternity 
leave of 30 days "without pay" pro-
vided that the employee gives the 

head of the agency an early written 
notice of 45 days before the end of 
her ordinary maternity leave. 

"The expansion of the maternity 
leave period shall not in any way 
diminish the existing maternity 
benefits granted by the employer. 
It shall not affect the female em-
ployee's security of tenure," Cay-
etano said. 

"It would also give mothers suffi-
cient financial support while on 
maternity leave," she added. 

Under SB 2982, employees from 
the private sector availing of the 
maternity leave period and bene-
fits will receive not less than two-
thirds of their regular monthly 
wages. Employers who are operat-
ing distressed establishments and 
retail or service establishments 
employing not more than ten 
workers are exempted from giving 
cash. 

Employers who pay workers on 
commission, boundary or task ba-
sis and those engaged in the pro-
duction, processing, or manufac-
turing of products and commodi-
ties including agro-processing, 
trading and services with total as-
sets of not more than P3 million 
are also exempted. – 

PHILSTAR.COM 

Private investment 

On Friday, China announced that it 
would invite private investment to 
build infrastructure on the artificial 
islands it had built in the South China 
Sea and that it would launch flights to 
one of them this year, moves likely to 
anger the Philippines and the other 
claimants to territory in the strategic 
waterway. 

Besides the Philippines, Vietnam, Bru-
nei, Malaysia and Taiwan also has 
claims in the South China Sea. 

The Philippines controlled Pangani-
ban Reef until 1995 when China 
seized it and put up structures on 
stilts there, supposedly to provide 
shelter for its fishermen. It has con-
trolled the reef since then. 

The Philippines responded by 
grounding the BRP Sierra Madre, a 
rusting naval hospital ship, on 
Ayungin Shoal in 1999. 

Amti’s latest satellite images that 
showed progress on Panganiban and 
Zamora reefs were dated Jan. 8, the 
same day Manila filed a diplomatic 
protest over China’s test flights to 
Kagitingan Reef. 

China rejected the Philippine protest, 
saying it had “undisputed sovereign-
ty” over the South China Sea, where 
islands, reefs and atolls are believed 
to be sitting on vast energy reserves. 

On Jan. 6, China landed two test 
flights on the 3,125-meter-long run-
way on Kagitingan Reef, a follow-up 
to the Jan. 2 landing that prompted a 
protest from Vietnam, which also 
claims the reef, and drew sharp criti-
cism from the United States. 

Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario 
said China’s flights to the Spratlys 
should be challenged, as it might next 
impose an air defense identification 
zone above the contested region simi-
lar to the air exclusion zone it had 
declared in the East China Sea, where 
it is locked in dispute with Japan over 
ownership of five uninhabited islands. 

The United States urged China to stop 
land reclamation and militarization in 
the Spratlys and Britain declared that 
freedom of navigation and overflight 
in the area were nonnegotiable. 

Faster progress 

Amti said only four months after it 
released images of China’s completed 
construction of its first Spratly air-
strip on Kagitingan Reef, “China has 
not only landed three civilian test 
flights on Fiery Cross, but is progress-
ing even faster than expected with its 
work at Subi and especially Mischief.” 

The think tank observed that if con-
struction of the Kagitingan airstrip 
took “at least seven months from the 
start of grading,” China’s work at Za-
mora is taking at least six months. 

On Panganiban Reef, grading began in 
September or October, and Amti said 
that “construction is already ap-
proaching completion just three to 
four months later … considerably fast-
er than (its work) on Fiery Cross or 
Subi.” 

“A fully formed and compacted sand 
runway could be seen by Oct. 19, and 
by Dec. 5 the runway and apron had 
been covered with gravel and about 

[150 meters] of concrete. As of Jan. 8, 
concrete covered most of the runway, 
which appears to be nearing comple-
tion,” Amti said, describing the work 
on Panganiban Reef. 

Satellite images show that as of Jan. 8, 
the northwest side of Panganiban 
Reef already has a 570-m-long sea-
wall, housing facilities, artificial turf 
parade grounds, cement plants and 
docks. 

China has also constructed a seawall 
and completed a dock on the artificial 
island it has built on the southern end 
of Panganiban Reef. 

‘Tower’ on Zamora 

Zamora Reef, which can be seen from 
Pagasa Island, now has an “octagonal 
tower with a conical feature at its top” 
measuring 27 to 30 m high and 12 m 
on each side, Amti said. 

Construction of the tower, located on 
the northeast side of Zamora Reef, 
was almost complete as of Jan. 8. 

“A seawall and docks have been con-
structed, and work continues on a 
number of hardened buildings,” Amti 
said. 

Also as of Jan. 8,  the “southern end of 
the runway” on Zamora Reef “had 
been paved with concrete as had most 
of the runway and apron at the north-
ern end, while the gravel base had 
been completed and concrete strips 
were visible in the central portion,” 
Amti said. 

Edca 

Cabalza said the Philippines “reacted 
with grace” when it pursued the legal 
and diplomatic track in responding to 
China’s expansionism in the South 
China Sea. 

But the Aquino administration is also 
pushing for joint patrols with the 
United States in the South China Sea 
through the Enhanced Defense Coop-
eration Agreement (Edca), which the 
Supreme Court declared constitution-
al last week. 

The Edca is seen as a deterrent to Chi-
na’s aggression as the Philippine and 
US militaries could conduct joint pa-
trols in the South China Sea, although 
Manila and Washington stress that 
the agreement will greatly contribute 
to faster humanitarian assistance and 
disaster response. 

In a speech at the East-West Center 
Association International Conference 
held at Manila Hotel on Friday, Presi-
dent Aquino said the “basic logic be-
hind” the Edca was “interoperability” 
between the Philippine and the US 
militaries. 

 “Anybody who is reasonable will see 
that this agreement is an enhance-
ment of both our countries’ abilities, 
rather than a threat to anyone else,” 
the President said. 

“To my mind, the Edca has a very 
practical purpose for developing our 
own armed forces: All the modern 
hardware carries a significant price 
tag; yet with the Edca, we have a 
chance to try the cutting-edge equip-
ment and see just how suitable they 
are to our needs, without having to 
buy them first … On the reverse side, 
the US gets to learn how to make do 
with fewer resources, which in a con-
flict situation is always a high proba-
bility if not an intense possibility,” the 
President said.  - Philippine  Daily 

Inquirer   

(Continued from page 16) 

MORE RUNWAYS ON REEFS 
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As we face yet another new year, you 
probably can’t help wishing for more 
years to add to your life — or is it more 
life to add to your years? 

One committed immunologist just 
might have stumbled on the best weap-
on against disease (your best bet for a 
healthy long life). The multi-awarded, 
Taiwan-born Dr. Jau-Fei Chen, Ph.D. 
believes that “only a properly nour-
ished immune system can readily fight 
sickness and disease.” 

With new diseases and mutating virus-
es plaguing the world today, Dr. Chen 
has dedicated herself to unraveling the 
mysteries of the immune system.  She 
declares, “I espouse the science of nu-
tritional immunology, a study that fo-
cuses on the prevention of illness, ra-
ther than the cure. It is a discipline that 
favors strength and nourishment over 
prescription and treatment.” 

But she is quick to add, “I wish to make 
clear that I do not consider our modern 
medical system hopelessly flawed. 
Quite to the contrary, medicine plays a 
vital role in human health, both today 
and in the future. However, the enor-
mous power of the immune system is 
an extremely effective weapon against 
disease that we are only now begin-
ning to understand and appreciate.” 

Dr. Chen underscores the fact that re-
search done in the last few years has 
“proven undeniably that proper nutri-
tion plays an essential role in strength-
ening the immune system.” 

For instance, Dr. Chen talks heartily 
about soybeans that are particularly 
useful in protecting the body against 
some heart diseases like atherosclero-
sis (hardening of the arteries, a leading 
cause of heart attacks). 

She talks about the amazing cancer-
blocking phytochemical called sul-
foraphane that’s found in broccoli, cau-
liflower, Brussels sprouts, turnips, and 
kale. In an interview with Dr. Paul Tal-

alay of Johns Hopkins Medical Institu-
tion, Dr. Chen says that according to 
Dr. Talalay, shortly after broccoli en-
ters the stomach, carcinogens are 
flushed out of the cells before they can 
cause damage. 

She talks about eating whole plant 
foods to nourish our bodies with the 
“essential vitamins and nutrients in the 
correct proportions and combina-
tions.” 

Among these natural food sources that 
can prevent disease and, yes, add life to 
your years (as listed in Dr. Chen’s 
book Nutritional Immunology) are: 

• Alfalfa. An excellent source of chloro-
pyll and vitamins A, C, D, E, K, it can 
reduce blood cholesterol levels, neu-
tralize carcinogens in the colon, detoxi-
fy the blood, soothe ulcers, relieve ar-
thritis, among other health benefits. 

• Asparagus. Loaded with B vitamins, 
protein, and fiber, asparagus helps 
maintain the kidneys and cleanses the 
digestive system. 

• Banana. People are going bananas 
over the fact that this versatile Asian 
fruit that’s chock-full of minerals and 
vitamins can ease the discomfort of 
diarrhea and restore healthy bacteria 
in the intestines. 

• Cabbage. You can find it on tables 
around the world — from the Korean 
kimchi to the German sauerkraut (I 
like mine simply boiled and dipped in a 
little fish sauce). But not too many 

know that aside from its vitamins and 
minerals, cabbage helps prevent can-
cer. In one study, for instance, patients 
who ate one serving of cabbage per 
week were found to reduce their risk 
of getting colon cancer by 66 percent. 

• Ginger. More than adding spice to 
our lives, ginger has been widely used 
by the Chinese and Indians to treat 
arthritis and cleanse the blood. For 
their part, Westerners use it as a cold 
remedy. Research has also found gin-
ger to be an excellent food for the 
maintenance of the respiratory and 
gastrointestinal systems. Rich in vita-
mins A, C, and B complex, ginger also 
has a cleansing effect on the kidney. 

• Ginseng. Back in 1985, Japanese 
pharmacologists confirmed ginseng’s 
“balance-promoting” properties. It has 
also been found to help in maintaining 
the blood pressure, blood sugar, and 
energy levels. 

• Grape and grape seed. Whether 
drank as wine or eaten as jelly, grapes 
are a rich source of vitamins and phy-
tochemicals. Eat them fresh — they’re 
“diuretic, laxative, and detoxicant.” 

Grape-seed oil, which is now popularly 
used, is rich in vitamin E and polyun-
saturated fats, making it ideal for low-
ering blood cholesterol levels. 

• Honeydew. The US Department of 
Agriculture lists the honeydew as one 
of the top 10 health-promoting fruits 
because of its antioxidant content. Rea-
son enough to love your honeydew. 

• Jasmine. Used to add scent to des-
serts and fragrance to teas, jasmine has 
been used by many herbalists to calm 
the nerves. And here’s a hint of ro-
mance: Others use it as an aphrodisiac. 

• Onion. This hardy bulb boasts a vari-

ety of medicinal uses throughout the 
ages. The story goes that US President 
George Washington ate hot roasted 
onions to fight a cold. It’s been pre-
scribed as a cure for everything — 
from colds to worms, burns, blemishes, 
and low sperm count. Indeed, in onion, 
there is strength. 

• Orange and citrus peels. D-
limonene, a major component of the 
essential oil found in all peels of the 
citrus family, has been found to be use-
ful in lowering the incidence of chemi-
cally-induced mammary tumors as 
well as the rate of progression of these 
cancers. 

• Papaya. According to researchers in 
Gifu, Japan, the free radical scavengers 
found in papayas may account for their 
antibacterial properties. The seeds, in 
particular, contain high levels of anti-
oxidants. Papaya’s ability to combat 
oxidative stress makes it useful in 
fighting gastrointestinal diseases. 

More hearty papaya news: Research 
conducted at the Heart Research La-
boratory and Centre of Nutrition Re-
search in Moradabad, India indicates 
that a diet containing papaya may pre-
vent the development of atherosclero-
sis and aortic plaque. The researchers 
experimented with four types of diets 

(Continued on page 19) 

 

CONSUMERLINE 

Ching M. Alano  (Reprinted from Philstar) 

Don’t be immune to 
natural nutrition 

Poor Sleep Increases Stroke, Dementia Risks in Seniors 
By Rina Marie Doctor 

Sleep disturbance is associated 
with a variety of health conse-
quences. For seniors, a new study 
has found that poor sleep may con-
tribute to the rise of stroke and de-
mentia. 

A group of Canadian researchers 
suggests that sleep fragmentation, 
which is defined by waking epi-
sodes several times during the 
night, is connected to little brain 
changes that can only be observed 
in autopsies. 

What the experts found was that 
the more severe the sleep fragmen-
tation, the higher is the risk of small 
brain arteries to harden. They also 
discovered that a person's risk of 
brain tissue death due to little oxy-
gen in small strokes increases as 
sleep fragmentation becomes 
worse. 

Although sleep disturbances have 
been associated with stroke in the 
past, few researches have delved 

into the relationship between sleep 
and the deep histopathology of 
stroke. With this, the authors of the 
new study tested their hypothesis 
that higher sleep fragmentation is 
connected to increased brain vessel 
damage and lack of oxygen as ob-
served via autopsies. 

To do that, the researchers studied 
the autopsied brains of 315 sub-
jects, who had an average age of 90 
years old. The participants had at 
least a week of sleep quality evalua-
tion before they died. The authors 
noted that 29 percent of the partici-
pants had a stroke and 61 percent 
suffered from moderate-to-severe 
damage of brain blood vessels. 

The authors found that the average 
waking times in all the participants 
were seven times in an hour, but 
some had additional waking epi-
sodes during that period. 

The results of the study show that 
those with the highest degree of 

sleep fragmentation were 27 per-
cent more prone to have hardened 
brain arteries. Those who had two 
more additional arousals were 
found to have a 30 percent more 
chance of exhibiting observable 
signs of lack of oxygen in the brain. 

Lead author Andrew Lim from the 
University of Toronto says that it is 
possible for the repeated waking 
episodes to increase blood pres-
sure, which in turn could damage 
the blood vessels. 

Lim, however, said that the study 
findings do not offer a cause-and-
effect relationship between sleep 
and stroke. 

"At this point in time we don't have 
hard evidence that treating sleep 
fragmentation is going to make a 
big difference," he said. 

He further explained that sleep 
fragmentation may disrupt brain 
circulation or vice-versa, and both 

may also be caused by another un-
derlying factor. With this, the study 
results may not exactly tell which is 
which. The authors said, however, 
that their work signifies that the 
brain changes they observed were 
tied to strokes and dementia. 

For now, Lim said experts need to 
investigate deeper about the root 
and other aspects of sleep fragmen-
tation that causes the most severe 
brain impairments. 

Whatever the actual explanation 
may be, this study serves as anoth-
er reason to improve sleep quality, 
especially as a person advances in 
age. 

The study was published in the 
journal Stroke on Thursday, Jan. 14. 
– Tech Times 
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and found that the one con-
sisting of guava, papaya, 
vegetables, and mustard oil 
protected against coronary 
thrombosis because of the 
antioxidant vitamins C, E, 
and carotene. 

• Pea. Yes, give peas a 
chance — they contain es-
sential vitamins and miner-
als. The pea is also rich in 
soluble fiber, making it use-
ful in stimulating the body 
to reduce bad cholesterol. 

And listen up, guys: Folk-
lore — modern research 
agrees — names the pea as 
a potent contraceptive. Re-
search indicates that men 
who take pea concentrates 
or eat an excess of peas (it 
didn’t say how much is too 
much) may cut their sperm 
count in half. 

• Plum. Scientists say that 

plums have the highest an-
tioxidant activity of all 
fruits on the market. Dehy-
drated plums (as in prunes) 
are an excelllent source of 
nutrition. 

• Spinach. This green leafy 
veggie is touted for its high 
antioxidant activity due to 
its flavonoids and other 
phenolic compounds. Pu-
reed spinach gives a great-
er yield of essential antioxi-
dant vitamins than pro-
cessed spinach. But howev-
er you eat it, spinach is full 
of healthful ingredients. 
Popeye was right afterall! 

• Strawberry. Recent re-
search proves the straw-
berry’s antioxidant proper-
ties. With their ellagic acid, 

strawberries may lower the 
risk of heart disease while 
their ferulic acid has anti-
inflammatory and anti-
cancer functions. 

Berry delicious, strawber-
ries are a great source of 
vitamins A, B, C, E, and 
K.  The strawberry is food 
for the skin, too, because of 
its astringent and revitaliz-
ing properties. 

• Tomato. With its many 
varieties, tomatoes all have 
remarkable nutritive value. 
Most importantly, tomato 
has a unique phytochemical 
— lycopene — that inhibits 
cancer. Its cancer-
preventing properties have 
never ceased to amaze sci-
entists. 

• Wheat. Called the staff of 
life, wheat has many potent 
protective properties. For 
instance, wheat bran helps 
prevent colon cancer. 

Now, that’s a wheaty way 
to start a new year! ⦿ 

(Continued from page 18) 

DON’T BE IMMUNE TO 

NATURAL... 

10 Countries With The Most 
Beautiful Women 
NEWS EDITOR/NINJA JOURNALIST 

Beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder. So deciding the 
top 10 countries for the 
most beautiful women in 
the world is no easy task! 
But following extensive re-
search which largely in-
volved looking at picture of 
women on Google images, 
we’ve finally come to an 
agreement. We don’t want 
to keep you waiting so let’s 
get to it. Here are the 10 
countries with the most 
beautiful women! 
 
#10 - PHILIPPINES - Girls 
from The Philippines tend 
to be slim and sexy. With 
their dark hair, dark eyes 
and petite frames, it’s little 
wonder that they’re so pop-
ular.  They tend to be very 
sweet natured and possess a 
positive personality that is 
just fun to be around. 
 
#9 - UNITED KINGDOM - A 
visit to the United Kingdom 
will show you just how di-
verse the women of the 
United Kingdom really are.  
From the typical English 
rose with her snow-white 
skin to the dark-haired 
Asian British, the variety is 
stunning. What’s more, that 
accent is just irresistible. 
 
#8.  UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA - Yes, you know 
the type. Those all-
American girls with their 
perfect skin, killer curves 
and pearly whites are the 
very image of perfection.  
What’s more, they carry 

themselves with a confi-
dence that just oozes sex 
appeal. God bless America. 
 
#7.  THE NETHERLANDS -  
What can we say about 
Dutch women? Perhaps the 
most obvious feature is that 
they tend to be tall! Those 
lovely long legs perfectly 
complement their well-
toned bodies – after all, cy-
cling is a big thing over 
there. And who can forget 
that angelic blonde hair? 
How lovely. 
 
#6.  ITALY – Some of the 
finest women to grace mag-
azine covers are Italian.  
Typically with beautiful 
brown hair, their perfectly 
defined features give them 
an almost doll-like appear-
ance.  What’s more, they’re 
super stylish and incredibly 
passionate. Mamma mia! 
 
#5.  VENEZUELA - Venezue-
lan women are always win-
ning beauty contests. You 
can’t blame them for being 
so confident in their exotic 
looks.  Those killer curves 
are enough to make any 
man crazy, while their very 
feminine nature makes 
them very popular amongst 
so many men. 
 
#4.  RUSSIA - Some of the 
finest supermodels in the 
world hail are Russian and 
it’s easy to see why. These 
ladies love to look their 
best.  In fact, it’s not unusual 
for them to dedicate hours 

to their appearance. And 
don’t they look amazing in 
their tight dressed and su-
per high heels. 
 
#3 – UKRAINE - Ukrainian 
women just have it all. Few 
other nations can pull of the 
unique combination of be-
ing sexy and sporty at the 
same time. Those figures 
take work and they’re will-
ing to put the effort in.  Add 
to that the perfect pale skin 
and fair hair, and you’ve got 
the perfect woman. 
 
#2 – BRAZIL - The women 
of Brazil need little in the 
way of introduction. We’ve 
all seen those bikini beach 
bodies – arguably the finest 
in the world.  What’s more, 
they’re fun and love to party 
– especially if it’s carnival 
time!  Just wait until you see 
a Brazilian beauty dance. It’s 
breathtaking. 
 
#1 – TURKEY - There’s 
something wonderfully 
mysterious about the wom-
en of Turkey. It’s hard to 
place what makes them the 
most beautiful women in 
the world, but we think it’s 
the mix of European and 
Asian features.  Olive-
skinned with dark hair and 
slender frames they’re sec-
ond to none – which is why 
they take pole position as 
the country with the most 
beautiful women in the 
world. ⦿ 

presence in the Philippines 
ended in 1992 when Ameri-
cans shut their bases, includ-
ing the largest military facili-
ties outside the US mainland, 
after Filipino senators voted a 
year earlier not to renew the 
lease on the bases amid a tide 
of nationalism. 

But the maritime dispute with 
Beijing has prompted Manila 
to reach out to Washington. 

Clark, Subic offered 

Padilla said the  facilities of-
fered to the Americans were 
Basa Air Base in Pampanga 
province, Fort Magsaysay in 
Nueva Ecija province, Camp 
Antonio Bautista and a naval 
base in Palawan province, 
Camp Benito Ebuen and the 
naval base in Cebu province, 
Clark Air Base in Pampanga 
and Lumbia air field in Caga-
yan de Oro. 

“Many of these sites are al-
ready our exercise sites,” Pa-
dilla said. 

The Americans are also seek-
ing access to three civilian 
seaports and airfields on Lu-
zon, including Subic Bay, a 
former US Navy base, a senior 
defense official told Reuters. 

Last year, more than 100 US 
Navy ships docked in Subic 
and two advanced nuclear-
powered stealth submarines 
made visits in the first two 

weeks of this year. 

“Subic is important to the 
Americans because it is one of 
the few areas in the country 
where they can actually dock 
safely,” said a defense official, 
who declined to be named 
because he was not author-
ized to speak to the press. 

No new deal 

Also Wednesday, Supreme 
Court spokesperson Theodore 
Te noted that the Inquirer’s 
banner headline on Tues-
day “tended to mislead,” when 
it said “SC allows more US 
forces to base here.” 

Te said the court decision 
simply affirmed the rotational 
presence, not the permanent 
basing, of US forces in the 
Philippines. 

The high court ruling was 
clear in saying that Edca 
should remain within the 
bounds of both the 1999 Visit-
ing Forces Agreement and the 
1951 Mutual Defense Treaty, 
he said. 

“The executive agreement 
must not go beyond the pa-
rameters, limitations and 
standards set by the law and/
or treaty that the former pur-
ports to implement and must 
not unduly expand the inter-
national obligation expressly 
mentioned or necessarily im-
plied in the law or treaty,” Te 

pointed out. With reports 

from the wires, Jaymee T. 

Gamil and Tarra Quismundo 

(Continued from page 15) 

PH OFFERS 8 BASES TO US 

Christmas with Lola  
at Casa Mendoza 

The Mendoza family matriarch, Gloria Mendoza (L) is surrounded 
by all of her grandchildren—(standing) Bryce, Myles, Carlos, (mid- 
row) Chloe, Presley, Kaitlin and (seated) Cassandra, Jade and Cole.  
Not in the picture are her two newly born great grandchildren, 
Damian and Riley, born Dec 4 and Dec 9 , respectively.   
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LBC and BOC collaborate to ensure 

speedy Balikbayan Box deliveries 
PASAY – Following through 
on their discussions in the 
recently concluded Asia 
Logistics Summit 2015, 
LBC Express, Inc., the coun-
try’s largest logistics, re-
mittance, and courier com-
pany, and the Bureau of 
Customs (BOC) are work-
ing hand-in-hand to ensure 
that Balikbayan boxes, es-
pecially ones targeted for 
Christmas, arrive promptly 
and safely. 

BOC Chief Bert Lina was 
one of the guests of honor 
at the Asia Logistics Sum-
mit 2015. In his keynote 
speech, he mentioned “[In] 
logistics, the name of the 
game is speed.” He then 
followed it up with a clam-
or for the logistics compa-
nies and government to 
work together to 
‘accelerate the pace of get-
ting things done across all 
members of the supply 
chain.’ 

In response to Lina’s call, 
LBC has been working with 
the Bureau to hasten their 
turnover times. “The 
Balikbayan Box is where 
the OFWs translate their 
hard work and effort into 
something that is tangible 
and can be felt by their 
families back home. Its 
more padama than it is pa-
dala,” said Rene Fuentes, 
LBC’s Head of Global Retail. 
“Through the years, LBC 
has always been trusted 
with sending those im-
portant gifts and gestures 
of love, so we’ve synchro-
nized our systems with 
Customs to be able deliver 
packages as quickly as pos-
sible,” he continued. 

In this cooperation be-

tween LBC and the BOC, 
both entities have stream-
lined their processes and 
systems to create a cohe-
sive structure that will fa-
cilitate the movement of 
Balikbayan boxes from 
point to point. The method 
ensures that the boxes will 
be handled safely, and will 
guarantee that the boxes 
will never have to be 
opened unless there is a 
compelling reason to do so. 

In August 2015, the BOC 
issued Customs Memoran-
dum Order No. 27-2015 
stipulating that 
“Balikbayan boxes of OFWs 
shall not be subjected to 
random or arbitrary physi-
cal inspection. Instead, they 
shall undergo mandatory X
-ray scanning.” This X-ray 
scanning is conducted at 
the Designated Examina-
tion Area (DEA), for prelim-
inary non-commercial ship-
ments. However, should 
any box be tagged 
“suspect” after X-ray scan-
ning (containing goods of 
commercial value), these 
will be physically inspected 

by duly authorized BOC 
inspectors. In this regard, 
all senders are encouraged 
to properly adhere to the 
procedures and policies of 
the BOC, while likewise 
preparing complete docu-
mentation (packing list). 

To further assist senders, 
and respond to queries and 
concerns in real-time, LBC 
and the BOC also initiated a 
regular live chat with BOC 
officials, where OFWs may 
directly communicate with 
BOC officials. 

“We hope that through our 
collaborative efforts [with 
the BOC], we can further 
improve our services to our 
customers, as well as up-
grade the standards for the 
industry-at-large,” Fuentes 
said. “At the end of the day, 
all we want is for our OFWs 
to be able to send their love 
to their families, so that 
they will have a very Merry 
Christmas,” he concluded. 

To know more about the 
services of LBC Express, 
you may visit http://
www.lbcexpress.com ⦿ 

LBC Express Chief Marketing Officer Javier Mantecon welcomes the 
biggest names in the shipping and logistics industry to the Asia Lo-
gistics Summit 2015 presented by LBC. He describes the event as 
both ‘significant and timely’ as the industry is in a unique position 

to contribute to and benefit from the Philippine Economy.  

A Message to The Filipino Community Of Ontario From George De La Rosa, CEO of Luminus Financial: 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a happy and prosperous New Year! 

At Luminus Financial, we are thankful for the support of our Filipino community. More specifically, we are also thankful for the support of our Filipino 
members, which is why we are announcing that Luminus Financial will be extending our offer of FREE Remittances from your account to anywhere in 
the Philippines for an indefinite period of time. 

Due to the overwhelming demand over the last few months, we have decided to continue the program into 2016. We are waiving the fees on ALL remit-
tances. Not only is this offer available to you as a member-owner of Luminus Financial, but it is also available to any of your friends and family. Now is 
the perfect time to invite ALL of your friends and family to open an account at Luminus Financial and start remitting for FREE!! 

We hope this news will start your year off with some excitement! At Luminus Financial, you can always count on your experience of “Clearly Better 
Banking” and in this case, “Clearly Better Remitting!” 

NOTE: The remittance fee will be reimbursed up to a maximum of $10 per transaction on any remittances to the Philippines. 

For more information on ‘Remit Now, Pay Later,’ please visit luminusfinancial.com  

Luminus Financial STILL Offering Free Remittances! 

Call Rolly Mangante at 416 845-4984 for  

TASTE OF MANILA  
SPONSORSHIPS, FOOD VENDORS, TRADE EXHIBITORS 

AUGUST 
20 & 21 

Toronto Mayor John Tory, Ward 10 Councillor James Pasternak 

and Liberal MP Michael Levitt have once again affirmed their 

support and cooperation for the 2016 Taste of Manila festival 

during a meeting in North York.  PHOTO BY WAVES   

ToM's chairman Rolly Mangante personally thanked Mayor John 

Tory for the mayor's participation and support to the Filipino com-

munity and for the City of Toronto's major support to the Taste of 

Manila festival.  PHOTO BY WAVES 

CHAMPIONS OF THE FILIPINO COMMUNITY 

http://www.lbcexpress.com
http://www.lbcexpress.com
https://www.luminusfinancial.com/Personal/ProductsAndServices/Banking/RemitNow/
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Mon Torralba 

MUSIC STAND 

 

Thank you to the followers of this page.   
For requests to publish the chords of your favourite OPM songs,  

please continue to email us at wavesnews247@gmail.com. 

"Music is what feelings sound like"  

 Ikaw Lang Ang Mamahalin  

Music: Louie Ocampo  

Lyrics: Joey Albert  

 
Intro: Bb-F/A-Gm-; (2x)  
          Bb-F/A-Gm-F-Eb-F11-F13b9  

 

Verse 1  

      Bb            Gm      C/E       Cm/Eb-D7  
Sa bawat pag-ikot ng ating buhay  

        Cm7    F11           Bb         Bb9sus  
May oras kailangan na maghiwalay  

Gm        Bb9/F                EbM7           Dm7-Gm7  
Puso'y lumaban man, walang magagawa  

C(add9)      C/E          Cm7b5          F7sus-F7  
Saan pa, kailan ka muling mahahagkan  

 

Verse 2  

Bb              Gm      C/E           Cm/Eb-D7  
Kulang man sa 'tin itong sandali  

  Cm7         F7sus F13b9         Bb11      Bb7  
Alam ko na tayo'y            magkikitang muli  

      EbM7         D7sus D7    Gm     C9b5  
Hangga't may umaga pa na haharapin  

  Cm7              F7sus F7susb9 Bb  
Ikaw lang ang mama_________halin  

 

Adlib: Bb - Gm – C/E – Cm/Eb - D7  
          Cm7 – F11 – Bb – Bb9sus  
 

Gm         Bb9/F               EbM7           Dm7-Gm7  
Puso'y lumaban man, walang magagawa  

   C(add9)    C/E         Cm7b5         F7sus-F7  
Saan pa, kailan ka muling mahahagkan  

Bb              Gm      C/E           Cm/Eb-D7  
Kulang man sa 'tin itong sandali  

  Cm7         F7sus F13b9      Bb11         Bb7  
Alam ko na tayo'y           magkikitang muli  

      EbM7        D7sus D7     Gm     C9b5 pause  
Hangga't may umaga pa na haharapin  

 Cm7              F7sus F7#9 Bb-Gm-Eb-F11-Bb  
Ikaw lang ang ma___mahalin  

Be My Lady 
(Vehnee A.Saturno – Popsie Saturno) 
Artist:  MARTIN NIEVERA 
 

   Intro: D/G – G – C/E – Cm6/Eb – G/B – Eb/F  

 

 Verse 1  

             Bb(9) 
   Be my lady 

                  Fm7/Bb             Bb7                     Eb(9) 
   Come to me and take my hand and be my lady 

             Edim7            A7aug          
   Truly, I must let you know  

                     Dm                    
   That I'm in love with you, 

/C       G7/B     
   All I want is you 

G7         Cm                 F7sus  F7 
   How I need you, so please 

 

Verse 2  

              Bb(9) 
   Be my lady 

                Bb11                      Bb7     
   Maybe you would lose the pain  

                     Eb(9) 
   If you just tell me 

                Edim7                    A7aug 
   Say the words you long to whisper  

             Dm              /C 
   That I want to hear 

                        G7/B            G7 
   Something's on your mind 

          Cm    /Bb          F/A 
   Is it hidden   in your smile 

 

Chorus 

   Eb/G F/A Bb 
   Be     my  lady 

                Bb11    
   Just forget the past 

        Bb                          Eb(9) 
   It's time to mend your broken heart 

              Ebm                 G#7(9) 
   Let no walls divide us now 

                    B/F                Gm 
   Dry up the tears in your eyes 

                       Cm 
   Nothing can stop us now 

                      F            Eb/F  F – Eb/F – F - Faug 
   I'll give you all that I have 

 

              Bb 
   Be my lady 

                     Bb11          Bb7                      
   You're the one that I adore 

                          Eb(9) 
   So please, believe me 

            Edim7             A7aug                  
   I can never find the courage  

           Dm                    
   To resist your charm 

/C                G7/B         G7 
   Nothing's more divine  

                     Cm       /Bb           F/A 
   Than each moment   you are mine 

 

   (Repeat Chorus except last line) 

                      Bb9/F Eb/F- Bb/F – F      F7sus 
   I'll give you all___ that__ I ________ have 

(con’t ...Be My Lady) 

 

   F#7sus-F#7-B(9) 
   Be____ my   lady 

               B11                                B7 
   Let the sunshine through your heart 

                       E(9) 
   And make a brand new start 

                   Em                          A7 
   Stay with me each night and day 

                       B/F#          G#m 
   Through the rest of my life 

                C#m 
   Just like a work of art 

                       F#7sus    F#7  Fdim7-Em-B/F#-G#m 
   My love will last___ until forever 

 

                    C#m 
   Just like a work of art 

                      F#7sus-F#7    B- /A - E/G# - Em/G - B 
   My love will last_______forever  

May Bukas Pa 
Composer/Lyricist:  Charo Unite,  
                                   Ernie de la Pena 
Artist:  Rico J. Puno 

 
 
Intro: Eb - Bb/D - Cm - B+ 
          Eb/Bb – Ab6/Bb 
 
Verse 1 
 
        Eb              Bb/D          Cm  Bbm7 Eb 
   Huwag damdamin ang kasawian 
   Ab        Eb/G         F7         Bb9sus 
   May bukas pa sa iyong buhay 
   Eb       Bb/D     Cm      Bbm7 Eb9sus 
   Sisikat din ang iyong araw 
   Ab               Eb/G         F7 F9  Bb7 
   Ang landas mo ay mag-i__i__law 
 
Chorus 
 
   Ab                               Gm 
   Sa daigdig ang buhay ay ganyan 
   Gm7                             C9sus C7 
   Mayroong ligaya at lumbay 
    Fm                           Ab/Bb Bb7 Gm-F#... 
   Maghintay at may nakalaang bukas 
                          ...Fmsus-Ab/Bb-Bb7 
 
Verse 2 
 
   Eb              Bb/D  Cm        Bbm7-Eb9sus-Eb7 
   May bukas pa sa iyong buhay 
           Ab                    G7                 Cm-Bbm7-Eb 
   Tutulungan ka ng Diyos na may lalang 
   Ab                             G7 
   Ang iyong pagdaramdam 
        Cm                          F7 
   Idalangin mo sa Maykapal 
              Ab        Eb/G        Fm Gm Ab Bb11 Eb 
   Na sa puso mo ay mawala nang lu_bu___san 
 
Adlib:   Eb-Bb/D-Cm-Bbm7-Eb9sus-Eb7 
             Ab-Eb/G-F7-Ab/Bb-Bb7 
 
   (Repeat Chorus) 
 
   (Repeat II replace last word) 
 
              Ab Bb11 Eb Bbm7 Eb7 
        ___lu_bu__san 
 
Coda 
 
   Ab                             G7 
   Ang iyong pagdaramdam 
        Cm                           F/A 
   Idalangin mo sa Maykapal 
              Ab             Eb/G   Fm7 Gm7 Ab Ab6/Bb Eb 
   Na sa puso mo ay mawala     nang lu_bu____san 
 
Extro: Eb-Bb/D-Db6-Ab/C-B6-Bb7-Eb 
 

THANK YOU  
FOR THE MUSIC 

 

Natalie Cole 
David Bowie 
Glenn Frey 
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“The Voice Kids” tops list of most watched programs 
 

ABS-CBN IS MOST WATCHED 
TV NETWORK IN 2015 

ABS-CBN ended 2015 on a high 
note after the network ruled na-
tionwide ratings from January to 
December last year (excluding Holy 
Week) with an average national 
audience share of 43% versus GMA 
7’s 36%, data from Kantar Media 
says. 

ABS-CBN also kept a stronghold of 
the primetime block whole year 
round as it scored an average na-
tional audience share of 50% com-
pared to rival’s 31%. This means 
half of the Filipino viewing popula-
tion in combined urban and rural 
homes tuned in to the top-caliber 
programs offered by ABS-CBN on 
primetime. 

The primetime block is the most 
important part of the day when 
most Filipinos watch TV and adver-
tisers put a larger chunk of their 
investment in to reach more con-
sumers effectively. 

Kantar Media uses a nationwide 
panel size of 2,609 urban and rural 
homes that represent 100% of the 
total Philippine TV viewing popula-
tion, while the other ratings data 
supplier AGB Nielsen reportedly 
has only 1,980 homes based solely 
in urban areas that represent only 
57% of the Philippine TV viewing 
population. 

Meanwhile, ABS-CBN shows also 
dominated the top 20 list of most 
watched programs for 2015, 19 of 
which were produced by the net-
work. 

Topping the list as the most 
watched program last year is “The 
Voice Kids” (41.7%) followed by 
“FPJ’s Ang Probinsyano” (38.8%), 

“Nathaniel” (34.6%), “Pangako 
Sa’Yo” (33.5%), and 
“MMK” (30.5%). 

Having aired for over a month 
since it premiered last November, 
“Dance Kids” still managed to land 
on the sixth spot with an average 
national TV rating of 30%. It is fol-
lowed by “Dream Dad” (29.9%), 
“Your Face Sounds Familiar Season 
1” (29.8%), 
“Forevermore” (29.2%), and ABS-
CBN’s flagship news program “TV 
Patrol” (28.2%) in the tenth spot. 

Other programs in the top 20 are 
“Wansapanataym” (27.9%), “Rated 
K” (25.2%), “Your Face Sounds Fa-
miliar Season 2” (25.1%), “Home 
Sweetie Home” (24.2%), “The 
Voice of the Philippines” (23.2%), 
“Pasion De Amor” (23%), “Bridges 
of Love” (22.2%), “Goin Bu-
lilit” (21.4%), and “On the Wings of 
Love” (21.3%). 

ABS-CBN also fared better than its 
competition in other territories 
such as Balance Luzon (areas in 
Luzon outside Mega Manila), 
where it scored a national average 
audience share of 45% versus 
GMA’s 36%; in Visayas with 55% 
versus rival’s 27%; and in Minda-
nao with 54% versus GMA’s 28% 

Kantar Media is a leading television 
(TV) audience measurement pro-
vider with capabilities in gathering 
TV viewing data in both digital and 
analog platforms. It is a multina-
tional market research group that 
specializes in audience measure-
ment in more than 80 countries, 
has 26 TV networks, ad agencies, 
and pan-regional networks sub-
scribing to its ratings services. 

Nadine to finally reveal truth that her mom is alive 

JAMES AND NADINE  

RETURN TO SAN FRANCISCO 

IN “ON THE WINGS OF LOVE”  

James Reid (Clark) and Nadine Lus-
tre (Leah) are back in San Francis-
co, California, the place where their 
thrilling love story all started in the 
hit Kapamilya primetime series 
“On the Wings of Love.”  

The engaged couple paid a second 
visit to the historical Palace of Fine 
Arts, which played a vital part in 
their love story as it was the place 
where Leah asked Clark to marry 
him so she could get a green card. 
Clark and Leah’s return to San 
Francisco is making fans abuzz on 
what will happen to Clark and 
Leah’s exciting love story when 
they finally tie the knot. 

Avid fans of “On the Wings of Love” 
should also anticipate Leah’s much-
awaited reveal to her Tatang Sol 
(Joel Torre) that their Nanang (Isay 
Alvarez-Sena) is alive and well. 

The big revelation of Leah and 
Manang Tiffany (Bianca Manalo) 
causes Tatang to break down in 
tears because of anger and leads to 
a confrontation between Leah’s 
parents after years of not seeing 

each other. 

How will Tatang and Nanang’s 
meetup affect Clark and Leah’s 
highly anticipated wedding? 

Meanwhile, fans in California also 
had the chance to witness James 
and Nadine perform live and 
spread love during the “On the 
Wings of Love Certified Kapamilya 
Fans Day” at the Sacramento Me-
morial Auditorium. The stadium 
was filled with cheering fans who 
were very excited to see their fa-
vorite love team showcase their 
dancing and singing chops. 

Solid OTWOL fans in the Middle 
East should also brace themselves 
for the coming of James and Na-
dine. TFC will bring the teen stars 
to Qatar and Dubai in March for the 
“JaDine in Love: The World Tour” 
for an unforgettable concert expe-
rience diehard fans should not 
miss. 

“On the Wings of Love” airs every 
weekday after “Pangako Sa’Yo” in 
ABS-CBN’s Primetime Bida.  

An angry Tatang Sol (Joel Torre) upon knowing that Nanang is alive. 

Harvey denies skipping Miss Universe rehearsals 

MANILA – Steve Harvey vehemently de-
nied rumors that he was drinking and that 
he skipped some rehearsals for the Miss 
Universe pageant held in Las Vegas last 
month. 

Speaking on the “Steve Harvey Morning 
Show,” the TV host said, “There’s not a 
person living on the face of this earth that 
can swear that they have ever seen Steve 
Harvey inebriated, drunk or high.” 

“I didn’t say I never had a drink but I go to 
Vegas to gamble. I gamble. But guess 
what? I was at every single rehearsal. As 
a matter of fact, I was at the table where 
we pre-read the show except for the win-

ner because they don’t know it yet. I re-
hearsed it there,” he said. 

Harvey added that he was even present 
during the full run-through of the show on 
the day of the pageant itself. 

“We had two full run-throughs of the 
show. We had a run-through on Friday 
and then on Saturday morning at 6:30 
a.m., a full dress rehearsal, everything, 
top to bottom. I was there all three re-
hearsals and the run-through,” he ex-
plained. 

Coming to the defense of Harvey was 
reigning Miss Universe Pia Wurtzbach. 

“I’d like to answer that question about the 
rehearsals because I was there. I think I 
can vouch for this one. Steve was there 
throughout all the rehearsals. He was 
there during technical rehearsals, dress 
rehearsals, even on the pageant day itself 
when we had the dress rehearsals early 
in the morning. He was there all through-
out,” she said. 

Saying she doesn’t know where that ru-
mor is coming from, Wurtzbach said: “We 
rehearsed everything from start to finish, 
made us feel very comfortable. We knew 
how exactly the show’s gonna go, how 
the flow’s gonna go.” 

Meanwhile, the Filipina beauty queen 
expressed how delighted she was to final-
ly reunite with Harvey on his show. 

“I’m so happy to be here now because 
everybody has been asking me as well, 
‘Have you spoken to Steve? When are 
you going to be on the show? Are you 
going to see him again?’ That’s like the 
million dollar question everybody’s asking 
me on social media, in all my interviews. 
Now, I’m finally here with you face to face 
so we can talk about it,” she said. 

Since winning the Miss Universe, 
Wurtzbach has been busy doing media 

interviews in the United States.⦿ 
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DANIEL AND ERICH TOPBILL  
INTERRACIAL LOVE STORY IN 
"BE MY LADY" PREMIERING 
MONDAY, JAN 18 

ABS-CBN opens 2016 with 
a light romantic comedy 
that sheds light on interra-
cial relationships beginning 
this Monday (Jan 18) in "Be 
My Lady." 

Follow the love story of 
certified 'dalagang Pilipina' 
Pinang and modern Brazili-
an-Japanese guy Phil, 
played by real life couple 
Daniel Matsunaga and Er-
ich Gonzales, as they find 
their way to each other's 
hearts despite differences 
in language, beliefs and cul-
ture. 

Pinang grew up to a simple 
family with big dreams. To 
make ends meet, her moth-
er Marcy (Janice De Belen) 
works in Singapore and 
tries her luck there in 
hopes of earning money to 
reclaim the piece of land 
her husband Emil (Al Tan-
tay) used to own and uses 
for farming. But things will 
not go her way as an unfor-
tunate incident paves way 
for her to get deported. 

Phil, meanwhile, grew up in 

a very western and liberat-
ed environment. He is inde-
pendent and lives a very 
comfortable life with his 
mother Chelsea (Priscilla 
Mereilles) in Singapore. A 
wedding of a dear friend 
suddenly brings him to the 
Philippines, which also 
gives him the long awaited 
chance of finding his child-
hood nanny who he want 
to make amends with. 

As he searches for a person 
very dear to him in his past, 
Phil also finds the woman 
who will make his heart 
skip a beat like no other. 

How will the aggressive 
Brazilian-Japanaese hunk 
grab ther eyes of the con-
servative and very re-
served Pinay? 

Also joining the cast are 
Yayo Aguila, Almira 
Muhlach, Yves Flores, Ka-
ren Dematera, MJ Caya-
byab, RK Bagatsing, Devon 
Seron, Karen Reyes, Mike 
Lloren, Ana Abad Santos, 
Perry Escano, Marife Nece-
sito, and comedy trio No 
Direction. 

"Be My Lady" is directed by 
Theodore Boborol and pro-
duced by the business unit 
led by Ruel Bayani with by 
production manager Mavic 
Holgado-Oducayen, and 
creative manager Mel Men-
doza Del Rosario. 

Don't miss the highly antic-
ipated premiere of "Be My 
Lady" this Monday (Jan 18) 
on ABS-CBN. For updates 
follow @bemyladyabscbn 
on Twitter and Instagram 
or likewww.facebook.com/
bemyladyabscbn on Face-
book. 

Be My Lady cast 

COCO MARTIN GOES 
UNDERCOVER, DIS-
GUISES AS ALLURING 
WOMAN IN "ANG 
PROBINSIYANO" 

Cardo (Coco Martin) goes 
undercover as an alluring 
woman to save Carmen 
(Bela Padilla) from the 
hands of the prostitution 
syndicate in “FPJ’s Ang 
Probinsyano.” After Olga 
(Gina Paren o) successfully 
kidnapped Carmen, Cardo 
is determined to investi-
gate the group and seize 
the mastermind of its oper-
ations. To help him find 
more lead about the series 
of abductions, Cardo dis-
guises as the alluring lady 

named Paloma who is 
ready to catch the suspects 
in action. Can Cardo rescue 
Carmen and the other vic-
tims of the syndicate as 
Paloma? Will Olga be able 
to escape the authorities? 
Don’t miss the action-
packed scenes in “FPJ’s Ang 
Probinsyano,” weeknights 
in ABS-CBN, globally only 
on TFC.  Visit TFC.tv for 
more information. (Kane 
Choa/Aaron Domingo/ABS
-CBN Integrated Corporate 
Communication)  ⦿ 

Coco Martin as Cardo disguised as Paloma in “Ang Probinsi-
yano” (ABS-CBN)  

 

Toronto's Action Honda General Manager Rafael " Paeng" Nebres  posed with Talakayan Radyo Filipi-
no AM 1430 co anchor Karen Tan and political commentator Tony A. San Juan  at Fairchild Radio Sta-
tion on January 9, 2016.  Photo by : Nelson Galvez 

http://www.facebook.com/bemyladyabscbn
http://www.facebook.com/bemyladyabscbn
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