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Gallant 44:  WE SALUTE YOU! 

LIAR?  LIAR?  LIAR? 

 

 

President B.S. Aquino III.  “The buck stops here” Suspended and resigned PNP Chief A. Purisima.  
“Pakialamero,” says Miriam Santiago.  

SAF Commander Getulio Napeñas.  Scapegoat? 

A WEB OF LIES, A LITANY OF DENI-
ALS, in the aftermath of that deadly 
clash in Mamansapano, Maguinda-
nao where 44 young elite police 
troopers belonging to the Special 
Armed Forces (SAF) of Philippine 
National Police (PNP) brutally lost 
their lives, begins to unfold as inves-
tigations by both the senate and the 
house of representatives also heard 
stories of blunders, miscalculations, 
and distrust among military and 
government officials. 

A furious former president Fidel V. 
Ramos, himself a former chief of the 

Philippine Constabulary Integrated 
national Police (PC/INP) ,the pre-
cursor of the present PNP has lam-
basted President B.S. Aquino for 
“lacking the resolve to deal with the 
botched operation that resulted in 
the death of 44 police commandos”. 

He also urged President Aquino, as 
commander in chief, to take respon-
sibility for the whole incident at the 
same time putting to a stop the 
blaming and finger pointing. 

He singled out SAF commander 
Napenas as a “fall guy” for taking 
the blame all by himself when he 
said the responsibility “takes us all 
to the way up”. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Mamasapano massacre 

of 44 SAF commandos  

By waves news staff 

MANILA, Philippines–Former President 
Fidel V. Ramos on Saturday criticized 
the Aquino administration for hemming 
and hawing in the aftermath of the Jan. 
25 clash in Mamasapano, Maguindanao, 
where 44 police commandos were 

killed. 

“You must balance your actions with 
hot pursuit, this is law enforcement 
with peacemaking,” Ramos said in a 

(Continued on page 3) 

Aquino hemming and 
hawing—Ramos 
Erika Sauler, Philippine Daily Inquirer 

Former President Fidel V. Ramos removes his Barong to show his shirt with SAF seal 

during the Battle of Manila anniversary held in Intramuros , Manila. JOAN BONDOC  

“I am the father of the nation and 44 of my sons were killed. We can’t 

turn back the hands of time, the tragedy happened under my term; I 

will carry this burden up to the last days of my life. They were my 

responsibility, together with the entire Special Action Force, in this 

operation, including those who extricated them and who put their lives 

in danger.”- President Benigno S. Aquino III 

Panahon na para magsaya! 

GRAND FINALS & 
LIVE CONCERT 

May 30, 2015 
Hamilton Convention Centre 

1st Elimination Rounds 
Saturday, MARCH 14, 2015 

Hamilton Filipino Comm. Centre 
Sunday, MARCH 15, 2015 

Living Words Ministries Church 
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Manila Feedback 

SAF 44’s ‘last man standing’ 
laid to rest 
 

Fernan Gianan 

VIRAC, Catanduanes- Senior Inspector Max 
Jim Ramirez Tria was so low profile that he 
did not want to introduce himself as a police 
officer, according to his best friend Paulo 
Sixto Landig. 

And in true Tria fashion, the slain “last man 
standing” of the Mamasapano encounter in 
Maguindanao was laid to rest at noon Satur-
day in an out-of-the-way corner of the Palta 
Catholic Cemetery in this town that had to be 
cleared of vegetation. 

Around 2,000 people attended the funeral 
rites for Tria, 27, who was among the 44 
Philippine National Police Special Action 
Force (PNP-SAF) troopers killed last January 
25. 

Among them were members of the media, 
who were asked by his family as well as 
Tria’s batchmates at the PNP Academy 
(PNPA) not to take photographs and videos 
of the last viewing of the casket at the small 
chapel at the cemetery. 

Only the loud sobs of his mother, Efigenia, 
broke the silence of the hushed crowd as the 
rest of the family gathered beside the coffin. 

The PNP marching band, brought in from the 
mainland headquarters of the Bicol police in 
Legazpi City, played taps after a squad of po-
licemen fired their rifles during the 21-gun 
salute. 

Also present during the Mass presided by 
Bishop Manolo de los Santos were Rep. Cesar 
Sarmiento; Chief Supt. Victor Deona, Bicol 
police director; Chief Supt. Ignacio Panti, di-
rector of Bureau of Jail and Management Pe-
nology in Bicol; several mayors and Provin-
cial Board members. 

There were no high-ranking representatives 
from Malacan ang or the Department of the 
Interior and Local Government (DILG). 

According to a source, DILG Secretary Mar 
Roxas sent a wreath of flowers during the 
wake while a member of the Presidential 
Management Staff (PMS) of Malacan ang also 
delivered a wreath from President Benigno 
Aquino III. 

The elder Tria initially refused to have the 
President’s wreath placed at the entrance of 
the house as per protocol but relented after 
the PMS staffer explained she was just fol-
lowing orders. Among the wreaths brought 
to the burial site, the Roxas wreath was 
placed at the back behind the others while 
the presidential wreath was nowhere to be 
seen. 

The Tria family wanted the funeral to stay as 
private as possible. That same privacy was 
requested by Tria’s father, Senior Insp. 
Guillermo Tria Jr., who heads the internal 
affairs service (IAS) unit of the PNP in 
Catanduanes, during the week-long wake at 
the family residence at Barangay Cabihian, 
some 10 km from the town center of Virac. 

Landig, whose friendship with Tria, known 
as Mac-Mac to family and friends, started in 
elementary and blossomed during high 
school at the Catanduanes State University, 
said during the necrological rites that the 
slain police officer might have been low-
profile in life but he leaves as a hero not only 
in his province but in the entire nation. 

Landig recalled that last May 2014, during 

one of the nights that he, Tria and fellow best 
friend Michael Valderrama met in the latter’s 
condo unit in Metro Manila, Mac-Mac ex-
pressed his thought of the worst that an ene-
my could do to him. 

“Hindi ako magpapahuli ng buhay. Hahawak 
ako ng dalawang granada. Tingnan ko kung 
makalapit pa sila (They will not capture me 
alive. I will hold two grenades. Let me see if 
they could still come near),” Tria told him. 

Landig said Tria apparently sacrificed his life 
the way he wanted, as he had been found 
with grenades in each hand, the “last man 
gunned down by the Bangsamoro Islamic 
Freedom Fighters and Moro Islamic Libera-
tion Front (MILF) rebels.” 

Tria’s classmates at PNPA and SAF, who 
spoke of his courage and concern for his fel-
low troopers, asked for justice for Tria and 
the rest of the SAF 44. 

“We hope we will get the justice we seek… 
also the truth,” they said. 

On behalf of the family, Tria’s eldest brother 
Ace William, paid tribute to his parents for 
being the true heroes in raising their sons to 
lead a simple, quiet but happy life. 

“Mac-Mac’s death shows that one does not 
need to be a star or a rich man to make his 
life relevant,” he said, expressing hope that 
his brother’s sacrifice would serve to inspire 
everyone, especially the youth. - Inquirer 

Southern Luzon 

 

Ramos helped established the 
SAF in 1983 which became 
one of the elite forces trained 
in the same fashion like the 
Vietnam-era US Special forc-
es, the Green beret and the US 
Navy SEALs (Sea, Air Land) 
Special warfare group.  Ra-
mos is considered as the 
“Father of SAF”. 

The covert operation to ar-
rest a high profile interna-
tional terrorist named Zulkifli 
Bin Hir alias “Marwan”, a Ma-
laysian expert bomb maker 
who carried a $5 million 
bounty for his arrest dead or 
alive, was codenamed “Oplan 
Wolverine” last year but was 
aborted twice. 

Finally, it was given the go-
signal with the help of the 
United States who allegedly 
provided surveillance equip-
ment such as “Drones” (pilot-
less remote controlled small 
planes).  

It was it carried out in the 
early morning of January 25, 
under codename “Oplan Exo-
dus”.  The SAF commandos 
swooped on a house deep 
inside the Moro Islamic Liber-
ation Front (MILF) and Bang-
samoro Islamic freedom 
Fighters (BIFF) territory and 
camps in barangays 
Tukanalipao, Mamasapano, 
Maguindanao. 

Marwan was killed in gun-
fight while his henchman and 
accomplish Abdul Basit Us-
man was wounded but es-
caped. 

Usman is a Malaysian born 
Filipino Muslim, a local bomb 
expert also carries a $3 mil-

lion price on his head by the 
United States. 

On their exit, the SAF com-
mandos ran into an ambush 
of almost 1,000 MILF and 
BIFF fighters who were alert-
ed by the gunfire. 

The SAF troopers thus be-
came sitting targets in the 
middle of a cornfield and a 
river from the volley of high-
powered fire from all sides.  

A trending video that was 
later taken off the internet 
showed many of the 44 who 
died were mercilessly shot in 
the head, robbed of their be-
longings and firearms. 

Some who sustained only mi-
nor gunshot wounds in their 
arms or feet were finished off 
with shots to the head and 
various parts of the body, a 
clear violation of the Geneva 
convention and the existing 
ceasefire between the Philip-
pine government and the 
MILF which is trying to forge 
a final peace agreement 
called the Bangsamoro Basic 
law (BBL) that aims to grant a 
Muslim self-government un-
der Philippine sovereignty . 

The MILF has promised to 
conduct its own probe on the 
incident that many believe 
could jeopardize the passage 
of the BBL. 

The BIFF, a breakaway fac-
tion of the MILF had refused 
to return some of the fire-
arms and items belonging to 
the slain commandos vowing 
to keep them and use the fire-
arms to fight the government. 
The BIFF is not part of the 
peace process and is consid-
ered as a terrorist organiza-
tion, suspected as the ones 

(Continued from page 1) 

Liar? Liar? Liar? …. 

(Continued on page 5) 

speech during ceremonies in 
Intramuros marking the 70th 
anniversary of the Battle of 
Manila. 

Ramos recalled military action 
against rebel groups that 
burned down Ipil town in Zam-
boanga in April 1995 ahead of 
the signing of a peace agree-
ment with the Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF), 
which he helped broker as 
chief of staff of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines. 

“The Ipil raid in April 1995, 
this was seen by us as an at-
tempt, just like now, to destroy 
the peace agreement we were 
about to sign with the (MNLF),” 
Ramos said. 

The Aquino administration is 
bent on passing a draft Bang-
samoro Basic Law that would 
implement a peace agreement 
with the Moro Islamic Libera-
tion Front (MILF). 

But the clash between SAF 
commandos and guerrillas 
from the MILF and its splinter 

group Bangsamoro Islamic 
Freedom Fighters (BIFF) has 
thrown in doubt the passage of 
the BBL by March as planned. 

The SAF commandos went into 
Mamasapano to take down 
Malaysian terrorist Zulkifli bin 
Hir, alias “Marwan,” and his 
Filipino deputy, Abdul Basit 
Usman, but got into gun battles 
with the Moro guerrillas after 
the mission. 

In 1995, “200 members of the 
lost command groups of the 
MILF, Abu Sayyaf Group and 
Islamic Command Center killed 
50 people, including military 
officers and cops, robbed seven 
banks and burned everything 
in (Ipil) and then they es-
caped,” Ramos said. 

“The following day, I was there 
and ordered hot pursuit until 
they were all decimated at the 
tip of Zamboanga Norte penin-
sula. Twenty of them, out of the 
200, jumped into a boat and 
fled to Basilan and disap-
peared. For five years, we did 
not see the Abu Sayyaf and the 
lost command now called 
BIFF,” Ramos said. 

(Continued from page 1) 

AQUINO HEMMING AND ... 

21 Gun Salute for the son of Catanduanes.  Photo 
via PIA. 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/fernan-gianan
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/fernan-gianan
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PRES. PNOY’S “WATERLOO” (and 
his Nobel Prize aspirations doomed) 

 

WAR OR PEACE  
IN MINDANAO?  

Tenny F. Soriano 

The bloodbath in Mamasapano where 44 young elite police 
officers of the Special Armed Forces (SAF) of the Philippine 
National Police (PNP), 18 Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) fighters and four civilians died in a 12 hour firefight 
has again broken a fragile peace prevailing in Mindanao. 

Ironically, that deadly clash of January 25, arising from a 
covert operations to arrest dead or alive a high profile inter-
national terrorist dubbed as the “Bin Laden of Southeast 
Asia” took place in Maguindanao province where some five 
years ago in November 2009, 54 persons, including 34 jour-
nalists were massacred upon orders allegedly of the power-
ful Ampatuan clan, most of whom are now behind bars 
awaiting trial. 

This latest flare up of violence in Central Mindanao has put 
to question, and surely in jeopardy, the peace process 
forged between the government and the MILF which aims to 
achieve a lasting peace in the region through the passage of 
the proposed Bangsamoro Basic law (BBL). 

When passed into law, the BBL would provide our Muslim 
brothers an autonomous, self-rule regional government un-
der the aegis or sovereignty of the Philippines. 

But with the deadly incident in Mamasapano, where atroci-
ties and brutal images were captured in video of SAF troop-
ers being executed, robbed or mutilated while the perpetra-
tors are heard laughing, many are having second thoughts 
on what kind of peace we can bargain with these seemingly 
barbaric criminals. 

And to think that the SAF troopers were there to serve a le-
gal warrant of arrest in an area that is a Philippine territory. 

But it seems that the MILF and the breakaway Bangsamoro 
Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) are of the same mind as the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) where they can claim 
any land area as their domain and that therefore, the SAF 
officers are “intruders” trespassing in their “territory”. 

If this was their thinking, then the government must ensure 
that the full force of the law is enforced to assert Philippine 
sovereignty. 

Currently, the hawks and the doves are debating whether 
the BBL is worth enacting into law and reality. 

But whatever the outcome, there is a need to pursue at any 
cost the road  to peace . 

In war, there are no winners.  There will always be casual-
ties and dead bodies. 

Let us not think in terms of the MILF, the BIFF, or the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines. 

The peace-loving citizens of the Philippines, whether Mus-
lims, Christians, Iglesia ni Cristo, Budhhists or Hindus and 
other groups, are all that matters. 

There are several scenarios 
in the aftermath of Pres. 
Pnoy’s bungling of the Ma-
masapano raid to capture 
Zulkifli Bin Hir or “Marwan” 
said to be considered as the 
“Bin Laden of Southeast 
Asia” where 44 Special 
Armed Forces (SAF) per-
ished in a one sided firefight 
with elements of the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) and the breakaway 
Bangsamoro Islamic Free-
dom Fighters (BIFF). 

One is Pres. Pnoy will be 
subjected to impeachment 
by some opposition mem-
bers in both houses of con-
gress but this will not pros-
per due to the majority 
members aligned with the 
president’s party, the Liber-
al. 

Second, mass protests said 
to be held on Feb.22 to coin-
cide with the 1986 revolu-
tion initiated by the clergy 
identified with the National 
Transformation Council
(NTC), the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the Philip-
pines (CBCP) and other civil 
society organizations. These 
groups were the same move-
ment that caused the down-
fall of then president Joseph 
‘Erap’ Estrada and really did 
not reflect the sentiment of 
the people. 

Aligned with these groups 
were the “oligarchs” and so-
called “Burgis” of Ayala Ave-
nue. 

It became successful be-
cause of the support of a 
man they called “Tabako”. 

***** 

Third, a “coup d’etat” is said 
to be in the works, funded 
by whom senator Miriam 
Santiago described as “a 
very rich man” who had al-

ready been involved in past 
attempts to overthrow exist-
ing governments. 

Is Miriam referring to her 
arch enemy and “ninong?”. 

***** 

Former President Fidel V. 
Ramos has every reason to 
be outraged. 

In the past few days, he has 
issued scathing criticisms 
against Pres. Aquino with 
regard to his handling of the 
tragedy at Mamasapano. 

Ramos is one of the founders 
of the SAF in 1983 when he 
was chief of the Philippine 
Constabulary and Integrated 
National Police (PC/INP) the 
precursor of the present 
PNP or Philippine National 
Police. 

SAF’s acronym is also re-
ferred to by its other mean-
ing, “Special Armed Forces 
ni Fidel”, because the former 
president and defense secre-
tary had nurtured the unit to 
become one of the most 
highly trained elite force. 

***** 

As of press time, a group 
identified with the National 
Transformational Council 
(NTC) has issued a call for 
President Aquino to “step 
down” while the influential 
Catholic Bishop Conference 
of the Philippines (CBCP) 
had challenged Mr. Aquino 
to “tell the whole truth”. 

In a statement read by re-
tired Cebu Archbishop Ri-
cardo Cardinal Vidal, he said 
“The NTC has strongly 
(articulated) advocated that 
the president should step 
down.  We, bishops of the 
Catholic and other Christian 
churches, have often asked if 
there is a moral basis to this 
growing demand.  Recent 

developments have made 
this call even more urgent 
and imperative”. 

***** 

If we were to judge the ex-
changes among netizens and 
the people on the street on 
Mamasapano massacre, it 
tend to show national anger, 
widespread outrage over the 
way the “Fallen 44” (as the 
44  dead SAF officers) were 
treated by their commander 
in chief. 

When Pnoy failed to meet 
the remains of the 44 SAF 
troopers at Villamor airbase; 
when he snubbed the vic-
tims of Yolanda in Tacloban 
who were seeking his pres-
ence to remember the great-
est tragedy of their life and 
when he lambasted the Fili-
pino clergy in front of the 
Pope in Malacanang, it 
showed what kind of leader 
he is. 

And Mamasapano could be 
the final nail in the coffin, 
God forbid, on his presiden-
cy that many had put so 
much hope for their re-
demption on the decades of 
graft and corruption and 
misguided leaders. 

This could be Pnoy’s 
“Waterloo” unless he is 
ready to reveal the real 
truth, on why he choose his 
friend, a suspended police 
general, Alan Purisima, to 
call the shots of a bungled 
covert operation that 
claimed the lives of 44 
young and  promising offic-
ers. And why did Aquino 
turn down the sending of 
reinforcement to rescue the 
beleaguered SAF comman-
dos?  

There are reports that Pres. 
Aquino assigned Purisima 

(Continued on page 7) 
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WAVES FROM HOME 

 

“The definition of insanity is 
doing the same thing over and 
over again and expecting a dif-
ferent result.”   Our mea culpa. 

The waves back here at home 
are once more turbulent and 
our shores tempestuous.  

The natives have been in a 
growing restless mode and 
increasingly agitated as the 
full impact of the Mamasa-
pano, Magunidanao massacre 
of 44 members of the Philip-
pine National Police’s Special 
Action Force (PNP-SAF) last 
January 25 continuously 
bleeds out of television news, 
radio, print and social media 
day in and day out in gory 
details ever since the story 
broke out. 

Six days after Pope Francis 
left our islands with us still 
basking in the wake of the 
memorably joyous, peaceful 
and blessed visit, we were 
stunned, shocked and eventu-
ally angry again as a people 
when a combined  superior  
force of Moro Islamic Libera-
tion Front (MILF) elements 
and Bangsamoro Islamic 

Freedom Fighters (BIFF) en-
gaged in a 12-hour firefight 
and outgunned the PNP-SAF 
teams sent in the said area 
with the order to serve the 
warrant of arrest and capture 
international terrorist Zulkifli 
Bin Hir, aka Abu Marwan, a 
Malaysian with a US$5 million 
reward on his head, and his 
local sidekick Abdul Basit Us-
man. 

The country was in outrage, 
disbelief and shared condem-
nation of the carnage and we 
witnessed what followed as 
the outpouring of sympathy 
for the “Fallen 44” officers 
and men of the PNP-SAF 
which brought a pall of 
mourning all over the islands 
and expressed in flags-at-half 
mast, organized and individu-
al masses offered, teary and 
heart-rending eulogy pro-
grams, “Justice-For- the- SAF 
Braves” marches, candle-lit 
ceremonies, “head-shaving” 

protests, group runs, motor-
bike events and marathons 
for the victims of the “mis-
encounter” as the massacre 
was initially explained. 

President Benigno S. Aquino 
III as Commander-In-Chief 
was not at the arrival honors 
for the “Fallen 44” at Villamor 
Air Base where the plane car-
rying their bodies landed as 
he felt it more significant to 
attend a car-launch ceremo-
nies somewhere in Laguna at 
that time.  And for this, we did 
not miss on television cover-
age the deafening silence and 
“cold shoulder snob” by the 
respective families of the 
“Fallen 44” when the Presi-
dent came to  award medals 
in the neurological services 
later held at Camp Bagong 
Diwa for the SAF heroes. Un-
derstandably, there were re-
sentments, incredulity and 
pain in their hearts. 

Then, as the inevitable ques-

tions and conflicting revela-
tions were raised, came the 
usual “blame game” from the 
top. What happened, really? 
Who were and who were not 
in-the-know of the critical 
SAF “operation”? Where was 
“information flow” and 
“coordination” which is 
standard on such sensitive 
law enforcement action as 
this?  Where was the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP) when it happened? 
Who’s in charge?  Was the 
President duly informed and 
made aware of the scope of 
the “rendering” of the terror-
ists Marwan and Usman?  
What does and when did 
PNoy knew of the planned 
terrorist extraction move? He 
was in Zamboanga City a day 
before the SAF operation. 
Why and what was suspend-
ed PNP Chief Alan Purisima 
doing there in the action are-
na and how come PNP Officer
-in-Charge Leonardo Espina, 

including Department of Inte-
rior and Local Government 
Secretary Mar Roxas were 
seemingly out-of-the-loop 
momentarily and not on top 
of the situation as the SAF 
action at that time unfolded?  

Marwan, an expert bomber 
and member of the Central 
Committee of the Indonesian-
based, al-Qaida-linked terror-
ist group “Jemaah Islamiya” 
was confirmed dead in the 
encounter based on DNA test 
conducted by the US Federal 
Bureau of Investigation test 
on the terrorist’s finger which 
the SAF team was able to ex-
tract from the controversial 
SAF operation which was 
called Oplan Exodus.  A finger 
in exchange for the loss of 44 
lives and the wounding of 12 
others in the encounter that 
also claimed the lives of 6 
MILF rebels.  Marwan’s assis-
tant Abdul Basit Usman, the 

(Continued on page 6) 

EXCLUSIVE TO PHILIPPINE INQUIRER: SAF OFFICER 

RECALLS MAMASAPANO CLASH 

Fighting ‘though 
blood was spurting 
from the head’ 
"NOT ONE OF US WANTED TO GIVE UP. THEY WERE 
FIGHTING GALLANTLY UNTIL THEIR LAST 
BREATH,”  HE SAID. 

Julliane Love De Jesus   (First of three) 

MANILA, Philippines—He can 
still hear the voices and dying 
moans of his fellow troopers. 
He was part of the Special Ac-
tion Force raiding team which 
killed Malaysian terrorist 
Zulkifli Bin Hir or Marwan in 
Mamasapano, Maguindanao on 
January 25, but the deaths of 
nine of his “brothers” have 
marked him. 

 “It was traumatic for me. I can 
still hear their voices, their 
moans during their last breath. 
I can still hear my fellow 
trooper [a junior] running and 
following me everywhere I go,” 
the SAF officer told this report-
er in a lengthy, exclusive inter-
view.  The officer was hit in the 
chest during the fighting. 

Nine commandos from his 
company, the 84th, perished in 
“Oplan Exodus,” the latest at-
tempt to capture Marwan. The 
55th SAF company, which had 
acted as the “blocking force” 
supporting the raiding team, 
sustained 35 deaths. With a 
total of 44 troopers killed, Ma-
masapano was the deadliest 

police operation in memory. 

(At least four civilians and 18 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
rebels also died in the clash.) 

The officer, pleading anonymi-
ty to be able to talk freely, re-
called that after the initial skir-
mish, after his team identified 
Marwan and killed him in an 
exchange of fire, the raiding 
team still managed to crack 
jokes. “Once we get out of here, 
we will treat ourselves to Jol-

(Continued on page 7) 

who harboured Marwan and 
Basit Usman.   

The incident, is now also 
called as the “second Magu-
indanao massacre”. 

(The first one was the infa-
mous Ampatuan Maguinda-
nao massacre of 54 persons in 
November.23, 2009 most of 
them journalists which up to 
now remained unresolved.) 

This latest bloodbath involv-
ing young men in their early 
20s and 30s, has aroused na-
tional outrage, anger and in-
dignation all aimed at Presi-
dent Aquino and the perpetra-
tors. 

It started when President 
Aquino failed to attend the 
arrival rites of the remains of 
the 44 SAF troopers at Villam-
or airbase, as it was a tradi-
tion for a head of state to give 
moral support to grieving 
families.  Instead the presi-
dent was busy officiating at an 
inaugural of a car manufactur-
ing facility in Laguna. 

Some two weeks before, Aqui-
no also incurred the ire of the 
people when he gave a critical 
speech lambasting the Philip-
pine clergy in front of the vis-
iting Pope Francis.  

As of press time, coup ru-
mours persist in Manila while 
a huge mass protests are 
planned on Feb.22- in EDSA, 
the date and site of the 1986 
revolution. 

Now called as the “Fallen 44”, 
their deaths according to ini-
tial investigations, showed a 
lack of coordination between 
the SAF officials and the mili-
tary who were kept in the 
dark of the operations. 

There was also a breakdown 
on the chain of command or in 
this case the chain of line of 
authority in the PNP (as it is a 
civilian organization). 

The two top officials of the 
PNP and Interior department 
namely, Gen. Leonardo Espina 
and secretary Mar Roxas were 
not privy to the operation. 

Based on the initial investiga-
tions by the senate and from 
our sources in Manila, here 
are the important points on 
the incident: 

 There was definitely a 
break in the chain of com-
mand or line of authority and 
a total lack of coordination 
between the PNP and the AFP. 

 President Aquino said he 
only learned of the plan to 
arrest Marwan only last April 
2014 but sources said he was 
“deeply involved” in the oper-
ation. 

 Napenas confirmed that 
Pres. Aquino met with  him, 
suspended PNP chief Alan 
Purisima and Gen.Mendez at 
Malacanang palace in January 
9, 2015 (or some two weeks 
before the Mamasapano raid 
on Marwan)to discuss details 
of Oplan Exodus. It was there 
that Purisima, allegedly on 
orders of Aquino told Napenas 
not to inform Espina and Rox-
as about the plan , a clear vio-
lation of the chain of com-
mand of line of authority. Be-

ing suspended, Purisima is not 
authorized to conduct or par-
ticipate in any PNP officials 
functions. 

 The President was in 
Zamboanga,January 24, one 
day before the Mamasapano 
raid to arrest Marwan,on the 
pretext of visiting the victims 
of a car bombing.It was gath-
ered Pres.Aquino was in Zam-
boanga to prepare for the suc-
cessful completion of the mis-
sion in Mamasapano  but as 
events unfolded, it was a trag-
ic disaster resulting to the loss 
of 44 SAF lives despite Mar-
wan being killed. 

 The SAF commandos 
could have been rescued and 
saved had Pres. Aquino au-
thorized the go-signal for the 
army located only one or two 
kilometers away from the en-
counter site to reinforce the 
SAF troopers pinned down 
between the MILF and BIFF 
forces.  But Aquino allegedly 
“stand down” (hold sending of 
reinforcement) the order to 
avoid more encounters/
hostilities between the mili-
tary and MILF, so as not to 
endanger the ongoing peace 
process and the passage of the 
BBL. 

Purisima for his part, denied 
he had something to do with 
the planning or calling the 
shots.  He said he was there in 
the meeting in Malacanang 
with the President only to 
give “advice”.  But according 
to SAF commander Napenas, 
it was Purisma who “adviced” 
him not to inform Secretary 
Roxas and Gen. Espina about 
Oplan Exodus. 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

Liar? Liar? Liar? …. 

(ED’s NOTE: - we are reprinting this Inquirer’s exclusive on 
the accounts of the Mamasapano survivors for our read-
ers’ appreciation and understanding of the events.) 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/julliane-love-de-jesus
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/files/2015/02/tabdi-bnw.jpg
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SAF survivors tell Aquino: Show conviction 
PRESIDENT’S SPEECH DISAPPOINTS OFFICERS 

 
Julliane Love De Jesus  |  Philippine Inquirer     (2nd of three) 

MANILA, Philippines–Show 
some balls. 

A member of the Special Action 
Force (SAF) team that killed 
Malaysian terrorist Zulkifli bin 
Hir, alias “Marwan,” and who 
helped retrieve the bodies of 
the 44 police commandos killed 
in the operation in Mamasa-
pano town, Maguindanao prov-
ince, on Jan. 25 said SAF troop-
ers wanted to hear only one 
thing from President Aquino. 

“We’re looking for a strong 
statement from the Command-
er in Chief that will side with 
us, but instead he gives a state-
ment then he takes it back,” the 

officer told this reporter in an 
exclusive interview on Thurs-
day. 

“He’s very careful with his 
words, [he doesn’t want to up-
set] the peace talks,” he said. 

The SAF officer, who requested 
that his name and rank be 
withheld for security and so 
that he could talk freely, said 
the SAF troopers felt “offended” 
by the President. 

He said the troopers were ask-
ing themselves, “Did we do a 
good job? Was it mission ac-
complished?” 

“I just told them we had to pri-

oritize our fallen brothers,” he 
said. 

“I’m just hoping [the President] 
can give strong words befitting 
a Commander in Chief, con-
demning the brutal killing of 
the 44 troopers instead of giv-
ing [a] shallow and safe state-
ment so as not to offend the 
other party,” he said, referring 
to the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF), which has signed 
a peace agreement with the 
government. 

Attack on SAF 

Guerrillas from the MILF and 
its splinter group, the Bang-

samoro Islamic Freedom Fight-
ers (BIFF), attacked the SAF 
commandos as the troopers 
withdrew after killing Marwan, 
who carried a $6-million price 
on his head. 

Forty-four commandos, 18 
MILF guerrillas and five civil-
ians were killed in the 12-hour 
gun battle. 

The secondary target of the 
SAF mission, Marwan’s Filipino 
deputy Basit Usman, managed 
to escape. The United States 
has also offered a $3-million 
bounty for Usman’s capture. 

A day after this reporter’s in-

terview with the SAF officer, 
the President addressed the 
nation and lamented the deaths 
of the SAF commandos. “This 
tragedy happened during my 
term, and I will carry this to the 
end of my days,” he said. 

Aquino repeated the message 
he sent to the MILF after the 
clash, demanding that the 
group turn over Usman to the 
government. 

“If he remains in your territory 
or is protected by one of your 
members, we expect you to 
surrender him to the authori-

(Continued on page 7) 

SAF OFFICER RECALLS ‘MISSION IMPOSSIBLE’ 

Marwan’s last words 
 

Julliane Love De Jesus | Philippine Inquirer    (Last of  three) 

MANILA, Philippines—The 
nipa hut where the target was 
sleeping was located in the 
middle of a vast cornfield in 
Mamasapano, Maguindanao, 
surrounded by coconut trees. 
Forty meters away was a 
mosque. The hut where the 
target’s Filipino prote ge  stayed 
was just 70 meters away. 

Capturing Zulkifli Bin Hir, the 
Malaysian terrorist bomb mak-
er known as Marwan, was a 
“mission impossible,” an of-
ficer who was part of the Spe-
cial Action Force raiding team 
told this reporter. Several mis-
sions to capture Marwan since 
at least 2010 had been abort-
ed, for one reason or another. 
On the weekend of January 24 
to 25, the SAF finally got close 
enough. 

“One officer in front of me 
tripped into a booby trap Mar-
wan set up. That woke him up. 
His security elements were 
alarmed. We fired at him. But 
he also opened fire with an 
M16,” the officer said. (He re-
quested anonymity to be able 
to speak freely.) 

In the exchange of fire, Mar-
wan kept shouting “Allahu Ak-
bar! (Allah is great!)” He died 
with those words on his lips. 

“We cut off his finger because 
we had no time to do the reti-
nal scanning for the iris recog-
nition for his DNA. We were 
under heavy fire. We had to get 
out immediately,” the officer 
said. 

Taunts from BIFF 

The height of the gun battle 
between the SAF troopers and 
the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) and the Bang-
samoro Islamic Freedom Fight-
ers (BIFF), from 2:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m., was a “nightmare” 
for the police. 

The officer recalled how the 
BIFF taunted them. When the 
rebels from the MILF splinter 

group were just 30 to 40 me-
ters away, they laughed at the 
troopers and threatened them. 

“Ang tapang tapang niyo. Pu-
masok kayo dito. Uubusin 
namin  kayo. Humanda kayo, 
may mga darating pang tropa 
(You’re so brave. You came in 
here. We will wipe you out. Get 
ready, we have more troops 
coming),” rebels shouted at the 
SAF troopers in the vernacular. 

The officer recalled: “It was as 
if they were not feeling the 
pain. Then they would shout 
Allahu Akbar!” 

At 6:30 p.m., he said, military 
artillery finally deployed white 
phosphorous to give the troop-
ers cover as preparation for 
the “call for fire” procedure. 
“After that, they dispersed. 
They knew that a high explo-
sive will go off next.” 

He estimated more than 300 
BIFF and Moro Islamic Libera-
tion Front members attacked 
them “based on the weapon 
and artillery they used.” 

“We always had the advantage 
in our previous missions. But 
at that time, we were really 
outnumbered. But we’re never 
outfought,” he said. 

All told, 44 troopers died in 
Mamasapano (and at least 18 
MILF rebels and five civilians). 

Justice will be served their 44 
“brothers,” the officer said, if 
the MILF and BIFF would sur-
render their commanders 
“responsible for the brutal kill-
ing.” 

“That’s also the call of their 
families. In the first place, bakit 
kailangan pang i-finish? Bakit 
kailangan pang babuyin 
at  hubaran? Babarilin pa sa 
ulo. Some of them wala nang 
kamay at paa (Why finish off 
the wounded? Why dishonor 
the dead and undress them? 
Shot in the head. Some of them 
without hands or feet,” he la-
mented. 

“Islam is not killing the brutal 
way. I think it was just their 
culture. This is not about their 
religion anymore. Naging bar-
baric na ang culture nila (their 
culture has become barbaric) 
just to prove they’re fearless,” 
the officer said. 

Retaliation? 

SAF men have thought of get-
ting back at the rebels. But the 
officer said they would avenge 
the death of the 44 by taking 
down Marwan’s Filipino 
protege, Basit Usman. 

“The best retaliation is to get 
Basit Usman. In time we’ll get 
him,” he said, adding that SAF 
troopers are doubtful that the 
Moro groups will surrender 
the Filipino bomb-maker. 

But the officer said all-out war 
against the rebels won’t solve 
the long-standing conflict in 
Mindanao. 

“All-out war was never the so-
lution. Tayo ang talo dyan (It’s 
us who will lose there). Inno-
cent civilians will be displaced. 
If the other party is not for 
peace, we have to show that 
we are really sincere,” he said. 

Asked if he’s willing to lay his 
life down for another mission, 
he said: “Yes. It’s our only lega-
cy to the Filipino people. If we 
will not do it, who else will do 
it?” 

He said he would not call the 
slain troopers the “Fallen 44,” 
as mainstream media depicts 
them. 

“May we remember the 44 
men not as the Fallen 
44, for to fall means to fail. We 
didn’t,  They didn’t. It is better 
to remember them as the Gal-
lant 44 or the Brave 44 for they 
exemplified these traits until 
their last breath. To hon-
or them, I hope that the heart 
of a warrior, the heart of every 
SAF trooper shall beat more 
strongly than ever.” 

local but Afghan-trained ter-
rorist was able to escape. 
Which brought in more ques-
tions on the investigation ta-
ble. 

Why were the two wanted ter-
rorists in the company of the 
MILF and BIFF fighters and for 
how long have they’ve been 
under protection in our sover-
eign republic? What happened 
to the ceasefire agreement be-
tween the MILF and the gov-
ernment in the light of the 
peace negotiation process as 
agreed for the proposed Bang-
samoro Basic Law (BBL) when 
the two rebel groups un-
leashed their superior firepow-
er and extreme atrocities on 
the SAF team as they lay dying 
and wounded? 

The current investigations by 
the PNP Board of Inquiry and 
that of both houses of have 
been revealing, the live televi-
sion coverage of the crisis 
which is watched constantly by 
a keen and suddenly involved 
public. The unraveling news 
and revolting videos of the 
encounter posted on the social 
media astound us without end.   

At the very early stage of the 
crisis, SAF Commander and 
Police Director Getulio 
Napenas volunteered to resign 
from his position and PNP 
Chief Alan Purisima followed 
and whose resignation was 
accepted unemotionally by 
PNoy. Both former PNP offi-
cials are now busy attending 
the on-going and live-on-TV 
news channel Senate and con-
gressional hearings on the lat-
est PNP SAF-MILF-BIFF hostili-
ty. 

Passions are overheating 
among our leaders and the 
public as this most unfortunate 
development happened at a 
crucial time when the Bang-
samoro Basic Law (BBL) is 
under deliberation by both 
houses of the Congress of the 
Republic.  The BBL which is 
seen as the pivot that will 
bring final settlement in the 

quest for peace in Mindanao is 
now at stake. 

But because of  the “Fallen 44” 
the BBL debate in the legisla-
tive branch of our government 
and the Peace Agenda of the 
“Tuwid na Daan” administra-
tion has been set aside for the 
moment. 

What is the price for this trying 
and painfully sought-after 
peace? For who’s glory will it 
be attributed by the way, if we 
are able to surmount the ob-
stacles of cross-purposed ex-
pressed and unexpressed long 
term agenda of the present 
players and finally achieve this 
peace? Will it truly bring geo-
political unity, religious toler-
ance and real social and eco-
nomic justice in our land? 

Divisive as what the Mamasa-
pano carnage was in view of 
the fiery elocutions in the Sen-
ate and the lower house of 
Congress, AFP and PNP coun-
terbalancing act in the investi-
gations and hearings, the pub-
lic’s reaction to what they are 
witnessing on TV and reading 
and listening as news, we tend 
to believe that we still have a 
long haul to go for that elusive 
peace. 

Like the rest of many others 
alerted by the most recent of 
developments, we have been 
made to not just see but under-
stand fully well the implica-
tions of these foreboding 
events. We cannot just watch 
our government, our armed 
forces feebly finger-pointing at 
each other with that Mamasa-
pano “mis-encounter”. We 
have to ask very vital ques-
tions and unwavering respons-
es from the MILF too. Why 
can’t this government counter-
part and official signatory in 
the peace process and formula-
tion of the BLL act on the iden-
tification and turn-over of 
those involved in the Mamasa-
pano massacre and the protec-
tors of terrorist cells and indi-
viduals, local and foreign, and 
bring them to justice and sub-
ject them to the appropriate 
and just process based on the 
rule of law?  

(Continued from page 5) 

WAVES FROM HOME... 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/julliane-love-de-jesus
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/julliane-love-de-jesus
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/julliane-love-de-jesus
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/julliane-love-de-jesus
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/671745/afp-pnp-forces-launch-joint-operation-to-capture-usman
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libee burgers,” the officer re-
called saying to Senior Inspec-
tor Gednat Tabdi. The team 
had just sent the text message 
“Mike One, Bingo”—meaning 
the target had been ob-
tained—to the command post. 

Around 5 a.m., the raiding 
unit left Marwan’s hut to re-
group and review their opera-
tion map. They reached “Point 
17,” a grassy area facing the 
Mamasapano river. 

It was at Point 17 where they 
had their breakfast: a choco-
late bar, water and crackers. 
For nine of the 38 troopers of 
the unit, it proved to be their 
last meal.  It was there where 
the raiders were informed 
that the blocking force was 
pinned down by gunfire from 
over 300 MILF rebels and 
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom 
Fighters. 

‘Don’t leave me’ 

As the firefight got worse, 
more and more commandos 
got hit. Tabdi was shot in the 
head, the bullet piercing his 

Kevlar helmet. 

PO3 Virgel Villanueva was 
also badly hit in the head. 
“Lumaban siya kahit sumisirit 
na ‘yung dugo sa ulo niya. Kita 
na ‘yung part ng utak niya. 
Binababa namin siya pero 
tumatayo pa (He fought even 
though blood was spurting 
from his head. Part of his 
brains could be seen. We 
would set him down but he 
would sit up again),” the of-
ficer said. Villanueva died in 
action. 

The officer said the troopers 
could have fought their way 

out, leaving their nine dead 
and 11 wounded members 
behind. But they stayed. “One 
of them even begged me, cry-
ing like a child, and told me 
“Don’t leave me, sir.” The of-
ficer said it would have both-
ered his conscience forever if 
they had left his brothers be-
hind. 

“One officer managed to crack 
a joke and said ‘Sumuko na 
tayo (Let’s surrender)!’ But 
no, not one of us wanted to 
give up. They were fighting 
gallantly until their last 
breath,” he said. 

After the “longest gun battle 
in his life,” the officer had the 
grim task of carrying the bod-
ies of his fellow troopers 
when the firing completely 
ceased around 6:30 p.m (not 
11:30 pm as originally report-
ed). 

“I was almost crying when I 
was carrying their cold bodies 
like pigs. But I wanted to ac-
count for all bodies. That’s the 
least we can do for the fami-
lies—to bring them back the 
bodies of their loved ones,” he 
said. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Fighting ‘though blood ... 

(Continued on page 10) 

ties. If not, we expect you to do 
everything you can to help cap-
ture him. And even if this is not 
possible, do not interfere with 
our pursuit of Marwan,” he 
said. 

Then he served a warning to 
the MILF: “We will get Usman, 
whatever you decide, regard-
less of who provides a safe ha-
ven for him, regardless of 
where he may be hiding. Let no 
one doubt: We are partners in 
pursuing peace and justice. To 
those who have lost their way, 
who would still stand in our 
way, remember this: You are 
fighting the State, and we will 
run you over.” 

In a follow-up interview, the 
SAF officer dismissed the Presi-
dent’s belated show of resolve. 

“Why only now?” the officer 
said. “He should have said that 
at the start.” 

‘Balls’ and conviction 

The officer said he admired 
Deputy Director General Leo-
nardo Espina, the Philippine 
National Police officer in 
charge, for having the “balls” to 
make “strong statements,” un-
like the President. 

Espina and the PNP overseer, 
Interior Secretary Mar Roxas, 
were not informed about the 
Mamasapano operation by the 
SAF commander, Director 
Getulio Napen as, who was re-
lieved pending investigation of 
the debacle. 

The SAF troopers, the officer 
said, expect tough talk from the 
Commander in Chief. “That’s 
what the troops are looking for. 
Statements with conviction and 
balls,” he said. 

In his briefings for journalists, 
Espina slammed the MILF and 
the BIFF for the “overkill” and 
for stealing the personal effects 
of the slain commandos. 

Espina demanded that the Mo-
ro rebels return the equipment, 
mobile phones and armor of 
the slain troopers to the au-
thorities and to the comman-
dos’ families. 

“If you have the biggest re-
sponsibility and you don’t have 
the balls to fulfill that responsi-
bility, better leave your post. 
Your people are looking up to 
you. If they see you as a weak 
leader, how could you expect 
them to lay down their lives for 
the government?” said the SAF 
officer. 

Even the families of the slain 

(Continued from page 6) 

SAF SURVIVORS TELLS AQUINO... 

(Continued on page 10) 

CHANNEL 4 REUNION 

Former staffers of the defunct NMPC GTV 4/MBS4/ PTV 4 posed for posterity at a reunion held February 1 at Merch Ignacio’s residence.  Among them are former TV producers, direc-

tors, editors, scriptwriters that include our very own Manila Bureau Chief and columnist, Diego “Ding” Franco.  Many of them are now with Philippines’ leading TV broadcast stations 

ABS-CBN, GMA7 and TV5 sharing their experience and expertise. 

From being perceived as 
“deceitful, misleading and act-
ing on bad faith”, the MILF 
leadership must now show 
sincerity beyond reproach if 
trust and confidence is to be 
built as the foundation, not as a 
talking-paper and notes of in-
tent of what we are all trying to 
attain.   

As enlightened Filipinos we are 
all now pressed to seriously 
look beyond mere rhetoric and 
deluding phrasing as far as the 
Bangsamoro Basic Law is con-
cerned and focus our attention 
and expectations to be at the 
right level and the correct 
frame of informed and explicit 
reference. We cannot just go on 
simplistically with “good inten-

tions” and go awry with them.    

*   *   * 

We cannot help but wish that 
PNoy, called to rigid attention 
now by the Filipino people in 
the light of the Mamasapono 
carnage to act truly as presi-
dent and commander in chief 
when faced by crisis. If the 
current social media bashing 
is an indication, this country 
needs a decisive, courageous 
and empathic leader, not a 
spoiled brat and a scion of 
class.  There is a cry for a 
President of the nation. 

*   *   * 

What a respite this period 
should have been to some peo-
ple who have been in the glare 
and limelight of the press: The 
Binay family (a rest from those 
televised legislative investiga-

tions); DSWD Secretary Dinky 
Soliman (more time to cover-
up for her sweeping under the 
rug, a resort trip actually for 
those dirty street children so 
Pope Francis won’t see them 
on the major streets where His 
Holiness’ convoy would pass 
during his visit here) and yes, 
Budget Secretary Butch Abad 
(the Disbursement Accelera-
tion Program or DAP of which 
he was author was declared 
“unconstitutional” by the Su-
preme Court’s ruling 13-0 last 
February 6). 

*   *   * 

This we have read somewhere 
but forgot who wrote: “The 
definition of insanity is doing 
the same thing over and over 
again and expecting a different 
result.”   Our mea culpa. 

(Continued from page 6) 

WAVES FROM HOME... 

to lead Oplan Exodus (the 
operation codename to get 
Marwan) so that if success-
ful, he could be reinstated.  
Which explains why he was 
in Zamboanga city monitor-
ing the transpiring events in 
a drone station operated by 

the United States but he was 
never informed of the disas-
trous bloody outcome of the 
mission. 

Pres. Aquino reportedly did 
not send reinforcements so 
as to prevent further en-
counters with the MILF 
which could definitely derail 
the peace process and the 
eventual passage of the 
Bangsamo Basic law (BBL). 

If further conflicts or armed 
confrontations ensue be-
tween government forces 
and the MILF, most likely the 
BBL will not become law and 
the chances of Pres. Aquino 
to become a contender for 
the Nobel Peace prize (which 
he badly wanted to be the 
highlight of his presidency) 
is doomed. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Counterpoint 
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The members of Thorncliffe Filipino-Canadian Seniors Club during a day trip at Canada’s Ripley’s Aquarium on a 

snowy day January 29, 2015 

Thorncliffe Filipino-Canadian Seniors Club 

Debutante Dyezel Mae Angel celebrated her 18th birthday at Celebration Banquet Hall on January 31, 2015 with her classmates, 
friends, and relatives.  Photo by Ariel Ramos 

Lion Alex Castro Sr, TMLC president, welcomed their special guest, District Governor A711 Lion Donald Bissonnette during its landmark anni-
versary buffet dinner in Scarborough on Feb 11, 2015.  Some officers and members (in photo) braved the blistering weather to commemorate 
the founding of TLMC.  (L-R) Joe Roblo- TMLC Treasurer, Estela Lorenzo-Castro- TMLC Director, Alex Castro, Sr. Region Chair Zone 34 & TMLC 
President, Analyn Bolano-TMLC Member, Erlinda P. Roblo-TMLC Director, Loida Tox-New member, Donald Bissonnette-District Governor 
A711-Guest Speaker, Guilbertin Molina- TMLC Member, Gloria delos Santos- TMLC Director, Ferdy Coronel-TMLC Secretary, Gerald Talavera- 
TMLC Ist vice-President, Teresa Torralba-TMLC Director, Ramon Torralba- TMLC Tail Twister, Judilyn Co-TMLC Member, Nestor "Jack" Lu-
mayor- TMLC Immediate Past President.   

Photo courtesy of Joe Roblo 

Toronto Maharlika Lions Club celebrates its 1st year anniversary  

Maximus David celebrated his 1st first birthday on Jan. 31, 2015 at Memories of Japan 
with Dad Davey, Mom Donna; playmates, relatives, and friends. Photo by Ariel Ramos Seven month old Sebastian de Juan amusing Grandma Tess Cusipag of Balita 
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WARNING TO TRAVELERS 
ON BRINGING STUNNING 
DEVICES TO HONG KONG 

 

The Philippine Consulate General reiterates its warning to 
all Filipino travelers transiting or entering Hong Kong as 
visitors, workers, or as residents to refrain from bringing 
restricted items, particularly stunning devices, in their 
hand carried or checked-in luggage. 

Stun guns and other devices such as tear gas, bullets, ex-
tendible batons, flick knives, and knuckle dusters are con-
sidered as “arms” and therefore are restricted under the 
Firearms and Ammunition Ordinance of Hong Kong . 

The unlicensed possession of these restricted items is, 
upon conviction, punishable by a  fine of  HK$100,000 and 
a maximum sentence of 14 years’ imprisonment. 

The Hong Kong authorities are strict with the enforce-
ment of the said Ordinance.  All hand-carried and checked 
in luggage of passengers are subjected to security screen-
ing in the airport terminals. 

Eighty-one (81) Filipino nationals, especially seafarers, 
were convicted for possession of arms without license in 
2014. 

ADVISORY 

Action Honda's General Manager Rafael Nebres and Dealer Principal Philip So, receiving the 25 Years 
Milestone of Excellence Service Awards to Honda automobile customers in Canada. Giving the Award is 
Gary Gill, Honda Canada Central Zone Manager (left of Nebres) and Craig Simpson, Honda Canada Retail 
Sales consultant (right of Nebres).  Also in the picture are Action Honda's Sales force, from left Philip Shao, 
Gani Gregorio, Kenny Lo, Ali Asgure, Philip So ( dealer Principal ) and Geoffrey Tsang (first from the right). 

 

25 
YEARS 

Congratulations 
to Action Honda  

Nominations are now being 
accepted for the 2015 Paul 
Yuzyk Award for Multicultur-
alism. The Award recognizes 
outstanding contributions to 
multiculturalism and the inte-

gration of newcomers. 
NEW IN 2015!  The Paul 
Yuzyk Award will now recog-
nize recipients in three cate-
gories each year: 

 Youth (aged 15-24) 

 Organization 

 Outstanding Achievement 
or Lifetime Achievement 
(aged 25+) 

 
Do you know a person or 
group who is making a differ-
ence promoting multicultural-
ism or integration in their 
community? Nominate them 

today! 
Each award recipient earns a 
certificate of honour and the 
opportunity to direct a 
$10,000 grant to an eligible, 
registered, not-for-profit Ca-
nadian organization or associ-
ation of their choice. 
 
Nominations will be accept-

ed until March 31, 2015. 
 
To learn more or nominate a 
candidate, please visit:  

Canada.ca/PaulYuzykAward 

Learn about 2014 Paul 

Yuzyk Award recipient To-

mas Avendano 

2015 Paul Yuzyk Award 
Now accepting nominations 

https://cicsmart.com/email/mailresponse.asp?tid=793&em=52884&turl=http://canada.ca/paulyuzykaward
https://cicsmart.com/email/mailresponse.asp?tid=793&em=52884&turl=http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/department/media/multimedia/video/yuzyk2014/yuzyk2014.asp
https://cicsmart.com/email/mailresponse.asp?tid=793&em=52884&turl=http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/department/media/multimedia/video/yuzyk2014/yuzyk2014.asp
https://cicsmart.com/email/mailresponse.asp?tid=793&em=52884&turl=http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/department/media/multimedia/video/yuzyk2014/yuzyk2014.asp
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The 25 loving years 

of  

Bing & Darlene 

Rey.   

The pomp and pagentry of 
becoming a citizen in Cana-
da was played out in 
a special oath-taking cere-
mony in Markham that also 
had local School Trustee 
Marlene Mogado as Guest 
Speaker. 
 
The citizenship rites was 
held at St. Francis Xavier 
Catholic Elementary School 
on February 6, 2015. 
 
It was a vista in reds and 
whites (colors of the Cana-
dian flag), with the school 
children dressed in either of 
those colors, the school gym 
adorned with banners and 
pennants, and graced with 
the presence of an RCMP 

Officer and the Markham 
City Crier in their majestic 
red serge uniforms. 
 
Presided by Citizenship 
Judge Lilian Klein, the occa-
sion granted Canadian Citi-
zenship to 37 candidates 
from 10 different countries. 
 
In her address Trustee Mar-
lene Mogado welcomed the 
new Canadians to the "best 
livable place in the world, 
the best city to live in, ac-
cording to a recent survey... 
but you are called upon to 
help make Canada an even 
greater place to live in." 
 
"I feel the same excitement 
today as when I took my 

oath of citizenship 43 years 
ago. It was what impelled 
me to do volunteerism, to be 
involved with the communi-
ty, to give back. I challenge 
you to do the same thing," 
she said. 
 
Other dignitaries at the cer-
emony included Citizenship 
and Immigration Canada 
Parliamentary Secretary MP 
Costas Menegakis, YCDSB 
Superintendent Nancy Di-
Nardo, RCMP Officer Terry 
Russel, York Regional Police 
Liaison Officer Julie Thomp-
son, Markham City Crier 
John Webster, and Principal 
Linda Ward.       

Trustee Marlene Mogado is Guest 
Speaker at Special Citizenship 
Ceremony in Markham 

Trustee Marlene Mogado addresses the crowd. 

Lechon weekends at 
Quiapo! Quiapo! 

Quiapo! Quiapo! owner, Bobby Asuncion, prepares a la carte orders 
of Cebu-style Lechon (roast pig) for restaurant guests.   Available 
from brunch time Saturdays and Sundays. Photo by Waves. 

It was only when he saw the 
bodies of 44 men laid in 
front of him that it really hit 
him. “I broke down after I 
carried each one, seeing 
them looking back at me,” he 
said. 

‘Why did you abandon Da-
da?’ 

“Seeing my brothers in cof-
fins made me break down. 
Especially when I see their 
wives na talagang yayakap 
(who would hug us tight). 
Masakit sa dibdib. Paglipat 
mo sa isang 
bangkay, breakdown na na-
man (It really hurts. When 
you move on to the next 
body, you break down 
again). It’s so emotionally 
draining,” he said. 

The wife of a fallen friend, 
Police Inspector Joey Gam-
utan of the 55th SAF compa-
ny, would not face him dur-
ing the tribute for the fallen 
heroes at SAF headquarters 
in Camp Bagong Diwa in 
Taguig City. 

“She did not want to face me. 
So after Camp Bagong Diwa, I 

went to their residence … to 
personally talk to her just 
this Wednesday,” he said. 

 “When she finally talked to 
me, she said: ‘Ang sama ng 
loob ko sa ‘yo, pinabayaan 
mo si Dada (Joey). Bakit may 
nabuhay, tapos si Dada 
patay? Bakit hinayaan mo 
siyang mamatay (I am full of 
resentment against you. You 
abandoned Dada. Why did 
some live but Dada die? Why 
did you allow him to die?)’” 
he recalled, his eyes welling 
up and his voice quivering. 

The officer said it came to a 
point where he felt he was 
responsible for the death of 
his fellow troopers. “Yes, 
there was a time I blamed 
myself. But I am willing to 
trade places with them,” he 
said. 

He told this reporter he de-
cided to break his silence 
because he wanted to tell the 
untold story of the 44 fallen 
men and “how they died and 
fought gallantly to make a 
difference and fulfil the mis-
sion.” 

“Telling their story gives 
them justice.” - Philippine In-

quirer 

(Continued from page 7) 

Fighting ‘though blood ... 

commandos “cannot feel the 
sincerity of the President,” he 
said. 

On Jan. 30, after the necrologi-
cal services for the 44 troop-
ers at Camp Bagong Diwa in 
Taguig City, Aquino spent 13 
hours with the families to con-
dole with them, seemingly 
making up for his absence 
when the bodies were brought 
to Villamor Air Base the day 
before. 

“Some of the relatives com-
mented that his gesture of 
comforting them was only for 
compliance, promising them 
this and that,” the officer said. 

Security procedure 

The officer said he understood 
why Espina and Roxas were 

not informed about the Ma-
masapano mission, as this was 
part of the PNP’s 
“compartmentalization securi-
ty procedures.” 

“When you say compartmen-
talization, it doesn’t necessari-
ly mean that even though 
you’re part of the team and 
the unit you’re included in the 
operation, you’re entitled to 
know the details,” he said. 

Would there have been fewer 
casualties had there been co-
ordination? 

“I can’t guarantee that,” the 
officer said. “But if many peo-
ple knew about the operation, 
it might have been compro-
mised.” 

He said the finger-pointing 
between the PNP and the 
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines, which had initially been 
blamed for the failure to send 
reinforcements, was unfortu-

nate because it weakened the 
bond between the two ser-
vices. 

The officer said the military 
could have acted first to get 
Marwan since Central Minda-
nao “was their playground.” 

He said “Oplan Exodus,” the 
SAF operation to take down 
Marwan and Usman, affected 
the military’s sense of self. 

The military, he said, failed to 
get Marwan because it had 
been “sleeping with the ene-
my” for two years. 

“If you really want to get 
Marwan, you don’t appease 
the MILF because the MILF is 
coddling Marwan,” he said. 

But when asked who was at 
fault, the SAF officer said: “I 
cannot say now who’s at  
fault.” - Phil Inquirer 

(Continued from page 7) 

SAF SURVIVORS TELLS AQUI-

NO... 

“Dreams drawn picking pebbles in the 
sand... then “SILVER” glittered and love 
is stronger, blessed by the “KING”.  
MABUHAY! 
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TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com Community 

Why is it? 

A man wakes up after sleeping 

Under an ADVERTISED blanket 

On an ADVERTISED mattress 

And pulls off his ADVERTISED pyjamas 

Shaves with an ADVERTISED razor 

Brushes his teeth with an ADVERTISED toothpaste 

Washes with an ADVERTISED soap 

Puts on ADVERTISED clothes  

Washed and cleaned with an ADVERTISED detergent 

Drinks a cup of ADVERTISED coffee 

Pick up an ADVERTISED cellphone 

Drives to work in an ADVERTISED car 

And then 

Refuses to ADVERTISE 

Believing it does not pay 

 

Later when the business gets poor 

He ADVERTISES it for sale. 

WHY IS THAT? 

Advertising works 

ADVERTISE WITH WAVES 
Email:  FILIPINONEWSWAVES@GMAIL.COM 

Website:  WWW.FILIPINOSMAKINGWAVES.COM 

647 718-1360 

Call 

Line-up of Events for 2015 

The Philippine Independence Day 
Council (PIDC) is proud to announce 
another stellar line-up of events for 
2015.  PIDC is a volunteer-based or-
ganization that has been serving the 
Filipino-Canadian community by put-
ting together various events that 
showcase the many talents and contri-
butions of Filipinos from Canada and 
around the world.   

One of the most anticipated events 
PIDC holds every year is the Little 
Miss Philippines/Miss Philippines 
PIDC pageant.  Dubbed as “an experi-
ence of a lifetime”, the 2015 pageant 
promises to be more exciting than 
ever.  All participants automatically 
become a part of the PIDC family and 
are invited to attend not only all PIDC-
organized events but also other multi-
cultural functions held throughout the 

Greater Toronto Area (GTA).  It is an 
opportunity to make new friends, ex-
perience Philippine culture in-depth, 
get local/mainstream exposure and 
create life-long memories.       

The PIDC Pageant committee is hold-
ing a registration event for anyone 
interested in joining this year’s LIT-
TLE MISS PHILIPPINES AND MISS 
PHILIPPINES PIDC.  Details are as 
follows: 

Date: Sunday, March 8, 2015 

Place: Toronto City Hall, 100 Queen 
Street West 

Time: 2:00 to 5:00 pm 

If you would like to be a part of this 
year’s Little Miss Philippines pageant, 
you must be between the ages of 5 – 
12 years in 2015, must be of Filipino 
descent or at least 50% Filipino ances-
try and must be with talent. 

To qualify for Miss Philippines PIDC, 
you must be between 15 – 24 years of 
age in 2015, must be of Filipino de-
scent or at least 50% Filipino ances-
try, with talent, single never been 
married and no offspring(s), of good 
moral character and have a pleasing 
personality.    

For further details, please contact any 
of the following individuals.  

Rory: (416) 733 -7818;  
aelefano@ymail.com,  

Helen: (416) 473-1968; 

helenlao@live.com,  
Gene:(416) 318 1986; 

jeanpardo28@gmail.com 

The pageant itself will be held on Sat-
urday, June 20, 2015 at the Korean 
Cultural Centre located at 1133 Leslie 
Street, North York. Little Miss Philip-
pines PIDC will begin at 2 pm and 
Miss Philippines PIDC will start at 7 
pm. 

On Friday, June 12, 2015 PIDC will be 
hosting a flag raising ceremony at 
Queens Park to commemorate Phil-
ippine Independence.  Several prom-
inent politicians including Premier 
Kathleen Wynne are scheduled to par-
ticipate and several associations are 
invited to join in the festivities.   

On June 13, 2015 PIDC is happy to 
announce the return of SALU-SALO 
SA EARL BALES PARK, a free pot-luck 
picnic where various associations 
from around the GTA gather to contin-
ue their celebration of Philippine In-
dependence Day.  All-day entertain-
ment, a parade and the very popular 
Mabuhay Cup Volleyball Tournament 
will once again be held at Earl Bales 
park located at the corner of Bathurst 
Street and Sheppard Avenue. 

The annual MABUHAY CUP GOLF 
TOURNAMENT is scheduled on July 
19, 2015 at the Granite Ridge Golf 
Club located at 9503 Dublin Line, Mil-
ton.  Details for this event will be an-
nounced shortly. 

The MABUHAY CUP INVITATIONAL 
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT will 
once again be held on July 24, 25 and 
26, 2015 at the Hoop Dome in 
Downsview Park.  Over 63 teams are 
set to participate this year.   

PIDC’s marque event, the 17th annual 
MABUHAY PHILIPPINES FESTIVAL, 
will return to the David Pecaut Square 
located at 215 King Street West, right 
in the heart of Toronto’s Entertain-
ment District.  This year’s event is 
scheduled on August 29 and 30th and 
will feature local and international 
artists, a fashion show by renowned 
designers Renee Salud and Shannon 
Pamaong and a street parade featur-
ing some of the most famous Philip-
pine fiestas celebrated throughout the 
year.  Plans are currently underway to 
invite various organizations and asso-
ciations to be a part of the grand pa-
rade with costumes flown direct from 
the Philippines.  It is definitely anoth-
er “must see” event that aims to high-
light the best of what the Philippines 
has to offer and serves as a platform 
to showcase the immeasurable talents 
of Filipino people.   

For more information on this and all 
the other PIDC events for 2015, please 
check the PIDC website at 
www.pidctoronto.com or Facebook 
page at  www.facebook.com/
PIDCTORONTO.   

Hamilton Filipino Community Centre Board of Directors during their monthly meeting.  (L-R) Directors Sally & Rey Viquera, Board Chair Naty Dayap, Director Ben Baliat, PICAH presi-

dent Florence Osting,  guest Rose Ty (Sing Galing Title Sponsor) and guest Mariewin Lorenzo, CGA.  HFCC is a presenting sponsor of Sing Galing Canada. 

mailto:aelefano@ymail.com
mailto:helenlao@live.com
mailto:jeanpardo28@gmail.com
http://www.pidctoronto.com
http://www.facebook.com/PIDCTORONTO
http://www.facebook.com/PIDCTORONTO
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LOVE IS IN THE WAVES TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

Cassandra de Leon  
and Joey Castro 

 

May 3, 2015 
Cancun, Mexico 

Chyrell Samson  
  and Rodney Ronquillo 

Wedding Date: 
March 28, 2015 

 

It’s a season of LOVE 

A sparkling moment.  Photo by  Juanito Aguil for Fresh Start Collective 

www.freshstartcollective.com Sharing Musical Notes.  Photo by:   Ino Sanchez of INspirasyon Photography 

A romantic Hawaiian sunrise 

Chantal Torralba  
and Mike Chea 

Engaged: January 31, 2015 

http://www.freshstartcollective.com/


February 2015  13 

 

Waves Filipinos Making News 



February 2015  14 

 

Waves Filipinos Making News 



February 2015  15 

 

Waves Filipinos Making News 



February 2015  16 

 

Waves Filipinos Making News 

 TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 



February 2015  17 

 

Waves Filipinos Making News 

We all go through life differently.  We take different paths, choose different friends and 

follow different dreams.  It’s what makes us special.  It’s also why we think funerals 

should be unique.  They are a defining moment in our journey.  A time to celebrate a life.  

And whether we walked our years in wingtips or sandals is not important.   

What matters is that you now know a funeral home that recognizes the difference. 

Call to find out how a personalized service can reflect an individual and honor a life. 

 

 

 

 

 

((( TUNE IN EVERY SUNDAY )))

www.pinoyradio.com 

Filipinos Making Waves presents 

8:00 - 8:30pm 
 

OPM WAVES– 70’s classic hits 
 

8:30 - 9:00pm 

MGA ALON SA ATING BUHAY  
(Waves of our Lives) 

Listen to true to life stories as shared by listeners 
from all over the world.  Bringing back radio drama at 
its best.  Narration by veteran radio announcer, Kuya 
Nestor.  Produced by Filipinos Making Waves.   Re-
plays Wed & Friday evenings at 10pm. 

 TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 
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Avocados for a healthy heart, healthy brain,  
and healthy sex life 
CONSUMERLINE By Ching M. Alano  (reprinted from philstar.com) 

Once more with peeling: An avoca-
do a day can help lower cholester-
ol and blood pressure levels. Enjoy 
your avocado as a salad. 

You’ve probably eaten this rich, 
creamy fruit that is the avocado as a 
salad or polished off a bowl of it, 
bathed in milk and sugar (trust me, 
you’re not the only weirdo who eats 
avocado this way). Or you’ve proba-
bly applied it as a mask as it is said 
that avocado oil is a good treatment 
for dry skin. But the health benefits 
of this superfruit are not just skin-
deep. Did you know that avocados 
are good for the heart, for the brain, 
and for your sex life (FYI, what with 
the month of hearts just around the 
proverbial corner)? 

The ancient Mayans and Aztecs ate 
avocados to enhance their sexual 
desirability. Loaded with vitamins A, 
B, C, E (or the sex vitamin), and K, 
minerals, copper, iron, magnesium, 
potassium, calcium, and more, it was 
a traditional remedy for erectile dys-
function. Consumed in moderation, 
avocados have been proven to be 
heart healthy. 

Probably the most hearty piece of 
news about the avocado is that it’s 
got oleic acid, a monounsaturated fat 
that can help lower cholesterol, 
blood pressure, and sugar levels. 
According to www.answers.com, 
this oleic acid (also found in olives, 
pecans, and almonds) forms a pro-
tective coating of insulation around 
the brain called myelin, the white 
matter in the brain that helps in-
crease cognitive functioning. 

It has no cholesterol; it may be high 
in fat (some saturated fat and some 
unsaturated fat), but these are 
healthy fats that we need. Experts 
say that an avocado a day may lower 
bad cholesterol. Research indicates 
that avocados can improve one’s 
lipid profile (of course, you know 
this; when was your last blood 
work?) — increasing good HDL cho-
lesterol and decreasing bad LDL 
cholesterol both in healthy persons 
and those suffering from elevated 
cholesterol levels. 

So that you can more efficiently ab-
sorb all these vitamins and minerals 
into your body, avocados are rich in 
phytonutrient polyphenols and fla-
vonoids, which have been shown to 
inhibit inflammation in the intes-
tines. 

But how do we get the most out of 
this peel-good fruit? Authorities say 
that “the greatest concentration of 
beneficial carotenoids is located in 
the dark green fruit closest to the 
inside of the peel.” So you get the 
greatest concentration of antioxi-
dants, it’s best that you peel the avo-
cado with your hands (yes, like peel-
ing a banana). You need not worry 

about pesticides getting into your 
avocado, as its thick skin protects 
the inner fruit from pesticides — it’s 
probably the safest commercial crop 
in terms of being pesticide-free. 

So, go ahead and enjoy your avocado 
as a salad drizzled with vinaigrette, 
a creamy dreamy smoothie, a guaca-
mole smothered in chili, or even as 
an indulgent, soothing treat for your 
skin. 

From tarps to treasures 

Long after he boarded his plane back 
home to Rome, precious memories 
of Pope Francis continue to linger in 
people’s hearts. Each one seems to 
have a heartwarming story to tell of 
the papal visit. 

The big question now being asked 
by environment groups is: What 
should we do now with all these pa-
pal tarpaulins? 

“These tarpaulins used to welcome 
the Pope Francis should not go to 
the dumps and further swell the vol-
ume of garbage collected throughout 
the papal visit,” said Tin Vergara, 
zero waste campaigner, EcoWaste 
Coalition.  “We need to find new 
uses for these tarps to prevent them 
from going to waste and adding to 
the 1,271 tons of trash generated 
during the papal events.” 

Based on published figures, the Ma-
nila City government collected 1,133 
tons of garbage, while the Metro Ma-
nila Development Authority hauled 
138 tons during the Pope’s activities 
in Manila.   

“We can keep these tarps out of 
dumps, landfills, cement kilns, and 
incinerators by giving them a new 
lease on life through appropriate 
recycling,” Vergara emphasized. 
 “Avoiding the haphazard disposal 
of used tarps will cut the volume of 
waste being disposed of, as well as 
curb the environmental pollution 
from their dumping or burning, 
knowing that tarps are mainly vinyl-
based containing toxic chemicals.” 

Those large tarps can be used as 
protective cover or, for the more 
sturdy ones, even as roofing materi-
als for makeshift shelters of disaster 
victims.  

Likewise, pedicab, jeepney and tricy-
cle drivers can use such tarps as 
hood or shield to protect them 
against the intense heat of the sun 
and the strong rains as these can be 
easily rolled up and down as needed.
   

Smaller tarps can be sewn into pret-
ty carry bags, storage sacks, shoe 
racks, paint drop clothes, utility 
aprons, multi-purpose holders, etc., 
as what we recently saw at the three
-day Zero Waste Fair at Quezon Me-
morial Circle to mark the first-ever 
Zero Waste Month this month.   

The group collaborated with Buklod 
Tao, a community group in San 
Mateo, Rizal to show how much 
beauty there is to recycling. 

Francis, the green, very-down-to-
earth pope, would surely be pleased. 

 

Thursday, February 19  Chinese New Year 2015 

Chinese New Year in Canada 
Many people in countries such as Cana-
da celebrate Chinese New Year, also 
known as the Spring Festival or the Lu-
nar New Year. It marks the first day of 
the New Year in the Chinese calendar. 

Chinese New Year celebrations often 
involve firecrackers and people giving 
money in red envelopes to others, par-
ticularly children. 

What do people do? 

Chinese New Year is a vibrant and fes-
tive occasion for many people in Cana-
da. This event can last for many days 
and often includes various festivities 
such as street parades and festivals fea-
turing dancing, traditional Chinese cos-
tumes, firework displays, food stalls, 
and arts and crafts. 

Many Chinese Canadian families spend 
time together giving gifts, particularly 
red envelopes with money (Hong Bao, 
Ang Pao, or Lai See) that are normally 
given to children. Some Canadian organ-
izations have also participated in Chi-
nese New Year through various activi-
ties over the years. For example, Canada 
Post issued special stamps to welcome 
the Chinese New Year in previous times. 
The Royal Canadian Mint also marked 
Chinese New Year with a new series of 
coins in the past. 

Public life 

Chinese New Year is not a nationwide 
public holiday in Canada. However, 
some Chinese businesses may be closed 
on the day or amend their business 
hours to take part in the Chinese New 
Year festivities. There may be heavy 
traffic and some streets may be closed 
in towns or cities where Chinese New 
Year celebrations are held. 

Background 

The Chinese community in Canada has a 
long history dating back to the 19th cen-
tury. The Chinese moved to Canada for 
various reasons related to employment 
and opportunities associated with the 
Canada’s growth. All across Canada, 
starting in the 1890s, cities and larger 
towns began to develop their own Chi-
natown districts. 

British Columbia was home to more 
than 60 percent of Canada's Chinese 
before World War II, according to 
sources such as Library and Archives 
Canada. But for many years after a ban 
on Chinese immigration was revoked in 
1947, the province received only one-
third of new Chinese immigrants. This 
meant that Chinese families were set-
tling all across Canada. Canada is today 
seen as a multicultural country in which 

festivals such as Chinese New Year are 
celebrated each year. 

Symbols 

Chinese New Year has various symbols 
and traditions. For example, flowers are 
an important part of New Year decora-
tions. Writings that refer to good luck 
are often seen in homes and business 
environments. They are usually written 
by brush on a diamond-shaped piece of 
red paper. Tangerines and oranges are 
also displayed in many homes and 
stores as a sign of luck and wealth. 

Envelopes with money (Hong Bao, Ang 
Pao, or Lai See) often come in the color 
red, which symbolizes happiness, good 
luck, success and good fortune. These 
envelopes are mainly given as presents 
to children. Each Chinese New Year is 
associated with an animal name for one 
of 12 animals in the Chinese zodiac.  
www.timeanddate.com 

YEAR OF THE GOAT 

The Goat comes 8th in the Chinese zodi-
ac. The 12 zodiac animals are: Rat, Ox, 
Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, 
Goat, Monkey, Rooster, Dog, and Pig.  

According to Chinese astrology, each 
year (starting from Chinese New Year) 
is associated with an animal sign, occur-
ring in a 12-year cycle. For example 
2015 is a year of the Goat. 

Lucky Colors: brown, red, purple 

Lucky Numbers: 2, 7 

Lucky Flowers: carnation, primrose 

Year of Birth: 1919, 1931, 1943, 1955, 
1967, 1979, 1991, 2003, 2015, 2027 

Kung Hei  
Fat Choy! 

 
From Waves News 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Ching%20M.%20Alano/CONSUMERLINE
http://www.answers.com/
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Filipinos are now being heralded as viral 
catalysts for world class events as proven 
by the Filipino-Canadians leading the vari-
ous activities in the coming Toronto Sushi 
Festival on March 5 and 6, 2015 at the Japa-
nese Cultural Center, at 6 Garamond Court 
in Toronto. 

The festival will feature new and exciting 
fusion cuisines for the world’s foodies with 
Filipino-Canadian celebrity chef Dennis Tay 
of Top Chef Canada leading the party. Exec-
utive chef Dennis Tay will present his own 
recipes and innovation to sushi side by side 
with Japanaese-Canadian chef James Gao.  

Meanwhile, Rock Paper Ciseauz, composed 
of chef Russell Auckbaraullee and Filipino-

Canadians Joe Friday Richard Rementilla, is 
bringing to the Toronto Sushi Festival the 
Filipino sushi fusion using two favorite Fili-
pino appetizers Sisig and Kilawin. These 
dishes are known Filipino party favorites 
especially when paired with your favorite 
coolers. 

Other Filipinos making their own names on 
world class events and getting great reviews 
are Rachelle 
Cruz, Toronto-
based multime-
dia journalist 
for various Fili-
pino media out-
lets, Victoria 
Marie, an 
emerging musician and actress from Ajax, 
Ontario and Arlene Oliveros, a certified Ca-
nadian wine sommelier who is also recog-
nized as the first Filipino certified somme-
lier who will pair wine and sushi.  

Twenty-one-year-old Vic-
toria Marie will rock the 
Toronto Sushi Festival 
stage along with interna-
tional and local Toronto 
artists.  

The Toronto Sushi Festival 
is currently the largest 
sushi festival in Canada 
which promises an amaz-

ing and authentic sushi experience for all its 
guests. For more information about the su-
shi festival and the participation of Filipino-
Canadians please visit www.sushifestival.ca.                       

PR 

Filipinos now viral catalysts for 
world class events  

LBC@Home: Your go-to site 
for online money remittance  

Gone are the days when you have to squeeze time to drop by the 
bank or money remittance center to make sure your loved ones in 
the Philippines receive your padala on time.  With the web portal 
LBC@Home (www.lbchome.com), sending money from CANA-

DA has never been more convenient and affordable. 

LBC@Home is a go-to site designed by LBC to provide the Glob-
al Filipino in Canada its various services from the comfort of their 
homes or phones. Simply register at www.lbchome.com and then 
enroll your recipient by typing in their personal information and 
their preferred way of receiving your remittance. For example, 
provide the recipient’s bank account name and number if remit-
tances will be credited to account.  It’s simple! Fast! Easy! 

Your first transaction is ALWAYS free! 

BEST EXCHANGE RATE! Because LBC values the hard-
earned money of Filipinos in Canada, it guarantees the best 
exchange rate. The exchange rate is updated daily and is post-
ed on the site. 

Availability of funds depends on your chosen delivery mode. For 
Instant Pick Up and Send and Swipe (Visa cash card) delivery 
modes, your money will be sent in seconds. Meanwhile, it will 
take a day for money sent through Bank Deposit and 1-2 days for 
Home Delivery. 

Keep in mind that you will receive a copy of your receipt via email 
for your online remittance. This will be important in tracking your 
remittance or for other inquiries. 

 You can conveniently send money 7 days a week, 24 hours a 
day with LBC@HOME (www.lbchome.com) through the phone 

(1-8554PADALA) or on-line. When you send money online 
through LBC@HOME (www.lbchome.com), you are guaranteed 

that your personal information is kept safe and confidential. LBC 
has encryption and online security measures designed to ensure 
the safety of your financial transaction. LBC@HOME 
(www.lbchome.com) is licensed and insured to handle remit-

tances.  

Aside from sending money online to anywhere in the Philippines 
in seconds, you can use the LBC@Home website 
(www.lbchome.com) to schedule a pick-up of a balikbayan box or 
air cargo for shipment; track a transaction; review previous trans-
actions; and contact customer service. You can do all of these as 
long as you have internet connection.  

With these easy-to-follow steps, LBC@Home 
(www.lbchome.com) guarantees that your money is sent to your 

loved ones in time and in the most convenient way. Fast and reli-
able, LBC Express makes sending money available anytime from 
anywhere.  

http://www.sushifestival.ca/
http://www.lbchome.com
http://www.lbchome.com
http://www.lbchome.com
http://www.lbchome.com
http://www.lbchome.com
http://www.lbchome.com
http://www.lbchome.com
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TFC offers English subtitles, 
reaches out to non-Filipino 
speaking audience 

(REDWOOD SHORES, February 5, 2015) - Living its mission to be in the ser-
vice of the Filipino wherever they may be and in whatever generation they be-
long, ABS-CBN TFC made the bold move recently to subtitle most of its popular 
programs in English. Now, fans of current top-rated Filipino soaps like Dream 
Dad, Forevermore, Oh My G and Two Wives, or talk shows like Kris TV and 
The Buzz, or kids shows like Matanglawin and Wansapanataym, can share 
their passion for Filipino content and viewing experience with non-Filipino 
speaking family and friends.  
"This TFC initiative is an investment in the overseas Filipino family who we 
have pledged to serve and by that we mean all members of the family," said ABS
-CBN Global COO Raffy Lopez. "Most of the elders in a migrant Filipino family 
want to watch TV shows in the language that they grew up. But the younger 
ones have acquired the language of the new home country or their non-Filipino 
spouses speak in English which is spoken in many countries as a native or sec-
ond language.  Now, they can all gather around the television as a family again, 
watch, understand and enjoy TFC's globally popular and award-winning Filipi-
no shows.  Language has ceased to be a barrier in appreciating Filipino content." 
The subtitling of TFC shows started in 2012 with Maala-Ala Mo Kaya (MMK - 
Would You Remember?), the longest running and award-winning Filipino dra-
ma anthology.  This move was warmly received because many found it as an 
opportunity to discover or reconnect to Filipino culture and heritage, allowing 
those of Filipino ethnicity but can't speak the language to understand the 
show's characters and situations, and appreciate the underlying Filipino values 
behind their attitudes, behaviors, beliefs and decisions. 
In the next years, TFC followed through by subtitling a few more shows, most 
notably Be Careful With My Heart which became one of the most beloved Fili-
pino series in the world.   Today, many subscribers have expressed their appre-
ciation for this culturally considerate move of TFC and actually called to give 
their feedback:  
"I'm very happy that you have finally added English subtitles. Please add more. 
I, like many of my friends, either have an American wife or American husband 
that can't follow the shows without the subtitles. Please consider adding them 
to all of your shows and movies It will insure that I stay a subscriber and will 
build your business as many Americans will be interested. Thank you. "- sub-
scriber from the Middle East 
'I just logged on to watch the most recent BE CAREFUL WITH MY HEART with 
English subtitles... but was so surprised and happy to see additions to the Eng-
lish subtitles category.  I have requested more English subtitled programs and 
finally saw more added...  I am looking forward to much additions to this catego-
ry." - subscriber from Hawaii, US  
 
"I would like to thank Ms Charo Santos, president of ABS-CBN, because I re-
quested her if she can put English subtitles on all teleseryes and talk shows. 
There are millions of Filipino Americans who want to watch TFC teleserye but 

they can't understand the Filipino language. I have 4 children and they are in-
terested to watch all Kapamilya teleserye but they don't understand it... I think 
if you have subtitled in English, your membership will increase by another mil-
lion. Thank you and hoping for more success of the Kapamilya Channel." - sub-
scriber from US 
"The purpose of communication is to be understood. TFC takes pride in the 
quality of its Filipino shows, the stories they tell and the life lessons they 
give.  Our shows have something to share with the world. Ultimately, this is all 
about providing an increasingly diverse world with full access to Filipino con-
tent with the end that we understand each other a little better every day," said 
Lopez. 
 
Here is the current list of TFC shows with English subtitles: 
 

For more information, visit www.facebook.com/KapamilyaTFC.   

Today, both Filipino and English-speaking TV viewers all over the world can enjoy 

the best of Filipino content and understand Filipino culture and values more though 

subtitled programs on TFC.  Clockwise from top left, subtitled top-rated shows 

"Bagito", "Kris TV", "Forevermore" and "Bandila". (ABS-CBN/TFC) 

and overcoming it with the power of 
God's mercy.” 

Pope Francis concluded by saying that 
if we want to be true disciples of 
Christ, we are called to unite our-
selves to him and become 
“instruments of his merciful love, 
overcoming every type of marginali-
zation.” 

“To be ‘imitators of Christ’ in front of a 
poor or sick person, we don't have to 
be afraid of looking him in the eye and 
drawing close with tenderness and 
compassion,” Francis said. 

He explained that if evil is contagious, 
then so is good, so we need to allow 
whatever is good to grow inside of us. 
“Let us be infected by good and let us 
infect others with it!” 

After leading pilgrims in the Angelus 
prayer, the Pope took a moment to 

greet various groups present, and 
gave his well-wishes to those prepar-
ing to celebrate the Lunar New Year, 
also referred to as the Chinese New 
Year, Feb. 19. 

He prayed that the celebrations sur-
rounding the event would be a “happy 
occasion of rediscovering fraternity 
and of living in in an intense way, as it 
the precious bond of family life and 
the basis of social life.” 

Francis also greeted those pilgrims 

who came for the occasion of yester-
day’s consistory of cardinals, during 
which he elevated 20 bishops to the 
rank of the cardinalate, 15 of whom 
are under 80 and are therefore eligi-
ble to vote in the next conclave. 

He thanked the pilgrims for 
“accompanying” the cardinals, and 
expressed his gratitude to the coun-
tries who came with an official delega-
tion. 

(Continued from page 24) 

Jesus has no proxy… Pope 

Drama Programs: 
• MMK 
• All teleseryes (and their replace-
ments) 
• OMG 
• FlordeLiza 
• NKNKK 
• Bagito 
• Dream Dad 
• Forevermore 
• Two Wives  
News: 

• Bandila  

Variety and Talk: 

• ASAP* (date of availability of subti-

tled version to be announced) 

• KrisTV 

• Aquino and Abunda 

• The Buzz 

• Rated K  

Kids: 

• Matanglawin 

• Wansa 

• Luv U  

http://www.facebook.com/KapamilyaTFC
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Catch the WAVES 
The “FEEL GOOD” Filipino Community Newspaper 

www.filipinosmakingwaves.com 
Email:   filipinonewswaves@ gmail.com 

From February 20 to March 5, 
2015 - the recent Metro Manila 
Film Fest 2nd Best Movie, the 
romance comedy, “ENGLISH ON-
LY, PLEASE” is slated to show in 
selected theaters sa Canada! 
Fresh from its successful showing 
in the Philippines, “English Only 
Please” is a big winner and much
-talked about movie for its lead 
stars, JENNELYN MERCADO and 
DEREK RAMSAY. A light-hearted 
romantic comedy film, English 
Only, Please is a combination of 
optimism, broken hearts and the 
fuzzy warmth of a newfound 
true love. “ 

OO NA! AKO NA! AKO NA ANG 
MAG-ISA!” - Tere  

Super in ang mga dialogues and 
so real! Best watched with 
friends and loved ones as the 
lines deliver what’s in the hearts 
of anyone who can identify with 
love, laughter and relationships. 
English Only, Please tells of the 
charming rom-com story of the 
bond that develops between Fil-
Am Julian Parker (Ramsay) and 
Tere Madlansacay (Mercado), 

the Filipino interpreter he hires. 
The two comes from different 
worlds who have one thing in 
common – they are both broken-
hearted. Julian comes to Manila 
from New York with only one 
goal: to perfectly recite the Filipi-
no translation of his angry letter 
to his half-Pinay ex-girlfriend 
Megan (Isabel Oli) — all with the 
help of the perky and feisty Tere, 
the Filipino-English tutor he 
hired online.  

AWARDS GALORE  

Derek proved to be a perfect foil 
to the adorable Jennylyn, who 
both turned in the finest perfor-
mance of their careers. Both fit 
their characters to a T and act 
very naturally and charmingly in 
the movie. The awards the mov-
ie received are proof that English 
Only, Please is a refreshing and 
welcome change to the usual 
slapstick or horror movies lately 
being shown at Filmfests. 
Amongst these are:2nd Best Pic-
ture, Best Actor (Derek), Best 
Actress (Jennylyn), Best Director 
(Dan Villegas), Best Story 

(Antoinette Jadaone and Dan 
Villegas) and Best Screenplay: 
(Jadaone). Di ba sulit?  

SOCIAL MEDIA SUCCESS  

Celebrated indie filmmaker An-
toinette Jadaone, who co-wrote 
the unheralded romantic come-
dy with Anj Pessumal, verified 
the film’s success through its 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 
messages, with photos of sold-
out and SRO screenings.  

Scriptwriter Antoniette Jadaone, 
who is also behind last year’s 
“Beauty in a Bottle” and “Relaks, 
It’s Just PagIbig,” agreed: “There 
is no publicity like positive word-
of-mouth. I never imagined this 
would happen. There are people 
asking for a sequel… it’s heart-
warming that viewers want to 
follow the lives of the characters 
we created.” She has heard from 
netizens who saw the film more 
than once—“Three or four times, 
with different sets of friends. 
They shelled out hard-earned 
money to share the experience.”  

Watch ENGLISH ONLY, PLEASE! 
Showing February 20 to March 5, 
2015! Save the date with your 
friends and barkadas! Showing 
sa Famous Players Canada 
Square in Yonge and Eglinton 
area, Toronto (near Mandarin). 

Showing across Canada din so 
tell your friends and family!  

For details , visit 
www.facebook.com/
EnglishOnlyPleaseUSandCanada 

Super Kilig “ENGLISH ONLY, PLEASE” with Jennelyn and 
Derek showing in Canada starting Feb 20!  
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Catch the Waves on PinoyRadio.com! 

Sundays 
8:00 - 8:30 pm     OPM WAVES  
8:30 -  9:00 pm    MGA ALON SA ATING BUHAY 

 

“Mga Alon ng Ating 
Buhay” 

(Waves of our Lives) 

Sundays  
8:30 pm - 9:00pm 

Host: 
  KUYA NESTOR 

WWW.pinoyradio.com 

 

For digital copies of  WAVES news visit 

www.filipinosmakingwaves.com 

FOR ADS, please call 647 718.1360  

20 ‘Lucky Stars’ join new season of ‘Deal’  

LUIS RETURNS IN AN ALL-NEW 
‘KAPAMILYA DEAL OR NO DEAL’  

An all-new “Kapamilya Deal or No 
Deal” is coming your way this 2015 
as host Luis Manzano returns with 
an diverse mix of popular personali-
ties that will not only hold the brief-
cases that can change their lives but 
will also give them a chance to make 
a deal of a lifetime. 

Joining Luis in his wacky antics and 
banters are 20 Lucky Star members 
composed of a teen heartthrob, 
beauty queen, comedian, character 
actor, sexy actress, and many more. 

Winning the P1 million jackpot has 
never been this fun. Before the 
game starts, a roulette will deter-
mine who among the Lucky Stars 

will be the player for the day. The 
chosen player may opt to keep his 
or her briefcase or trade it with an-
other Lucky Star. The bargaining 
begins and the player opens the 
briefcases in hopes of getting a big 
offer from the Banker. 

This is the first time in all ‘Deal’ 
franchises around the world that 
the briefcase models will be re-
placed by popular personalities who 
will also serve as studio players. 

Don’t miss the premiere of an all-
new “Kapamilya Deal or No Deal” 
beginning Monday (Feb 9) on ABS-
CBN. ∎ 

Diego Loyzaga joins “Forevermore” cast… 

“FOREVERMORE” GOES FAST 
FORWARD, BECOMES MOST 
WATCHED TV PROGRAM 

ABS-CBN’s romantic drama series 
“Forevermore” topped the list of most 
watched TV program in the country last 
Monday (February 9), when it went fast 
forward to two years after the heart-
breaking parting of ways of Xander 
(played by Enrique Gil) and Agnes 
(played by Liza Soberano). 
 

Based on data from Kantar Media, the 
Twitter-trending “Forevermore Some-
thing New” episode earned a national 
TV rating of 28.7% or more than twice 
the score of its rival teleserye on GMA, 
“Once Upon A Kiss (14.1%). 
 
Now that Agnes carries on with her life 
as a student in Manila, she meets a new 
guy in school named Jay (played by Die-
go Loyzaga). What role will Jay play in 
the life of Agnes especially now that the 
latter is trying to move on from her 
heartbreaking past with her first love, 
Xander? What will Agnes do when she 
suddenly crosses paths with Xander 
again? Are they ready to take their sec-
ond chance at love? 
 

Don’t miss “Forevermore” weeknights 
after “Dream Dad” on ABS-CBN Prime-
time Bida. For more updates about 
“Forevermore” visit Forevermore.abs-
cbn.com and follow the show’s official 
social media accounts at Face-
book.com/StarCreativesTV, Twit-
ter.com/StarCreativesTV and Insta-
gram.com/ StarCreativesTV. 
 
Meanwhile, viewers may also catch up 
on full episodes and past episodes of 
“Forevermore” through ABS-
CBNmobile. For more information, 
please go towww.abscbnmobile.com  

Xander (Enrique Gil) and Agnes (Liza Soberano)  

Liza Soberano and Diego Loyzaga as Ag-
nes and Jay 

Kapamilya teen star Janella Salvador’s 
character is ready to take on a new mis-
sion in ABS-CBN’s most-watched day-
time program, “Oh My G.” 

 “I'm excited for the new challenge that 
Sophie is about to face as she searches 
for the mysterious Anne Reyes,” said 
Janella about her character’s mission to 
find the woman whom her father Paul 
(Eric Quizon) wanted her to look for. 

 “Because of Anne, Sophie will discover 
a lot of things about her life and the 
purpose of everything that has hap-
pened in her life,” shared Janella, who 
feels so blessed to be a part of the Ka-
pamilya series, which, according to her, 
teaches viewers important values in a 
very light and fun way. 

Now that she is already convinced that 
God is the one who is communicating 
with her, Sophie is willing to do every-
thing to decipher the signs and messag-
es He is telling her. 

Who is Anne and how is she related to 
Sophie? How will G (God) be able to 
help her in her mission? 

Don’t miss the continuation of the feel-
good drama series that will bring every-
one closer to God, “Oh My G,” weekdays 

before “It’s Showtime” on ABS-CBN 
Prime-Tanghali. For more information 
about “Oh My G” log on to www.abs-
cbn.com, or follow @abcbndotcom on 
Twitter. For more updates, log on 
towww.abs-cbn.com or follow 
@abscbndotcom on Twitter. 

Meanwhile, viewers may also catch up 
on full episodes and past episodes of 
“Oh My G” through ABS-CBNmobile. For 
more information, please go 
towww.abscbnmobile.com. 

How is Anne Reyes related to Sophie? 

JANELLA TAKES ON NEW 
MISSION IN “OH MY G” 

http://forevermore.abs-cbn.com/
http://forevermore.abs-cbn.com/
http://www.abscbnmobile.com/
http://www.abs-cbn.com/
http://www.abs-cbn.com/
http://www.abscbnmobile.com/


February 2015  23 

 

Waves Filipinos Making News 

 TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Check out the band & gigs at: 

www.uppercaseband.com 

Now available on iTunes! 
From Radio Insect Records 

Download the brand new single! 

 
 

“Ere” 

 
From Toronto’s very own 

OPM pop rock group 

UPPERCASE 

Billionaires grace City of Dreams Manila’s 
grand opening 
Doris C. Dumlao 

BILLIONAIRES James Packer 
and Lawrence Ho, co-chairs 
of Macau casino giant Melco 
Crown, shared upbeat pro-
spects for the $1-billion City 
of Dreams Manila as they 
flew back to town for the 
grand opening of the coun-
try’s newest integrated re-
sort on Monday. 

“I can see tourism growing 
hugely in the Philippines,” 
said Packer. 

City of Dreams, the second 

integrated resort to rise at 
Pagcor Entertainment City, is 
a partnership with the SM 
group. 
The property welcomed 
60,000 visitors during its soft 
opening December 14 last 
year and now attracts an av-
erage of 15,000 visitors daily, 
Clarence Chung, chair and 
president of Melco Philip-
pines, said in a press briefing. 

Packer said the new integrat-
ed resort property had ex-

ceeded his highest expecta-
tions. Together with partner 
Ho, Packer said he was inter-
ested only in “developing 
things at the highest stand-
ards.” 

With a rapidly growing econ-
omy, a 100-million domestic 
population comprising most-
ly of young people, Packer 
said he was optimistic on lo-
cal business. 

“I think it’s true. I think you 
do have more fun in the Phil-

ippines, Packer said. 

Ho said: “Our ability to bring 
together and work with lead-
ing names in the entertain-
ment, hospitality and lifestyle 
sectors was key to realising 
City of Dreams Manila, which 
will now set the benchmark 
for entertainment-inspired 
leisure destinations globally.” 

The property is featured in 
special TV promotional film 
specifically commissioned by 
Melco Crown and starring 
Hollywood celebrities like 
actors Robert de Niro and 
Leonardo DiCaprio as well as 
film director Martin Scorsese. 
The film was produced by 
Brett Ratner, director of 
blockbusters such as “Red 
Dragon,” X-Men: The Last 
Stand,” “Hercules” and the 
“Rush Hour” film franchise. 

Ho said Melco Crown intend-
ed to be in this market for a 
long time. 

Chung said the gaming and 
non-revenue mix would not 
likely be as extremely 
skewed towards gaming like 
in Macau given that the Phil-
ippine property was de-
signed to have a lot of hotel, 
food and beverage and other 
non-gaming entertainment 
amenities. 

“Philippine community, they 
do go to good food and enjoy 
themselves…Macau is more 
serious when people play. 
Here it’s more relaxed,” he 
said. 

Asked about the impact of 
the crackdown on Chinese 
high-rollers on local busi-
ness, Chung said this has had 
a more pronounced impact 
on the Macau business. But in 
the case of the Philippines, he 
noted that the country was 
still growing its foreign visi-
tor arrivals from multiple 
markets. He noted that the 
country was able to attract 
over four million foreign visi-
tors from various countries 
last year. 

Chung added that the Philip-
pine gaming market – with 
an estimated $2.2 to $2.3 bil-
lion in revenues as of last 
year – was mostly domestic-
driven at present. 

City of Dreams has about two 
hectares of gam-
ing space, more than 900 ho-
tel rooms operated under 
three hotel brands – Crown, 
Hyatt and Nobu, 
the DreamPlay indoor 
amusement park and about 
two hectares of restaurant 
and retail space.  inquirer.net 

CITY OF DREAMS Dubbed City of Dreams, this is the country’s newest, $1-billion integrated resort and 
casino, which opened Monday at Pagcor Entertainment City. The facility, a partnership with the SM 
group, lies on Aseana Avenue corner Roxas Boulevard in Parañaque City. It has around two hectares of 
gaming space and more than 900 hotel rooms and restaurants. RICHARD A. REYES 
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 National Shrine of our Mother of Perpetual Help 

 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

131 McCaul St, Toronto 

(416) 598 3269 

 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY MASS & DEVOTIONS: 
7:30 am * 9:30am * 12 noon, * 2:30pm * 5:05pm * 7:00pm 

ENRIQUE "IKE" JARLEGO, SR. 
 December 12, 1918 - February 3, 2015  

Director/Film Editor 
(Philippine Cinema) 
for 5 decades  

Known to have worked with: 
Jaime dela Rosa, Aladin (1946) 

Leopoldo Salcedo, Florante at Laura (1949) 
Delia Razon, Dambanang Putik (1954) 

Nida Blanca, Anak Ni Waray (1958) 
Nestor de Villa, Kung Ako'y Mahal Mo (1960) 

Fernando Poe Jr./Charito Solis, Sandata At Pangako (1961) 
Chanda Romero, Ikaw At Ang Gabi (1979) 

Vilma Santos/Amy Austria/Dindo Fernando, Langis At Tubig (1980) 
Sharon Cuneta/Gabby Concepcion, Dear Heart (1981) 

Nora Aunor/Vilma Santos, T-bird At Ako (1982) 
Hilda Koronel/Elizabeth Oropesa , Palabra de Honor (1983)  

 OBITUARY 

Pope Francis among 
Nobel Peace nominees 
By Alister Doyle, Reuters 

OSLO - A Russian newspaper 
critical of President Vladimir 
Putin is among the nomina-
tions for the 2015 Nobel 
Peace Prize, along with Ed-
ward Snowden, Pope Francis 
and a priest helping African 
migrants. 

Although the committee has 
marked the last four 10-year 
anniversaries of the 1945 
bombing of Hiroshima by 
honouring the fight against 
nuclear proliferation, there 
was little speculation among 
Nobel watchers that the trend 
would continue. 

Thousands of people, includ-
ing all members of parlia-
ments, can make nomina-
tions, which must be post-
marked no later than Feb. 1. 
The $1.2 million award will 
be announced in October. 

The Norwegian Nobel Insti-
tute does not publish names 
of nominees, but Norwegian 
experts compile lists. 

Pope Francis has been nomi-
nated for stressing social jus-
tice and care for the environ-
ment, and former U.S. spy 
agency contractor Edward 
Snowden, who leaked details 
of U.S. electronic surveillance, 
for showing how citizens are 
monitored with few demo-
cratic controls. 

Kristian Berg 
Harpviken, head of 
the Peace Research 
Institute, Oslo, 
named as his fa-
vourite Mussie Ze-
rai, a priest of Eritrean origin 
living in Italy who has helped 
some of the thousands of Afri-
can migrants who have risked 
their lives to cross the Medi-
terranean. 

"The migration crisis is wors-
ening day by day," he said. 

Harpviken put Novaya 
Gazeta, a Russian investiga-
tive newspaper critical of 
Putin, second for its work to 
expose corruption. 

He said such an award "would 
also more widely speak to the 
issue of media freedom" after 
the Islamist attack on the 
French satirical weekly Char-
lie Hebdo last month in which 
12 people were killed. 

Harpviken doubted whether 
Charlie Hebdo itself could 
win, since many Muslims op-
pose the newspaper, known 
for lampooning Islam and 
other religions. 

Islamist violence was in any 
case condemned last year 
with a prize shared by Paki-
stani teenager Malala 
Yousafzai, who campaigns for 
girls' education and survived 

a 2012 assassination attempt 
by Taliban gunmen. 

Asle Sveen, a historian and 
expert on the prize, said the 
secretive five-member com-
mittee was unlikely to feel 
bound by the nuclear anni-
versary. 

The International Atomic En-
ergy Agency won in 2005, ban
-the-bomb scientist Joseph 
Rotblat in 1995, International 
Physicians for the Prevention 
of Nuclear War in 1985 and 
Soviet human rights cam-
paigner and nuclear scientist 
Andrei Sakharov in 1975. 

The last non-nuclear winner 
in a year ending in a '5' was 
the U.N. Children's Fund, 
UNICEF, which won in 1965. 

"I think it is more of a coinci-
dence that you have these 
intervals," Sveen said. 

Harpviken said one anti-
proliferation candidate could 
be Nihon Hidankyo, who rep-
resents the sufferers of the 
bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

EFREN FERNANDEZ 
Beloved brother of WAVES columnist, Paul de la Cruz 

Jesus has no 'proxy'– 
he touches our wounds 
with his hands, Pope says 

By Elise Harris 

CAN/EWTN News  

Vatican City - In his Sunday 
Angelus address Pope Fran-
cis focused on mercy, noting 
how Jesus heals not by giving 
lectures, but by going close to 
those who suffer and curing 
the “leprosy” of our sin 

“The hand of Jesus touched 
the leper. He isn't placed at a 
distance and he doesn't act 
through a proxy, but is ex-
posed directly to the conta-
gion of our evil; so our own 
evil becomes the place of 
contact,” the Pope told pil-
grims in his Feb. 15 Angelus 
address. 

“He, Jesus, takes from us our 
sick humanity and we take 
from him his healthy and 
healed humanity.” 

Pope Francis spoke to those 
gathered in St. Peter’s Square 
for the recitation of the tradi-
tional Marian prayer. He 
pointed to the day’s Gospel 
reading from Mark, in which 
Jesus heals a man from lepro-
sy. 

He said the episode has three 
distinct moments: the plea of 
the leper, Jesus’ response and 
the result of the miraculous 
healing. 

 “The leper begged Jesus ‘on 
his knees’ and said ‘If you 
will it, you can make me 
clean’,” the Pope observed, 
recalling how Jesus responds 
to the humble prayer with a 
deep attitude of compassion, 
which he noted means to 
“suffer with” someone. 

In this moment Jesus’ heart 
manifests the paternal com-
passion that God has for man, 

he said, explaining that the 
fact Jesus went close to the 
man and touched him is sig-
nificant due to the cultural 
stigma surrounding lepers at 
the time. 

As leprosy was a contagious 
and “merciless” disease that 
was considered a sign of im-
purity, those infected with it 
were ostracized and forced 
to live outside of the city, and 
had to signal their presence 
to passersby. 

Lepers were marginalized 
from both civil and religious 
communities, Francis said, 
noting that their life was like 
that of “a walking dead man.” 

By reaching out to touch the 
infected man who begged 
him for healing, Jesus show 
us that God’s mercy is able to 
overcome all barriers, Fran-
cis said. Rather than remain-
ing far away, Jesus goes close 
and restores the man to 
health. 

“This happens every time we 
receive a sacrament with 
faith,” the Pope observed, 
pointing specifically to the 
sacrament of Reconciliation, 
“which cures us from the lep-
rosy of sin.” 

What the Gospel passage 
shows us, the Pope said, is 
that God doesn’t confront evil 
by giving “a lecture on pain” 
or by eliminating suffering 
and death from the world, 
but instead takes this weight 
upon himself and carries it 
“to the end.” 

“This is how Christ combats 
the evil and suffering of the 
world: becoming the load 

(Continued on page 20) 

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let perpetual light 
shine upon him.  May his soul rest in peace.  Amen 
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Mon Torralba 

MUSIC STAND 

 

Thank you to the followers of this page.   
For requests to publish the chords of your favourite OPM songs,  

please email at wavesnews247@gmail.com. 

((((((  TUNE IN EVERY SUNDAY  )))))))

www.pinoyradio.com 

Filipinos Making Waves presents 

8:00 - 8:30pm 

OPM WAVES listen to the 70’s classic hits, origi-
nal Pilipino music that we grew up with and loved. 

8:30 - 9:00pm 

MGA ALON NG ATING BUHAY - Kuya 
Nestor narrates life experiences of ordinary people as 
they go through the  ups and downs of life—whether 
it be with family, on the job or with a special someone.  
Replays at 10pm every Wed & Fri. 

"Music is what feelings sound like"  

The Filipino has two 

treasures and two wealths 

– music and faith. 

Our melodies make our 

spirits soar above the 

tragedies of life, our 

faith makes us stand up 

again and again after 

earthquakes, typhoons, 

and wars. 

Luis Antonio Cardinal Tagle  
tells Pope Francis  

 

Celebrating the  

40th year of Manila Sound 

Pangako  

Sa Yo 
 

Rey Valera 
 

 
Intro:  GM9 - C/G – GM9 – C/G 
          G - C/G – GM9 – C/D 
 
Verse 1: 
 
       G       Fm7b5    B7 
   Noon akala ko 
  Em        Em7   CM7 
   Ang wagas na pag-ibig 
        Am7                           G 
   Ay sa nobela lang matatagpuan 
        A9                                    D7sus         (D7 – C/E – D/F#) 
   At para bang kay hirap na paniwalaan 
 
Verse 2: 
 
    G        Fm7b5    B7 
   Ikaw, ikaw pala 
              Em                    Em7   CM7 
   Ang hinihintay kong      pangarap 
    Am7                                 G 
   Ngayong kapiling ka at tayo'y iisa 
         A9 
   Hindi ko hahayaan 
              D7sus          D7 
   Na sa atin ay may hahadlang 
 
Chorus: 
 
                         G                D/F# 
   Pangako sa 'yo, ipaglalaban ko 
        F6                 E7                                Am-Am/G 
   Sa hirap at ginhawa ang ating pag-ibig 
   Cm                                  Bm7     E7sus-E7 
   Upang 'di magkalayo kailan man 
          Am7             G/B  C 
   'Pagkat ang tulad     mo 
         G/D                      A7       D11 
   Ay minsan lang sa buhay ko 
 
Interlude:  GM9 - C/G – GM9 – C/G – C/D 
   
(Repeat II) 
 
(Repeat Chorus) 
 
   Adlib: G-D/F#-F6-E7-Am-Am/G 
           "For better or for worst 
            For richer or for poorer 
            In sickness and in health 
            Till death do us part" 
 

    Cm                                 Bm      E7sus-E7 
   Upang 'di magkalayo kailan man 
          Am        G/B     C 
   'Pagkat ang tulad mo 
         G/D                     A7       D11 
   Ay minsan lang sa buhay ko 
 
   (Repeat Chorus) 
 
  G      D/F#-F6-E7_Am 
   Oh, lalala...       (fade) 

Please Be Careful  
With My Heart 
 

Music & Lyrics:  Jose Mari Chan 
(duet with Regine Velasquez) 
 
Intro: C/F-F D11-Dm7 Bbsus2-Bb C/Bb-C 
 
Verse 1 
 
              FM7  F              D11  Dm7 
   If you love me like you tell me 
                    BbM7  Bb      Gm7-C7 
   Please be careful with my heart 
                Gm9  Gm           C7sus C7 
  You can take it, just don't break it 
              F11                 F7 
   Or my world will fall apart 
 
Chorus 1 
 
   F7sus         BbM7  C/Bb  
   You are my first romance 
                Am7                  Dm7 
   And I'm willing to take a chance 
               Gm7 
   That till life is through 
        C7sus  C7     FM9 F11   
   I'll still be loving you 
   F           BbM7  C/Bb 
   I will be true to you 
             Am7                            Dm7 
   Just a promise from you will do 
                  Gm7 
   From the very start 
                    C11      C7         F    C7sus-F-F11 
   Please be careful with my heart 
 
Verse 2 
 
                                 BbM9 Bb 
   I love you and you know I do 
                    G11     Gm7      Cm7-F11 
   There'll be no one else for me 
  F                        Cm 
   Promise I'll be always true 
                F11          F      Bb 
   For the world and all to see 
                   A7sus         A7           Dm 
   Love has heard some lies softly spoken 
                     C          C7              FM9-F 
   And I have had my heart badly broken 
   C11                            C                        F11-F  
   I've been burned and I've been hurt before 
 
Verse 3 
 
                          BbM9     Bb 
   So I know just how you feel  
                  G11   Gm7     Cm-F11 
   Trust my love is real for you 
  F                   Cm 
   I'll be gentle with your heart 
            F11                F            Dm7b5-Gsus7 
   I'll caress it like the morning dew 
   G       Cm                        Ebm6 
   I'll be right beside you forever 
              Dm7                    Gm7 
   I won't let our world fall apart 
                  Cm7 
   From the very start  
             F7sus   F7         Bb       F#7sus 
   I'll be careful with your heart 
 
Chorus 2 
 
                      BM7    C#/B 
   You are my first romance 
                Bbm7                Ebm7 
   And I'm willing to take a chance 
               G#m 
   That till life is through 
        C#7sus C#      F#M9-F#-F#11-F# 
   I'll still be    loving you 

 Please Be Careful… con’t 
 
              BM7    C#/B 
   I will be true to you 
             Bbm7                          Ebm 
   Just a promise from you will do 
                   G#m 
   From the very start 
                  Bm7 
   From the very start 
                  G#m 
   From the very start 
                    C#11                 F#-B-C#-B/D-C#/F-F# 
   Please be careful with my heart 

HOTDOG STARTED IT ALL.  It was 40 years ago 

when a band pioneered a new era in Philippine 

music—the “pop” revolution, what they then 

called “Manila Sound” that later evolved to what 

is now known as Original Pilipino Music (OPM).. 



February 2015  26 

 

Waves Filipinos Making News 

Sing Galing! TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

Background 

Sing Galing gained its foot-
ing in the community as one 
of the most popular seg-
ments of the famous sum-
mer festival called the Filipi-
nos Making Waves Festival, 
held at Canada’s premier 
mainstream venue - Yonge-
Dundas Square.  Every sum-
mer since 2007, aspiring 
local talents were selected 
(some were handpicked) 
from festival auditions to 
perform before a large 
mainstream audience in the 
pulse of downtown Toronto.  
Through the years, FMWF’s 
past performers have 
moved on to become profes-
sional entertainers in their 
own rights and have won 
prestigious artistic awards 
for their individual talents.  

Fast Forward 2015 

For the first time since the 
segment was made famous 
at the festival, the FMWF 
organizers are bringing to 
the fore the first Sing Galing 
Canada singing competition 
beginning in the beautiful 
city of Hamilton.  It’s now 
officially called Sing Galing 
Canada and has developed 
into a full-fledge event of its 
own which will mark its 
first presentation on Satur-
day, May 30th at the Hamil-
ton Convention Centre.   

Age Categories 

As it was at the Filipinos 
Making Waves Festival, Sing 
Galing Canada contest is 
open to all Filipino singing 
sensations in Canada, from 
ages 13 and above, and in-
clusive of professional and 
amateur singers.  Applicants 
must qualify in any of the 
three (3) divisions, namely:  
Youth (13 – 20 years), Adult 
(21 – above).  We will be 

holding several live audi-
tions in Toronto, Mississau-
ga and Hamilton beginning 
in February until April and 
leading up to the grand fi-
nals on May 30th.   

How to Join 

All applicants must log in to 
the festival website at 
www.filipinosmakingwaves.c
om and register your name.  
All information pertaining 
to auditions, contest rules 
and contest updates will be 
posted on the website.   

Grand Finals and OPM 
Legends in Concert  

It’s double treat for your 
money!  The highlight of the 
evening will serve as the 
icing on the cake for the 
contestants, their fans and 
ticket buyers.   The grand 
finals will be capped with an 
unforgettable one-and-half-
hour solo concert by one of 
the Philippines’ iconic OPM 
legends under the musical 
direction of celebrated com-
poser and guitarist Mon 
Torralba from the famed 
Hotdog and Wadab bands.  
Not only for the fans in the 
audience, but the grand fi-
nalists will experience the 
time of their lives when they 
are brought back on stage to 
perform with two of OPM’s 
distinguished artists.   
 

Sing Galing Canada is 
powered by Adlib Pro-
ductions in collabora-
tion with Rose Ty 
(Realtor) and proudly 
presented in coopera-
tion with TFC, Hamilton 
Filipino Community 
Centre, Minerva Studio, 
Pinoy Radio, Action 
Honda and Tops Em-
ployment Services.   

The launching of Sing Galing 
Canada singing competition 

Members of the Hamilton Filipino Community Centre (HFCC) Board of Directors, led by President & CEO 
Bonner Villabroza met the organizers of Sing Galing Canada event during their monthly board meeting. 

The congregation of Living Word Ministries in Hamilton during their Sunday worship service.  The church ministries include Missions & Evangelism, Prayer, Worship & Creative Arts, 
Media, Ushering, Carpool, Men, Women, Young Married Couples, Young Adults, Youth and Children.  (inset)  A member sings “Manila” with Hotdog original Mon Torralba.   

All Photos by WAVES. 

http://www.filipinosmakingwaves.com/
http://www.filipinosmakingwaves.com/
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 TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

It’s a show and the dancers are the stars 
 

Just Danz! The ultimate Dinner and Dance experience 
premieres on March 8, 2015.  Come and join the fun! 
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