
! 

Waves’ Christmas bundles of joy! 

Damian Carter Mendoza  

born Dec. 4, 2015 

Riley Teresa Castro  

born Dec. 9, 2015 

DUTERTE LEADS THE PACK, RACE HEATS UP! 

The 2016 Philippine presi-
dential race is almost 
reaching its crescendo and 
boiling point as protago-
nists step up their respec-
tive campaign, exchanging 
barbs and brickbats to woo 
voters. 

Latecomer Rodrigo Duterte, 
according to surveys, leads 

the pack besting his oppo-
nents. 

But some say the surveys 
are flawed and defective. 

Reports from Manila say 
Mar Roxas and Duterte are 
animatedly engaged in a 
word war that has culmi-
nated to physical challenges 

from slapping, to a boxing 
bout and a gun duel. 

This has provided some 
form of entertainment 

among voters with the fire 
provided by the controver-
sial and foul mouthed Da-
vao city Mayor Duterte.   

See related stories  

on Page 3 

Maligayang Pasko at Manigong Bagong Taon 

As Jesus' birth nears, 
sadness is 'not allowed,' 
Pope says 
by Elise Harris 

On Gaudete Sunday Pope 
Francis opened the Holy 
Door of Rome’s basilica of 
St. John Lateran, telling at-
tendees that the joy of Je-
sus’ birth overcomes the 
sadness caused by hatred 
and violence. 

As Christmas approaches, 
“we cannot let ourselves be 

taken in by fatigue; sadness 
in any form is not allowed, 
even though we have rea-
son to be with the many 
concerns and the many 
forms of violence which 
hurt humanity,” the Pope 
said Dec. 13. 

(Continued on page 17) 

Rodrigo Duterte Grace Poe 

⦿ POE disqualified for second time 

⦿ MAR to DUTERTE: “Suntukan na lang” 

⦿ DUTERTE to MAR:  “Lets have a gun duel!” 

Mar Roxas 

LISTED liquor company 
Emperador Inc. owned by 
tycoon Andrew L. Tan has 
acquired Fundador Pedro 
Domecq, Spain’s largest 
and oldest brandy, in an “all
-cash” deal worth 275 mil-
lion euros, or P13.8 billion, 
the Inquirer learned Mon-
day. 

The purchase solidifies Em-
perador’s position as the 

world’s largest brandy 
company and makes the 
Tan-led firm one of the 
largest foreign investors in 
Jerez, the brandy capital of 
Spain. 

Under the deal closed on 
Saturday in Madrid, Grupo 
Emperador Spain S.A., a 
company owned by Em-
perador Inc., will acquire 

(Continued on page 7) 

Andrew Tan’s Emperador buys Spain’s Fundador 

By:  Tina Arceo-Dumlao 

Ramos tells Duterte, Roxas: 
Act like global leaders 
By:  Gil Cabacungan 

Former President Fidel V. 
Ramos said that if Mar Rox-
as and Rodrigo Duterte 
want to be President, they 
should act like one. 

The 87-year-old Ramos, 
whose term ended 17 years 
ago, said that Roxas and 
Duterte should realize that 

they would not only be 
compared to past Philip-
pine Presidents but they 
would also be compared 
with other world leaders on 
the global stage. 

“My advice, simple: Act like 
a Philippine President who 

(Continued on page 6) 

 Trudeau 
welcomes 
first wave 
of refugees 

PM’s message  

on Page 6 
New Philippine Air Force fighter jetsNew Philippine Air Force fighter jetsNew Philippine Air Force fighter jets   

Two FA-50 Golden Eagle Fighter/trainers jets were delivered to 
the Philippine Airforce recently as part of the Armed Forces of the 

Philippines modernization program. 
The aircrafts, the first installment of the 12 jet planes 

ordered from South Korea boost the air capability of 

Philippines in its patrol and security missions. 
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Mar to Duterte: Suntukan na lang 
By Alexis Romero 

MANILA, Philippines - There 
might be no slapping match 
between Liberal Party (LP) 
presidential bet Manuel “Mar” 
Roxas II and Davao City 
Mayor Rodrigo Duterte after 
all.  

But a fist fight between two 
presidential bets is now possi-
ble.  

While admitting that he was 
disappointed with himself for 
challenging Duterte to a slap-
ping match, Roxas said he is 
ready to engage in a fist fight 
with the tough talking mayor, 
whom he branded as a bully. 

“Just do what you want to do. 
And the slapping match? Bakit 
pa sampalan? Pambabae ‘yan. 
Suntukan na lang? Di ba? 
(Why a slapping match? 
That’s for girls. How about a 
fist fight?),” Roxas told report-
ers on Tuesday at the LP’s 
Balay headquarters in Quezon 
City. 

“This is very simple. I am very 
sober and I am focused on 
what is good for the country,” 
he added. 

Roxas said he was not able to 
control his emotions when he 
said he was ready to have a 
slapping match with Duterte.   

 “I was disappointed with my-
self and I was distracted,” he 
said. 

The LP standard bearer, how-
ever, remained provocative 
and even gave his address in 
Quezon City in case Duterte 
wishes to go there to slap him. 

“Talk. Talk. Talk. That’s all you 
do Digong. You keep on talk-
ing… (gives address in Cubao, 
Quezon City). I will wait for 
you,” Roxas said, referring to 
the mayor by his nickname. 

“I am angry with bullies. I am 
angry with those who take 
advantage. I am angry with 
those who act like kings. I am 
angry with those with heavy 
fists. I am angry with people 
who think they are the only 
powerful ones in our coun-
try,” he added. 

Roxas said bullying is already 
a worn out technique and he 
is unfazed by Duterte’s recent 
statements against him. 

“Kung hindi ka pa nakahanap 
ng iyong katapat Digong, 
nandito ako. Hindi kita 
aatrasan (If you haven’t found 
your match yet Digong, I am 
here. I won’t back down on 
you),” the LP standard bearer 
said.  

Word war 

The rift between Roxas and 
Duterte started last October 
when the mayor accused the 
LP camp of spreading rumors 
that he has throat cancer. 
Roxas, who used to be a close 
friend of Duterte, has denied 
the allegation.  

The word war resumed early 
this month after Roxas said 
that Davao City under Duterte 
is one of the safest places in 
the country. Citing statistics 
from the local police, Roxas 
said there were about 18,000 

crime incidents that tran-
spired in the city last year. 

The comment appeared to 
have hit a raw nerve with 
Duterte, who has been per-
ceived as a strong anti-
criminality crusader. 

The mayor responded to Rox-
as’ statement by claiming that 
the LP presidential bet is not a 
graduate of Wharton School 
of Economics. He also threat-
ened to slap Roxas if they see 
each other during the cam-
paign period. 

Roxas, however, stressed that 
his statement about the crimi-
nal incidents in Davao was 
based on data from the Philip-
pine National Police. He went 
on to say that he should be 
allowed to slap Duterte if he 
was able to prove that he real-
ly graduated from Wharton, 
the business school of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. 

Roxas was included in the list 
of notable alumni in the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania web-
site. 

According to the website, Rox-
as earned his Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Economics at the 
Wharton School in 1979. 

Koalisyon ng Daang Matuwid 
spokesman and Akbayan Rep. 
Ibarra Gutierrez expressed 
doubts that Roxas would real-
ly engage in a slapping match 
with Duterte.  

“Well, I doubt that he actually 
meant it literally right?” 
Gutierrez said. 

“If you are repeatedly bullied, 
it has to end. You have to 
stand up against it,” he added.  

Mindanao officials back Mar 

Meanwhile, local officials from 
Mindanao yesterday reaf-
firmed their support for Rox-
as amid the surge in Duterte’s 
survey ratings. 

At least 24 lawmakers and 
governors met with Roxas at 
the LP’s Balay headquarters 
to assure him that the so-
called “Duterte fever” would 
not hurt his chances in Minda-
nao. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Liberal Party presidential bet Mar Roxas said he was not able to 
control his emotions when he said he was ready to have a slapping 
match with Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte. File photos 

Comelec urged to rule 
on Poe, Duterte DQ 
soon 
By Christina Mendez 

Sen. Grace Poe (left) and her adoptive mother, actress Susan  
Roces, visit the tomb of Fernando Poe Jr. at the Manila North  
Cemetery on FPJ’s 11th death anniversary.  .KRIZJOHN ROSALES 

MANILA, Philippines - Senate 
President Franklin Drilon yes-
terday urged Commission on 
Elections Chairman Andres 
Bautista to immediately con-
vene the full Comelec so they 
can rule soonest on the pend-
ing disqualification cases 
against presidential aspirants 
Sen. Grace Poe and Davao City 
Mayor Rodrigo Duterte. 

Drilon noted that if the cases 
were unresolved, these would 
pose serious threats to fair 
and credible elections in May 
2016. 

“Chairman Bautista should 
fulfill his patriotic duty and 
lead the Comelec in immedi-
ately providing a fair resolu-
tion to the petitions,” he said. 

He also said that the early res-
olution of the petitions against 
Poe and Duterte would give 
the Supreme Court (SC) suffi-
cient time to review and ur-
gently render its final verdict 
on the cases. 

“Whatever the Comelec’s deci-
sion on the cases may be, I am 
sure that these will be brought 
before the Supreme Court for 
its final decision on the mat-
ter. The prompt action of the 
Comelec will give the high 
tribunal enough time to put 
these cases to rest,” he said. 

“It cannot be left hanging. The 
earlier the poll body can de-
cide, the better it will be for 

the country,” he added.    

Drilon also said that the con-
tinuing uncertainty due to the 
lack of resolution on the dis-
qualification cases creates 
unnecessary political tensions. 
There are groups that would 
take advantage of the inability 
of the Comelec to immediately 
resolve the petitions to spread 
lies and disrupt the conduct of 
peaceful and credible elec-
tions in the country. 

“The talks of election delays 
are nothing but a part of sinis-
ter efforts peddled by certain 
quarters that are out to put a 
doubt in the minds of the pub-
lic regarding the 2016 elec-
tions. We must not to fall into 
that trap,” he added. 

Lim inhibits on MR deliber-
ation 

Meanwhile, Christian Robert 
Lim, the lone Comelec com-
missioner who voted against 
the disqualification of Poe, 
inhibited himself from the 
Comelec en banc’s delibera-
tion on the motion for recon-
sideration (MR) she filed con-
cerning the disqualification 
case lodged by lawyer Estrella 
Elamparo. 

According to Comelec spokes-
man James Jimenez, Lim sub-
mitted a memorandum that he 
did not want to have any part 

(Continued on page 7) 

‘Nona’ torments Metro Manila with ‘carmageddon’ 
By:  Aie Balagtas See and Maricar B. Brizuela  

FROM being a fitness instrument, the walk-o
-meter app gave Leonard Postrado a meas-
urement of his misery Tuesday night. 

It took Postrado about “16,000 steps”—or 
60 percent more than usual—to get home 
from Manila to Taytay, Rizal province, after 
he joined thousands of commuters left 
stranded by the latest Metro Manila 
“carmageddon.” 

Rains and flash floods brought about by Ty-
phoon “Nona” posed additional aggravations 
for those struggling with the holiday traffic. 

“Imagine a zombie apocalypse. That’s how 
Quiapo (Manila) looked like that night. It’s 
like [a scene from the TV series] ‘Walking 

Dead.’ It was dark and everyone’s in the middle of the 
road waiting for a ride,” recalled the journalist, whose 
street ordeal started around 9 p.m. 

The scarcity of jeepney rides forced him to hail taxi 
cabs, only to encounter drivers asking for additional 
fares of up to P150. After spending hours stuck in 
traffic and walking for more than 2 kilometers, he 
finally reached his house at 3 a.m. the next day. 

The Metropolitan Manila Development Authority said 
seven cities—Pasay, Mandaluyong, Paran aque, Ma-
kati, Manila, Quezon City and Valenzuela—
experienced flash floods as Nona’s passing placed the 
capital under Signal No. 1 for the second straight day. 

(Continued on page 11) A pedicab braves a flooded street with other motorists in Manila on 
a stormy Wednesday afternoon. GRIG C. MONTEGRANDE 
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Tenny F. Soriano 

Let’s HELP! 
There are no easy solutions to the plight of refugees caught in 
the middle of world conflicts be it in Syria, Libya, Africa or 
Asia and elsewhere in the world. 

But for now, they await much-needed help, or some reprieve 
from the various human sufferings unimaginable in normal 
conditions. 

The image of that dead young toddler washed ashore in Tur-
key is still fresh in our minds, a grim reminder of how the 
refugee problem in that part of the world has deteriorated to 
alarming stage that needs immediate global attention. 

These people, uprooted from their normal lives had endured 
months or even years without any basic amenities, exposed 
to hunger and diseases, a result of subhuman conditions in 
camps that can hardly accommodate such sheer number of 
population. 

For now, they are in need of basic necessities, shelter, warm 
clothing and adequate food. 

It is the duty of every nation in the world to at least pitch in 
to alleviate these victims of this “modern day scourge of hu-
manity”, a direct result of terrorism and armed conflicts. 

Modesty aside, the Canadian people has admirably respond-
ed in quick fashion as they started to accommodate the first 
batch of 25,000 refugees mostly from Syria. 

No less than the new Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has per-
sonally welcomed them in simple ceremonies at Pearson In-
ternational airport seeing to it that they are settled comforta-
bly as they arrive. 

They are now on their way to starting a new life as new Cana-
dians in an atmosphere of freedom and peace. 

Let us help and welcome them!  

 

A History of Kindness 

Long before the present day Syrian refugee issue shook the 
world, the Philippines had been haven of displaced and state-
less persons including refugees. 

There is an untold chapter in the history of World War II 
when hundreds or even thousands of Jews sought the safety 
of Manila and other parts of the country when Adolf Hitler 
started his "pogrom" in Europe. 

At least 1,200 Jews were taken in by then President Manuel 
Quezon when a ship carrying thousands of Europeans Jews 
were refused entry to Cuba and forced to return to Germany 
where many of them were exterminated or locked in concen-
tration camps. 

Quezon through the US state department, offered to take in 
10,000 of them but the US allowed only 1,200 of them. 

These numbers shortly landed in Manila and disperse to oth-
er parts of the country where they encountered the harsh-
ness of the Japanese occupiers. 

But they survived and in later years established themselves 
in many endeavours in the Philippines. 

Some years back the Israeli government showed its grati-
tude.  It established a monument in honour of the Philippines 
in Tel Aviv. 

Our colleague, the late former ambassador to Israel Tony Mo-

(Continued on page 20) 

HOODLUM PRESIDENT?  
He spews out profanities in 
almost every sentence he 
utters but to Davao city 
mayor Rodrigo “Digong” 
Duterte, it’s an everyday 
part of his vocabulary. 

As they say in the vernacu-
lar “dalawa singko kung 
magmura”. Thus, son of a --
--- or pu---- ina mo comes 
out of his mouth like bul-
lets from an M-16 assault 
rifle. 

“Bulaklak ng dila,” his 
friends would describe 
Duterte’s foul-mouth char-
acteristic. 

Unbecoming of one aspir-
ing to be president?  But 
Duterte, the tough city ex-
ecutive of the world’s larg-
est city, doesn’t give a 
damn. 

His attitude is “what you 
see is what you get”, no 
sugar coated public rela-
tions - invented persona or 
script to project a soft lova-
ble or acceptable image of a 
candidate to convince vot-
ers to his side. 

Duterte, whose iron-fisted 
approach to criminality 
(specially drug pushers) 
and his admission of being 
a womanizer (two wives 
and several girlfriends) and 
having allegedly killed 
1,700 criminals (by his own 
account) is now the front-
runner in the 2016 presi-
dential race besting erst-
while leader  senator Grace 
Poe and vice president Jojo 
Binay in recent nationwide 
surveys. Why is this so?   

***** 

Political pundits offer the 
idea of an unorthodox ap-
proach, something like a 
reverse psychology tactic 
that one notices in many of 
Duterte’s statements about 

his candidacy. 

He has declared more than 
a hundred times that “he is 
not interested in the presi-
dency” and would rather 
stay on as mayor. 

In another instance, he also 
stated “please don’t vote 
for me as president or vote 
somebody else who is de-
serving”. 

Those declarations or 
statements, intended or 
not, only whetted the appe-
tite of voters but drew 
them to his side to urge 
him to change his mind and 
join the race.  

What more, his solid record 
of making Davao City, once 
the murder capital of the 
Philippines, into one of the 
safest city in Southeast Asia 
if not the world had given 
Filipinos a window of 
change. 

And perhaps, Filipinos are 
really sick and tired of ram-
pant criminality that has 
spawned drug abuse-
related crimes, kidnap-
pings, “tanim bala” and oth-
er scams that they see in 
Duterte as the candidate 
who can seriously confront 
the problems like he did in 
Davao City.  

So far, he is the only bet 
running on the issue of 
peace and order by simply 
saying that economic 
growth and prosperity can 
only thrive in an atmos-
phere of peace where citi-
zens can do their work and 
business unhindered and 
unhampered.  

***** 

Meanwhile, Amnesty Inter-
national(AI) has urged the 
Philippine government to 
investigate Duterte’s claims 
that he had instigated 

“extrajudicial killings” for 
known criminals through 
his so-called Davao Death 
Squad (DDS). 

More recently, he incurred 
the ire of the powerful 
Catholic Bishops Confer-
ence of the Philippines 
(CBCP) when he threw ex-
pletives at Pope Francis, 
blaming him for the traffic 
mess during his recent visit 
this year to the Philippines. 

But he recanted or denied 
that the Pope was the ob-
ject of his expletives.  

Lately, he also promised to 
impose nationwide curfew 
for minors and a 1:00am 
liquor ban if elected presi-
dent. 

Are pinoys ready for a 
“hoodlum president?” 

***** 

Iconic Spanish brandy, Fun-
dador, a mainstay in many 
Filipino gatherings be it 
fiesta, birthdays and other 
occasions is now a Philip-
pine company. 

Billionaire Taipan Andrew 
Tan and his group has 
bought the oldest and larg-
est brandy company based 
in the so-called “triangle” of 
Andalusia region, consid-
ered as the “Brandy capital 
of Spain”. 

Fundador, (which means 
Founder) was established 
by and marketed in 1874 
by Don Pedro Domecq in 
the Jerez municipality 
where only grapes of the 
Palomino and Airen grow 
exclusively to produce the 
now very popular Brandy 
also known as Pedro 
Domecq.   It has since be-
come Spain’s top selling-
brandy that is sold in more 
than 30 countries world-

(Continued on page 9) 
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WAVES FROM HOME 

Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte 

OPINION PAGE 

Duterte’s violence cult takes no prisoners 
By: Amando Doronila 

DAVAO City Mayor Rodrigo 
Duterte has dismissed out 
of hand a recent warning 
issued by Amnesty Interna-
tional (AI) calling for a gov-
ernment investigation of 
alleged summary killings by 
vigilante death squads 
linked to his administra-
tion. 

AI flagged the warning in 
the wake of the Nov. 25 re-
sults of a Social Weather 

Stations survey that 
showed him topping the list 
of five candidates for Presi-
dent in the May national 
election in voters’ prefer-
ence. 

The warning sharpened the 
focus of the presidential 
election on the Davao ex-
trajudicial executions as 
central and defining issue 
in the polls—the state of 
law and order in the Philip-

pines—shunting to the 
sidelines public attention 
on the legacy of the out-
going administration of 
President Aquino, who is 
banned by the 1987 Consti-
tution from seeking reelec-
tion. 

Mr. Aquino is struggling to 
leave an enduring legacy of 
economic and political re-
forms, framed by anticor-
ruption pledges on good 
governance. 

Unfortunately, this frame-
work has all but been over-
shadowed by the fallout 
from the rise of crime and 
the flaws in the electoral 
and judicial system that 
have generated calls for 
authoritarian leadership 
offering shortcuts on legal 
means to eradicate the 
crime wave, highly pro-
nounced by Duterte’s arbi-
trary and iron-fisted ap-
proach in Davao. 

Fallen on deaf ears 

In a statement that reflect-
ed concern over the survey 
results that showed a phe-
nomenal surge in Duterte’s 
popularity ratings, despite 
the heavy toll his crack-
down has inflicted on hu-
man lives and the criticism 
it has attracted from inter-
national and domestic hu-
man rights organizations, 
the Manila office of AI de-
clared it has “long called for 
an investigation” of the 
mayor’s human rights ob-
servance record in his an-
ticrime campaign. 

Almost in despair, AI be-
wailed that its call ap-
peared to have fallen on 
deaf ears, and lamented 
“the government seems to 
look the other way.” It said 
Duterte’s popularity 
brought about by his stance 
on stricter law enforcement 
and war against criminals 
should not get in the way of 

promoting human rights. 

The mayor’s take-no-
prisoners campaign against 
crime is claimed by his sup-
porters to have been an 
effective deterrent to crimi-
nal activities, but it has also 
alarmed the public of the 
dangers of giving him 
sweeping arbitrary powers 
to kill suspects without trial 
if he were elected Presi-
dent, armed with the vast 
executive powers of the 
presidency. 

AI cited the scorn heaped 
by Duterte on its call. When 
asked by reporters for com-
ment on AI’s statement, 
Duterte replied, “What’s the 
problem with them?” He 
said his critics alleged the 
death squad killed 700, 
adding “that’s not enough.” 
Asked for a figure, he said, 
“1,700.” 

The AI statement came as 

(Continued on page 6) 

Turbulent waves from home as typhoon Nona lashes 
the Philippines and power lines are cut.   

Back with my column next year (i.e., next issue).  

Wishing our readers a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.   

 Diego 
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the latest wave of interventions of 
international human rights 
watchdog groups blasting Duter-
te’s links to the killings. 

Davao Death Squad 

A government witness has earlier 
come forward to claim that Duter-
te has links to the Davao Death 
Squad (DDS). Only recently, most 
of the declared candidates for 
President stepped up their at-
tacks on Duterte’s human rights 
record, questioning his fitness 
and competence to provide crea-
tive and productive leadership, 
instead of producing dead and 
promoting the cult of violence and 
the growth of the funeral parlor 
industry. 

The 2016 election is unique in 
terms of its defining theme—
crime and punishment. In all 
presidential elections since the 
1986 Edsa People Power Revolu-
tion, this is the first time that a 
candidate is running a campaign 
on the path littered with corpses 
of victims of his purges. 

It is hard to contemplate how 
Duterte can sustain his lead in the 
polls in a campaign whose logo is 
the skull and crossbones. How can 
any candidate be elected Presi-
dent on a platform driven by the 
cult of violence, aimed at produc-
ing cadavers in death factories? 

The rationale behind this maca-

bre necropolitics scenario is best 
explained by Duterte’s public pro-
nouncements when asked to spell 
out his programs and policies of 
government. Let us hear these 
from his own words. 

Unapologetic 

For the past 22 years, Mayor 
Duterte has governed Davao with 
unbridled executive powers, 
which, he claimed, accounted for 
transforming it from the murder 
capital of the Philippines to “the 
most peaceful city in Southeast 
Asia.” 

But, according to media reports, 
these claims are exaggerated. The 
reports have linked Duterte to the 
DDS, a vigilante group responsi-
ble for the execution of drug traf-
fickers, petty criminals, gang 
members and other lawless ele-
ments. 

According to police records, more 
than 7,000 people went missing 
between 2005 and 2008, pre-
sumed killed by the squad. 

Although Duterte has never pub-
licly endorsed the squad’s behav-
ior, his public comments on clean-
ing up the streets appeared 
geared to condone its violent ac-
tivities. 

For example, in a 2012 press con-
ference, the mayor offered a P6-
million reward for whoever could 
bring him the head of an alleged 
gang leader. He offered an extra 
P1 million if the head could be 
brought in a bag of ice, “so it 
won’t smell so bad.” 

In 2009, Duterte warned law-
breakers: “If you are a criminal or 
part of a syndicate that preys on 
the innocent people of the city, for 
as long as I am the mayor, you are 
a legitimate target of assassina-
tion.” 

He has always been unapologetic 
about his methods. “I am 100-
percent terrorist, but I am terror-
izing only the drug pushers, kid-
nappers, holdup gangs and other 
criminals,” he said on TV in 2003. 
“Kidnappers. Drug pushers from 
other places. I dare you to come 
over here so that I can finish you 
off.” 

Statements such as these, grab 
newspaper headlines and boost 
popularity ratings, but this ap-
proach highlights the principle in 
the rule of law: suspected crimi-
nals cannot be executed without 
first finding them guilty in court. 

His war against rice smugglers 
raised eyebrows internationally 
in February 2002, when he told a 
Senate committee that he would 
“gladly kill” an accused smuggler. 
“I want smuggling rice in my city 
stopped,” he said. “But if you do 
not stop smuggling activities. I 
will kill you.” 

He also issued a shoot-to-kill or-
der on lawless elements in Davao 
City, and instructed security forc-
es to shoot any looters after Su-
pertyphoon 
“Yolanda” (international name: 
Haiyan) struck two years ago.  ⦿ 

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER  

(Continued from page 5) 

DUTERTE’S VIOLENCE CULT... 

Local officials of Mindanao assured Liberal Party 
standard bearer Manuel "Mar" Roxas that the so-
called Duterte fever will not kill his chances for pres-
idency in the region. 

"Well, definitely you have a regional bias because 
Duterte is really from Mindanao. But it doesn't mean 
that everybody from Mindanao will go for Duterte," 
Zamboanga City Rep. Celso Lobregat said. 

"We might be branded as traitors for not supporting 
Duterte as a presidential candidate as a Mindanaoan. 
But my answer is that the 2016 election is not about 
where you're from, or your personality. The 2016 
elections is about performance and what we can de-
liver to the people in the upcoming administration," 
Lanao del Norte Gov. Khalid Dimaporo said. 

Roxas’s supporters remain optimistic that he will 
win in Mindanao even if Duterte is running for presi-

dent. 

“We can still see victory for Sir Mar Roxas in the are-
as of Mindanao especially in our areas in ARMM 
(Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao),” Tawi-
Tawi Rep. Ruby Sahali said. 

Other officials who attended the meeting were Gov. 
Roberto Uy and Rep. Isagani Amatong of Zamboanga 
del Norte, Reps. Ann Hofer and Belma Cabilao of 
Zamboanga Sibugay, Rep. Imelda Dimaporo of Lanao 
del Norte, Iligan City Rep. Vicente Belmonte, Misamis 
Occidental Rep. Jorge Almonte, Misamis Oriental 
Rep. Peter Unabia, Reps. Rolando Uy and Juliette Uy 
of Cagayan de Oro, Compostela Valley Rep. Maricar 
Zamora, Davao del Norte Rep. Antonio Lagdameo, 
Davao Oriental Rep. Nelson Dayanghirang, North 
Cotabato Rep. Jose Tejada, South Cotabato Rep. Fer-
dinand Hernandez, Butuan City Rep. Lawrence For-
tun, Agusan del Sur Rep. Evelyn Mellana, Lanao del 
Sur Rep. Hooky Adiong, Reps. Bai Sandra Sema and 
Zajid Mangudadatu of Maguindanao, and Sulu Rep. 
Maryam Nabi Arbison.  PHILSTAR.COM ⦿ 

(Continued from page 3) 

MAR TO DUTERTE:  SUNTUKAN NA LANG 

must be competitive nationally because you will be 
compared with other Philippine Presidents. But this 
is now the 21st century, and the Philippine President 
must be world-class. We are not anymore in the pe-
riod of Antonio Luna, Emilio Aguinaldo and Andres 
Bonifacio. Our countrymen should not kill each oth-
er, they should unite to develop our nation,” Ramos 
said. 

The presidential candidates should realize that they 
would serve as a national model when they appear 
in international meetings such as with the United 
Nations, Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation, and the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Ramos said 
in a breakfast forum at Kamuning Bakery in Quezon 
City. 

Ramos also weighed in on the possibility that two 
front-runners in the tight presidential race would be 
disqualified by the Commission on Elections 
(Comelec). “Let us give the benefit of the doubt to 
the people directly concerned. Let the people de-
cide,” he said. 

Ramos warned that that the public may be left with 
only one choice for President if “this process of elim-
ination” would continue, referring to the disqualifi-
cation cases against Duterte and Sen. Grace Poe. 

 “We may end up with only one candidate for Presi-
dent if we follow this process of elimination, which is 
not [how] the people want it,” he said. 

Ramos, a former military chief and a health buff, did 
not find it funny that Roxas and Duterte’s political 
exchanges would revolve around slapping, fistfights, 
gunfights and mudslinging. 

 “Slapping, fighting, killing each other will not solve 
the problem. The real problem of the world today 
and the Philippines is fighting poverty, fighting natu-
ral calamities, or preparing for them if we cannot 
fight them; to mitigate climate change,” Ramos said. 

Ramos, who was perceived as supporting Duterte, 
advised the Davao City mayor to watch his mouth. 
“He should brush his teeth not with Colgate but with 
toilet paper,” he said. 

He said, however, that voters should not look for a 
perfect President because no candidate would fit the 
position perfectly. 

What was important, Ramos said, was for the elected 
President to “transform” himself in office to be a bet-
ter person. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ⦿ 

(Continued from page 1) 

RAMOS TELLS DUTERTE, ROXAS:  ACT LIKE... 

Toronto, OntarioToronto, OntarioToronto, Ontario   

11 December 201511 December 201511 December 2015   

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today issued the following statement after welcoming Syrian refugees to Canada late last The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today issued the following statement after welcoming Syrian refugees to Canada late last The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today issued the following statement after welcoming Syrian refugees to Canada late last nignignight:ht:ht:   

“Today, we welcome many Syrian refugees who were forced to flee their homeland because of war and conflict. Canada is doing t“Today, we welcome many Syrian refugees who were forced to flee their homeland because of war and conflict. Canada is doing t“Today, we welcome many Syrian refugees who were forced to flee their homeland because of war and conflict. Canada is doing the he he right thing right thing right thing 

by providing refuge for those so desperately seeking safety.by providing refuge for those so desperately seeking safety.by providing refuge for those so desperately seeking safety.   

“This is a significant step in fulfilling our plan to bring 25,000 Syrian refugees to Canada in the coming months. It also de“This is a significant step in fulfilling our plan to bring 25,000 Syrian refugees to Canada in the coming months. It also de“This is a significant step in fulfilling our plan to bring 25,000 Syrian refugees to Canada in the coming months. It also demonmonmonstrates our com-strates our com-strates our com-

mitment to refugee resettlement, which is part of Canada’s proud humanitarian tradition.mitment to refugee resettlement, which is part of Canada’s proud humanitarian tradition.mitment to refugee resettlement, which is part of Canada’s proud humanitarian tradition.   

“I know that, even for those facing extreme hardship, tragedy, and war in their country, leaving home is very difficult. The “I know that, even for those facing extreme hardship, tragedy, and war in their country, leaving home is very difficult. The “I know that, even for those facing extreme hardship, tragedy, and war in their country, leaving home is very difficult. The tratratransition to a new nsition to a new nsition to a new 

life in a new country can be a very daunting process.life in a new country can be a very daunting process.life in a new country can be a very daunting process.   

“Let me reassure those coming to our country that our communities and all orders of government will work closely, together, t“Let me reassure those coming to our country that our communities and all orders of government will work closely, together, t“Let me reassure those coming to our country that our communities and all orders of government will work closely, together, to mo mo make it easi-ake it easi-ake it easi-

er for you to adjust to these changes and become full participants in Canadian society. While it might be much colder outsideer for you to adjust to these changes and become full participants in Canadian society. While it might be much colder outsideer for you to adjust to these changes and become full participants in Canadian society. While it might be much colder outside   thththan back home, an back home, an back home, 

I am sure that you will find warm welcomes from your new neighbours.I am sure that you will find warm welcomes from your new neighbours.I am sure that you will find warm welcomes from your new neighbours.   

“In the years to come, Canadians will look back with enormous pride on the contributions made by Syrian refugees and how they“In the years to come, Canadians will look back with enormous pride on the contributions made by Syrian refugees and how they“In the years to come, Canadians will look back with enormous pride on the contributions made by Syrian refugees and how they   hahahave made ve made ve made 

our country even better.”our country even better.”our country even better.”   

For more information about the Government of Canada's plan to resettle 25,000 Syrian refugees, please visit the #WelcomeRefugFor more information about the Government of Canada's plan to resettle 25,000 Syrian refugees, please visit the #WelcomeRefugFor more information about the Government of Canada's plan to resettle 25,000 Syrian refugees, please visit the #WelcomeRefugeeseesees   websitewebsitewebsite      
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the brandy and sherry busi-
ness of Beam Suntory in Jerez. 

Aside from Fundador Pedro 
Domecq, the acquisition in-
cludes Terry Centenario, 
Spain’s top-selling brandy; 
Tres Cepas, Equatorial Guin-
ea’s leading brandy; and Har-
vey’s, the United Kingdom’s 
top sherry wine. 

These brands carry a unique 
heritage and mar-
ket leadership position in 
their respective categories, 
Emperador said in a state-
ment furnished the Inquirer. 

Fundador, or “founder” in 
Spanish, was the first brand to 
be marketed by Pedro 
Domecq Loustau in 1874. 
Made from Airen and Palomi-
no grapes, Fundador was the 
first brand marketed as a 
Brandy de Jerez and is aged in 
a sherry-soaked Solera. 

Clear leader 

Today, it is Spain’s largest 
export brandy and is sold in 

more than 30 countries. Fun-
dador’s biggest export market 
is the Philippines, where it 
has been the clear leader for 
more than a century. 

Other acquired assets are Bo-
degas Fundador, Spain’s larg-
est and oldest brandy cellar 
established in 1730, as well as 
production facilities, aging 
cellars, vineyards and state-of
-the art blending and bottling 
facilities in Jerez. 

Emperador will likewise take 
over a brandy distillery in 

Tomelloso, Spain, which has a 
sufficient aging inventory of 
brandy and sherry that Em-
perador officials believe 
will drive the company’s 
growth. 

Nomura was tapped as the 
sole financial advisor while 
Allen & Overy was hired as 
the legal adviser for the trans-
action. 

Ceremonial signing 

The deal was sealed with the 

(Continued from page 1) 

Andrew Tan’s Emperador buys 

Spain’s Fundador…. 

(Continued on page 19) 

NEW FUNDADOR OWNER Emperador Inc. chair Andrew Tan (third 
from left) visits Bodegas Fundador in Jerez, Spain with son Kevin 
(second from left) and Emperador president Winston Co after an-
nouncing to almost 200 Spanish employees that the Filipino firm is 
buying Spain’s oldest and largest brandy. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 

How many gangsters 
to make a syndicate? 
GOTCHA By Jarius Bondoc 

Politicking in its “tanim-bala” report, the NBI adopted the 
Malacan ang script that there’s no syndicate behind the repeated 
shakedowns. 

It has been three years, one month and 28 days since Joseph 
Abaya began his P10.07-billion plunder of MRT-3.  There has 
been no shame, remorse or letup by that Transport Secretary 
and Liberal Party president. And the authorities, starting with 
his appointer President Aquino, have let him get away with im-
punity. 

* * * 

The NBI obviously played politics in its “tanim-bala” report. Too 
bad as it had started on the right footing in its investigation a 
month ago. It was able to confirm the modus operandi at the 
NAIA of planting a bullet or two in departing passengers’ carry-
ons for shakedowns. That’s from many interviews with victims 
and witnesses, and pieces of evidence, it stated as an indication 
of its thoroughness. But then it hastened to add, very out of 
place, that “there is no syndicate” behind the repeated extor-
tions. Why does it say so? Well, um, because, er, there are not 
too many involved in the racket. Duh! 

One is tempted to ask the NBI: Pray tell, how many gangsters 
does it take to be counted as a syndicate? 

The NBI found the exactions indisputable because the last 11 
victims had no reason to be carrying bullets. They were neither 
terrorists nor superstitious demon-slayers by bullet. All were 
not gun owners; some had not even seen a live bullet before; 
three were merely transiting through NAIA and thus had been 
security-checked at their airports of origin. The mulcting securi-
ty screeners played on their fears of being offloaded from flights 
and booked at the police precinct. All that already came out in 
national news and the televised Senate inquiry. Unbelievable 
was the Malacan ang line that someone was only smearing P-Noy 
and his anointed successor Mar Roxas. 

Nonetheless the NBI stuck to the Malacan ang script. Part of it 
was P-Noy’s claim that “ media only sensationalized the news.” 
In blabbing that, out of 34 million who use NAIA every year, only 
1,400 have been arrested for bullets and 70 charged in 2015, he 
tried to downplay the syndicated extortions. This was to cover 
up the gross ineptitude of his cousin, the NAIA general manager 
Jose Angel Aquino Honrado. Not to forget, also the equally inept 
Transport Sec. Joseph Abaya. 

A “syndicate” is “a group, combination, or association of gang-
sters controlling organized crime or one type of crime, especial-
ly in one region of the country,” Random House Dictionary. 
Meaning, three members qualify as a syndicate, of “tanim-bala” 
type of crime, at NAIA region. 

In the case of victimized American missionary Michael Lane 
White alone, the NBI is indicting six perpetrators. Two are from 
the Office of Transport Security, in charge of planting and 
“discovering” the bullets, and four from the PNP-Aviation Secu-
rity Group, in charge of detention for shakedown. The OTS is 
under the Dept. of Transportation, while the ASG is with the 

(Continued on page 8) 

President Aquino meets with heads of agencies on security con-
cerns to discuss the issue of bullet-planting at the NAIA. The 
meeting was attended by Aviation Security Group chief Superin-
tendent Pablo Francisco Balagtas, Philippine National Police chief 
Director General Ricardo Marquez, NAIA general manager Jose 
Angel Honrado, Presidential Management Staff chief Julia Abad, 
Cabinet Secretary Jose Almendras, Interior Secretary Mel Senen 
Sarmiento, Transportation and Communications Secretary Joseph 
Emilio Abaya and other Cabinet officials.    

in the discussions on the MR 
because of his “prior relation-
ship with Elamparo.” 

Lim and Elamparo used to be 
associates in the Lim, Cande-
laria and Ocampo Law Office. 
Elamparo was chief legal 
counsel of the Government 
Service Insurance System. 

Elamparo’s case landed in the 
three-man Comelec Second 
Division that voted unani-
mously to grant her petition 
to disqualify Poe. 

Lim is the presiding commis-
sioner of the First Division. 

Voting 2-1, the First Division 
granted last Friday the three 
consolidated disqualification 
cases filed against Poe by for-
mer senator Francisco Tatad, 
De La Salle University profes-
sor Antonio Contreras and 
former University of the East 
College of Law dean Amado 
Valdez. 

Poe gets ready for battle at 

SC 

Poe said she and her legal 
team are getting ready for a 
legal battle at the SC as she 
has little hope that the full 
Comelec will rule in her favor 
after Comelec’s First and Sec-
ond Divisions disqualified her 
from the presidential race due 
to citizenship and residency 
issues.   

“I don’t want to say that I am 
losing hope with the Comelec. 
But of course, we also need to 
use our experiences as basis. 
So for me, I am mind setting 
that whatever would be the 
result, it will still end up at the 
Supreme Court,” she said in 
Filipino at the 11th death an-
niversary of her adoptive fa-
ther Fernando Poe Jr. at Ma-
nila North Cemetery yester-
day. 

Poe also said she is hoping 
and praying hard that the SC 
would render a fair judgment 
on her disqualification cases. 

Miriam to Poe: Continue 
campaign 

Presidential contender Sen. 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago 
said Poe would have a prob-

lem if the SC would not imme-
diately rule on her disqualifi-
cation cases with finality, so 
there is a need to speed up the 
process of resolving the case 
before the high tribunal. 

“Right now, based on the deci-
sion (of the First and Second 
Divisions of Comelec), her 
name cannot be put on the 
ballot. So she should expedite 
her appeal before the Su-
preme Court,” Santiago said in 
Filipino. 

Santiago also advised Poe to 
continue her campaign.   

Although sidelined by sick-
ness, Santiago said she also 
has to increase her public ap-
pearances to let the public 
know that she is still capable 
to be president. 

“Her actions should be like 
that. She should not be 
scared… She is right when she 
said that what the Supreme 
Court would say she would 
follow. That is the statement 
of a true leader. Now, we 
should see if she would do 
what she said,” Santiago add-
ed in Filipino. – With Paolo 
Romero, Sheila Crisostomo 

– THE PHILIPPINE STAR 

(Continued from page 3) 

COMELEC urged to 

rule on POE 

 

2016   

Canada’s largest Filipino street festival is searching for  

talented performers for an exciting entertainment program planned for 

the August 20-21 2016 event.   

ALL AGES — Singers, Dance groups, Bands, Cultural groups, Program 

Hosts.  Extraordinary talents are most welcomed!  
 

Contact Rolly Mangante at 416 845-4984 

or email us:  entertain@tasteofmanilatoronto.com 

(For volunteers:  volunteer@tasteofmanilatoronto.com) 
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Del Rosario wins gold 
in Singapore judo tiff  

MANILA, Philippines - Bray-
den del Rosario held his 
ground against taller oppo-
nents as he pinnned down the 
gold medal in the Jagsport 
2015 International judo com-
petition recently at the Budo 
Academy in Singapore. 

Del Rosario impressed the 
crowd with his powerful 
blows, focus and a show of 
steel nerves on his way to the 
finals and the gold medal in 
the 30-kg. category. 

Providing support in his med-
al campaign were Reebok, 
Uratex, GNC, Summit Drinking 
Water, TeAmoFloristeria and 
Empire Boxing. 

In one of the challenging 
matches of the tournament, 
Del Rosario subdued a bigger 
American opponent whom he 
outfought from the opening 
bell before the referee 
stopped the fight after his op-
ponent suffered fatigue and 
pain. 

In a usual show of sportsman-
ship, Brayden and his father-
coach Rob del Rosario shook 
the hands of his rivals’ coach-
es and parents after each 
match. 

Brayden further won their 
hearts as well as the whole 
crowd when he gave them a 
hug after the hand-
shake.  Moreover, he didn’t 

raise his hands in victory, not 
even once, and instead only 
bowed in respect. 

 “I want to show everyone that 
Filipinos are respectful and 
honorable,” Brayden said. 

“I’m happy I won for my coun-
try and team, but this will just 
make me train better and help 
me be better.  Thank you to all 
my opponents.  They were 
cool!” he added. 

Later, he also decided to join 
the under-10 35kg division to 
warm up. Though he had just 
turned seven weighing 30kg., 
he stunned everyone with a 
huge throw and only lost by 
points.   

“I taught my son the virtues of 
humility and grace which are 
the key factors to becoming a 
true peaceful warrior,” said 
Rob del Rosario. 

Teammate Eli Claravall, 13, 
gained a hard-earned bronze 
against more experienced, 
larger opponents while 
Mathew Soriano, also 13, won 
a few matches but gave in to 
fatigue after a delayed flight 
and no sleep. 

Brayden represented Team 
Empire as well as his judo 
team UJFC, led by the Divina 
family, and the Philippine Judo 
Federation.  THE PHILIPPINE 
STAR 

Brayden Del Rosario waves the Philippine flag after clinching the 
gold medal in the 30-kg. class of judo  

Philippines' Angelia Ong is  
Miss Earth 2015 

MANILA, Philippines - It's a 
back-to-back win for the Phil-
ippines. 

Philippines' Angelia Ong is 

named Miss Earth 2015 pag-
eant, held at the Marx Halle in 
Vienna, Austria on Saturday, 
Dec, 5. 

25-year-old Ong succeeds 
fellow Filipina Jamie Herrell 
to become the new Miss 
Earth. 

Australia's Dayanna Grageda 
is name Miss Earth - Air (first 
runner-up), USA's Brittany 
Payne is Miss Earth - Water 
(second runner-up) and 
Brazil's Thiessa Sickert is Miss 
Earth - Fire (third runner-up). 

With Ong's win, the Philip-
pines has won the Miss Earth 
title three times; Karla Henry 
won the title in 2008 and Her-
rell in 2014. 

This is also the first back-to-
back win in the history of Miss 
Earth since it started in 2001.  

The Miss Earth pageant is 
considered as among the 
world's four largest beauty 
pageants, along with the Miss 
Universe, Miss World, and 
Miss International.  THE PHIL-
IPPINE STAR 

The Philippines wins the Miss Earth pageant for the second year in 
a row.  Photo from Miss Earth's official Facebook page  

Philippines a must-see in 2016, 
says National Geographic 

MANILA - The editors of Na-
tional Geographic Traveler 
have chosen the Philippines 
as one of the 20 best travel 
destinations in the world in 
2016. 

On its website, the magazine's 
Erik Trinidad described the 
country as "a mix of tribal 
pride, Catholic fervor, Ameri-

can pop-culture savvy, and 
tropical affability." 

"Most visitors don’t linger in 
the muggy, traffic-clogged 
capital, Manila, but you should 
explore at least one of the 
Spanish churches in the old, 
walled center of Intramuros 
and stroll around Manila Bay 
at sunset," Trinidad suggest-

ed. 

He also mentioned the pink 
sands of Great Santa Cruz Is-
land, the black sands of Albay, 
the picturesque diving spots 
in Palawan, Apo, and Siargao, 
as well as the rich biodiversity 
that can be found in Minda-
nao. 

"On the southern isle of Min-
danao, more than 1,300 land 
species --including the endan-
gered Philippine eagle -- re-
side in Mount Hamiguitan 
Range Wildlife Sanctuary, 
which recently joined north-
ern Luzon’s rice terraces as a 
World Heritage site," Trinidad 
said. 

Other "must-see" places on 
the list are Canada's South 
Georgia, France's Cote d'Or, 
Brazil's Rio Grande do Norte, 
Scotland's Glasgow, Green-
land, Hawai'i Volcanoes Na-
tional Park, Japan's Hokkaido, 
New York City, Botswana's 
Okavango Delta, and Poland's 
Masurian Lake District. ABS-

CBNnews.com 

In every family, there’s always an odd one out—and in the clan of 
Asia-Pacific nations, that member would be the Philippines, says 
National Geographic Traveler. Photo: National Geographic Crea-
tive 

Dept. of Interior. The combi-
nation of persons from two 
units at NAIA for organized 
crime can only infer 
“syndicate.” 

Not all the NBI, but only a few 
sycophants, are to blame for 
this shameless politicking. 
The vast majority of investi-
gators and officers surely 
wince at being shamed by 
those who blindly follow the 
leader. For them, there will 
be a day of reckoning. 

As for Honrado’s mere pres-

ence at NAIA, nepotism is 
both mismanagement and 
misdeed, both punishable by 
law. And Abaya? His name 
now is being parodied by an-
gry Netizens as “A-Bala,” in 
double meaning for “busy 
with bullets.” 

* * * 

Speaking of NAIA, Abaya has 
ignored since 2012 offers of 
San Miguel Corp. to improve 
the airport at no cost to gov-
ernment. Could the reason be 
in the very phrase, “no cost to 
government,” which means 
no kickbacks to be had? 

SMC president Ramon S. 
Ang’s proposal is two-phased. 

First, he would pave a new 
runway adjacent to the out-
dated T-shaped original. That 
would have solved the run-
way congestion – two hours 
delay in takeoffs and half-
hours in landings, plus more 
in connecting flights and oth-
er airports. 

The second part was to build 
an entirely new complex on 
larger acreage nearby south, 
with four runways, and mod-
ern passenger and cargo ter-
minals. That would have put 
NAIA at par with Hong Kong 
and Singapore, and boosted 
tourism and investments. 

But “over-educated” Abaya 
would hear nothing of it. He 

couldn’t deliver to SMC the 
right-of-way from the squat-
ters occupying the site of the 
additional runway. Too, he 
wants any new complex to be 
located at Sangley Naval Base, 
in his Cavite congressional 
district, his political dynasty’s 
bailiwick. Such airport at San-
gley would require billions of 
pesos in sea dredging and 
land reclamation, not to men-
tion paving of new highways 
to replace the traffic-
congested ones from Manila 
and the rest of Luzon. 

Abaya’s predecessor as 
transport chief, Mar Roxas, 
had refused to make the Di-
osdado Macapagal Interna-

tional Airport an extension of 
NAIA. Reason: that bigger 
airport at Clark Field, north of 
Manila, is named after the 
father of their self-declared 
enemy Gloria Macapagal Ar-
royo. 

The small-mindedness, greed 
and incompetence have mu-
tated into airport extortions 
and other rackets, runway 
and highway traffic, MRT-3 
and LRT-1 and -2 deteriora-
tion, low tourism and foreign 
investments, crime, business 
and employment losses, and 
other miseries to Filipinos. 
And they say we should have 
six more years of this?  THE 
PHILIPPINE STAR 

(Continued from page 7) 

HOW MANY GANGSTERS TO 

MAKE A SYNDICATE? 
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PASKO: Christmas in the Philippines  

Christmas in the Philippines revolves mainly 
around the spirit of giving and merry making.  
The Tagalog word Pasko derives from the Span-
ish word Pascua.  Although the word Pascua 
means Easter, Pascua de Navidad refers to 
Christmas.   

The Philippines is known for having the world’s 
longest Christmas season. The four months that 
end with the syllable –ber are considered Christ-
mas months, which is why stores and house-
holds start playing carols on the first day of Sep-

tember! And the holiday season extends beyond 
December 31st. It doesn’t end until the Feast of 
the Epiphany or Three Kings (Tatlong Hari) 
which falls around January 6. We also have 
the Simbang Gabi. Nine mornings before Christ-
mas, we commit ourselves to attend the early 
morning mass. Many of us believe that complet-
ing this will grant our wishes. It is also custom-
ary for Filipino families to sit down to a feast on 
Christmas Eve after the Christmas Eve mass. 
Called the Noche Buena, the feast is in part a 
thanksgiving for the blessings of the year past, 
as well as a prayerful feast for a prosperous year 
to come. Traditionally on every table are the 
jamon (ham) and queso de bola (cheese). 

Christmas morning sees children setting out to 
visit their godparents. It is customary for Filipi-
no children to kiss the hands (mano) of their 
godparents on Christmas Day. Godparents, in 
turn, have gifts (aguinaldo) waiting for the chil-
dren. ⦿ 

Karoling:  Groups of children (sometimes adults) go 
house to house, with drums  and tambourines in tow, 
to sing Christmas carols in exchange for some dona-
tion 

wide. 

The Philippines is the largest market for this 
brandy and is immensely popular and most 
sought up to this day. 

Andrew Tan is the man behind the locally popu-
lar “Emperador “ brandy, a takeoff of the Spanish 
brand. 

Fundador was bought by the Tan group for the 
sum of 275 million euros or P13.8 billion. 

Along with Fundador, Tan also bought a sky-
scraper in the city of Madrid, also in Spain mak-
ing him the largest investor so far in that Iberian 
country. 

In the Philippines Tan is ranked as the fourth 
richest man by Forbes magazine with a net 
worth of $2 Billion. He also owns Mega-
world,  and Golden Arches company, which owns 
the Philippine franchise for all McDonald’s res-
taurants. ⦿ 

(Continued from page 4) 

COUNTERPOINT:  HOODLUM PRESIDENT? 
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Community 

Birthday celebrant Kojack  (2nd from L) poses with TOM’s Lino Eroma and friends  

PHOTOS BY ARIEL RAMOS. 

Maribel Montemayor 

November birthday celebrants Jared, Anagaile, Maryanne, Cecile Santiago, Monica 
and  Blanche  

Caitlin De Juan turned 10.  Baby cousin 

Sebastian (18 mths) sneaks from behind. 

70th Birthday Celebration for Kojack Nov 

14 at Prestige Bar & Restaurant 

Happy 

Birthday 

From  

Waves News 

Ontario Filipino Women's Club (OFWC) held its Christmas Party on Nov. 20, 2015 at 
JC's Banquet Haus. Rebecca Reyes is the current president. PHOTO ARIEL RAMOS 

GKC Fundraising Event Leads to Completion of 106 New Homes for 
Families Affected by Typhoon Haiyan 

In November of 2013, the largest 
tropical storm in modern recorded 
history made landfall in the Philip-
pines. Its swath of destruction 
across southeast Asia was immense 
and it hit the Philippines particular-
ly hard, killing at least 6,300 peo-
ple.  

Entire towns were flattened, or 
simply washed away, displacing 
millions. The coastal community of 
Guiuan bore the full brunt of the 
storm’s force leading one BBC re-
porter to describe it as “a war 
zone.” Cities such as Tacloban and 
Palo saw widespread destruction 
with as much as 90 percent of the 
structures damaged or destroyed. 
In the days that followed, the Phil-
ippines faced a humanitarian crisis 
with 1.9 million homeless and more 
than 6 million displaced.  

Initial response from the interna-

tional community was strong and 
instrumental in the region’s initial 
recovery efforts.  

However, over two years later, the 
rebuilding efforts continue. One 
humanitarian relief organization 
has been there since the beginning 
and has showed no signs of slowing 
in its efforts to end poverty and 
help families in need. Gawad Kalin-
ga Canada (GKC) hosted a fundrais-
ing event at One King West in To-
ronto last month to help raise mon-
ey for rebuilding efforts in the Phil-
ippines.  

Members of the business communi-
ty, fundraising partners, including 
Luminus Financial, as well as 
Members of Parliament were 
among the attendees. GKC also 
played a video montage of some of 
the survivors of Typhoon Haiyan 
who shared their personal ac-

counts. Their stories of persever-
ance and strength in the face of un-
imaginable loss affected the at-
tendees deeply. Clearly, even two 
years on, more had to be done. 

As a result of the evening’s fund-
raising efforts, Gawad Kalinga Can-
ada announced it had raised 
enough money to successfully fund 
the completion of 106 new homes. 
The homes will be built for families 
of the hard-hit city of Palo, Leyte. 

The families expressed their grati-
tude, but reminded attendees that 
without their support, they were 
completely reliant on organizations 

LUMINUS FINANCIAL DONATES $2,500 AND THANKS GAWAD KALINGA FOR 

BEING AN INSPIRATION OF HOPE AND TRANSFORMATION.  PHOTO (L-R) Joan-

na Cheng (Luminus Financial; Member Relations Manager), Alfredo “Pidoy” 

Pacis (Gawad Kalinga Canada; Chairman) and Luis Oquinena (GK Philip-

pines; Executive Director)  

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE December 12 at PRINCE OF PEACE CHURCH.  
Knights of Columbus Assembly 2113 served as honour guards for their patron saint.  
Commander SK Dennis Marcelino; SK Darryl Marcelino; SK George R. Poblete, PGK, 
FDD, PFN, KC*HS; Host, Ms. Lyna Perez; Commander SK Ed Prillo, PGK, FDD; SK Keith 
Coutinho, PGK; SK Tav Bulaong and Commander SK Alex Rondilla.  PHOTO D.Orbeso 

TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 
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Filipino Centre Toronto Offers Job-Specific 
Mentoring Program to Internationally Trained 
Newcomers 
In a determined effort as part of its 
community outreach services, the Fili-
pino Centre Toronto (FCT) launches its 
Mentoring Program recently. The Pro-
gram is being rolled out to the Filipino 
Canadian community and other ethnic 
communities in partnership with the 
Toronto Region Immigrants Employ-
ment Council (TRIEC), with funding 
from the "New Horizons for Seniors 
Program". 

The FCT- TRIEC Mentoring Program 
aims to bring together internationally 
educated newcomer- immigrants and 
established Filipino Canadian profes-
sionals in occupation-specific mentor-
ing relationships. The Program hopes 
to contribute and meet the need of 
skilled Filipinos and other immigrants 
for successful career adjustment and 
integration into the Canadian labour 
market. Skilled newcomers entering 
the Program are given the opportunity 
to acquire information & insights and 
access to professional networks 
through a one-to-one professional 
mentoring process. 

TRIEC was formed in 2003 to find so-
lutions to the unemployment and un-
deremployment of immigrants.  It is 
helping newcomers establish profes-
sional connections through mentoring 
and developing tools and programs to 
support employers and newcomers 
with integration in the Greater Toron-
to Region labour market.  The Filipino 
Centre Toronto, organized in 2000, is a 
community-based, volunteer-run non-
profit organization and has been serv-
ing the Filipino Canadian and other 
ethnic communities through its com-
munity development and outreach & 
integration initiatives engaging stu-

dents, youths, seniors, and profession-
als. 

Currently, FCT is encouraging and in-
viting experienced & practicing Filipi-
no Canadian professionals to get in-
volved by engaging and offering their 
expertise as Volunteer Mentors in the 
Program. On one hand, Filipino new-
comers are encouraged to join the Pro-
gram as Mentees. 

To become a Mentee, one "must have 
lived in Canada for less than 3 years 
and have limited or no Canadian expe-
rience; have the required English 
skills; have at least a bachelor's degree 
or equivalent; be eligible to work in 
Canada; currently unemployed or un-
deremployed; and currently actively 
seeking work." 

"Mentors must have worked in their 
field for at least 3 years and have a 
combination of industry knowledge 
and experience They should have ac-
tive links to professional associations 
and business networks and recent ex-
perience in their occupational field." 

Mentors and Mentees are requested to 
"commit to a total of 24 hours over 
four months. Meetings between them 
can be in person, online, over the 
phone and include referral meetings" 
on arranged schedules. 

For applications and further infor-
mation about the FCT -TRIEC Mentor-
ing Partnership Program, contact Mary 
Ann San Juan at: mas-
j0515@gmail.com,Tel. 416- 728-9313 
or Wendy Arena at:  wendyare-
na@rogers.com, Tel.416-928-0355.
(TSJ). 

December 4, 2015  
 

Welcome, baby  

Damian Carter Mendoza 

Damian with happy and proud parents, Myles Mendoza and Charmain Estacion  

Baby Damian Mendoza was born Dec 
4, 2015 at 11:32 AM in Scarborough, 
Ontario weighing at 7.5 lbs.   

Baby Damian is the first grandchild for 
both paternal grandparents, Tony Boy 
& Nancy (Mabilangan) Mendoza of 
Batangas and maternal grandparents, 
Tony and Cecille Estacion of Manila. 

Dad Myles 1992        Baby Damian 2015 

Father and Son 

Netizens reported spending seven 
hours just inching their way though 
the 24-km Edsa. According to a post, 
one could already complete the 240-
km road trip from Manila to Baguio 
City in that length of time. 

A pitiful scene greeted fashion stylist 
Robbie Franciso when he landed at 
Ninoy Aquino International Airport 
(Naia) from Hong Kong around mid-

night: Scores of new arrivals like him 
were forced to spend the night at Ter-
minal 3 for lack of rides going out of 
Naia. 

“There were very few airport taxis 
available and the queue of passengers 
was very long. It really felt like the 
‘gates of hell,’” Francisco said, refer-
ring to an unflattering phrase used in 
a Dan Brown novel to describe the 
congested, chaotic parts of the me-
tropolis. 

A group of people offered him a ride 
in a private car to his San Juan City 
residence for P1,800, but Francisco 

declined. He ended up waiting at Naia 
for two more hours for a taxi until a 
friend who had just landed at Termi-
nal 3 offered him a ride home in the 
latter’s car. 

“Tourists who arrived also around 
that time may have been traumatized 
by the experience and may never re-
turn to the country,” Francisco said. “I 
hope the government finds a long-
term solution to this. Move the air-
port to Clark and complement it with 
high-speed railway, like in Shanghai, 
Tokyo and Hong Kong.” 

The P15.86-billion Naia Expressway 

project is intended to address the 
problem Francisco had experienced, 
by alleviating traffic congestion on 
roads leading to the airport. Once 
complete, the four-lane elevated ex-
pressway will run for 7 km from 
Sales Road in Pasay City to Macapagal 
Avenue in Paran aque City. 

However, contractor DMCI moved its 
target date of completion from Octo-
ber this year (supposedly in time for 
the Apec summit) to April 2016. With 
reports from Kristine Felisse 
Mangunay and Ramon H. 
Royandoyan – INQUIRER.NET 

(Continued from page 3) 

“NONA” TORMENTS METRO  

MANILA WITH “CARMAGEDDON” 

mailto:masj0515@gmail.com,Tel
mailto:masj0515@gmail.com,Tel
tel:416-%20728-9313
mailto:wendyarena@rogers.com
mailto:wendyarena@rogers.com
tel:416-928-0355
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December 9, 2015  
 
 

Welcome, baby 
  

Riley 
Teresa 
Castro 

We are proud to present 
the newest member of 

the Waves Family:  

Miss Riley!   
Congratulations to 
proud parents, Joey and 

Cassandra.  

God bless you, little 

NingNing!  

We love you, baby girl.  

Senate OKs Salary 
Standardization Law 
By: Maila Ager 

The Senate unanimous-
ly passed on the third and 
final reading on Monday the 
proposed Salary Standardi-
zation Law (SSL) that seeks 
to introduce a higher com-
pensation system for all gov-
ernment employees, includ-
ing nurses, teachers and sol-
diers starting next year. 

Fourteen senators voted to 
approve Senate Bill No. 
2671 with no negative vote 
or abstention. 

Those who voted were Sen-
ate President Franklin 
Drilon, Senators Sonny An-
gara, Bam Aquino, Nancy 
Binay, Pia Cayetano, JV Ejer-
cito and Francis Escudero. 

Senators Teofisto Guingona, 
Loren Legarda, Sergio Os-
mena, Aquilino “Koko” Pi-
mentel III, Ralph Recto, Vi-
cente “Tito” Sotto III, and 
Cynthia Villar also approved 
of the bill. 

Senator Antonio Trillanes 
IV, who sponsored the bill, 
said the SSL IV would be 
implemented in four tranch-
es, starting from January1, 
2016 to January 1, 2019. 

He said the bill will intro-
duce a new compensation 
and position classification 
system (CPCS) which would 
bring the pay of government 

personnel closer to prevail-
ing rates in the private sec-
tor, or to at least 70 percent 
of the market rate for all 
salary grades. 

“This means government 
personnel like nurses who 
are currently receiving 
P24,887 per month 
(underSalary Grade 15) will 
have their salaries raised to 
P26,192 next year. In the 
final year of the SSL, their 
monthly salaries will have 
been raised to P30,531,” 
Trillanes said in a statement. 

The minimum basic salary 
which could be received by 
civilian government person-
nel (Salary Grade 1 or 
“Administrative Aide”) 
would be raised from the 
current rate of P9,000 to 
P11, 068. 

Trillanes said a similar hike 
would be applied to the pay 
of military and uniformed 
personnel, as army privates, 
apprentice seamen and po-
lice officers of the lowest 
rank would have their 
monthly salaries raised from 
P14,834 to P16, 597. 

Aside from the increases in 
the monthly salary of gov-
ernment personnel, the pro-
posed measure also intro-

(Continued on page 19) 

CARLO KATIGBAK APPOINTED 
PRESIDENT AND CEO OF ABS-
CBN CORPORATION 
 

ABS-CBN Corporation announced the ap-
pointment of Carlo L. Katigbak as its new 
President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
effective January 1, 2016. 

Charo Santos-Concio will retire on December 
31, 2015 and will continue to serve the com-
pany as Chief Content Officer, President of 
ABS-CBN University, and Executive Adviser 
to the Chairman. Eugenio Lopez III remains 
the Chairman of the Board of ABS-CBN. 

Katigbak has 20 years combined experience 
in financial management and business opera-
tions, corporate planning, and general man-
agement. 

Prior to his appointment as Chief Operating 
Officer (COO) in March 2015, Katigbak was 
the Head of Access. He helped pave the com-
pany’s forays into promising technologies 
and ventures and managed the operations of 
Sky Cable, ABS-CBNmobile, and ABS-CBN 
TVplus. 

He began his career at Sky in 1994, handling 
various key positions which culminated with 
his appointment as VP for Provincial Opera-
tions of Sky in 1998. 

Katigbak was then assigned to establish the 
internet business of ABS-CBN in 1999. He 
served as Managing Director of ABS-CBN In-
teractive, which ventured into online and 
mobile businesses. 

He returned to Sky Cable and served as its 
COO from 2005 to 2012, and then its presi-
dent in 2013. Under his leadership, Sky 
launched the Digibox, which eventually 
staunched the number of illegal connections 
and allowed customers greater flexibility in 
customizing their subscriptions.  Sky also re-
launched its broadband products, which are 
now the fastest growing segment of its busi-
ness. 

Katigbak completed an Advanced Manage-
ment Program from Harvard Business School 
in 2009. He graduated from Ateneo de Ma-
nila University with a degree in Management 
Engineering in 1991. 

With my nurse 
Lalina Lucinera 

With my parents 
Cassie & Joey 

With my Mama 
& Papa 
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Maligayang Pasko at Masaganang Bagong Taon 2016!Maligayang Pasko at Masaganang Bagong Taon 2016!Maligayang Pasko at Masaganang Bagong Taon 2016!   

Maraming salamat sa inyong tiwala at suporta.Maraming salamat sa inyong tiwala at suporta.Maraming salamat sa inyong tiwala at suporta.   
Marco MendicinoMarco MendicinoMarco Mendicino   
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December 10, 2015, 

4:08p.m. - THE UNI-

VERSITY garnered the 

top spot in the Philip-

pines in terms of the 

"employability" of its 

graduates in a new 

ranking released by 

London's Quacquarelli-

Symonds (QS) last Nov. 

26. 

In the first edition of the QS Graduate Employability Rankings, UST 

placed in the 151-200 bracket after receiving a score of 34.4 percent. 

Ateneo de Manila was in the same bracket with 32.3 percent. 

Both universities were also in the Graduate Employment Rate list with 

the Ateneo at 19th place with 92.7 points. UST placed 22nd with 91.8 

points. 

UST is the only institution in the Philippines that ranked in the Employ-

ers Presence on Campus category, at 17th place with 90.3 points. 

Stanford University led the world rankings with a perfect score of 100, 

followed by fellow American institutions Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (99.6 points) and Harvard University (94.2 points). China’s 

Tsinghua University led Asia’s schools 

in employability, at ninth place. 

Last September, UST maintained its 

spot in the 701+ bracket of the World 

University Rankings. The University’s 

highest ranking in the main QS survey 

came in 2008 when it landed in the 

401-500 bracket. 

The London-based consultancy estab-

lished in 2004 said the pilot QS Gradu-

ate Employability Rankings “analyzed 

over 139,528 partnerships between 

employers and universities, along with 

47,000 employer survey responses, 

mapped over 16,000 alumni tertiary 

degrees, 1,239 universities considered, 

and 723 evaluated.” 

The QS Graduate Employability Rank-

ings is described as an extensive study 

started last October 2014, with five 

indicators for its methodology, namely: 

employment reputation (30 percent), 

partnerships with employers (25 per-

cent), alumni outcomes (20 percent), 

employers’ presence on campus (15 

percent), and graduate employment 

rate (10 percent). ⦿ 

UST is top university in 
PH for employability 
Roy Abhramn DR. Narra 
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National Shrine of our Mother of Perpetual Help 
 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

131 McCaul St, Toronto 

(416) 598-3269 

 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY MASS & DEVOTIONS: 
7:30 am * 9:30am * 12 noon, * 2:30pm * 5:05pm * 7:00pm 

 

Religious Inspirations Even the WAVES obey Him... 

Cardinal Tagle’s Year of 
Mercy opening message: 
‘End corruption’ 

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle 
has called for an end to cor-
ruption and abuse of wom-
en, children, and the op-
pressed at the opening of 
the Holy Year of Mercy in 
Manila. 

“Stop the rampant corrup-
tion. Stop the abuse of 
women and children. 
Spread mercy, stop the 
endless abuse of the weak,” 
Tagle said in Filipino dur-
ing the Mass to mark the 
event. 

The prelate opened the Ho-
ly Door at the Manila Cathe-
dral on Wednesday, Dec. 9, 
marking the beginning of 
the Extraordinary Jubilee of 
Mercy — a holy year for 
Catholics. 

He was accompanied by 
several persons with disa-
bilities (PWDs) and former 
street children under the 
care of Tulay ng Kabataan, 
Glyzelle Palomar and Jun 
Chura, who had a dialogue 
with Pope Francis in UST in 
Manila during the latter’s 
visit in January. 

Following them as they 

walked through the door-
way were priests, the reli-
gious, and hundreds of lay 
people. 

During the Mass, the cardi-
nal said corruption and op-
pression of the poor and 
the vulnerable must stop. 

Cardinal Tagle also chal-
lenged the faithful to make 
God’s mercy more evident 
in the world today. 

“This year we have a mis-
sion,” said Tagle. “The mis-
sion is to spread mercy… a 
mission to build up the 
world on the foundation to 
build God’s love,” he said. 

“Let us build a society on 
the foundation of the mer-
ciful Jesus and let one of us 
be a stone of a construction 
of just, truthful and loving 
society of mercy,” he added. 

Tagle also urged the people 
not only to enter through 
the Holy Doors of cathe-
drals and basilicas but also 
to go through “doors of 
charity” of the homeless, 
the poor, the imprisoned, 
and the sick. (R. Lagarde / 
CBCPNews) 

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle opened the Holy Door at the Manila 
Cathedral on Wednesday, Dec. 9, marking the beginning of the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy — a holy year for Catholics. (Photo: 
Roy Lagarde) 

Instead, the coming of the 
Lord “must fill our hearts 
with joy,” he said, noting 
that God is always someone 
who protects his people. 

In the contest of a history 
filled with great abuse and 
violence, especially by 
those in power, “God 
knows that he will reign 
over his people, he would 
never leave them at the 
mercy of the arrogance of 
its leaders, and will free 
them from all anxiety,” the 
Pope said. 

“Today we are asked not to 
let our hands grow weak 
because of doubt, impa-
tience or suffering,” but to 
place our trust in Lord. 

Pope Francis celebrated 
Mass for the third Sunday 
of Advent at the basilica of 
St. John Lateran. The day is 
often referred to by its Lat-
in name, Gaudete Sunday, 
which indicates that it is a 
day of ‘rejoicing’ as the 
birth of the Savior draws 
near. 

Before celebrating the Mass 
Francis opened the basili-
ca’s Holy Door for the Jubi-
lee of Mercy. He prayed for 
a brief moment on the 
threshold, and was fol-
lowed through by concele-
brants of the Mass, reli-
gious men and women and 
lay faithful. 

One of the novelties of 
Francis’ Holy Year of Mercy 
is that for the first time Ho-
ly Doors have been desig-
nated in particular dioces-
es. 

Cathedrals around the 
world will join the Pope in 
opening their own Holy 
Door’s on the same day, 
Gaudete Sunday. Following 
the Pope's Mass, Cardinal 
James Harvey celebrated 
Mass and opened the Holy 
Door at basilica of St. Paul's 
Outside the Walls. 

Pilgrims who pass through 
the door – which is only 
opened during Jubilee 
years – can receive a plena-
ry indulgence under the 
usual conditions. 

The opening of the door is 
meant to symbolically illus-
trate the idea that the 
Church’s faithful are of-
fered an “extraordinary 
path” toward salvation dur-
ing the time of jubilee. 

Francis officially inaugurat-
ed the Jubilee of Mercy, and 
Extraordinary Holy Year, 
on the Dec. 8 Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception 
by the opening of the Holy 
Door in St. Peter’s Basilica. 
It will close Nov. 20, 2016, 
on the Solemnity of Christ 
the King. 

In his homily, Pope Francis 
pointed to the prophet 
Zephaniah’s declaration in 
the first reading that “the 
Lord is near.” Because of 
this, “we should rejoice al-
ways, and with our affabil-
ity give witness of the 
closeness and care that God 
has for each person.” 

The “simple sign” of open-
ing the Holy Door is itself 
an invitation to joy, he said, 
because “it begins a time of 
the great forgiveness. It is 
the Jubilee of Mercy. 

The Jubilee is a time to re-
discover the presence of 
God in the world as well as 
his fatherly tenderness, 
Francis said, explaining in 
off-the-cuff remarks that 
God “doesn't like rigidity. 
He's a father, he's tender.” 

Pope Francis then pointed 
to the day’s Gospel from 
Luke, in which the people 
asked John the Baptist 
what they must do to pre-
pare for the coming of the 
Savior. 

“The Baptist’s response 
was immediate,” he said, 
noting how John’s invita-
tion to act justly and to look 
after those in need also ex-
tends to each of us today. 

While John’s demands were 
a reflection of what the law 
already prescribed, “we, 
however, are prompted 
toward a more radical com-
mitment,” Francis said. 

In looking at the Holy Door 
they will cross, each person 
is asked to become an in-
strument of mercy, 
“knowing that we will be 
judged on this,” he said. 

A person who is baptized 
“knows he has a greater 
commitment,” he observed, 
adding that faith in Christ 
“leads to a journey that 
lasts for a lifetime: to be 
merciful, like the Father.” 

“The joy of crossing the 
Gate of Mercy is accompa-
nied by a commitment to 
welcome and give witness 
to a love that goes beyond 
justice, a love that knows 
no boundaries. It is from 
this infinite love that we 
are responsible, in spite of 
our contradictions.” 

Pope Francis closed his 
homily by praying that eve-
ryone who passes through 
the Holy Door, the “Gate of 
Mercy,” would understand 
and welcome “the infinite 
love of our Heavenly Fa-
ther, who transforms and 
renews life.” - CNA/EWTN 
News 

(Continued from page 1) 

As Jesus' birth nears, sadness is 
'not allowed,' Pope says 

The Belen (Nativity) - Filipinos traditionally lay down baby Jesus on 
Christmas eve.  PHOTO BY WAVES. 

Vatican City, Dec 10, 2015 / 
03:33 pm (CNA).- With the 
launch of the Jubilee of Mer-
cy, Pope Francis’ reforms to 
the annulment process have 
gone into effect, giving more 
of a role to the local bishop, 
dropping automatic appeals, 
and ensuring that the pro-
cess is free of charge. 

The new process is aimed at 
streamlining the system for 
granting annulments out of 
concern “for the salvation of 

souls” while affirming the 
longstanding Catholic teach-
ing on marriage indissolubil-
ity. 

Originally announced in Sep-
tember, the changes went 
into effect Dec. 8, the feast of 
the Immaculate Conception 
and the opening day of the 
Jubilee for Mercy. 

The changes were initially 
published in two motu pro-

(Continued on page 18) 

The new annulment 
process went into  
effect this week 
By Elise Harris 
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prio - or letters issued by the 
Pope “on his own initiative.” 
The documents were entitled 
“Mitis Iudex Dominus Ie-
sus” (The Lord Jesus, a meek 
judge), which deals with modi-
fications in the Latin Rite's 
Code of Canon Law, and “Mitis 
et misericors Iesus” (Jesus, 
meek and merciful), which 
outlines changes for Eastern 
Churches who, although in full 
communion with Rome, have 
historically had a different 
process. 

Both documents reflect many 
of the same changes, however 
instead of bishops, “Mitis et 
misericors Iesu” refers to East-
ern patriarchs and eparchies. 

In a brief introduction, Pope 
Francis stressed that his ad-
justments “do not favor the 
nullifying of marriages but the 
promptness of the processes.” 

He said that he decided to 
make the changes in line with 
the desire of his brother bish-
ops, who during last year’s 
extraordinary synod on the 
family called for the process to 
be “faster and more accessi-
ble.” 

Many have criticized the cur-
rent process of obtaining an 
annulment for being long, 
complex and in some places, 
too expensive. 

Reform was also required due 
to “the enormous number of 
faithful who…too often are 
diverted from juridical struc-
tures of the Church due to 
physical or moral distance,” 
the Pope said, adding that 
“charity and mercy” require 
the Church as mother to draw 
close to her children who con-
sider themselves far off. 

Among the more significant 
changes the Pope made were 
dropping the automatic appeal 
needed after a decision on nul-
lity has been reached, as well 
as allowing local bishops to 
make their own judgements on 
“evident” cases of marriage 
nullity. 

Until now, once a decision had 
been made to declare a mar-
riage null, the ruling was auto-
matically appealed to another 
body, a practice many have 
blamed for unnecessary delays 
in the process. 

With Francis’ new changes, 
only one judgement will be 
needed. However, in the case 
that it is appealed, the Pope 
said that appeals can be done 
in the nearest metropolitan 
diocese, rather than needing to 
go to Rome. 

He also decided that each dio-
cese throughout the world will 
have the responsibility to 
name a judge or tribunal to 
process incoming cases. 

The bishop can be the only 
judge, or he can establish a 

(Continued from page 17) 

THE NEW ANNULMENT 

PROCESS... 

(Continued on page 25) 
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ceremonial signing of barrels 
at Bodegas Fundador in Jerez. 

Tan wrote “A New Era Begins” 
while Emperador president 
CEO Winston Co wrote “Sa 
Totoong Tagumpay” (for real 
success), which has been the 
slogan of Emperador for 
years. 

The ceremony was witnessed 
by Fundador executives and 
employees late Monday morn-
ing in Spain. Tan and Co 
signed the messages and the 
historic date of Nov. 30, 2015. 

Close to Tan’s heart 

Tan said in a statement that 
the investment was “really 
close to my heart.” 

“I haven’t really slept for 
weeks thinking about this. 
And now, I am very happy 
that I made this important 
decision of buying this largest 
and oldest brandy in Spain 
that has also been a very icon-
ic brand to Filipinos for more 
than a century,” he added. 

Fundador carries significant 
sentimental value to Tan be-
cause 42 years ago, on the 
evening after he graduated 
magna cum laude with a Busi-
ness Administration degree 
from the University of the 
East, he first encountered the 

brand. 

Three bottles on graduation 

His late father, Tan Ha, had 
invited his friends and rela-
tives to celebrate the younger 
Tan’sgraduation. They opened 
and eventually finished three 
bottles of Fundador. Thus, for 
Tan, Fundador never fails to 
bring back memories of a spe-
cial moment shared with his 
father. 

The investment cements the 
Philippines’ position as one of 
the largest investors in Spain, 
said Carlos Salinas, Philippine 
ambassador to Spain. 

“We are very happy that this 
particular event has taken 
place because it makes a mark 
that the Philippines is looking 
more and more into Spain for 
possible investments,” Salinas 
said in a statement. 

“As a matter of fact, the Philip-
pines now is one of the largest 
investors in Spain and we 
welcome this, as now we are 
able to make a mark, we are 
able to make 
a strong presence, we are able 
to be on the radar of the glob-
al investment arena,” he said. 

The purchase will have an 
immediate positive impact on 
Emperador’s bottom line, ac-
cording to Co. 

More than 100 countries 

“The acquisition of the Span-

ish assets and Fundador bran-
dy is immediately accretive 
both to Emperador’s revenue 
and net income. With the 
combined global reach of 
Whyte and Mackay and Fun-
dador, our expanded product 
portfolio will have access to 
more than 100 countries 
around the world,” Co said. 

“[Also] in our pipeline are 
several proudly Philippine-
made products that we intend 
to introduce to the interna-
tional markets starting next 
year,” Co added. 

Last year, Emperador ac-
quired Whyte and Mackay 
Ltd., the world’s fifth largest 
Scotch whiskey company. 
Among its brands are The 
Dalmore and Jura Single Malt 
Scotch Whiskies, Whyte & 
Mackay and John Barr Blend-
ed Scotch Whiskies and Vladi-
var Vodka. 

As of September, Emperador 
Inc. has generated 45 percent 
more revenue, reaching P29 
billion. Net income, mean-
while, reached P4.7 billion, up 
3 percent from the same peri-
od last year, on the back of 
improving domestic volumes. 

It has also expanded its local 
products with the launch of 
Smirnoff Mule in May as well 
as Andy Player Whisky, to add 
to the best-selling Emperador 
Light.  PHILIPPINE DAILY IN-
QUIRER ⦿ 

(Continued from page 7) 

ANDREW TAN’S EMPERA… 

duces an improved set 
of allowances and benefits, 
such as 14th month pay, a 
mid-year bonus, and an en-
hanced performance-based 
bonus which can be equal or 
double the monthly salary. 

“The bill will maximize the 
employees’ net take-home 
pay and recognize the gov-
ernment personnel who play 
a greater role and carry a 
heavier responsibility in im-
proving government perfor-
mance,” Trillanes said. 

Trillanes also said the higher 
wages to be introduced un-
der the bill would serve as 
an “anti-corruption meas-
ure.” 

“Due to the competitive 
compensation package, 
our public servants can be 
effectively discouraged from 
resorting to scrupulous ac-
tivities in order to augment 
their meager income and 
instead, focus their efforts 
and energy on serving 
the public, curbing corrup-
tion, and cutting red tape,” 
he said. 

Drilon said the SSL IV was 
also intended to attract 
more professionals into 
the public workforce by 
making compensation for all 
civilian government person-
nel “competitive with those 
doing comparable work in 
the private sector,” noting 
that a study commissioned 
by the Department of Budget 
and Management pegged the 

government’s pay scheme at 
45 percent below market. 

He said reforming the low 
pay rates in the public sector 
“would help address the 
191, 988 still unfilledposi-
tions in government, which 
inadvertently affects the 
smooth delivery of services 
to the people.” 

Trillanes said the pay in-
crease for military and uni-
formed personnel also 
sought to promote “pay eq-
uity for an effective, effi-
cient, committed, competent 
and motivated corps of offic-
ers and enlisted personnel.” 

Drilon earlier said Congress 
would try to submit the bill 
to Malacanang for President 
Benigno Aquino III’s signa-
ture before the year ends so 
that employees, except for 
incumbent elected national 
officials, would be able to 
enjoy the 
new salary package starting 
January 1, 2016. 

The Senate had earlier ap-
proved the 2016 General 
Appropriations Act, which 
already included 
a P50.7 billion allocation for 
the implementation of the 
first tranche of wage hikes 
planned under the SSL IV 
next year. INQUIRER.NET 

(Continued from page 12) 

SENATE OKS SALARY STAND-

ARDIZATION LAW 
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CONSUMERLINE 

Ching M. Alano  (Reprinted from Philstar) 

World Financial Group executive Agnes Miranda and Gawad Kalinga Canada chairman 
Pidoy Pacis , Tony A. San Juan and Co- anchor Karen Tan  posed at interview break 
during Talakayan Radyo Filipino AM 1430 broadcast on December 5, 2015 at Fairchild 
Radio Station.( Photo by May Cabrias). 

When Christmas comes, can the holi-
day binging be far behind? 

Hoho-of course — eat, drink and be 
wary! 

Holiday binging or not, we’re confront-
ed every day with this nagging ques-
tion: How safe is the food we eat? 

Sharing a mouthful on the issue of food 
safety is Glenwood Technologies which 
recently celebrated its 20th anniver-
sary in the Philippines, with public and 
private sectors pledging to make the 
Philippines a food-safe country. Ad-
dressing an issue that’s close to our 
hearts, nay, stomachs, the event was 
graced by some of the best minds who 
continue to develop and improve the 
food safety landscape in the country, 
like Dr. Teodulo Topacio Jr., national 
scientist, Dr. Sonia de Leon, the first 
food technologist in the Philippines; 
Pamela Forshage, vice president for 
technology of Universal Robina Corpo-
ration and VP of the Philippine Associa-
tion of Food Technologists. 

The event also launched the third issue 

of Food Safety Trends Philippines, the 
very first magazine to tackle food safe-
ty and quality awareness, from farm to 
table, with focus on the Philippine set-
ting. The issue includes such absorbing 
topics as: dining out safely, catering 
tips on how to handle food, food safety 
according to our chefs, five-star food 
safety, and the Philippines as a food 
destination. For instance, on handling 
leftover food, did you know that hot 
leftovers should cool before storage 
while cold leftovers must be refrigerat-
ed immediately? That hot food must be 
kept hot, cold food must be kept cold 
before serving? Now, we know! 

When dining out (which we do a lot of 
not just during the holiday season), 
know that even if a restaurant looks 
clean, it’s no guarantee that the food 
there is safe to eat as most restaurants 
don’t have the HACCP (Hazard Analysis 
and Critical Control Point) food safety 
programs. 

Glenwood Technologies gives us more 
to chew on in this Q & A: 

PHILIPPINE STAR: What are the cur-

rent food safety issues in the coun-
try now? 

CECILE R. ILAGAN: Recently, food-
borne outbreaks have been reported, 
which could be attributed to various 
factors. Food safety is a vast topic, 
which covers checking of raw materials 
to end products, food handlers, the 
process of food handling itself, the en-
vironment, to hygiene and sanitation, 
etc. While the private sector has been 
exerting efforts in assuring the safety 
of their products, awareness and strict-
er implementation should be done. The 
Philippines has a dynamic composition 
when it comes to food production, thus 
it won’t be an easy journey. The Philip-
pines is now developing its program, 
especially with the signing into law of 
Republic Act 10611 or the Food Safety 
Act of 2013. With the presence of this 
law, we’d be needing stricter imple-
mentation and monitoring, and tracea-
bility is very important in making sure 
that in every step of the process, food 
safety is assured. It is not an overnight 
thing, thus the partnership of the pub-
lic and private sectors is a must, and 
consumers must be well aware also of 
what food safety is. It is in this regard 
that we share food safety information 
not just with the industry but practical-
ly with everyone who needs it; food 
safety education is a vital part of food 
safety assurance.  

How safe is our street food? Who’s 
monitoring our street food? We now 
have a lot of food trucks. How safe is 
food being sold there? Is there also 
somebody monitoring the safety of 
food in the school canteens? 

Food Business Operators are responsi-
ble for the production of safe food, and 
are bound by regulations. When it 
comes to roles and responsibilities in 

monitoring food safety in the country, 
Article V, Sec. 15 of RA10611 states the 
following: 

a) The DA shall be responsible for food 
safety in the primary production and 
post-harvest stages of the food supply 
chain and foods locally produced or 
imported in this category. 

b) The DOH shall be responsible for the 
safety of processed and prepackaged 
foods, foods locally produced or im-
ported under this category, and the 
conduct of monitoring and epidemio-
logical studies on food-borne illnesses. 

c) The LGUs shall be responsible for 
food safety in food businesses such as, 
but not limited to, activities in slaugh-
terhouses, dressing plants, fish ports, 
wet markets, supermarkets, school 
canteens, restaurants, catering estab-
lishments, and water refilling stations. 
The LGU shall also be responsible for 
street food sale, including ambulant 
vending. 

d) The DILG, in collaboration with the 
DA, the DOH, and other government 
agencies shall supervise the enforce-
ment of food safety and sanitary rules 
and regulations as well as the inspec-
tion and compliance of business estab-
lishments and facilities within its terri-
torial jurisdiction. 

e) The LGUs may be called upon by the 
DOH and the DA to assist in the imple-
mentation of food laws, other relevant 
regulations, and those that will hereaf-
ter be issued. 

f) The DA and the DOH shall capacitate 
the LGUs and provide necessary tech-
nical assistance in the implementation 
of their food safety functions under 
their jurisdiction. In compliance with 

(Continued on page 21) 

Safe eating in an 
unsafe world 

dena, officiated in that ceremonies 
recognizing the "rescue of Jews" dur-
ing World War II. 

There is also the story of the White 
Russians who fled to the Philippines 
to escape Communist rule. There 
were called White Russians because 
they did not accept the Russian Reds 
or communists as they are called. 

In the late 1970s, after Vietnam fell, 

thousands of "boat people" or refu-
gees from South Vietnam who resist-
ed comment rule were quarantined 
in Morong, Bataan for processing 
before their acceptance to the United 
States. 

Some of these Vietnamese refugees 
preferred to stay in the Philippines. 

So you see, the Philippines has a long 
history of kindness and hospitality to 
people in need - whatever the colour, 
race or creed.⦿ 

(Continued from page 4) 

EDITORIAL:  LET’S HELP 

Typical indulgence food for Christmas.  PHOTO BY WAVES. 
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Liberal MP Bill Blair pledges 
support for LUMAD campaign 

Scarborough Southwest Liberal MP 
Bill Blair declared his commitment to 
advocate for the beleaguered indige-
nous people of Mindanao after listen-
ing to discussions after an ecumenical 
service in Toronto held for the 
Lumads.  Organized by the Interna-
tional Coalition on Human Rights in 
the Philippines (ICHRP) Canada com-
mittee, the service was held last No-
vember 29 from 3pm-5pm at St. Dun-
stans Church in Scarborough. The ser-
vice, led by Rev. Irene Ty of the United 
Church of Canada (UCC), was also 
concelebrated by Rev. Bob McElhin-
ney of the UCC and Rev. Dante Coloma 
of the Iglesia Filipina Independiente 
(IFI). 

The ecumenical service was followed 
by a one-hour community discussion 
on Lumad issues.  There were cultural 
presentations and a short film screen-
ing on mining.  A question and answer 
portion was also facilitated by Connie 
Sorio of KAIROS Canada.  The Filipino 
community and guests from other 
communities participated in the dis-
cussion of the human rights violations 
committed against the Lumad people, 
including the public executions of 
community leaders, the killing of ad-
vocates, and the massive displace-
ment of indigenous communities in 
Mindanao. 

Member of Parliament Bill Blair ex-
pressed his concerns on the plight of 
the Lumads and thanked the organiz-
ers for helping him understand the 
human rights violations being done 
against the indigenous people in the 
Philippines. 

"Certainly it's an interesting oppor-
tunity to learn about the concerns of 
the Lumad people in the Philippines 

and about the support they are get-
ting from the Filipino community and 
I hope to learn more and we have 
made arrangements to do that", Blair 
said in a brief interview with Radyo 
Migrante. 

MP Bill Blair said that the human 
rights concerns of the Lumads are as 
important a discussion as those issues 
concerning the First Nations of Cana-
da and of other countries. As MP Blair 
learned, currently there are several 
Canadian mining companies operat-
ing in the Philippines, most of which 
are located in the southern part of 
Mindanao. 

"One of my responsibilities as Mem-
ber of Parliament is to support and 
serve the community who helped me 
get elected and to listen to their con-
cerns and do everything I can to ad-
dress those concerns. But again I need 
to have a better understanding of ex-
actly what can and should be done by 
the Canadian government regarding 
the human rights issues and I pledge 
to work with the Filipino community 
so we can address those issues and 
learn from these issues", Blair added.  

The event was sponsored by the 
ICHRP Canada committee, in coopera-
tion with Migrante Canada, the Philip-
pine Advancement Through Arts and 
Culture (PATAC) and KAIROS Canada.  
It was held as part of the worldwide 
campaign for the protection of the 
indigenous Lumad people and their 
ancestral lands against the destruc-
tive mining companies and the esca-
lating militarization in Mindanao. To 
date, at least 13 people have been 
killed, including the murdered school 
director and two Lumad leaders in 
Surigao del Sur.  ⦿ 

this responsibility, they shall provide 
training to the DILG and the LGUs and 
shall periodically assess the effective-
ness of these training programs in co-
ordination with the DILG. 

g) The DA and the DOH, in cooperation 
with the LGUs, shall monitor the pres-
ence of biological, chemical, and physi-
cal contaminants in food to determine 
the nature and sources of food safety 
hazards in the food supply chain. 

Thus, with your question on whose 
responsibilities this would fall, the 
LGUs have a large role to play especial-
ly with the establishments under their 
respective territories. 

With the fast-approaching holiday 
season and people doing their food 
groceries or eating out, what food 
safety tips can you give to the pub-
lic? 

Be prudent in choosing the products 
you buy. Be mindful and observant 
also of how food products are pre-
pared or handled, and consider the 
environment where food is prepared. 
Be a smart consumer and food prepar-

er. Food safety doesn’t stop with pur-
chasing food but also with the prepa-
ration of our own food at home. Food 
safety is encompassing and to have 
more knowledge on food safety, espe-
cially on facts and some pieces of ad-
vice, visit facebook.com/
foodsafetytrendsph, twitter.com/
foodsafetyph or instagram.com/
foodsafetytrendsph; or send inquiries 
to gti --
info@glenwoodtechnologies.com 
or foodsafetytrend-
sph@gmail.com.  

It will also be helpful if individual-
ly, we become advocates of food 
safety. Like us at Glenwood, we 
value our role as advocates of food 
safety awareness. While we give 
premium to providing the needs of 
the industry in assuring that the 
products reaching the market are 
safe for consumption, we also 
make sure that individually, we are 
conscious consumers, food prepar-
ers, and food safety advocates as 
well. 

The interplay of the roles of gov-
ernment, the private sector, and 
individuals is significant in uplift-
ing the food safety culture in the 
Philippines ⦿ 

(Continued from page 20) 

SAFE EATING IN AN UNSAFE 

WORLD... 

Felix Manalo (the movie) 
premiere in Toronto 

The biopic “Felix Manalo”, portrayed by Dennis Trillo, was premiered for the Toron-
to audience at the Global Kingdom Ministries in Scarborough on Saturday, Dec. 12.  
The movie, which tells the story of religious group Iglesia ni Cristo founder Felix 
Manalo, broke the  Guinness world records twice for largest audience for a film 
screening and largest audience at a film premiere when first shown at the Philippine 
Arena in Bulacan.  PHOTO BY WAVES.  

mailto:gti%20--info@glenwoodtechnologies.com
mailto:gti%20--info@glenwoodtechnologies.com
https://us-mg61.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=foodsafetytrendsph@gmail.com
https://us-mg61.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=foodsafetytrendsph@gmail.com
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LBC Express Inc., in its mission to have cargo 
services more accessible in Ontario, opened 3 
sea and air cargo agents across the province.   

On October 30, 2015, LBC launched its Air Car-
go services in Scarborough, ON with partner FV 
Foods in Lawrence and Bathurst. In a fun get 
together, Raffy Policarpio – LBC Head Canada 
and Melchor  Galeon - owner of FV Foods wel-
comed guests and patrons in both locations for 
some food, fun and prizes.   

On November 14, 2015, LBC Express launched 
its partnership with Barrie Fiesta Foods Ltd, in 
Barrie Ontario. Barrie Fiesta, located at 304B 
Dunlop Street Unit 4, Barrie ON L4N7L2  now 

accepts sea and air cargo services is owned by 
Cecile Asuncion. 

Lastly, on November 21, 2015, LBC expanded 
its coverage and launched its Sea and Air Cargo 
services at Guelph, Ontario with Global Kaba-
bayan Enterprises. Global Kababayan Enter-
prises is owned by Rommel and Rachel Ceniza 
and is located at 216 Fleming Road, Guelph, ON 
N1E0L5.  

LBC continues to make its services more acces-
sible to the Filipino community through the 
support of the community!  LBC likes to move 
it, so move your packages with LBC!   

LBC Express Inc is the Philippines’ market 
leader in courier products, parcels and cargo 
logistics and remittance payments. With its 
network of 4,400 locations, partners and 
agents LBC is growing steadily and commits to 
moving lives, business and communities in the 
Philippines and across the globe. Founded in 
1945 as a brokerage and air cargo agent, LBC 
Express pioneered time sensitive cargo deliv-
ery and 24-hour door to door delivery in the 
Philippines. LBC can move it for you:  

visit us at www.lbcexpress.com  
or call 1-888-652-2522 

Business TO ADVERTISE please email at filipinonewswaves@gmail.com 

LBC Makes its Air and Sea Cargo 
services more accessible 

Jollibee Gears for 
Canada Opening 

Executives of Jollibee USA 
called on H.E. Ambassador 
Petronila P. Garcia in Ottawa 
in a prelude to the opening of 
Jollibee stores across Canada. 

Maribeth D. dela Cruz, Vice 
President and General Manag-
er of Jollibee USA, with 
Mackey Dimaculangan, Opera-
tions Director, and Carol Ro-
driguez, Marketing Head for 
Jollibee, Red Ribbon, and 
Chowking, were welcomed by 
Ambassador Garcia, as well as 
DCM Norman Garibay, and 
Consul General Eric Gerardo 
Tamayo. They discussed Jol-
libee’s efforts to open branch-
es in areas of Canada where 
there are both high and dense 
concentrations of Filipino-
Canadians, as well as a high 
patronage of quick service 
restaurants among Canadians. 

The quick-service restaurant 
(QSR) industry in Canada is 
sustaining a growth trajecto-
ry. According to the Canadian 
Chain Restaurant Industry 
Review, an extensive research 
report commissioned by GE 
Capital and compiled by 
fsSTRATEGY and NPD Group 
Canada, the most frequent 
users of QSRs are Canadians 
aged 18 to 34, even as those 
belonging to the group of 55 
years of age, are visiting QSRs 
more often. 

The entry of Jollibee in Canada 
bodes well for the growing 
Filipino food movement in 
North America. This month, 
Filipino cuisine came into re-
newed prominence as the 
Philippine entry to the 2015 
Embassy Chef Challenge was 
given two awards at the 2015 
Embassy Chef Challenge in 
Ottawa on November 5. Filipi-
no-Canadian chef Jil Aranas 
entered her version of kinulob 
na itik, an epicurean delight of 
the province of Laguna where 
she was raised before migrat-

ing to Canada at the age of 15.  

Bolstering the movement fur-
ther is the recent swing of the 
SALO project of Yana Gil-
buena. In summer, Chef Gil-
buena took her roving dinner 
project across Canada teach-
ing diners the way of eating 
kamayan-style feasts 
(traditional Filipino method of 
eating with one’s hands).  

The year also saw the opening 
of the first and only Filipino 
food truck in Ottawa. Meryen-
da Snack Specializes in Filipi-
no flavours with a fresh and 
unique twist from its founders 
Mark Coronel and Paul Cas-
tanos. With their combined 
restaurant experience and 
their shared love of Filipino 
Food, the two chefs decided 
that it was time to go into 
business for themselves and 
introduce Philippine cuisine 
to the Ottawa community. 

The Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation itself notes that 
Jollibee is well-known around 
the world for its pineapple-
topped hamburgers, peach-
mango pie and "Chickenjoy" 
fried chicken. The food chain 
has 2,833 stores worldwide 
and Jollibee Foods Corp. is the 
biggest fast food restaurant 
operator in The Philippines.   

Founded in 1978, Jollibee has 
branches across the globe and 
with 32 branches in the Unit-
ed States. Its entry into Cana-
da follows the growing Filipi-
no population in the country.  

In 2014, the Philippines was 
the largest source country of 
new migrants into Canada. 
Almost 700,000 people of Fili-
pino descent now call Canada 
their home. Tagalog is the 
fastest growing language, and 
Filipinos now comprise the 
third largest visible minority 
in the country.  ⦿ 

Officials of Jollibee USA call on Ambassador Garcia. Mmes. Mari-
beth D. dela Cruz, Vice President and General Manager of Jollibee 
USA, Mackey Dimaculangan, Operations Director, and Carol Rodri-
guez, Marketing Head for Jollibee, Red Ribbon, and Chowking, pre-
sent Ambassador Garcia and Consul General Eric Tamayo with the 
iconic mascot. The life-size figure of Jollibee is expected to wel-
come Canadians at Jollibee stores opening across the country. 

Andrew Tan buys Madrid  
skyscraper 
By Iris Gonzales 

MANILA, Philippines - Filipino 
taipan Andrew Tan is on a 
buying spree in Spain. 

After acquiring Spain’s oldest 
brandy Fundador, Tan has 
bought the 57-story, 230-
meter Torre Espacio (Spanish 
for Space Tower) for about 
P11.5 billion. 

Tan’s Emperador Inc., which 
acquired Fundador, said in a 
statement that the purchase 
was made “in his personal 
capacity and remains as a pri-
vate investment of his family.” 

Tan acquired the property 
from Spain’s Grupo Villar Mir, 
primary shareholder of the 
OHL Group. 

The embassies of Australia, 
Canada and the United King-
dom reportedly have offices in 
the building, located on prime 
property. 

Forbes estimates Tan’s net 
worth at $3.7 billion. 

Emperador Inc., the liquor 
company which Tan chairs, 
said it is not involved in the 
Torre acquisition. 

Nevertheless, the company 
announced last week a deal 
that strengthens its presence 
in Spain. 

It has acquired Beam Suntory, 
a Spanish liquor company 
which sells global brands Fun-
dador Pedro Domecq, in yet 
another deal that adds to the 
growing number of Filipino 
companies    embarking on 
global acquisitions. 

The “all-cash deal” amounting 
to P13.8 billion or 275 million 
euros strengthens Empera-
dor’s dominant position as the 
number one brandy company 
in the Philippines and in the 
world, officials said yesterday. 

In a disclosure to the Philip-
pine Stock Exchange (PSE), 
Emperador said that its Grupo 
Emperador Spain S.A. has 
reached an agreement with 

Beam Suntory to acquire the 
company’s Spanish brandy 
and sherry business in Jerez, 
the brandy capital of Spain. 

Winston Co, Emperador Inc. 
president, said the acquisition 
would boost Emperador’s rev-
enue and income. 

“The acquisition of the Span-
ish assets and Fundador Bran-
dy is immediately accretive 
both to Emperador’s revenue 
and net income,” he said. 

“With the combined global 
reach of Whyte & Mackay and 
Fundador, our expanded 
product portfolio will have 
access to more than 100 coun-
tries around the world.  

“In our pipeline are several 
proudly Philippine-made 
products that we intend to 
introduce to the international 
markets starting next year.”  

In November 2006, Torre Es-
pacio surpassed the height of 
the Gran Hotel Bali, becoming 
the tallest building in Spain. 

The structure was topped out 
on March 19, 2007. That night, 
Alberto Ruiz Gallardo n, mayor 
of Madrid, attended a ceremo-
ny with fireworks to com-

(Continued on page 23) 
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memorate the event. At 230 

meters, it also became the 
tallest structure in Spain, 
surpassing the telecommu-
nications tower Tor-
respan a. 

Torre de Cristal, one of the 
neighboring skyscrapers at 
the Cuatro Torres Business 
Area, surpassed the height 
of Torre Espacio in April 

2007. 

The building project was 
featured on the Discovery 
Channel’s Build It Bigger 
series due to the skyscrap-
er’s unique form and shape. 

It was designed by Ameri-
can architect Henry N. 
Cobb,  a partner in the firm 
Pei Cobb Freed, and built 
by OHL. 

In 2009, it became the new 
home of the British embas-
sy in Madrid.  THE PHILIP-
PINE STAR ⦿ 

(Continued from page 22) 

ANDREW TAN BUYS MA-

DRID SKYSCRAPER 

Nonito Donaire outslugs Juarez to win WBO title 
Nonito Donaire Jr survives a life and death challenge from Mexican Cesar Juarez to once again become a world champion 

Ryan Songalia 

MANILA, Philippines - 
Nonito Donaire Jr. survived a 
life-and-death challenge 
from tough Mexican Cesar 
Juarez to win the vacant 
WBO junior featherweight 
title by a unanimous deci-
sion at Coliseo Roberto 
Clemente on Saturday, De-
cember 12 (Manila time). 

The scores were all in favor 
of the Filipino-American 
boxer, 116-110, 116-110 and 
117-109, as Donaire closes 
2015 once again a world 
champion. 

Donaire, who has won titles 
in 4 weight classes, appeared 
on his way to an early blow-
out victory, landing a coun-
ter right hand in the opening 
round that stunned Juarez as 
much with speed as it did 
with power. Donaire scored 
two knockdowns in the 
fourth round, the product of 
his trademark left hooks, but 
Juarez rose up each time and 
continued to apply pressure 
in hopes of wearing his op-
ponent down. 

Just as it seemed Donaire (36
-3, 23 knockouts) was on the 
verge of a blowout win, Jua-
rez (17-4, 13 KOs) came 
right back. The second half 

of the fight was just as much 
a fight for survival as it was 
for victory. 

By the sixth round the 
roughness of the fight was 
beginning to wear more on 
the 33-year-old Donaire, as 
his left eye swelled and he 
limped noticeably after turn-
ing his ankle. Donaire was 
cut on his right eye in round 
7 as Juarez sensed his win-
dow of opportunity and 
landed more frequently on a 
slowing Donaire. 

The 24-year-old Juarez, who 
earned this shot by scoring 
upsets over Cesar Seda and 
Juan Carlos Sanchez Jr, pres-
sured Donaire to the ropes 
late in the fight, and should 
have been credited with a 
knockdown in round 10 as 
Donaire went down on the 
back end of a left hook. Still, 
Donaire had enough in the 
tank to land effective punch-
es off the ropes in round 11 
as Juarez tried to take a 
breather. 

Donaire could have had the 
awareness to avoid contact 
in round 12 and sit on his 
early lead. Instead, he fought 
like a champion, swinging 
for the fences with rights 

and lefts as Juarez searched 
for the one punch that could 
erase Donaire's early work 
and score a knockout victo-
ry. 

"I will definitely give him a 
rematch," Donaire said in the 
post-fight interview, as quot-
ed by Agence France-Presse. 

"The judges were not fair," 
Juarez said afterwards. "It 
was much closer, like a one 
or two point fight. But I do 
think Donaire won." 

The win marks the first time 
Donaire has held a title at 
122 since 2013, following his 
decision loss to Guillermo 
Rigondeaux, and gives him 
his first title belt since losing 
the WBA featherweight title 
by knockout to Nicholas 
Walters in October of 2014. 
The title had been stripped 
of Rigondeaux by the WBO 
due to the inactivity of the 
unbeaten Cuban. 

Donaire joins WBO/The Ring 
magazine junior flyweight 
champ Donnie Nietes as the 
only two current Filipino 

boxing world champions. –
Rappler.com 

FILIPINO FLASH. Nonito Donaire Jr scored two early knockdowns 
but had to survive the desperate rally of Cesar Juarez to hang on 
to victory. File photo by Ritchie B. Tongo/EPA 

http://www.rappler.com/authorprofile/ryan-songalia
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Pinoy comedian part of new NBC 
show 'Superstore' 
Yong Chavez 

HOLLYWOOD - Criticisms 
about the lack of diversity in 
Hollywood films have been 
growing in recent years. But 
there’s a medium where tal-
ents of color, including Filipi-
nos, are making huge strides.  

2015 is a breakthrough year 
for Filipino actors on Ameri-
can television. One of them 
got a big role on a prime time 
show. 

Filipino comedian Nico Santos 
is adept at stealing scenes as 
"Mateo" in "Superstore," the 
new NBC hit show with Ugly 

Betty’s America Ferrera and 
Ben Feldman. 

The NBC prime time comedy 
from the producer of "The 
Office" is about the lives of the 
workers in a super-sized 
store, a familiar place for 
many Americans. 

This is Santos's biggest break 
so far in Hollywood. 

"When I read the pilot, there 
was really something about 
Mateo that I sort of just really 
related to. I was born and 
raised in the Philippines and it 

seems like from the pilot’s 
perspective, it’s like him hav-
ing the same story and trajec-
tory so I was like, 'I could to-
tally play this part.' He was 
originally written to be played 
by a Latino tough guy, which 
clearly I am. I just thought that 
the lines were so funny and 
the script was so amazingly 
funny," Santos said. 

The show aired a preview re-
cently and received good rat-
ings. 

Santos said he enjoys playing 
his character’s crazy antics. 

"I guess people will just relate 
to how hungry he is for the 
'American Dream', and how 
he'll stop at nothing to get his 
way. There’s definitely a lot of 
similarities between me and 
Mateo," he said. 

Before getting his big TV 
break, Santos regularly per-
formed as a stand-up comic.  
 
As a regular cast member on 
"Superstore," he has more 
opportunities now to show-
case his comedic talents. 
"Superstore" will resume air-
ing its season 1 in January.  

ROBIN PADILLA 
RETURNS AS A 
KAPAMILYA!  

Robin Padilla returns as a Kapamilya after signing a two-year 

contract with ABS-CBN yesterday, December 09. One of his up-

coming projects is a father-and-child themed teleserye. “I am 

always excited. ABS-CBN has always been progressive for it con-

sistently offers new taste of shows,” Binoe shared. Present in the 

contract signing were (L-R) Robin Padilla's manager Betchay 

Vidanes, ABS-CBN Free TV – Channel 2 and DTT Channels head 

Cory Vidanes, ABS-CBN chief operating officer Carlo Katigbak, 

and TV Production head Laurenti Dyogi. 

Kapamilya shows and stars recognized 

ABS-CBN named ‘Most Innovative Network’ 
in 1st GCIC Innovative Awards 
ABS-CBN Corporation was 
recognized as the ‘Most Inno-
vative Network’ in the inaugu-
ral Global City Innovative Col-
lege (GCIC) awards held re-
cently.  

ABS-CBN programs, stars, and 
personalities won a total of 11 
awards during the ceremo-
nies including ‘Most Innova-
tive Television series’ for “On 
The Wings Of Love” and ‘Most 
Innovative Sunday Noontime 
Show’ for “ASAP 20.” 

Jodi Sta. Maria, meanwhile, 
won the ‘Most Innovative Ac-
tress award’ for her portrayal 
of Amor Powers in “Pangako 
Sa 'Yo,” and Paulo Avelino 
was named the ‘Most Innova-
tive Actor’ for his role as Car-
los Antonio in “Bridges of 
Love.”  

Recognitions were also given 
to Kapamilya personalities 
Karen Davila, who won ‘Most 
Innovative Female Newscast-
er,’ Boy Abunda, who was 
hailed as the ‘Most Innovative 
Male Television Host,’ and 
Kris Aquino, who was chosen 

as the ‘Most Innovative Fe-
male Television Host.’ 

News and Current Affairs pro-
grams “TV Patrol,” 
“Matanglawin,” and “Umagang 
Kay Ganda,” on the other 
hand, were named as ‘Most 
Innovative News Program,’ 
‘Most Innovative Educational 
Program,’ and ‘Most Innova-
tive Morning Program’ re-
spectively. 

Organized by Global City In-
novative College, the GCIC is 

awarded to media products in 
television that are deemed 
innovators in the industry. 

Some of the award-winning 
Kapamilya shows were seen 
while some continue to be 
seen all over the world via 
The Filipino Channel’s (TFC) 
video-on-demand (IPTV and 
TFC.tv), satellite, and cable 
platforms worldwide as well 
as via its mobile service in the 
U.S., and Middle East. ⦿ 
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Charo Santos-Concio impresses media industry, wins 
hearts of Filipinos in New York 

NEW YORK, NY, DECEMBER 4, 2015 – The recent 
visit of ABS-CBN President, Chief Executive Officer 
and Chief Content Officer Charo Santos-Concio to 
New York provided an opportunity for many to ad-
vance their understanding on the significant role that 
the head of the Philippines’ leading information and 
entertainment multimedia conglomerate plays in the 
global Filipino community and in the international 
media industry. 
 
Casting A Spotlight On The Next Wave of Global 
TV 
 
Santos-Concio reinforced her role as an internation-
al industry leader by being the first Filipina media 
executive to chair the gala of the International Em-
mys (iEmmys), now on its 43rd year, with the awards 
ceremony last November 23 at Hilton Midtown Man-
hattan drawing a global who’s who of the industry. 

  
Hosted by popular Egyptian satirist Bassem Youssef, 
dubbed the “Jon Stewart of the Arab world”, 
the iEmmys was graced by, among others: Downton 
Abbey creator and writer Julian Fellowes who was 
presented the honorary International Emmy Found-
ers Award by the show’s executive producer Gareth 
Neame and actress Elizabeth McGovern, who stars 
in said show as Cora Crawley, Countess of Grantham; 

award-winning actor Michael Douglas who present-
ed the honorary International Emmy Directorate 
Award to Richard Plepler, chairman and CEO of 
HBO; Tovah Feldshuh and Michael Cudlitz who 
play Deanna Moore and Abraham Ford, respectively, 
in AMC’s The Walking Dead; Mozhan Marnò who 
plays former Mossad agent and assassin Samar 

Navabi in NBC’s The Blacklist; Robin Taylor who 
plays The Penguin on Fox’s Gotham; Tony Best Ac-
tress in a Musical (Pippin) awardee Patina Mil-
ler of The Hunger Games Mockingjay Parts 1 and 
2; Lea DeLaria of Netflix’s Orange is the New 
Black;  George Takei of the classic Star Trek TV se-
ries and films and who currently stars in the hit 
Broadway musical, Allegiance, with Filipina Laurence 
Olivier and Tony Best Actress in a Musical (Miss Sai-
gon) awardee Lea Salonga. 
 
The Philippines’ foremost lead actor Piolo Pascual, 
who joined Santos-Concio at the red carpet (shown 
in photo above by NMFernandez), presented 
with Karla Mosley, Maya Avant in CBS’ daytime soap 
opera, The Bold and the Beautiful, the Best Telenovela 
award to Brazil’s Imperio (Empire). 
  
In the December 4 issue of The Hollywood Report-
er, the iEmmys was described as “the gold standard 
for global TV, consistently ahead of the curve on 
worldwide viewing trends.” Bruce L. Paisner, presi-
dent & CEO of the International Academy of Televi-
sion Arts & Sciences, is quoted in said story as saying 
that “this is truly the era of international television, 
and we are the people to showcase it.” 

  
"Ms. Charo Santos-Concio is an internationally re-
spected broadcast producer and executive who has 
spearheaded the growth of her organization to a 
leading position in the Philippines and the region 
beyond," said Paisner. "We are delighted to have her 
Chair our 2015 International Emmy Awards Gala." 
 
Joining Santos-Concio and Pascual at 
the iEmmys were ABS-CBN Head of Integrated Ac-
quisition and International Sales Distribution Evelyn 
“Leng” Raymundo, ABS-CBN Talent Management 
and Development Center Managing Director Mariole 
Alberto, ABS-CBN Head of Integrated Corporate 
Communication Kane Choa and Santos-Concio’s 
stepdaughter Rina Concio-Quinto (all shown from 
left to right with make-up artist RB Chanco in a pho-
to above by NMFernandez). 
 
CELEBRATING  FILIPINO HISTORY, ART AND  
TALENT AT THE ASIA SOCIETY MUSEUM 
WITH PHILIPPINE GOLD BENEFIT COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS.  

From left, ABS-CBN Global Head of Corporate Af-
fairs & PR Nerissa Fernandez, Monette Rivera of 
TFC Adobo Nation’s “NY Chika”, Aureo Sales, Dr. 
Angie Cruz, Agnes Jamora, Asia Society Executive 
Vice President Tom Nagorski, actor Piolo Pascual, 
ABS-CBN President, CEO & COO Charo Santos-
Concio, Ayala Museum Consulting Curator Florina 
Capistrano-Baker, Edwin Josue, Marilyn Abalos, 
Jerry Sibal, ABS-CBN Head of Integrated Acquisi-
tion and International Sales Distribution Leng Ray-
mundo, Don Tagala of TFC’s Balitang America and 
ABS-CBN Head of Integrated Corporate Communi-
cation Kane Choa. (Photo by Ellen Wallop/Asia 

Society) 

ABS-CBN President, CEO and CCO solidifies international leadership status with impactful public engagements in the Big Apple  

A joyful Christmas party for ex-PLDT employees 

A Christmas get-together for happy bunch of ex-PLDT employees and their families was held on Nov 22 at the 
Prestige Bar and Restaurant.  It was a night of good food and entertainment, great company, warm camaraderie, 
Christmas gifts, door prizes, dancing  and lots of fun!  PHOTO COURTESY OF FROILAN CARLOS 

three-member tribunal. If a three-member tribu-
nal is established, it must have at least one cleric, 
while the other two members can be laypersons. 

Francis has also declared that the annulment pro-
cess will be free of charge. Although the practice is 
already in place in many dioceses around the 
world, the new change makes it universal. 

In his introduction, the Pope recognized that the 
streamlined process, particularly the new proce-
dures surrounding the decisions made by bishops, 
could raise concern over the Church’s teaching on 
the indissolubility of marriage. 

“It has not escaped me how an abbreviated judg-
ment might put the principle of indissolubility of 
marriage at risk,” he said. 

“Indeed, because of this I wanted that in this pro-
cess the judge would be composed of the bishop, 
so that the strength of his pastoral office is, with 
Peter, the best guarantee of Catholic unity in faith 
and discipline.” 

The Pope also explained that he wanted to offer 
the new process to bishops so it can be “applied in 
cases in which the accused nullity of the marriage 
is sustained by particularly evident arguments.” 
CNA 

(Continued from page 18) 

THE NEW ANNULMENT PROCESS…. 
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Mon Torralba 

MUSIC STAND 

 

Thank you to the followers of this page.   
For requests to publish the chords of your favourite OPM songs,  

please continue to email us at wavesnews247@gmail.com. 

"Music is what feelings sound like"  

KUMUKUTIKUTITAP 
Joey Albert 
Words & Music:  Ryan Cayabyab 
 
Intro: F11 …. 

 
Verse 1 
 
       BbM7                  Bb6 

   Kumukutikutitap, bumubusi-busilak 
          Fm7         Bb7                     EbM7 

   Ganyan ang indak ng mga bombilya 
  Ebm7 Ab7        C#M7 GbM7 
   Kikindat-kindat,  kukurap-kurap 
  Cm7                        F6 

   Pinaglalaruan ang iyong mga mata 
 
Verse 2 
 
        BbM7                  Bb6 
   Kumukutikutitap, bumubusi-busilak 
          Fm7           Bb7     EbM7 

   Ganyan ang kurap ng mga bituin 
  Ebm7  Ab7       C#M7    F#M7 

   Tumitibok-tibok, sumisinuk-sinok 
           Cm7                          F6       BbM7 
   Koronahan mo pa ng palarang bituin 
 
Refrain 1 
 
    Ebm9      Ab13     DbM9 Bbm7 

   Iba't-ibang palamuti 
      Ebm7 Ab7    DbM7   
   Ating isabit sa puno 
        F#m7  B7        EM7       

   Buhusan ng mga kulay 
              Ebm7sus  Cm7        F11 break 
   Tambakan ng      mga regalo 
 

 

 

Verse 3 
 
  BbM7                Bb6 

   Tumitibok-tibok, sumisinuk-sinok 
           Fm7           Bb7      EbM7 

   Wag lang malundo sasabihin 
   Ebm7   Ab7           C#M7      F#M7 
   Pupulu-pulupot, paikot ng paikot 
           Cm7               F6      BbM7 

   Koronahan ng palarang bituin 
 
Refrain 2 
   
   Ebm9              Ab13  DbM9 Bbm7 
   Dagdagan mo pa ng kendi 
        Ebm7   Ab7            DbM7   

   Ribbon, eskoses at bohita 
        F#m7      B7            EM7       

   Habang lalong dumadami 
       Ebmsus  Cm7            F11 break                                   

   Regalo        mo'y dagdagan 
 
Repeat Verse3 & Refrain 2 except last line  
 
       Ebmsus  Cm7             F11 F#11                                   

   Regalo        mo'y dagdagan 
 
 
        BM7                   B6 

   Kumukutikutitap, bumubusi-busilak 
          F#m          B7         EM7 
   Ganyan ang kurap ng mga bituin 
  Em7    A7       DM7       GM7 

   Tumitibok-tibok, sumisinuk-sinok 
           C#m                          F#11 F#7b9   B                    

   Koronahan mo pa ng palarang             bituin 
 
…...G#m7-F#11-B  

HIMIG NG PASKO 
APO Hiking Society 
Music:  Ruben Tagalog 
Lyrics:  Serapio Ramos 

 
Intro: C  F  Em  Dm  G11-G  CM9  G11-G 

 
Verse 1  
           C               F              C 
   Malamig ang simoy ng hangin 
              C          G/B              C 

   Kay saya ng bawat damdamin 
            C              F            C 

   Ang tibok ng puso sa dibdib 
            C                G          C 

   Para bang hulog na ng langit 
 
Refrain 
     G/B                           C 
   Himig ng pasko'y laganap 
          G/B                     C 

   Mayro'ng sigla ang lahat 
        D                       G 

   Wala ang kalungkutan 
        D                     G   G7 

   Lubos ang kasiyahan 
 
Verse 2                
               C           F       C   
   Himig ng pasko'y umiiral 
            C           G/B       C 

   Sa loob ng bawat tahanan 
             C            F          C 

   Masaya ang mga tanawin 
             C             G              C 

   May awit ang simoy ng hangin 
 
   (Repeat Refrain) 
 
   (Repeat Verse 2) 
 
   Adlib: C  F  C  
              C  G/B  C 
 
            C              F            C 

   Ang tibok ng puso sa dibdib 
             C               G            C  F  Em  Dm   

   Para bang hulog na ng langit 
……..G11-G  CM9 

ANG PASKO AY SUMAPIT 

Intro: A / Dm-Bm7b5 / Am-FM7 / E7 / Am 

 

Verse 1 
 
Am 

Ang Pasko ay sumapit 

                              E 

Tayo ay mangagsi-awit 

Ng magagandang himig 

              E7                 Am 

Dahil sa Diyos ay pag-ibig 

Am 

Nang si Kristo’y isilang 

A7               A7/C#          Dm 

May tatlong haring nagsidalaw 

Bm7b5           Am  

At ang bawat isa ay nagsipaghan- 

E                         Am 

dog ng tanging alay 

 

Chorus 

 

G               (G/B)        C 

 Bagong taon ay magbagong buhay 

E              (E/G#)      Am 

Nang lumigaya ang ating bayan 

Dm                         Am 

Tayo’y magsikap upang makamtan 

           B7                 E 

Natin ang kasaganahan 

 

Verse 2 

 
Am 

Tayo’y mangagsi-awit 

                                      E 

Habang ang mundo’y tahimik 

Ang araw ay sumapit 

                                      Am 

Ng sanggol na dulot ng langit 

Am 

Tayo ay magmahalan 

A7            A7/C#              Dm 

Ating sundin ang gintong aral 

B7b5m              Am 

At magmula ngayon 

                        E                     Am 

Kahit hindi pasko ay magbigayan 

Adlib: Am-A7-Dm / Dm-Am-E-Am- 

(Repeat II and III) 

Wishing you  
a very merry Christmas  
and a prosperous new year! 
 

                       From:  Waves News staff    

WAVES NEWS CROSSES 
INTERNATIONAL 
BOUNDARIES! 

WAVES NEWS CROSSES 
INTERNATIONAL 
BOUNDARIES! 

Hafa Adai FMNW Canada, 
Greetings from Guam, 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS..... 
 
Congrats to your newly elected Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau. He looks very 
elegant with the Barong Tagalog and 
very supportive on the last APEC Meeting 
held in Manila as well. 

Watched him Via TFC TV Patrol ABS CBN 
interviewed by news anchor. 

Hope he can address and help make 
solution to the container trashes shipped 
in the Philippines. 

God Bless and More Power to Filipinos 
making News waves. 

To God be all the Glory. 

All the best, 

Andy O. Padilla Jr. 
Filipino Community of Guam, Member  
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