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“We live in the greatest country   in 
the world, and I want Canadians to 
know that it has been my honour 
and my privilege to serve them...”  
 

Jim Flaherty 1949-2014 
Former Finance Minister 

After victory over Bradley 

NOT RETIRING YET:  PACQUIAO 

“My journey in boxing will contin-
ue”, thus declared newly crowned 
World Welterweight champ Manny 
Pacquiao a day after regaining his 
title with a victory over Timothy 
Bradley April 12 in Las Vegas, Neva-
da. 

With the win, Pacquiao exacted 
“sweet revenge” on his controversial 
loss to Bradley some two years ago 
in the same venue and ended specu-
lations that his career is on the 
downswing after two consecutive 
losses, one from Bradley and a vi-
cious knockout from Juan Manuel 
Marquez in 2013. 

However, in November of last year, 
Manny made an astonishing come-
back with an emphatic beating of 
top welterweight contender Bran-
don Rios in Macau. 

Earlier, Pacquiao’s wife Jinky, had 
wished her husband would put 
down his gloves after his triumph 
over Bradley. 

Already, there are talks of 
Pacquiao’s next opponent most 
probably a fifth fight with Juan Ma-
nuel Marquez but the most antici-
pated megafight or “Dream match” 

against Floyd Mayweather seems to 
be in the backburner but Pacquiao 
has expressed hope that it will mate-
rialize. 

“My lines are open 24 hours” said 
Pacquiao, meaning he is ready to 
negotiate whenever possible. 

Had Manny lost this fight, it could 
have had disastrous consequences 
to both his boxing and political ca-

reer.   

He is being groomed to be the run-
ning mate of presidential contender 
Vice President Jejomar Binay and 
many believe the tandem is the team 
to beat in the next presidential elec-
tions on 2016. 

Fourteen year old Isabella Santiago (L), with proud parents Ann & Allan, will represent 
Toronto at the PNT Canada wide search finals to be held in Vancouver, BC. 

Who’s Next? 

  Juan Manuel Marquez                                         Floyd Mayweather 

Filipinos Making Waves Festival 
homegrown performer wins  
1st Pinoy New Talent  - Toronto 
junior division 
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SC declares RH law 
constitutional 
By Buena Bernal 

The Court unanimously upholds substantial provisions of 
the law, but justices vote separately to strike down certain 
portions. Advocates are preparing for the next battle: en-

suring the government funds and implements it. 

BAGUIO CITY, Philippines 
(8th UPDATE) – The Su-
preme Court (SC) unani-
mously declared Republic 
Act 10354 or the reproduc-
tive health (RH) law consti-
tutional but voted to strike 
down 8 provisions partially 
or in full. 

SC spokesman Theodore Te 
said in a press briefing on 
Tuesday, April 8: "The RH 
law is not unconsitutional." 

An SC insider said the "core 
provisions were upheld." 

Te explained to reporters 
later that all the justices 
considered the basic law 
consitutional "except those 
provisions they declared 
unconstitutional." 

The law requires govern-
ment health centers to hand 
out free condoms and birth 
control pills, as well as man-
dating that sex education be 
taught in schools.  

It also requires that public 
health workers receive fam-
ily planning training, while 
post-abortion medical care 
is also legalized. 

President Benigno Aquino 
III defied Catholic church 
pressure and signed the law 
into effect in December 
2012, but the Supreme 
Court quickly suspended it 
after church groups filed 
petitions arguing it was un-
constitutional.  

The following are the 8 pro-
visions of the law struck 
down by the SC in full or 
partially: 

1.) Section 7, only insofar as 
it: (a) requires private 
health facilities, non-
maternity specialty hospi-
tals, and hospitals owned by 
religious groups to refer 
patients not in an emergen-
cy or life-threatening situa-
tion to another health facili-
ty which is conveniently 
accessible (b) provides ac-
cess to family planning and 
RH services to minors who 
have been pregnant or had a 
miscarriage without a pa-
rental consent 

The rest of Section 7, how-

ever, which provides access 
to family planning, was up-
held by the court, notably 
this line: "All accredited 
public health facilities shall 
provide a full range of mod-
ern family planning meth-
ods, which shall also include 
medical consultations, sup-
plies and necessary and rea-
sonable procedures for poor 
and marginalized couples 
having infertility issues who 
desire to have children."  

2.) Section 23-A-1, which 
punishes RH providers, re-
gardless of their religious 
belief, who fail or refuse to 
dissiminate information re-
garding RH services and 
programs 

3.) Section 23-A-2-i, which 
allows a married individual 
not in a life-threatening case 
to access RH procedures 
without the consent of the 
spouse 

4.) Section 23-A-3, insofar 
as it punishes an RH provid-
er who fails to refer any non
-life-threatening case to an-
other RH provider 

5.) Section 23-B, insofar as 
it punishes any public of-
ficer who refuses to support 
RH programs  

6.) Section 17, which man-
dates a 40-hour pro bono 
service by private and non-
government RH service pro-
viders, including gynecol-
ogists and obstetricians, as a 
prerequisite for PhilHealth 
accreditation 

7.) Section 3.01-A and J of 
the RH law Implementing 
Rules and Regulations 
(IRR), which defines aborti-
facients as "primarily" in-
ducing abortion instead of 
simply inducing abortion 

8.) Section 23-A-2-ii, which 
prohibits RH service provid-
ers from refusing to per-
form legal and medically-
safe reproductive health 
procedures on minors in 
non-life-threatening situa-
tions without parental con-
sent – Rappler.com 

 

Obama to visit PH on 
April 28-29 
ABS-CBNnews.com 

MANILA – United States 
President Barack Obama 
will arrive in the Philippines 
on April 28 as part of his 
visit to Asia, Philippine Am-
bassador to US Jose Cuisia 
confirmed. 

Cuisia confirmed the dates 
during a business forum in 
Makati City today. He said 
Obama will leave the Philip-
pines the following day, 
April 29. 

He said Obama will meet 
with Philippine President 
Benigno Aquino III to dis-
cuss defense and security 
cooperation, economic co-
operation, and people-to-
people exchanges, among 
others. 

Obama's trip to Manila is 
part of his four-country 
Asian tour. He is also set to 
visit South Korea, Japan and 
Malaysia. 

The US leader was supposed 
to visit the Philippines in 

October 2013 but it was 
cancelled due to the US gov-
ernment shutdown. 

Obama's visit to the Philip-
pines comes as the latter is 
embroiled in a simmering 
row with China over the 
West Philippine Sea (South 
China Sea). 

The US has for several times 
reiterated its commitment 

to its defense treaty with the 
Philippines, amid China's 
growing assertiveness in the 
disputed sea. 

The Obama administration 
has sought to assert US' in-
fluence in the region with its 
so-called ''Asia pivot'' in the 
face of a growing China. - 
report from dzMM 

MANILA – The Philippines 
said Friday it hopes to com-
plete a new defense accord 
with the United States ahead 
of a visit by President 
Barack Obama this month, 
as a territorial dispute with 
China simmers.  

The chief Philippine negotia-
tor, defense undersecretary 
Pio Lorenzo Batino, said in a 
statement the latest round 
of discussions about an in-
creased US military pres-
ence in the country was 
“very productive.”  

“This round brought us 
much closer to finding full 
consensus and the draft pro-
visions on key points of an 
enhanced defense coopera-
tion will be submitted to the 
president for his review,” 
Batino said.  

Philippine negotiators on 
Friday said the eighth round 
of talks on a proposed mili-
tary agreement had seen 
both sides “finding consen-
sus on key points of a draft”.  

The agreement proposes 
allowing more US troops, 
aircraft, and ships to pass 
through the Philippines, as 
well as storing equipment in 
this country that could help 
mobilize American forces 
faster – particularly in the 

case of natural disasters.  

The accord would provide 
“critical and timely support 
to the modernisation of the 
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (and the) achievement 
of the country’s minimum 
credible defense posture,” 
Batino’s statement said.  

The deal would not allow 
the US military to “establish 
a permanent military pres-
ence or base” or bring nucle-
ar weapons into the country, 
in line with the Philippine 
Constitution.  

The proposed agreement 
could be signed before Pres-
ident Obama visits the Phil-
ippines this month, a foreign 
department spokesman said.  

“We aim to conclude the ne-
gotiations before the Obama 
visit,” foreign department 
spokesman Charles Jose told 
AFP.  

Washington has said Obama 

will visit the Philippines at 
the end of April as part of a 
four-nation tour of East Asia.  

The United States had two 
large military bases near 
Manila until 1992, when it 
gave both up amid growing 
anti-US sentiment and a 
rental dispute.  

However the Philippines has 
been seeking greater US 
support in recent years after 
China began asserting its 
claim to disputed territory 
in the South China Sea.  

China claims almost all of 
the strategically important 
body of water, even up to 
the coasts of its neighbours.  

Last month, Chinese ships 
blocked Philippine vessels 
that were bringing supplies 
to a Philippine military out-
post, and in January Chinese 
ships used water cannon on 
Filipino fishermen near a 
disputed shoal.  

The Philippines has re-
sponded by filing a case with 
a United Nations tribunal to 
challenge China’s territorial 
claim.  

China has refused to partici-
pate in the case and has 
warned that the Philippines’ 
action has “seriously dam-
aged” bilateral ties.  

Philippines aims for US defense 
deal before Obama visit 
Agence France-Presse  

Pio Lorenzo Batino, Defense Un-
dersecretary and Chair of the Phil-
ippine negotiating panel. AFP FILE 
PHOTO 

  A friendly handshake.  PH President Aquino and US President Obama 

http://www.rappler.com/nation/18728-aquino-signs-rh-bill-into-law
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/agence-france-presse
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REFLECTIONS 
AND FAITH 

Love her, hate her, laugh at her antics or 
dancing and singing or ridicule her shame-
less display of naivete and ignorance or her 
bad Visayan English but Mommy Dionisia 
Pacquiao is all human, a woman and a 
mother first and foremost. 

I am now her admirer and a believer after 
seeing her on TV at the big fight in “Las 
Bigas”. 

Manny won the fight with his brilliant game 
plan of wearing down the younger Timothy 
Bradley (although the latter claims to have 
sprained his calf) but Mommy D’s presence 
in “Las Bigas” was the big difference, not the 
“voodoo-like” chant she did while the fight 
was in progress. 

It was Mommy D as the mother to a son that 
won the fight. It was Mommy D who was 
imploring the Lord that no harm would 
come to his son in that most crucial time of 
his career. 

It was a mother, who only wanted that her 
flesh and blood come off that big fight un-
scathed, unbloody and safe and sound into 
the welcoming arms of his family. 

In that moment and time, Mommy D was 
not the mother of a boxing superstar, a na-
tional sports treasure or a congressman, she 
was simply a “nanay, a mom, Nana or Inay”, 
the universal symbol of love and compas-
sion. 

With Mommy D at his side, an inspired 
Pacquiao clinched the biggest triumph of his 
life. 

Not only that, it was Mommy D who was a 
picture of magnanimity when she ap-
proached Timothy Bradley on the ring to 
offer her consolation to the vanquished 
fighter. “Sorry, sorry you lost” she was 
heard saying but Bradley assured her “no 
prob, no prob” meaning it’s alright I’m okay. 

How I wish a Mommy D would also be on 
my side or give comfort and strength to my 
two brothers who are facing their biggest 
challenges in their lives. 

But that won’t happen.  My Mommy D 

whom we call “Nana” had passed the 
“Pearly Gates” one year ago in May 5, 2013. 

But of course, like Mommy D, she would be 
here with her omnipresent aura of protec-
tiveness, love and inspiration. 

An invisible sentinel and an angel at all 
times.   

****** 

Oh by the way, Mommy D’s chants during 
the boxing match at “Las Bigas” got 8th place 
worldwide trending in Twitter making her 
an internet sensation. 

She was also dubbed as the “Internet 
Queen” as a result of that episode. 

Indeed “everything happens and stays in 
Las Bigas”. 

****** 

If there was a sour note or “fly in the oint-
ment” in Pacquiao’s redemption and bring-
ing honor to the Philippines, that would be 
one of Pnoy’s cabinet subaltern, that ubiqui-
tous tax lady named Kim Henares of the Bu-
reau of Internal Revenue or BIR. 

Days before the fight, Ms. Henares issued a 
statement to the media that Pacquiao is ob-
ligated to pay taxes after his Las Vegas fight. 

To which a reader commented “Bakit hindi 
makapaghintay itong epal na Kim na ito na 
maningil ng tax kay Manny eh hindi pa ta-
pos ang laban?  At bakit hindi niya singilin si 
Manny pagkatapos ng laban o sa pagdating 
niya sa Pilipinas sa halip na magbigay ng 
suporta, sinisira pa niya ang diskarte ni 
Manny”. 

My only take on this is maybe Kim Henares 
is indeed an epal who wants to get a share 
of the publicity hype surrounding the 
Pacquiao-Bradley media bandwagon or she 
wants to get “pogi points” from President 
Pnoy that she is doing her job or she is a 
plain publicity hound out to get mileage for 
future political plans. 

It’s a case of bad taste and bad timing at 
somebody’s expense. 

MOMMY D  
IN “LAS BIGAS”  

Semana Santa or Holy week among Filipinos is a much an-
ticipated period of each year. It means a lot for many rea-
sons. 

For one, it is time for them to renew their ties with their 
creator, a chance for cleansing and reflection of the soul. 

Have we been a good Christian or a better human being to-
wards our fellowmen? 

Did we subscribe to the fundamental rule of respecting eve-
ry man’s belief, creed and religion? 

Did we have time to pause to help others in need, feed the 
hungry, sheltered the homeless or consoled the sick and 
assist the elderly. 

This year, it will be much different in the light of what has 
been a very challenging year of 2013. 

We suffered and endured a series of disaster of massive 
magnitude in the earthquakes of Eastern Visayas, the 
world’s strongest super typhoon in “Yolanda” that nearly 
erased a part of Central and Eastern Visayas in the face of 
the earth and the thousands of lost lives and properties.  All 
of these, complicated further by the perennial floods year 
round have tested the resolve and resiliency of Filipinos. 

And so this year, Semana Santa will be very special among 
Filipinos as they  give thanks or include in their prayers 
their gratitude to God and many people and nations all over 
the world in consoling with them, providing them much 
needed material, financial and moral support amid the 
widespread chaos and sufferings. 

The traditional “visita Iglesia” or visitations around church-
es, the “Pabasa” or reading of the Passion of Christ, the 
“Siete Palabras” or the seven last words of Christ and the 
colourful “Salubong” celebrating the resurrection of Jesus 
will always highlight the observance of this Holy Week but 
this year it will be with greater significance, a renewed and 
strengthened sense of faith and devotion. 

This is because among Filipinos, as the saying goes, “come 
hell or high water” life is still worth living.  

 

A life-size body of Jesus in the tomb and a photograph of Our Lady 
of Sorrows can be found at La Iglesia de Nuestra Señora la Reina de 
Los Ángeles (The Church of Our Lady the Queen of the Angels)  
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News 

Manila Archbishop Luis Antonio Cardinal Tagle meets President Benigno Aquino III , as he walks to the altar 
before presiding over a Mass to reopen the mother church of his archdiocese—the newly renovated Manila 
Cathedral. Also in attendance were Manila Mayor Joseph Estrada, Senate President Franklin Drillon and Kris 
Aquino.  PHOTOS by Jonathan Cellona for ABS-CBNnews.com 

Faithful see relics of Pope John Paul II in Bulacan 

BULACAN – People have 
been trooping to the San 
Juan Apostol Parish Church 
in Sta. Maria, Bulacan to see 
the relics of Pope John Paul 
II, who is set to be canonized 
on April 27 in Rome. 

The tour is dubbed “Tutus 
Tuus” tour or "Totally 
Yours," which is the apostolic 

motto of the Blessed John 
Paul. 

Among the relics to be seen 
are a strand of his hair, 
bloodstains, his rosary and 
skullcap. 

Fr. Nicanor Lalog, parish 
priest of San Juan Apostol, 
the visits of the faithful here 
do not only symbolize their 

devotion, but is in recogni-
tion of the Pope’s contribu-
tions to the Catholic Church 
the world over. 

“Nakakagaang po ng kaloo-
ban. Ito ay bilang pagdakila 
kay Pope John Paul,” he said. 

Also part of the exhibit is a 
prayer book which the Pope 
took with him when he visit-
ed the country in the 80s. 

According to Fr. Aris Sison, 
who held the same prayer 
book when he was an altar 
boy during the Pope’s visit, 
said Blessed John Paul has a 
special place in the hearts of 
Filipinos. 

“Siya ang may pinaka-
malawak na crowd na 

dumagsa noon,” he recalled.  - from a report by Abner 
Mercado, ABS-CBN News 

Sculptor Dondon Awa puts finishing touches on Friday on a statue of 
Pope John Paul II, who is scheduled to be canonized on April 27 at 
the Vatican in Rome. Awa was commissioned by the Divine Mercy 
Shrine in Marilao, Bulacan for the statue. 

3 Pinay caregivers charged 
with elderly abuse in  
Canada 
By Quay Evano, ABS-CBN Canada 

CALGARY – Three Filipina 
caregivers were recently 
charged with physical abuse 
against an elderly man in a 
seniors' community in Calga-
ry. 
Maria Dumo, Angelina Borja 
and May Casimero were each 
charged with one count of 
common assault. 
The three were immediately 
fired after the incident. 
"In early February of this 
year, the family of the man in 
residential care approached 
police with concerns of phys-
ical abuse by staff. The man 
is a resident of Carewest Gar-
rison Green in southwest Cal-
gary. The allegations were 
investigated by the Calgary 
Police Service Elderly Abuse 
Response Team with the full 
support of the care facility 
working with partners such 
as Alberta Health, Protection 
for Care Office," said Staff 
Sergeant Ryan Ayliffe, 
spokesperson of the Calgary 
Police Service. 
Ayliffe added that the inju-
ries sustained by the elderly 
were not serious and did not 
require hospital treatment. 
"But they definitely meet the 
threshold of common as-
sault," he said. 
Balitang Canada tried to get a 
statement from Carewest 
Health Care Provider but the 
company declined saying 
charges have been laid and 

the matter is before the 
courts. 
In a statement, Carewest said 
they remain "committed to 
providing quality care to 
their residents and clients in 
a safe, compassionate and 
respectful manner." 
Filipinos were surprised 
some of their kababayans 
were involved in the inci-
dent. 
Sherissa Celis works with 
seniors for the Calgary Cath-
olic Immigration Society. She 
said elder abuse is very 
broad and can be defined in 
many ways, adding not giving 
the proper medication would 
even constitute elder abuse 
in nursing homes, aside from 
physical and verbal abuses. 
"Iyung mga health care aides 
mas gusto nila ang mga Pinoy 
because there is this what 
you call tender, loving care 
when it comes to how you 
treat your patients. I feel so 
sad because they are our 
kababayan but I think this is 
just an isolated case and they 
haven't been proven guilty 
and so let's not condemn 
them yet," said Celis. 
Balitang Canada tried to get 
the side of the accused but no 
interviews are being done 
until after their court appear-
ance. 
The three Filipinas have been 
"released on a promise to 
appear in court on April 23." 

On time for Holy Week 

Tagle reopens Manila Cathedral: 'PH 

too will rise' 

MANILA, Philippines – In front of public of-
ficials led by the President, Manila Arch-
bishop Luis Antonio Cardinal Tagle de-
nounced modern-day idols like money as he 
reopened the iconic Manila Cathedral on 
Wednesday evening, April 9. 

Tagle also slammed the “false gods” of pow-
er and lust during his Mass, the first public 
event in the Manila Cathedral two years af-
ter he closed it for repairs.  

“Let us not exchange God for false gods and 
idols. Let us not waste the beauty of this 
house of worship and the significance of our 
celebration,” Tagle said in the mother 

church of his archdiocese. 

Tagle, who is less politically outspoken than 
his predecessor, the late Jaime Cardinal Sin, 
delivered this message in general terms. 

He previously issued stinging remarks, 
however, against the abuse of discretionary 
funds called the pork barrel. He once shed 
tears over this and, later, condemned the 
pride and greed that led the Philippines to 
its current “crisis.” 

 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.rappler.com/nation/1532-race-vs-time-quakes-force-manila-cathedral-to-close
http://www.rappler.com/nation/36308-tagle-cries-pork-barrel
http://www.rappler.com/nation/36308-tagle-cries-pork-barrel
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Examples of false gods 

On Wednesday – while Pres-
ident Benigno Aquino III, 
Senate President Franklin 
Drilon, Manila Mayor Joseph 
Estrada, and other Catholics 
listened – Tagle gave exam-
ples of false gods instead. 
(Watch scenes from the 
event in the video below) 

He echoed Pope Francis, 
who has consistently de-
nounced the “idolatry of 
money” and condemned hu-
man trafficking. 

“'Yung iba, ang sinasamba, 
pera. Kapag pera ang diyos 
mo, ang dami mong isasa-
kripisyo na mga tao para sa 
diyos na pera. Maraming 
manggagawa, hindi ba-
bayaran ng tamang suweldo, 
dahil sa diyos na pera,” he 
said. (There are those who 
worship money. If money is 
your god, you tend to sacri-
fice many people for the god 
of money. There are many 
workers who do not get 
paid the proper wages, be-
cause of the god of money.) 

“Dahil sa diyos na poder, ka-
pangyarihan, isasakripisyo 
ang prinsipyo, ang kapwa, 
pati kamag-anak, maalayan 
lang ng handog ang diyos na 
kapangyarihan.” (For the 
god of position, power, they 
sacrifice principles, their 
neighbors, even their rela-
tives, just to make an offer-
ing to the god of power.) 

“For the false god called lust, 
many women have been 
sacrificed. Many children 
have been prostituted. Per-
sons are treated as com-

modities.” 

Tagle said: “Jesus tells us in 
the Gospel, 'Remain in my 
word. If you remain in my 
word, you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set 
you free' – free from idols, 
free from the enslavement 
of false gods. That's the fruit 
of true worship.” 

Rebuilding church, re-
building lives 

The cardinal thought of all 
these, he said, as the renova-
tion of the Manila Cathedral 
got his heart “stirred into 
reflection. 

The current cathedral build-
ing, after all, is Manila's 8th 
in the 400-year history of 
his archdiocese. He said pre-
vious buildings “have gone 
down because of fire, earth-
quake, wars.... But the build-
ing does not remain down; it 
just refuses to be buried. It 
rises.” 

He said: “How do we rise 
from rubble? How do we 
strengthen a building? How 
do we renew a church com-
munity? How do we rebuild 

lives?” 

The repair of the Manila Ca-
thedral that began on Feb-
ruary 7, 2012, showed Tagle 
the importance of two ele-
ments in rebuilding: gener-
osity and expertise. 

He said the Philippines also 
needs these. 

Tagle, as in his previous 
messages, recalled those hit 
by Super Typhoon Yolanda, 
the earthquake in Bohol, the 
Zamboanga siege, Tropical 
Storm Sendong, Typhoon 
Pablo, and other calamities. 

He challenged his flock to 
share their resources with 
those in need. 

“Naniniwala ako, kung pa-
paanong ang Manila Cathe-
dral, guguho, masisira, ta-
tayo, at ngayon, napakagan-
da na naman – ang bayang 
Pilipino, kayang tumayo,” 
the cardinal said. (I believe 
that in the same way that 
the Manila Cathedral was 
once destroyed, rebuilt, and 
now looks very beautiful 
again – the Filipino nation 
can rise as well.)  

(Continued from page 5) 

TAGLE REOPENS MANILA CATH.. 

PALM SUNDAY. Manila Archbishop Luis Antonio Cardinal Tagle sprin-
kles holy water on palm fronds at the Manila Cathedral. Photo by Noli 
Yamsuan/Archdiocese of Manila 

 Eat Bulaga Protest.  A group of concerned Filipino-Canadians staged a protest at the Sony centre on April 12, 2014 during the Eat Bulaga Show.  The picketers lambasted 
the trio of Tito Sotto, Vic Sotto & Joey De Leon, hosts of popular noontime show in the Philippines for the 1982 rape of 14-year old actress, Pepsi Paloma, who was later be-
lieved to have committed suicide but reports alleged that she was murdered. 

 

Photo shows Joey De Leon & wife, friends Bong & Ruby 
Serra, Sen. Tito Sotto at a Toronto café. 

Ruby, Joey de Leon, Vic Sotto, Bong & Joey’s wife in 
front of the Intercon  hotel.    

The protest group assembled in front of the venue.  They 
later moved across from the theatre entrance. 

Suarez ministers to both the poor and the rich, to 
people from all walks of life who come to his healing 
Masses.  

He had some strong words for those who had writ-
ten negatively about him without getting his side.  

Merely saying later that they were misinformed, 
which was not an excuse.  

He considered suing for libel those who besmirched 
his reputation and his ministry but Christian for-
giveness prevailed over him, he said.  

Moving on  

Despite the negative publicity, Suarez continues to 
pack them in. The Meralco Theater was packed 
when he concelebrated Mass and delivered the 
homily on Palm Sunday.  

The homily theme assigned to him, “Moving On,” 
was in sync with his personal decision to move 
ahead and not look back on hurts and accusations 

hurled at him.  

Pointing to the cross as a starting point, Suarez 
urged the people to move on from there toward sac-
rifice and service.  

Suarez gave meaning to every letter in the word 
“cross.”  C, he said, stood for Jesus saying, “Come to 
me.”  R was not only for repentance but, more im-
portant, for rejoicing. O stood for openness to God’s 
message. The two S’s in the word “cross” stood for 
sacrifice and service, which, Suarez said, is what 
mission is all about.  

 

(Continued from page 17) 

FR. SUAREZ SAYS LAST MASS BEFORE RETURNING LAND 

Filipino is now an official 
language in San Francisco. It 
has been rated as the third 
language required for city 
communications. 

Filipino community mem-
bers had lobbied for months 
for this privilege, and on 
April 2 they celebrated this 
historic decision with San 
Francisco Mayor Ed Lee. Pre-
sent were Filipino Communi-
ty Center (FCC) members, 
Chinese for Affirmative Ac-
tion people, community lead-
ers and supporters. 

The decision dates back to 
2009, when the the city of 
San Francisco passed a new 
Language Access Ordinance 
(LAO). That required im-
proved language access for 
city residents, with certain 
requirements for popula-
tions which exceed a thresh-
old of 10,000 limited English 
proficient or “LEP” commu-
nity members. 

When the latest Federal 
American Community Sur-
vey data for the years 2009-
2013 came out, it was found 
by the city’s planning depart-
ment that Tagalog speakers 
with limited English profi-
ciency surpassed this thresh-
old, GMA News has reported. 

Rachel Ebora is a Filipino 
immigrant and a native Ta-
galog speaker. She is also 
executive director of Bernal 
Heights Neighborhood Cen-
ter. 

Speaking about this land-
mark, she said: 
“Ikinagagalak namin ang 

pagpapatunay na ang Pilipi-
no ay magiging ikatlong 
wikang kailangang isalin ng 
lungsod ng San Francisco 
para sa mga komunikasyon 
nito. Sa mga higit na sam-
pung libong Pilipinong nag-
sasalita ng wikang pambansa 
ito nawa’y madadagdagan 
ang kanilang pagkamit ng 
mga serbisyo at iba pang 
mga pangangailangan sa pa-
mumuhay dito sa San Fran-
cisco. (We are delighted at 
the certification of Pilipino 
as the third language that the 
City of San Francisco is re-
quired to translate for its 
communications. To the over 
10,000 Filipinos who speak 
this national language, our 
hope is that this certification 
will provide additional ac-
cess to services and other 
resources to live in San Fran-
cisco.)” 

It is not a just matter of 
pride, but its practical fall-
outs would be immense. For 
decades, thousands of Filipi-
no residents were not get-
ting basic services due to 
language barriers. They 
were being excluded from 
health and safety emergen-
cies and also those feeling 
excluded from the civic life. 

Edgardo Pichay, Worker 
Rights Outreach and educa-
tion staff at the FCC said: “In 
their own language, Filipino 
immigrants can more easily 
voice out their concerns, as-
sert their rights and also 
contribute more effectively 
to their communities and the 
city of San Francisco.” 

Filipino becomes third  
required language for the city 
The FilAm SF 

http://www.rappler.com/video/reports/41531-tagle-quake-church-new-evangelization
http://www.rappler.com/video/reports/41531-tagle-quake-church-new-evangelization
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PINOY NEW TALENT CANADA WIDE SEARCH FOR SINGING IDOL 

SEASON 6—TORONTO EDITION 

The 12 Semi-Finalist for the OPEN category (15+ yrs) 

and JUNIOR category (6 to 14 yrs) 

Panel of Judges (L-R):  Writer/director Karl Hutchinson, veteran journalist Tenny Soriano, so-

prano Morgan Stricland, musican Bruce and singer Jenny James 

PNT producers Von Canton (L) and Ramon Estaris (far right) present the Top 3 

Open Category Finalists: Zoe Virola, Candace Santos and Maria Teresa Panaligan.   

OPEN CATEGORY Winner  

Zoe Virola 
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Heroes of Haiyan: Honoring Bravery and Selflessness 
 

RAPPLER.COM 

Rappler honors the unsung heroes who gave up so much for others to live 

MANILA, Philippines – Araw of Kagitingan 
(National day of valor) is a day originally meant 
to remember the heroes of the Bataan Death 
March, who fought bravely for the country and 
perished.  

Just like the Bataan Death March, Super typhoon 
Haiyan (Yolanda) brought grief and devestation 
to countless Filipinos. It was the strongest ty-
phoon ever recorded in history.  

Amidst the loss, there were many unnamed indi-
viduals and groups who put the lives of others 
before themselves.  

Today, we honor them by telling their story.  

#HeroesofHaiyan is a series of stories remember-
ing those who went beyond the call of duty to 
help others. MovePH will regularly publish stories 
sourced from contributors who wish to honor a 
hero who made a difference. 

Dr. Virgie Espina 

When Yolanda ravaged Ormoc and left the city 
without power, family-run Pongos Hotel provided 
a refuge and much-needed electricity to Ormoc’s 
residents. In spite of the scarce fuel supply, Dr. 
Virgie Espina and her family allowed the public to 
use their generator to charge their phones, radios, 
and flashlights for free. 

Nurses of Ormoc District Hospital 

The hospital staff of Ormoc District Hospital set 
aside their personal losses in order to attend to 
the needs of their patients. Their hospital facili-
ties were severly damaged, yet they still tended to 
their patients with makeshift beds strewn along 
the corridors of the hospital. 

Philippine Science High School  

Typhoon Yolanda did not stop the students, facul-
ty and staff of the Philippine Science High School 
in Palo, Leyte from going back to school after the 
storm. The students, faculty and staff, led by Di-
rector Rey Garnace, took responsibility over thou-
sands of evacuees who took shelter in the class-
rooms of the heavily-damaged school. 

Nurses of Leyte Provincial Hospital 

As water levels continued to rise quickly on No-
vember 8, 2013, the nurses on duty of Leyte Pro-
vincial Hospital stacked several boxes on top of a 
counter in the emergency room and punched a 
hole through the ceiling to allow patients to es-
cape to safety. Their quick thinking and concern 
saved many lives that day. 

Alphaland Balesin 

For the medical relief team of Dr. Ceres Paulino, 
finding transportation to places hit by the Ty-
phoon was difficult if not impossible. The Alpha-
land Balesin hangar under Marco Diaz extended 
help by facilitating the delivery of relief goods and 
medical teams for free to Leyte and Samar. 

Military personnel 

Military soldiers from different countries came to 
Haiyan-hit areas to extend their assistance. Many 
of the planes that brought in the soldiers were 
also used to evacuate the sick and wounded. But 
the military planes soon filled up with whole fam-
ilies who wanted to escape the harshness of the 
disaster zones. Navy Captain Roy Vincent Trini-
dad was one of the officers in charge of these 
evacuation runs. 

Staying at the Tacloban airport for weeks, they 
slept in tents and the little that was left of nearby 
buildings. Despite their own living conditions, 
these true men and women of service even of-
fered their own rations to the people of Tacloban. 

Wendell Corregidor 

Wendell, a gold medalist in paralympic swimming 
competitions, contracted polio during childhood 
and walks with the aid of crutches. Despite his 
disability, he was able to save 7 children and 3 
women. His left hand was paralysed for a week 
after the typhoon due to the physical exertion of 
carrying people out of the water.  

(Continued on page 9) 

RECHARGED. The Pongos Hotel let survivors charge their 
electronics for free 

SHELTER. Dr. Virgie Espina (middle) and colleagues of Dr. 
Ceres M. Paulino.  Photo submitted by Dr. Ceres M. 
Paulino 

SLEEPLESS. Nurses at the Ormoc District Hospital never 
left their duty 

SAFETY. Children evacuees at Philippine Science High 
School 

SHELTER. Philippine Science High School took responsi-
bility over thousands of people which they allowed to 
stay in classrooms. Photo submitted by Dr. Ceres M. 
Paulino 

ESCAPE. Nurses broke the ceiling in the Leyte Provincial 
Hospital to give their patients a chance to escape the 
rising waters 

REMEMBERING. Nurses of Leyte Provincial Hospital be-
side the stack of boxes that saved their patients. Photo 
submitted by Dr. Ceres M. Paulino 

MISSION. The Alphaland Hangar facilitated the transport 
of relief for free. Photo submitted by Dr. Ceres M. Pauli-
no 

COLLABORATION. Navy Captain Roy Vincent Trinidad 
with a US military soldier. Photo submitted by Dr. Ceres 
M. Paulino 

UNLIKELY HERO. Wendell never saw his disabilities as a 
hindrance to helping others in need. Photo by Caroline 
Gluck 

http://www.rappler.com/move-ph/33-editors-pick-moveph/25784-legacy-of-bataan
http://www.rappler.com/move-ph/33-editors-pick-moveph/25784-legacy-of-bataan
http://www.rappler.com/move-ph/campaigns/54484-heroes-haiyan-campaign
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KC Concepcion's fight 
against hunger  
by RAPPLER.COM  

REACHING OUT. KC Concepcion, WFP National Ambassador Against Hunger, assists in 
nutrition programs in Yolanda-affected areas. Photo from WFP 

Budoy 

Budoy is the dog of 12-year-old Vincent of Estancia Iloilo. Budoy pushed 
Vincent and his mother to safety when they were about to give up due to 
the force of the flood waters. Unfortunatelty, Budoy did not survive the or-
deal. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Heroes of Haiyan:  Honoring Bravery and Selflessness 

MANILA, Philippines – The World 
Food Programme (WFP) empha-
sized that hunger and malnutrition 
are the world's greatest health risk; 
even greater than AIDS, malaria, 
and tuberculosis combined. 

Unicef reported in 2013 about the 
country's "insufficient progress" in 
putting an end to hunger. 

Aside from being part of the 38 
countries that account for 90% of 
the global burden of malnutrition, 
the Philippines also ranks 28th in 
the world when it comes to hunger, 
based on its Global Hunger Index 
score. 

In 2013, the country obtained a 
Global Hunger Index score of 13.2. 
Despite this being lower than 
1990's 19.9, the hunger situation in 
the country is still categorized as 
"serious." By the end of 2013, more 
Filipinos were still hungry. 

While there have been attempts to 
improve the hunger situation 
through school feeding programs, 
for example, hunger still persists, 
the Food Policy Research Institute 
said. 

Doing her bit to help alleviate hun-
ger, celebrity Kristina Cassandra 
"KC" Concepcion has been working 

with WFP since 2008 as National 
Ambassador Against Hunger.  

On Rappler, KC shared her personal 
experiences and insights about the 
hunger situation in the country. As 
ambassador, she said it is part of 
her job to "help WFP make hunger a 
bigger issue, so that it is seen as im-
portant as poverty and AIDS." 

Daughter of two local movie stars 
and stepdaughter of a senator, KC is 
one of the strongest social advo-
cates among the youth. She has been 
part of numerous charity events 
that have raised awareness about 
WFP operations.  

KC discussed how hunger can be 
stopped and how it is a big issue 
that needs to be addressed not only 
by government but ordinary citi-
zens too, especially the youth.  

Rappler's #HungerProject, in part-
nership with the Department of So-
cial Welfare and Development 
(DSWD) and WFP, aims to create 
awareness that will lead to in-
formed action to put an end to hun-
ger in the Philippines. It also drives 
to mobilize response among govern-
ment agencies, non-governmental 
organizations, and citizens. 

FOR BUDOY. Vincent shows the place where they almost surrendered but Budoy never 
stopped pushing him. 

 

The  achievements & contributions of the 
global Filipinos are more than enough  

reasons to celebrate… 
 

www.filipinosmakingwaves.com 

California dreamin’: Fil-Am Mark Pulido 
is mayor of Cerritos City in Los Angeles 
By Nimfa U. Rueda 

LA Correspondent, Philippine Daily Inquirer  

LOS ANGELES—Cerritos, an ethni-
cally diverse, affluent city in Los An-
geles County, California, has a new 
mayor—Filipino-American Mark 
Pulido.  

Pulido previously served as mayor 
pro tem, was unanimously selected 
as mayor during a city council meet-
ing on Wednesday (Thursday in Ma-
nila). He will serve a one-year term.  

Pulido is the first Fil-Am to become 
mayor of the city.  

“I am honored, humbled and grate-
ful for this wonderful opportunity to 
serve and give back in a deeply 
meaningful way to my hometown of 
42 years,” Pulido said in his first re-
marks as mayor. “I renew my com-

mitment to serve you and to keep 
Cerritos moving forward.”  

He was elected to the council in 
2011, drawing the most votes ever 
recorded in the city’s election histo-
ry. He is also the first Fil-Am on the 
city council. His term will expire in 
2015.  

Pulido serves on several city com-
mittees, including parks and recrea-
tion, performing arts, personnel and 
county health department and 
health insurance.  

He is also the district director for 
Congressman Alan Lowenthal (D-
Long Beach). He served as a legisla-
tive consultant with the California 
State Assembly in the Los Angeles 
offices of Assembly Speakers Robert 
M. Hertzberg, Herb J. Wesson Jr. and 
Fabian Nu n ez. Pulido was a three-
term ABC Unified School District 
board member, serving from 2001 
to 2011.  

Pulido was recently honored with 
the prestigious Asian Pacific Ameri-
can Institute for Congressional Stud-
ies (APAICS) Trailblazer Award for 
his achievements in public service. 
As an awardee, Pulido attended a 

(Continued on page 10) 

Filipino-American Mark Pulido is mayor of Cerri-

tos City in Los Angeles County, California. CON-

TRIBUTED PHOTO 

http://www.rappler.com/move-ph/issues/hunger/specials/rich-media/44898-2013-global-hunger-index
http://www.wfp.org/content/kristina-cassandra-concepcion-actress-and-tv-personality-national-ambassador-against-hunger
http://www.wfp.org/content/kristina-cassandra-concepcion-actress-and-tv-personality-national-ambassador-against-hunger
http://rappler.com/hungerproject
http://globalnation.inquirer.net/byline/nimfa-u-rueda
http://globalnation.inquirer.net/source/la-correspondent
http://globalnation.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
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Women’s Month Celebration  at Philippine Consulate Toronto - March 28, 2014 

Cop of T 

PC Renato Valdez 

A D V I S O R Y 

On Monday March 31, 2014, officers from the Toronto Police 

Service, Financial Crimes arrested the following female in rela-

tion to ongoing travel fraud allegations: 
 

Maria Rowena Santiago BELEN of Toronto 
 

It is alleged that: 

 Between 2011 and 2014, the accused, who is a licensed trav-

el agent, had been offering discounted fare prices on travel 

to Asia.  Payments were made by victims, but tickets were 

never actually purchased by the accused.   

 Between 2011 and 2014 Maria Rowena Belen defrauded 

investors via a bulk airline ticket purchase scheme. 

 Victims of the offences, are primarily from the Filipino 

community 
 

The losses exceed one million dollars 
 

The Toronto Police Service is reminding members of the public 

to take appropriate steps to minimize financial risk to them-

selves, when purchasing airline tickets: 

- Ensure the travel agency used is properly registered with 

The Travel Industry Council of Ontario (TICO) 

- Check the TICO webpage at  @ www.tico.ca, or call at 1-

888-451-TICO (8426) for information related to appro-

priate practices of travel agencies.  

- Be suspicious of travel agents and “representatives” that 

demand cash payment only 

- Don’t accept verbal confirmation of airline ticket purchas-

es. (Always demand receipts) 

Sa ating mga kababayan na may informasyon tungkol sa ka-
song ito, kung pwede ay tumawag sa TPS- Financial Crimes 
Unit sa numerong: 416-808-7300. 

    PLEASE CONTACT 416 802 2222 FOR COMPLAINTS 

private meeting with US President 
Barack Obama and several members 
of Congress.  

He received his bachelor’s degree in 
history and Asian American studies 

from the University of California, 
Los Angeles, where he served as stu-
dent body president. He received his 
master’s degree in public policy 
from the University of Chicago as a 
Woodrow Wilson National Fellow.  

Cerritos, incorporated in 1956, is 
one of the gateway cities of south-
east Los Angeles. Filipinos make up 

about 15 percent of the city’s popu-
lation, according to the latest census.  

Los Angeles County has become a 
showcase of emerging Filipino em-
powerment, with Pulido and other 
Fil-Ams holding the reins of power 
in city governments.  

Other Fil-Ams in top elected posts in 

LA County include Walnut City 
Mayor Antonio Cartagena, Carson 
City Mayor Pro Tem Elito Santarina, 
Duarte City Mayor Pro Tem Tzeitel 
Paras-Caracci and Bellflower City 
Mayor Pro Tem Sonny Santa Ines.  

Pulido and his wife, Gloria, have two 
children, Malia and Mark Jr. 

(Continued from page 9) 

CALIFORNIA DREAMIN’... 

http://www.tico.ca
tel:416-808-7300
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Female PAG Artists Attend Philippine 
Consulate’s Women’s Month Celebration 
Female representatives of the Philippine Artists Group of Canada, Nelia Tonido and 
Michelle Chermaine Ramos, attended the Philippine Consulate’s Women’s Month celebra-
tion in Toronto on Friday, March 28th 2014.  Consul General Junever Mahilum-West, an 
honorary PAG member herself, hosted the event to acknowledge the contributions of fe-
male achievers in various areas of the community including the arts, media, education, 
charity and politics. 

Nelia Tonido, who was honored as the first female member of the Philippine Artists Group 
of Canada, was among the selected notable speakers that evening.  She delivered an inspi-
rational speech on her success in a male dominated professional arts industry. “In our 
group, female members are always outnumbered, but never out powered. Being a woman 
artist gives me more freedom on subjects that call to me.” Her versatility has allowed her to 
apply her creativity beyond the canvas. Besides her mastery of watercolor painting, her 
artistic genius also extends to her career as an architect and award-winning professional 
wedding cake designer.  Nelia and her husband Frank Tonido who is also a professional 
artist and fellow member of the Philippine Artists Group of Canada conduct private art les-
sons in their home studio in Mississauga. 

L-R: Artists Michelle Chermaine Ramos and Nelia Tonido, Consul General Junever Mahilum-West, John 
West and Frank Tonido.  

Camarines Norte Association Canada - Ontario (CNAC-O) officers with Atty. Raffy Fabregas, a Liberal MP 
nominee hopeful for the riding of Scarborough Centre.  L-R: Pong Ostonal, Joy San Juan, Susan Llanera, 
Lito Cruz, Atty. Raff Fabregas, Beth Cruz, Senen San Juan, Nely Lopriego & Tony San Juan   
Photo by Ino Sanchez 

Reunion with Chicago based former NMPC /MBSTV4 co-workers, April 9, 2014. From L - R : Ed Soriano, 
Thelma, Myrna , Ruby Serra , Bong Serra and Tenny at Wah Shing Seafood Resto 

Ms. Ellen  Galorport, manager for Budget Travel and Tours, is shown 
assisting client, Julie Christy Agbuya, at the busy Scarborough loca-
tion at 60 Brian Harrison Way, Unit 3, Scarborough.  Photo by Waves 

Miss & Mister Philippines-Hamilton  

Pageant Team 

Front:  Doris Sanchez, Lia Villabroza Sawyer, Dory Delos Reyes, Den-
ise Moreno, Genelynn Manrique Michilsen; Back:  Jeremy Guanzon, 
Jane Manrique De Jesus, Liz Portillo Pascual, Dan De Jesus  

 

LINE DANCE FEST  
HFCC (Hamilton Filipino Community Centre)   

Saturday, April 26th 6pm - 12am.   

For tickets, please call 905-388-7869   

MISS AND MISTER PHILIPPINES-HAMILTON 
PAGEANT NIGHT 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2014 
AT THE HAMILTON CONVENTION CENTRE 

A crowd favorite, Teresa Panaligan in her winning form during the 
finals of the Pinoy New Talent Singing Idol competition held on April 
13,2014 at the Korean Cultural Centre.  She was chosen as one of the 
Top 3 finalists. Photo by Waves 

tel:905-388-7869
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Presenting… Presenting… Presenting… THE 2014 MISS MANILA CANDIDATESTHE 2014 MISS MANILA CANDIDATESTHE 2014 MISS MANILA CANDIDATES   

In the middle are Aura Joy Mitchelle and Danielle Ocampo , 2012 and 2013 Miss Manila winners respectively, with the beauties vying for this year’s crown.  Coronation night will be 

held on May 31 at Korean Cultural Centre, 1133 Leslie St in Toronto.  PHOTO BY INO SANCHEZ 

Fiesta Filipina Dance Troupe’s 48th Annual Gala Night  

The Golden Girls of Fiesta performed a special dance number choreographed by Sue 
Aguinaldo. 

The FFDT Senior Dancers also performed at the gala night held March 29 at the Pear-
son Convention Centre in Brampton 

 
Congratulations to officers and board  members of Fiesta Filipina Dance Troupe for the 

successful, well-attended annual gala night held recently.  Photo by Romy Marquez 

Immigrant Culture and Art Association 
Second Annual Fundraising Gala 
(Hamilton) 

L-R:  Mon Torralba of Waves News, Carmen’s Banquet Centre owner Peter Mercanti, 
Board member Ruby Amog (Chair of ICAA fundraising gala), Hamilton Police chief 
Glenn De Caire and Sonny Amog.   Photo by Waves 

The search is on to find the next Miss Philippines PIDC 2014 and Little Miss 
Philippines PIDC 2014; applications are now being accepted; if interested, 
please contact the PIDC Pageant Committee:  Rory Elefano @ 416 733 7818 or  
e-mail aelefano@ymail.com or Gene Elamparo @ 416 318 1986 or e-mail 
jeanpardo28@gmail.com or Cesar Manebo @ 647 829 9187. 

tel:416%20733%207818
mailto:aelefano@ymail.com
tel:416%C2%A0318%201986
mailto:jeanpardo28@gmail.com
tel:647%20829%209187
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CALL Toll Free AT 1866-705-4340 Head Office 416-588-3333 

SERVICES: 
 SPECIAL FARES to the Philippines and Other Asian 

Countries. 

 Fares for First Time Immigrants, Contract Workers and 
Tourists 

 LOW FARES to the Unites States/Europe 

 Vacation Package/ Cruises/Pilgrimage Tours 

 Hotels / Car Rentals / Travel Insurance 

 FREE Enrolment to Most Airline Mileage Program 

 

REFER A FRIEND 
RECEIVE 

$10.00 GIFT CARD 
(new bookings 

only) 

 

HEAD OFFICE                 MISSISSAUGA BRANCH             NORTH YORK BRANCH             YORK MILLS BRANCH               LONDON BRANCH 

721 Bloor S. W Suite 102      333 Dundas st. E. Suite 208            5418 Yonge St. Unit 17             865 York Mills Rd. Unit 1      332 Wellington Rd. Suite 19 

Toronto, ON, M6G 1L5         Mississauga, ON, L5A 1X1           North York, ON, M2N 6X4            Toronto, ON, M3B 1Y5              London, ON N6C 4P6 

TEL: (416) 588-3333                TEL: (905) 366-0040                     TEL: (416) 250-8990                    TEL: (647) 352-5530                 TEL: (519) 679-5917 

toronto@sebang.ca            mississauga@sebang.ca              northyork@sebang.ca                yorkmills@sebang.ca                london@sebang.ca 

FOLLOW US ON 

website:  www.sebangtravel.net  

REFER A FRIEND 
RECEIVE 

$10.00 GIFT CARD 
(new bookings only) 

Dr. Benilda I. Sunga 
Dr. Lilian Chan 
Dr. Daniel Lee 
Dr. Zahra Hosseini 

mailto:toronto@sebang.ca
mailto:mississauga@sebang.ca
mailto:northyork@sebang.ca
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Why is it? 

A man wakes up after sleeping 

Under an ADVERTISED blanket 

On an ADVERTISED mattress 

And pulls off his ADVERTISED pyjamas 

Shaves with an ADVERTISED razor 

Brushes his teeth with an ADVERTISED toothpaste 

Washes with an ADVERTISED soap 

Puts on ADVERTISED clothes  

Washed and cleaned with an ADVERTISED detergent 

Drinks a cup of ADVERTISED coffee 

Pick up an ADVERTISED cellphone 

Drives to work in an ADVERTISED car 

And then 

Refuses to ADVERTISE 

Believing it does not pay 

 

Later when the business gets poor 

He ADVERTISES it for sale. 

WHY IS THAT? 
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CHICAGO (JGL) – When I go 
to the Philippines later this 
month to cover the visit of 
President Obama, I am go-
ing to prepare a few ques-
tions just in case I am given 
an opportunity to pop a 
question. 

Mr. President, Secretary of 
State John Kerry, your glob-
al diplomat, in the 2013 
Country Report on Human 
Rights Practices in the Phil-
ippines, it is stated, “The 
most significant human 
rights problems (in the Phil-
ippines) continued to be 
extrajudicial killings (EJK’s) 
and enforced disappearanc-
es undertaken by security 
forces (– namely the Philip-
pine National Police and the 
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines); a dysfunctional 
criminal justice system no-
table for poor cooperation 
between police and investi-
gators, few prosecutions, 
and lengthy procedural de-
lays; and widespread official 
corruption and abuse of 
power.” 

KARAPATAN, a Philippine 
human rights NGO, reported 
that only last April 6, anoth-
er Filipino woman reporter, 
was savagely gunned down 
in her home, becoming the 
20th journalist killed under 
the watch of President Aqui-
no. 

Since Fiscal Year 2008, the 
U.S. Congress had limited 
the release of the Foreign 
Military Financing (FMF) for 
the Philippines ($30-M in 
2012) of the U.S. State De-
partment because the fol-
lowing human rights condi-
tions were not met: 

HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS 

*The Government of the 
Philippines is taking effec-
tive steps to prosecute those 
responsible for EJKs and 
enforced disappearances 
and strengthen government 
institutions working to 
eliminate EJKs and enforced 
disappearances; 

*The Government of the 
Philippines is implementing 
a policy of promoting mili-
tary personnel, who demon-
strate professionalism and 
respect for human rights, 
and is investigating, prose-
cuting, and punishing mili-
tary personnel and others, 
who have been credibly al-
leged to have violated such 
rights; and 

*The Philippine military, 
and paramilitary groups 
under its control, are not 
engaging in acts of violence 
or intimidation against jour-
nalists or members of legal 
organizations and indige-

(Continued on page 18) 

A Wish List Of Questions 
For President Obama 

By Joseph G. Lariosa 

Members of media hold an indignation rally in Cavite on Thursday to 
denounce the killing of journalist Ruby Garcia at her home in Bacoor 
City on Sunday, April 6. Garcia, 52, a tabloid columnist and reporter 
for local radio dwAD, was shot in front of her son by two men  Photo 
ABS-CBN News  

WIND Mobile introduces a 
range of new plans to mark its 
700,000 subscriber milestone 

Record Q1 sales and continuing growth for WIND Mobile as it en-
hances service offerings to add additional value for consumers 

 
TORONTO, April 3, 2014 – Today, WIND Mobile announced a 

plethora of new unlimited options as part of the company’s con-

tinued dedication to true mobile freedom in Canada. This an-

nouncement comes as WIND continues its success in the Ca-

nadian market and as its customer base exceeds the 700,000 

active subscriber mark. 

A known industry-changer, WIND Mobile’s new plans will offer 
yet more value to address customer’s needs, including a new 
plan that offers real unlimited service in Canada and across the 
U.S.A. The additional new plans, effective April 7

th
 2014, will be 

as follows: 
 

The $25 per month plan featuring Unlimited Canada-wide 

Talk and Text is perfect for those who don’t use much 

data but want to stay connected Canada-wide. 

The $35 per month plan is the perfect smartphone starter 

plan, featuring Unlimited Data, Talk and Text plus a 

$150 handset subsidy, allowing customers access to 

the latest entry-level smartphones from $0. 

 

Introducing the $60 per month plan, the first monthly plan to 
include Unlimited Data, Talk, Text, in Canada and across the 
U.S.A, Voicemail+, World Saver plus a $500 handset subsidy 
or service credits. 
 
These new plans join a strong service line-up which includes 
both the existing WIND40 and WIND50 unlimited plans. 

“We have seen great growth across Canada from customers 
turning to WIND Mobile for contract-free options and fair, trans-
parent pricing” said Pietro Cordova, Chief Operating Officer, 
WIND Mobile. “Our new plans show that we are continually 
looking at ways to improve our service offering to better meet 
the needs of our customers. We know they want more choice, 
more options and more freedom than ever before. The addition 
of these new unlimited plans means WIND offers something for 

(Continued on page 20) 

The “healing priest” Fr. Fernan-
do Suarez will celebrate his last 
Mass at MonteMaria in Alfonso 
town, Cavite province, on East-
er Sunday after his Mary Moth-
er of the Poor Foundation 
(MMPF) decided to return the 
33-hectare property donated to 
it by San Miguel Corp. (SMC).  

Suarez is known in the Philip-
pines and abroad for his gift of 
healing. Many people who have 
experienced or witnessed the 
miraculous healing have con-
firmed the priest’s gift.  

But like most gifted people, 

Suarez always says he is only a 
channel and that it is God who 
heals those who have faith.  

Not all bishops welcome Suarez 
in their ecclesiastical territo-
ries and some have been 
speaking unfavorably of him in 
a recent series of reports on 
the Monte Maria property pub-
lished in the Inquirer.  

But Bishop Antonio Palang, 
SVD, DD Vicar Apostolic of the 
Vicariate of San Jose, Occi-
dental Mindoro province, has 
issued a letter to dispel doubts 
about his integrity.  

In that letter, Bishop Palang 
says: “To whom it may con-
cern: Between March 5 and 9, 
2014, a series of articles was 
printed in the Philippine Daily 
Inquirer newspaper. The arti-
cle alleged irregularities in the 
charitable foundation called 
Mary Mother of the Poor that 
[Fr. Fernando Suarez] founded. 
In addition, his healing minis-
try and lifestyle were also at-
tacked.  

“I certify that the accusations in 
these articles are unfounded 
and not true. Fr. Fernando Sua-
rez [of the] Missionaries of 
Mary Mother of the Poor is a 
priest of good standing in the 

Apostolic Vicariate of San Jose, 
Occidental Mindoro.”  

San Mig and MonteMaria  

Last month, the Inquirer pub-
lished a five-part series that 
highlighted the withdrawal by 
food and beer giant San Miguel 
Corp. (SMC) of its donation of a 
33-hectare property in Alfonso 
town, Cavite province, that 
would have been the site of an 
MMPF project, the MonteMaria 
Shrine complex, which would 
include a statue of the Virgin 
Mary taller than the 30-meter 
Christ the Redeemer statue in 
Rio de Janeiro.  

Among the reasons cited was 
failure of the MMPF to erect the 
structures within five years of 
the donation.  

The series also quoted critics 
who questioned Suarez’s min-
istry and lifestyle.  

Suarez was in the Holy Land 
when the series was published. 
In his absence, MMPF board 
member Deedee Sytangco 
(former spokesperson of Presi-
dent Cory Aquino) offered 
some explanation.  

Only after Suarez had returned 
from the pilgrimage that he 
was able to air his side, which 

appeared in the fifth part of the 
series.  

“It was too late, the damage 
had been done,” a friend of Sua-
rez said.  

Columnist Ramon Tulfo also 
wrote negatively about Suarez. 
The priest later said Tulfo had 
personally apologized, admit-
ted he was misinformed and 
sought to be prayed over.  

GMA News Channel 11’s 
“Mareng Winnie’s Bawal ang 
Pasaway” aired Winnie Mon-
sod’s interview with Suarez for 
two Monday nights last month.  

Monsod asked Suarez point-
blank about the allegations. 
Suarez either explained them 
away or flatly denied them.  

When asked if he thought SMC 
might have had something to 
do with the bad press he was 
getting, Suarez answered yes.  

Christian forgiveness  

Suarez himself had admitted 
that MMPF could not meet 
SMC’s expectation, which was 
to build the Marian complex as 
originally planned within five 
years.  

The foundation has decided to 

return the property.  

Interviewed backstage by a 
TV5 crew after last Palm Sun-
day’s Mass, Suarez confirmed 
that the SMC property will 
indeed be returned.  

The MMPF, he said, had of-
fered SMC one of three things: 
Make a loan so that the Mon-
teMaria project could proceed, 
build a columbarium, or just 
build the statue of the Virgin 
Mary.  

SMC rejected all three.  

The original MonteMaria pro-
ject is no more. But a Marian 
site for prayer and healing 
remains on the horizon.  

Suarez has denied accusations 
of having a lavish lifestyle, but 
admitted that playing tennis 
kept him sane, his way of 
warding off stress, and that he 
was merely invited to tennis 
clubs frequented by the rich.  

“I ask for nothing, I decline 
nothing,” he would always say 
when questioned about dona-
tions to him and to the foun-
dation.  

(Continued on page 6) 

Fr. Suarez says last Mass on Easter before returning donated 
land to San Miguel 
By Ma. Ceres P. Doyo 
Philippine Daily Inquirer  

MOVING ON, REJOICING’ “The 
healing priest,” Fr. Fernando 
Suarez, delivers the homily dur-
ing the Palm Sunday Mass at 
Meralco Theater.He spoke about 
moving on with service and sac-
rifice with rejoicing. CERES P. 
DOYO  

http://www.windmobile.ca
http://windmobile.ca/why-wind/ways-to-save
http://windmobile.ca/plans-and-devices/plans/mobile-plan-details/phone-monthly-plan-3
http://windmobile.ca/plans-and-devices/plans/mobile-plan-details/phone-monthly-plan-4
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/ma-ceres-p-doyo
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
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nous communities who advocate for 
human rights. 

My question: Are you going to contin-
ue to withhold the release of the FMF 
for the Philippines for the Fiscal Year 
2014 budget? 

45-YEAR OLD INSURGENCY 

Human rights abuses by security 
forces are generally linked to the 45-
year insurgency by the Communist 
Party of the Philippines and the New 
People’s Army (CPP-NPA). The vic-
tims in these abuses are the usual 
suspects -- worker, peasant and envi-
ronmental activists, who have been 
accused of being communists and/or 
members of NPA, and have carried on 
with their activism despite the 
threats. The National Council of 
Churches in the Philippines (NCCP) 
has called for “principled negotia-
tions to thresh out the issues, unearth 
and address the root causes of the 
conflict” by reviving the Norway 
peace talks that broke down in 2013. 

My question: With the recent spate of 
killings and the sensational arrest of 
CPP peace consultants Benito and 
Wilma Austria Tiamzon and others, 
can you urge the Philippine govern-
ment to re-engage in the peace pro-
cess by removing the CPP-National 
Democratic Front from the State De-
partment list as a Foreign Terrorist 
Organization? By doing so, the CPP-
NDF should be encouraged to partici-
pate in political exercises by running 
for elective positions and encourag-
ing its followers to renounce armed 
struggle? 

Hasn’t the CPP-NDF heard of former 
Marxist guerilla leader Salvador 
Sanchez Ceren, who claimed last 
March 2014 presidential election vic-
tory in El Salvador while a Namibia 
rebel group, South-West Africa Peo-
ple’s Organization, who waged a 
guerrilla war against South Africa, 
was declared winner in Namibia’s 
first elections in 1989 in Namibia’s 
transition to independence, among 
others? 

I framed these questions up based on 
letters from the Ecumenical Advocacy 
Network on the Philippines to Presi-
dent Obama and U.S. Senators, nota-
bly re-electionist Sen. Dick Durbin of 
Illinois, shared by Paul R. Bloom, Ph. 
D., a soil chemist, from the Twin Cit-
ies campus of University of Minneso-
ta in St. Paul and Gary King, Ph. D., a 
retired neurophysiologist, a member 
of Amnesty International (AI), during 
the AI national convention over the 
weekend held in Chicago. 

It was Chicago-based grassroots hu-
man development social worker, 
Juanita Salvador-Burris, Ph. D., who 
introduced me to Doctors Bloom and 
King, who are both married to Cebu-
anas 

ARREST THE BUTCHER! 

If I were given a chance to pose a 
question to President Aquino, here it 
is: How come we do not see ranking 
police and military officials (the likes 
of former Congressman and former 
Gen. Jovito “The Butcher” Palparan) 
involved in human rights violations 
being demoted, placed behind bars, 
dismissed or held accountable? 

Because the Philippines is just about 
to commemorate the Bataan Death 
March’s 72nd anniversary on April 9, 

I can probably ask Ben Rhodes, Assis-
tant to the President and Deputy Na-
tional Security Advisor for Strategic 
Communications and Speechwriting, 
to give to President Obama my addi-
tional questions: 

There are Senate (S. 690) and Con-
gressional (H.R. 1452) bills that try to 
overturn the Recession Acts of 1946 
to provide war pay for Filipino veter-
ans equal to their U.S. Army counter-
parts. Would you certify these bills as 
urgent? 

In fact, in order to resolve this nag-
ging Filipino veterans issue once and 
for all, I suggest the U.S. government 
exercise prosecutorial discretion by 
not opposing a pending class suit, 
Entines v. USA et al #13-cv-348 filed 
in Federal District court in Washing-
ton, D.C. that among others suggests 
that because people born in Puerto 
Rico are considered U.S. native-born 
citizens, then, Filipino veterans born 
during the Philippine Commonwealth 
period must likewise be considered 
U.S. Citizens. 

ALIENS, WHO JOIN U.S. MILITARY, 
MAY BECOME U.S. CITIZENS 

Not only because the Philippines was 
a U.S. Commonwealth at that time 
like Puerto Rico based on jus soli (by 
birth) and jus sanguines (by blood) 
rights but also because of the 1862 
Act Sec. 21, Alien Naturalization Act, 
that provides that an “any alien, of 
the age of 21 and upwards, who has 
enlisted or shall enlist in the armies 
of the United States, either the regu-
lar or the volunteer forces, and has 
been or shall be hereafter honorably 
discharged, may be admitted to be-
come a citizen of the United States, 
upon his petition, without any previ-
ous declaration of his intention to 
become a citizen of the United States 
…" 

And finally, I hope the German gov-
ernment can file an amicus curiae 
(friend-of-court) brief before the 
United Nations' Arbitral Tribunal, 
enclosing the 1735 map, supporting 
the Philippine claim to portions of 
Philippine Western Sea (South China 
Sea). If not, the Philippine govern-
ment can request for a copy of the 
map from Germany to solidify its 
claim. 

A news item shared to me by China’s 
“Public Enemy No. 1,” Filipino Ameri-
can Atty. Loida Nicolas Lewis, said 
that German Chancellor Angela Mer-
kel gifted Chinese President Xi 
Jinping recently a historical map that 
contradicts China’s own claim of ter-
ritory in history, eliciting a stir and 
confusion among Chinese netizens. If 
the Philippines and China negotiate 
their overlapping claims over Philip-
pine Western Sea (China Sea) peace-
fully before the U.N. body, the “U.S. 
Pivot to Asia” should become moot. 

Welcome to the Philippines, Presi-
dent Obama. Mabuhay (pronounced 
ma-boo-high, which means long life)! 

(Continued from page 17) 

A Wish List of Questions for OBAMA... 

Joseph G. Lariosa - Correspondent and 
syndicated columnist of Journal Glob-
aLinks (JGL), formerly Journal Group Link 
International, a Chicago, Illinois-based 
news agency, public relations and adver-
tising outfit, has been a veteran journalist 
from both sides of the Pacific. He holds a 
Bachelors degree in Journalism from the 
Lyceum University of the Philippines. He 
is few units short of completing his Mas-
ters degree in Journalism at Chicago, Illi-
nois-based Roosevelt University. 

Toronto Maharlika Lions Club   
at the 2014 District A711 Conven-
tion of Lions Clubs International   

Congratulations to Lion Alex Castro, Sr (2nd from left) who won the race for Region 

Chairman Zone 58 at the convention held  April 11-13 at the Delta Meadowvale Resort 

and Conference Centre.  Photo courtesy of Lion Joe Roblo. 
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Mommy D steals show in 
Pacquiao-Bradley match 
with ringside antics 
By Christian V. Esguerra 
Philippine Daily Inquirer  

MANILA, Philippines — Did “Mommy 
D” just put a hex on Timothy Bradley?  

A short video has gone viral, showing 
Dionisia, the mother of boxing cham-
pion and Saranggani Rep. Manny 
Pacquiao, at ringside, uttering some-
thing and making hand gestures while 
her son was in trading punches with 
Bradley in Las Vegas on Thursday.  

Her left hand was clutching a rosary 
and what appeared to be an estampi-
ta, her right middle finger pointing to 
the cameras. The joke on social media 
was that she’s “casting a spell” on her 
son’s brash opponent.  

Whatever it was, it seemed to work. 
And with those precious few seconds 
during the pay-per-view telecast, Dio-
nisia Pacquiao stole the show from 
Manny, who would go on to avenge 
his highly disputed split decision lost 
to Bradley in 2012.  

Here was an animated 64-year-old 
woman, wearing a terno, jumping off 
her ringside seat during furious ex-
changes between Pacquiao and Brad-
ley. One photo circulating on Twitter 
showed her furiously pointing two 
fingers at Bradley, who had gone off 
balance.  

Seeing Dionisia on the screen, a com-
mentator for the international broad-
cast thought she was uttering some 
“curse” in Filipino. At the end of the 
fight, she was shown embracing a de-
feated Bradley while offering some 
words of consolation.  

Her antics provided a comic relief to 
Filipino viewers mostly curious if 
Pacquiao would get a clear decision 
against Bradley this time.  

Still fresh in his supporters’ minds 
was his brutal one-punch knockout 
loss to his archrival, Mexican great 
Juan Manuel Marquez, more than a 
year ago.  

But in his return bout against Bradley, 
Pacquiao, winner of multiple titles in 
record eight different weight divi-
sions, coasted to his second straight 
victory since that defeat.  

For that, a Malacan ang spokesperson 
said the country would again roll out 
the red carpet for the boxing super-
star.  

“We will extend the proverbial red 
carpet when we welcome home Con-
gressman Manny Pacquiao who will 
certainly experience the warmth of 
the unparalleled enthusiasm and abid-
ing affection of nearly 100 million Fili-
pinos,” Communications Secretary 
Herminio Coloma said in a statement.  

“We join the Filipino nation in cele-
brating the magnificent triumph of 
our national treasure in global sports, 
Congressman Manny Pacquiao.”  

Coloma said Pacquiao “embodies the 
world-class qualities of the Filipino in 
many competitive fields.” “We can 
hold our heads up high by dint of our 
industry, hard work and courage,” he 
said.  

Deputy Presidential Spokesperson 
Abigail Valte described Pacquiao as 
“truly, an inspiration for so many of 
our countrymen.”  

After our country was hit by disaster 
after disaster last year, “Manny serves 
as a symbol of our recovery,” she said.  

“Our message to the world is clear: 
While vicious storms may knock us 
down, we will always stand back up. 
The deep faith, solidarity, and 
strength of will of the Filipino people 
will always prove stronger.”  

Coloma added: “In the face of succes-
sive calamities and challenges, the 
Filipino people have demonstrated 
their remarkable resiliency and stead-
fast determination to rebuild their 
communities, guided by their faith in 
Divine Providence and in their God-
given talents and capabilities.”  

Sen. Juan Edgardo Angara said 
Pacquiao’s victory “undoubtedly” 
brought the country “back in the 
world boxing map.”  

“Congressman Manny did not just re-
claim his crown, but [also] the respect 
and admiration of the world,” he said.  

Sen. Nancy Binay said Filipinos “take 
pride in [Pacquiao’s] tenacity, dedica-
tion and love for country.”  

“You always made us proud that we 
are Filipino. You embody the hope 
that everyone of us has a fighting 
chance, as long as we work hard for it, 
as long as we believe,” she said.  

Dionisia Pacquiao (L), mother of Manny Pacquiao, holds aloft her son’s gloves beside 
trainer Bouboy Fernandez (R) following Pacquiao’s WBO welterweight title fight victory 
over Timothy Bradley on April 12. AFP 
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ABS-CBN CLINCHES  
FIVE NEW YORK FEST 
RECOGNITIONS 
ABS-CBN bagged five recognitions 

in the prestig-
ious New York 
Festivals in-
cluding two 
world medals 
for its special 
documentary 
“Agosto Beinte
-Uno” and in-

vestigative program “Failon Nga-
yon.”  

The documentary “Agosto Beinte-
Uno: Ang Pagpatay kay Ninoy Aqui-
no” that revisited the assassination 
of former Senator Benigno “Ninoy” 
Aquino Jr. won a silver world medal 
in the Graphic Design: Promotion/
Open & ID category. It also received 
a finalist certificate in the Biog-
raphy/Profiles category.  

Ted Failon’s weekly investigative 
program “Failon Ngayon,” on the 
other hand, won the bronze world 
medal in the Current Affairs catego-

ry for its episode ‘Tagas ng Mi-
nahan’ that probed the environ-
mental hazards caused by mining 
spills in relation to a sediment flow 
incident that contaminated Balog 
river, all the way to San Roque Dam.  

Meanwhile, finalist certificates were 
also awarded to ABS-CBN’s educa-
tional program “Matanglawin” in 
the Educational/Instructional cate-
gory for its episode ‘Elephants’ and 
ABS-CBN Creative Communications 
Management for its plug “Sprout” in 
the Green Promotion category.  

The New York Festivals, given by 
the International Television & Film 
Awards, is now on its 57th year of 
recognizing the World’s Best TV & 
Films. This year, NYF’s GrandJury 
panel awarded 140 Gold World 
Medals, 146 Silver, 112 Bronze, and 
235 Finalist Certificates from en-
tries submitted from over 50 coun-
tries.  

1967 San Beda Lions and Local Friends 
Roar for “King” Phillip’s Surprise 65th! 

L to R: Cris Canlas, Romy Flores, Leo Penala, Johnny Torres, Hermie Reyes, the Birthday 

celebrant, Danny Abella, Poch Simon & Danny de Lara.  Seated L to R: Malu Canlas, 

Cynch de Lara, Nanette Reyes, Zeny (Nayds) Pua & Dang Abella 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

JOE! 

Joe Rebelo celebrated his Golden 

Year recently at the Bay Leafs res-

taurant in Streetsville, Mississau-

ga.  Family and friends were treat-

ed to the delicious steak dinner.  

Joe, a seasoned bass player, invited 

everyone to the basement where 

live music courtesy of his Rebeljo 

Band was provided.  Guests includ-

ed fellow musicians who took 

turns in jamming the night away!     

Joe, with partner Linda Haffey as they get 
ready to light up and cut  the nicely deco-
rated birthday cake, apparently made by a 
Filipina friend. 

http://sports.inquirer.net/byline/christian-v-esguerra
http://sports.inquirer.net/source/philippine-daily-inquirer
http://www.newyorkfestivals.com/tvfilm/
http://www.newyorkfestivals.com/tvfilm/
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Robinsons Land Corporation 
PH Property Investment Talk 

Sales of Saint Joseph Statu-
ettes Reflect the Real Estate 
Market, in Reverse 

The real-estate market and sales of Saint Joseph statu-

ettes tend to move in opposite directions, according to 

a Missouri-based religious-goods company queried by 

the Wall Street Journal. For instance, from 2009 to 

2010, when local home prices were stagnant, sales of 

the figurines slightly more than doubled; when pric-

es began to rise, sales of the saint’s image declined. In 

2013, statuette sales were down 10.6% from the pre-

vious year, a period in which the median U.S. existing-

home sale price rose 11%. Some people believe that 

they can better sell their houses if they bury a statu-

ette of Saint Joseph, the patron saint of home and fam-

ily, upside-down in the yard. 

by Andrew O’Connell, HBR blog network 

every customer’s need.” 
 
In 2014, WIND Mobile set industry 
standards by becoming the first Cana-
dian carrier to offer U.S. unlimited 
roaming for only $15 per month. To-
day’s announcement aims to, once 
again, shake up the industry by intro-
ducing the first Canadian plan to in-
clude unlimited data, talk and text in 
Canada and across the U.S. for only 
$60 per month. As the wireless indus-
try sees prices continue to rise, WIND 
Mobile has retained a strong price-
point while adding more value for cus-
tomers. This is a value proposition that 
is clearly working, as WIND's subscrib-
er base continues growing in strength, 
assisted by record sales in the first 
quarter of 2014. As Canada’s fourth 
wireless carrier, WIND recently sur-
passed the 700,000 subscriber mark; 

this is just the beginning for the fast-
growing mobile company. 

“We are a relatively young challenger 
in wireless but we’ve already accom-
plished so much,” said Cordova. 
“Hitting 700,000 subscribers reiterates 
that Canadians are looking for compe-
tition in the wireless industry and con-
sumers trust us to bring them the very 
best value. Without being required to 
sign a contract, our customers consist-
ently have access to the newest 
phones and the best plans in the mar-
ket. Our 700,000 subscribers prove 
that Canadians stay with WIND Mobile 
because they want to, not because 
they have to.” 
 
WIND Mobile continues to offer cus-
tomers great value plans and the latest 
mobile devices and is excited to wel-
come iconic new devices such as the 
new Samsung Galaxy S5 and HTC 
One (M8) later this month. Customers 
also have the option of bringing their 

own device, including the iPhone 5S, 
iPhone 5C, Nexus 5 and many others, 
for up to $500 in service credits. See 
‘Why WIND’ for more information on 
how WIND Mobile is bringing true un-
limited plans with no hidden fees to 
mobile consumers in Canada.   

About WIND Mobile 
WIND Mobile is dedicated to improving 
the Canadian wireless experience by 
offering customers simple and trans-

parent plans, including real unlimited 
voice/data/text with no-term contracts 
and no hidden fees. Committed to be-
coming the country's fourth national 
carrier, WIND has more than 700,000 
happy customers in Canada and is a 
part of Amsterdam-based VIMPEL-
COM Ltd., a global company with 
nearly 220 million customers. Learn 
more about WIND Mobile at 
www.windmobile.ca .                      PR 

(Continued from page 17) 

WIND MOBILIZES MORE PLANS... 

RLC’s Bengene Placido (Area Manager ,Residential Divisionf or Ontario), 3rd from left, 
pose for a picture  with La Sallians Mon Torralba, Mike Luz and Francis Rementilla. 

Richard Reverente (RLC Senior Regional Manager—Canada) talked about the rewards 
of investing in the Philippine real estate industry.  Photos by Waves 

http://windmobile.ca/usunlimited
http://windmobile.ca/usunlimited
http://windmobile.ca/why-wind/ways-to-save
http://windmobile.ca/why-wind/ways-to-save
http://www.windmobile.ca
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MANILA -- Extramarital sex can lead to your 
early death, a heart expert revealed on Mon-
day. 

Dr. Elmer Linao, a cardiologist and chairman 
of the Philippine Heart Association, ex-
plained on dzMM's "Magandang Gabi Dok" 
that having an illicit affair often results in 
sudden changes in emotion, which can cause 
hyperventilation and palpitation. 

He said it is common for people who have an 
illicit affair to suffer from palpitations and 
hypertension. 

This intensifies when the couple have extra-
marital sex, Linao said. 

"During sexual activity, bumibilis ang tibok 
ng puso, tumataas ang blood pressure, lalo 
na kung ang partner mo ay ninakaw mo lang, 
at hindi mo sariling asawa," he added. 

There have been several cases in the country 
wherein men were found dead in motels af-
ter suffering from a heart attack. 

Linao said that having sexual relations with a 
partner other than a person's husband or 
wife results in a different metabolic process, 
making the heart work harder. 

"May mga pagkakataon na hindi ma-supply 
ng heart yung metabolic demand, o oxygen 
demand. Kapag ganun, pwedeng mamatay," 
he said. 

Aside from having illicit affairs, there are 
other factors that can cause palpitations such 
as caffeine overdose, medicines, and illness-
es. 

Linao said that drinking too much caffeine 
can cause palpitations, but different people 
have different reactions or levels of sensitivi-
ty to caffeine. 

"Ang isang tao na 150 kilograms, maaring 
mamatay kung iinom ng 100 cups of coffee." 

A person can consume up to three cups of 
coffee without suffering from any symptoms. 

However, one must stop drinking coffee, or 
reduce the amount of coffee they are taking 
once they suffer from the following sysmp-
toms: insomnia, anxiety, diarrhea, confusion, 
dehydration, abdominal upset, restlessness, 
and muscle pain. 

He also said factors such as age, sex, and 
weight can affect a person's sensitivity to the 
effects of caffeine. 

"Iyung age, kapag mas matanda, mas sensi-
tive sa caffeine. Factor din an sex, women are 
more sensitive to high doses of caffeine. 
Yung weight, kapag lighter ang isang tao, 
mas susceptible sa effects of caffeine," Linao 
added. 

Medical conditions such as hyperthyroidism, 
and atrial fibrillation, also cause palpitations. 

Although palpitations are not often fatal, 
they can lead to hypertension and eventual-
ly, cardiac arrest, they are left unchecked and 
untreated. 

Linao said those who suffer from frequent 
palpitations should go see a doctor for a 
check-up. 

If they think the palpitations are caused by 

Why extramarital sex is bad for 
your health 
by Rose Carmelle Lacuata, ABS-CBNnews.com 

too much caffeine, Linao advised people to drink lots of water 
and limit their coffee intake. 

"Iyung mga mahilig magkape, pwedeng bawasan ang intake 
by having only half the usual dose of coffee. Huwag basta titi-
gil kasi pwedeng magkaroon ng withdrawal symptoms." 

He also warned that sodas and some donuts also have caf-
feine, and must be avoided by those who are highly sensitive 
to it. 
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With its top caliber cast, realistic 
plot, beautifully written script, and 
fiercely passionate scenes, ABS-
CBN’s most followed ‘TV affair’ “The 
Legal Wife,” topbilled by Angel Loc-
sin, Maja Salvador, JC De Vera and 
Jericho Rosales, continues to stir up 
strong reactions of support from 
primetime TV viewers, including 

some celebrities who follow the 
show since day one. 
“People love to watch something 
which they think can resolve their 
questions about life. That’s what 
‘The Legal Wife’ offers! It has a sim-
ple story but we’re sure that it’s re-
ally happening and anyone can easi-
ly identify with the characters of An-

gel, Maja or Echo,” shared actress-
TV host Janice de Belen. 

Like Janice, actress Dimples Romana 
admires the honesty of primetime 
series that has turned into a nightly 
affair that viewers look forward to. 
She said, “When I’m watching ‘The 
Legal Wife,’ I’m seeing reality. The 
audience, particularly couples, can 
really learn a lot from the show, es-
pecially when it comes to protecting 
the marriage.” 

For Senator Sonny Angara and wife 
Tootsie, married couples can pick up 
lessons from the challenges faced 
now by Monica (Angel) and Adrian 
(Jericho). They also believe that the 
show can serve as an eye-opener not 
only to husbands and wives but also 
to people caught in an illicit affair. 

“For those women involved with 
married men, they should realize 
that they are not only causing pain 
to the wives but also to the whole 
family of the couple,” said Tootsie. 

Will Adrian and Nicole (Maja) com-
pletely fall into the trap of infidelity? 
How will Monica fight for her mar-
riage and protect their family? 

Don’t miss the nation’s most fol-
lowed ‘TV affair,’ “The Legal Wife” 
after “Ikaw Lamang” on ABS-CBN 
Primetime Bida. For more updates 
about the show, simply visit its offi-
cial social networking sites at Face-
book.com/thelegalwife2013, Insta-
gram.com/iam_thelegalwife, and 
Twitter.com/IAmTheLegalWife. 

Every night is an affair… 

 

“THE LEGAL WIFE” STIRS UP STRONG REACTIONS CELEBRITY 
LOYAL VIEWERS 

Angel Locsin                                    Jericho Rosales                       Maja Salvador 

 

Freddie Aguilar with Jackie Chan after the Love And Peace charity Concert held at 
Workers Stadium in Beijing China.  It was also Jackie’s 60th birthday. 

For the first time, Zsa Zsa Padilla and her new boyfriend, architect Conrad 
Onglao, went public with their relationship as they attended the 30th anni-
versary concert of Gary Valenciano at the Smart Araneta Coliseum over the 
weekend. 

The 49-year-old Padilla, whose partner of 23 years, film icon Dolphy, passed 
away in July 2012, said   she feels "very inspired" when asked about her 
love life. -- Report from ABS-CBN News' Gretchen Fullido 

Spotted: Zsa Zsa, new 

boyfriend go public 

http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/entertainment/04/14/14/zsa-zsa-padilla-dating-again
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Robin opposes lifetime tax break for Pacquiao 

 
 
 

 

 

 

www.filipinosmakingwaves.com   
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Ryzza Mae Dizon with Ruby Serra at the CN Tower, Toronto 

Viewers nationwide tuned in to ABS-CBN’s top-rating Prime-
time Bida fantasy series, “Dyesebel” to catch the debut of 
Anne Curtis as the grown up Dyesebel last Tuesday (April 1). 
 
This is proven by the data from Kantar Media, where 
“Dyesebel” topped the list of most watched TV programs in 
the country with a national TV rating of 32.8%, or 16 points 
higher than its rival program in GMA “Kambal Sire-
na” (16.7%). 
 
Aside from Anne, TV viewers also waited for the first ap-
pearance of Gerald Anderson, Andi Eigenmann, and Sam Mil-
by in the fantasy series. The same episode of “Dyesebel” also 
launched the first ever teleserye theme song of Broadway 
Diva Lea Salonga titled “Tangi Kong Kailangan” that she rec-
orded with ABS-CBN Philharmonic Orchestra. The 
“Dyesebel” theme song was written by Francis and Carla 
Concio.  
 
How will the lives of Dyesebel, Fredo (Gerald), Betty (Andi) 
and Liro (Sam) change as their paths cross and as they dis-
cover the worlds of humans and mermaids? 
 
Don’t miss the adventures of “Dyesebel” weeknights after 
“TV Patrol” on ABS-CBN Primetime Bida. For more infor-
mation about “Dyesebel” visit the show’s official social me-
dia accounts at Facebook.com/Dyesebel.TV and Twit-
ter.com/Dyesebel_TV  

Lea Salonga’s first ever teleserye theme song 

launched on Primetime Bida 
 

ANNE CURTIS’ DEBUT 
IN “DYESEBEL” WINS 
NATIONAL TV RATINGS  

“Aling Maliit” in Toronto Jessica Sanchez gets thumbs up 
for ‘Lupang Hinirang’ rendition 
By Allan Nawal 
Inquirer Mindanao  

DIGOS CITY, Philippines – It was not yet the 
Pacquiao-Bradley fight but the crowd already 
exploded into jubilation as Filipino-American 
singer Jessica Sanchez, who wowed voters of 
American Idol season 11 for her vocal prow-
ess despite her young age, belted out the Phil-
ippine national anthem, “Lupang Hinirang,” in 
high pitch.  

“She nailed it,” said a spectator at a coffee 
shop here, where the live telecast of 
Pacquiao’s fight with the American pugilist 
was being shown.  

For Len, a bar singer who was also watching 
the live telecast, said she had thought Sanchez 
would not be able to belt out the highest note 
of the national anthem.  

“Kaya niya. Taas ng boses at wow, galing ng 
quality,” she said.  

A spectator, who did not wish to be identified, 

said he did not care if Jessica mispronounced 
some of the lyrics of the national anthem, 
such as “nagniningning” (Jessica was heard 
saying nagninigning); and buhay ay langit 
(she said buha ay langit).  

“She gave justice to the rendition and I hope 
we Filipinos would appreciate it instead of 
criticizing her for that small mistakes. She 
doesn’t speak good Tagalog so what do we 
expect?” the man asked.  

Another musician said Jessica’s slow rendition 
of the song in contrast to the 2/4 marching 
tempo should also be forgiven.  

“She’s a balladeer and there was no backup so 
maybe she was tensed and had not remem-
bered it should be sung in an uptempo,” the 
musician, a bandmaster, added.  

The musician cited Ashanti’s rendition of the 
American anthem “Star Spangled Banner,” 
which also elicited a hot response from the 
crowd.  

“The Star Spangled Banner was also written 
with a brisk tempo but she sang it like a ballad 
and she did it well,” he said.  

The wrong interpretation of the Philippine 
national anthem has put into limelight other 
Filipino artists in the past.  

But for the group of people watching the 
Pacquiao fight at this particular cafe here, it 
did not matter if Jessica sang it according to 
what traditionalists wanted.  

“Tinalo nga niya si Ashanti doon. Kung singing 
contest iyon, siya na ang panalo,” Elmer San-
tos, a confessed music lover said.  

Entertainer Jessica Sanchez sings the Philippine 
national anthem before the WBO welterweight title 
boxing fight between Manny Pacquiao and Timothy 
Bradley Saturday, April 12, 2014, in Las Vegas. AP 

http://entertainment.inquirer.net/byline/allan-nawal
http://entertainment.inquirer.net/source/inquirer-mindanao
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MANILA, April 13 (PNA) – Filipino 
boxing superstar Manny Pacquiao is 
really back, scoring a unanimous 
victory against American Timothy 
Bradley in their grueling 12-round 
rematch to regain the World Boxing 
Organization (WBO) welterweight 
title at the MGM Grand Arena in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, on Saturday (Sunday 
in Manila).  

With his convincing victory, 
Pacquiao avenged his controversial 
split decision loss to Bradley two 
years ago and handed the 30-year-

old dethroned champion his first 
loss in 32 fights. 

Pacquiao, 35, improved his ring rec-
ord to 56-5-2 with 38 wins via 
knockout and said his journey in 
boxing will continue at least in the 
next two years. 

”I proved tonight that my journey in 
boxing will continue. Timothy is not 
an easy boxer. He is a great boxer 
but thanked God who had given me 
this victory,” Pacquiao said in a post
-fight interview. 

Except in the third round, Bradley 
was the busier fighter almost in the 
first half of the fight but the Filipino 
boxing icon came back strong and 
dominated the last six rounds to 
bring back home the world welter-
weight crown. 

Pacquiao weakened Bradley’s legs 
with a flurry of punches towards the 
end of the sixth round and series of 
combinations midway in the sev-
enth round. 

Bradley tried to impress the crowd 
with his showboating in the eighth 
round but Pacqauiao kept his poise 
and slowed down again the Ameri-
can fighter monickered ‘The Desert 
Storm’ in the ninth with a strong left 
cross. 

In the final 20 seconds of the fight, 
Pacquiao suffered a big cut on his 
left eyebrow but the referee ring 
physician allowed the fight to con-
tinue, with Pacquiao putting finish-
ing touches using another combo. 

American Idol finalist Fil-American 
Jessica Sanchez sang the Philippine 
national anthem to the delight of 
capacity crowd at the famous MGM 
Grand Arena. 

It was another impressive win for 
Pacquiao following his dominant 
win over American Brandon Rios on 
Nov. 24 last year in Macau. (PNA) 
SCS/JFM  Photo: philippinenews.com 

Pacquiao hands Bradley first loss to regain WBO  
welterweight title 

By Jelly F. Musico  

Hooooooooooops! 

PH sets new world 

record for the 

longest basketball 

game 

Players in a charity basketball mara-
thon in Manila broke the world rec-
ord for the longest game of basket-
ball on Saturday (March 29) after 
shooting hoops non-stop for five 
days. 

Two teams, each with 12 players, set 
the new record at 120 hours, one 
minute and seven seconds. By play-
ing under strict conditions since 
Monday (March 24) they beat the 
previous record of 112 hours and 13 
seconds which was held by the Mis-
souri Athletics Club in the United 
States. 

Organiser and Asian Cable Enter-
prises Chief Operating Officer Jona-
than Ruby said the biggest achieve-
ment was being able to generate 
funds for the victims of the typhoon. 

Part of the aim of the basketball 
marathon was to raise funds 
through crowd sourcing for a chari-
table organization responsible for 
building houses for the victims of 
Typhoon Haiyan in the central Phil-
ippines. Organisers estimated at 
least three million pesos (67000 
USD) worth of pledges and support 
had been raised by this event. 
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TRIDUUM  at Our Lady of the Assumption (OLA) 
 

 

+++++++++++  HOLY THURSDAY, April 17 
 

  6:00 PM  Confessions (until 7pm) 
  7;00 PM MASS OF THE LAST SUPPER with Washing of Apostles Feet (12 Parishioners),  
  Institution of the Holy Eucharist and Holy Orders, Vigil until 11:45  
  9:00 PM PABASA (Reading of the Passion) until Good Friday Morning. 

 

+++++++++++  GOOD FRIDAY, April 18 
 

  9:00 AM HULING PITONG WIKA (Seven Last Words) until 11;45 am 
  Commemoration of the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
12:00 PM Liturgical Celebrations of the Passion & Veneration of the CROSS 
  3:00 PM Liturgical Celebrations of the Passion & Veneration of the CROSS 
  3:45 PM 9-Day Divine Mercy Novena starts on Good Friday c/o CFCFFL 

Re-enactment of the of the Passion and Death of Christ -a presentation of 
  SINGLES FOR CHRIST and Youth Ministry 

National Shrine of our Mother of Perpetual Help 
 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

131 McCaul St, Toronto 

(416) 598 3269 

 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY MASS & DEVOTIONS: 
7:30 am * 9:30am * 12 noon, * 2:30pm * 5:05pm * 7:00pm 

 Reflections of Lent 

A nun bows before the altar inside the newly reopened Manila cathedral. Photo by Jonathan Cellona for 
ABS-CBNnews.com 

Preparing for Palm Sunday.  A man starts making palm fronds at the 
Central Market in Quiapo Manila for sale on Palm Sunday. Palm fronds 
are used by the Catholic faithful to commemorate the entry of Jesus in 

Jerusalem before his crucifixion. PHOTO BY LITO DIAZ FOR ABS-CBNNEWS.COM  

+++++++++++  HOLY SATURDAY, April 19  
 
     NOTE:   No mass in the morning or afternoon 
 
  7:30 PM MASS of the EASTER VIGIL with Bless ing of 
  new fire, water; Renewal of Baptismal vows, 
  Presentation of Holy Oil 
 
+++++++++++  EASTER SUNDAY, April 20  
 
  Feast of the RESURRECTION of our LORD JESUS 
 
  4:30 AM PROCESSION 
  5:00 AM SALUBONG and MASS in Pilipino. 

EARLY Morning Easter Breakfast and children’s 
 Easter egg hunt 

   
  Regular Sunday Mass:  10 am,12 noon, 5 pm & 7pm 

SEVEN LAST WORDS 

Father, forgive them for they know not what they do 

This day shalt thou be with me in paradise 

Behold thy mother, Behold thy son 

My God, My God… why hast thou forsaken me? 

I thirst 

It is finished 

Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit  

Maybe…we were supposed 
to meet the wrong people 
before meeting the right one 
so that, when we finally 
meet the right person, we 
will know how to be grateful 
for that gift. 

Maybe…when the door of 
happiness closes, another 
opens.  But oftentimes we 
look so long at the closed 
door that we don’t even see 
the new one, which has been 
opened for us. 

Maybe...it is true that we 
don’t know what we have 
until we lose it, but it is also 
true that we don’t know 
what we have been missing 
until it arrives. 

Maybe…the happiest of peo-
ple don’t necessarily have 
the best of everything; they 

just make the most of every-
thing that comes along their 
way. 

Maybe…the brightest future 
will always be based on a 
forgotten past; after all, you 
can’t go on successfully in 
life until you let go of your 
past mistakes, failures and 
heartaches. 

Maybe…you should dream 
what you want to dream, go 
where you want to go, be 
what you want to be, be-
cause you have only one life 
and one chance to do all the 
things you dream of, and 
want to do. 

Maybe…there are moments 
in life when you miss some-
one…a parent, a spouse, a 
love, a friend, a child… so 
much that you just ant to 

pick them from your dreams 
and hug them for real so that 
once they are around, you 
appreciate them more. 

Maybe…the best kind of 
friend is the kind you can sit 
on a porch and swing with, 
never say a word, and then 
walk away feeling like it was 
the best conversation you’ve 
ever had. 

Maybe…you should always 
try to put yourself in other’s 
shoes.  If you feel that some-
thing could hurt you, it prob-
ably will hurt the other per-
son too. 

Maybe…you should do 
something nice for someone 
every single day, even if it is 
simply to leave him or her 
alone. 

Maybe…giving someone all 
your love is never an assur-
ance that they will love you 
back.  Don’t expect love in 
return, just wait for it to 
grow in their heart; but if it 
doesn’t, be content that it 
grew in yours. 

Maybe…Happiness waits for 
all those who cry, all those 
who hurt, all those who have 
searched, and all those who 
have tried, for only they can 
appreciate the importance 
of all the people who have 
touched their lives. 

Maybe…you shouldn’t go for 
looks, they can deceive; 
don’t go for wealth, even 
that fades away.  Go for 
someone who makes you 
smile because it takes only a 
smile to make a dark day 

seem bright.  Find the one 
that makes your heart smile. 

Maybe…you should hope for 
enough happiness to make 
you sweet; enough trials to 
make you strong; enough 
sorrow to keep you human, 
and enough hope to make 
you happy. 

Maybe…you should try to 
live your life to the fullest 
because when you were 
born, you were crying and 
everyone around you was 
smiling.  But when you die, 
you can be the one who is 
smiling and everyone 
around you crying. 

 
Fr. Mike 
St. Cornelius Church 
Long Beach, California 

A reason to go to church is to have answers to human questions. 

MAYBE 

SALUBONG (Risen Jesus meets Mother Mary)  

A Filipino Catholic Easter tradition 
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Mon Torralba 

MUSIC STAND Thank you to the followers of this page.  I will resume to share with you the chords of your  
requested  OPM songs in the next issue.    This is to give way to the Filipinos making news in 
the local and international scenes.  Email at wavesnews247@gmail.com. 

Gary V kicks off 30th  
anniversary concert 
 

ABS-CBNnews.com 

MANILA – Gary Valenciano successfully held the 
first part of his two-day concert at the jam-
packed Araneta Coliseum on Friday night to 
mark his 30th year in the entertainment indus-
try. 

The concert, dubbed "Arise," saw Mr. Pure Ener-
gy performing all-time favorite hits such as "Di 
Bale Na Lang," "Hataw Na," "Natutulog Ba Ang 
Diyos," "Di Na Natuto" and more. 

Among the special guests in the concert were pop 
star Sarah Geronimo who wowed the crowd in a 
dance-off with Valenciano. 

Sam Concepcion also tried to match Mr. Pure En-
ergy in a performance that got the crowd singing 
and dancing along. 

Singer and former Rivermaya frontman Rico 
Blanco also impressed the audience with his 
dancing skills while performing the song "Babalik 
Ka Rin" with Gray V. 

But before the night ended, Valenciano's chil-
dren, Kiana and Gab, also joined their father on 
stage in a rare family dance performance. 

The second part of the concert is set on Saturday 
night at the Big Dome. 

Part of the proceeds of Valenciano's the two-
night show will go to victims of typhoon 
"Yolanda." 

"It's my effort kasi alam ko hindi na masyado 
pinag-uusapan kung ano ang nangyari doon at 
ano pa ang kailangan nila doon. It's my way of 
making them know na I remember," Valenciano 
said in an earlier interview. 

The ‘new’ Charice Live in Toronto 

by Ino Sanchez 

Just as thousands of her screaming fans rushed 

to Eaton Centre to see her in 2010, they came in 

throngs again this time at the Global Kingdom 

Ministries Auditorium in Scarborough. The au-

dience patiently waited and cheered when they 

finally saw Charice Pempengco. 

Until Charice came out on stage, I was still hop-

ing to see her and listen to her belting out Celine 

Dion's Because You Loved Me, To Love You More, 

All By Myself, or Whitney Houston's I Will Al-

ways Love You. Then, there she was. An entirely 

different Charice came out clad in red leather 

jacket and black leather tight pants, very short 

hair and tattoos. I still can't believe it's her. I 

refuse to, that is.  But well, what the heck.  I de-

cided to just sit tight and enjoy watching the 

concert.  

 
Charice started off with upbeat songs getting 

some adoring fans to their feet dancing to the 

beat.  She showcased her versatility that night 

as she performed a mix of pop, ballad, classic 

and a bit of rock music.  The OPM (Original Pili-

pino Music) medley was well-applauded as ex-

pected with Filipinos mostly in the audience.  

Towards the end of the concert, Charice gave a 

fitting tribute to the late Whitney Houston 

whose songs she'd always sang in her early 

years at various singing competitions. Charice's 

heartfelt rendition of I Will Always Love You and 

Saving All My Love for You sent the audience in 

awe. I reckoned it's her. It's the same Charice 

I’ve adored as a young artist. She is the same 

‘girl’ whom Oprah 

Winfrey once tagged 

as ‘the most talented 

girl in the world’.  

Charice – although re-

branded and re-

packaged – it’s the 

same girl with an 

amazing voice. 

 
Charice World Tour 

started in the U.S. (Bay 

Area and Los Angeles), 

then to Canada 

(Calgary and Toronto) 

and finally to five cities 

in Australia. 

Wishing more success 
come in Charice’s way.  

 

Filipinos Making Waves Festival’s first Youth Waves headliner 

JEREMY PASSION conquers Southeast Asia  
Jeremy Passion talks 
about music & Filipino 
hospitality 
 
By Janine Villagracia 
INQUIRER.net  
 

MANILA, Philippines – In a 
press conference for his Manila 
concert, Jeremy Passion shared 
with INQUIRER.net some of the 
names that helped ignite his 
passion for music, and also, 
what he loves about his Filipino 
roots.  

When asked who his biggest 
influences were back in his 
teenage days, Brian McKnight 
and Stevie Wonder were the 
iconic names that the 27-year-
old singer/songwriter instantly 
gave. Now it is no wonder why 
this YouTube sensation exudes 
so much soul in his performanc-
es, jet-lagged or not.  

But apart from his international 
favorites, some of the country’s 
local artists also made it to Pas-
sion’s list of admired singers. 
Singer-songwriter Julianne Tar-
roja, Hip-hop and R&B artist 
Quest, and multi-awarded Pop-
R&B singer Jay R are fellow 
singing sensations who Passion 
also takes time to listen to.  

Music of his own  

The Filipino-American singer 
describes his own music as 
“honest and message-based.” 
Instead of going for catchy lyr-
ics and tunes, Passion says his 

muses in song writing are his 
family, his faith, and also, his 
heartbreaks.  

When asked what fans can ex-
pect from his March 21 show at 
The Music Museum, Passion 
said it can only be “honest, or-
ganic, vulnerable, and truthful.”  

On his Filipino roots  

Though he cannot respond in 
straight Tagalog, Passion 
proved that he can understand 
the Filipino language when he 
swiftly answered “27” when 
asked “Ilang taon ka na?” which 
means “How old are you?” in 
English.  

But more than the language, 
Passion says that what he loves 
most about Filipinos are the 
people’s hospitality and caring 
nature. “I’ve always loved that 
[aspect]. The world needs that 
kind of love” shares the 

YouTube star who is set to play 
two more shows in Asia after 
Manila.  

Passion treated his Singaporean 
fans to an intimate show on 
March 22, and his Indonesian 
fans the next day. 

An emotional journey, Jeremy Pas-
sion receives the FMW award from 
the founders of the festival in 2011. 

Pinay teen Maria Sagana 

making a name in Spain’s 

pop music charts 

Filipina teenager Maria Sagana is starting to make a 
name for herself in Spain with her first single titled “Sha 
La La” which became an instant hit in radio and televi-
sion programs.  After its release, Maria Sagana’s music 
video went viral on YouTube.   
 
“Sha La La” landed on the Top 40 Music Charts in Spain 
along with other music from famous local and interna-
tional artists. 

Photo by Ino Sanchez 

http://entertainment.inquirer.net/byline/janine-villagracia
http://entertainment.inquirer.net/source/inquirer-net
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